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Cleveland Catholic Diocese parishes that will
be reopening this year.

In 2009 it was announced that several of
the Cleveland Catholic Diocese’s area church-
es, including St. Barbara’s, were to close.
However, just months ago, the Vatican over-
ruled this decision and St. James’ will be re-
opening its doors on Wednesday, July 25,
2012.

St. James Church was founded in 1908 as
the founding parish for the cities of Lakewood
and Rocky River. For more than a century, St.
James has been a house of worship and gath-
ering for the Catholic residents of Lakewood,
Ohio.

After Bishop Lennon’s 2009 announcement
parishioners gathered together and formed
Friends of Saint James/Save Saint James in
an effort to stop the closing of their church.
The members of Friends of Saint James/Save
Saint James are committed to the preservation
of Saint James as a parish and an
architecturally significant structure in the City
of Lakewood. They have dedicated them-
selves to the development of a long range fi-
nancial plan for capital improvements and
maintenance of the church and its programs.

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me
in recognizing the reopening of St. James’
Church, a beloved parish that has returned to
the City of Lakewood.

———

HONORING DR. JOHN EVANS ATTA
MILLS

HON. CORRINE BROWN

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 25, 2012

Ms. BROWN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in remembrance of Dr. John Evans Atta
Mills, President of the Republic of Ghana. |
was saddened to hear about the untimely
death of President Mills. My thoughts, prayers
and condolences go to his wife, Ernestina
Naadu, son, Samuel Kofi Atta Mills and the
people of Ghana. The world has lost a leader,
visionary and champion for democracy.

President Mills pledged his life to education
and the betterment of his beloved Ghana. He
was born in July 1944 in the Western Region
of Ghana. He was a master student who
began his schooling at the revered Achimota
Secondary School in Accra. He later went on
to earn his bachelors and law degrees from
the University of Ghana at Legon in 1967.
Upon the completion of his PhD in African and
Oriental Studies from the University of Lon-
don, President Mills was selected as a Ful-
bright Scholar at Stanford University School of
Law.

After setting a strong foundation he returned
home to educate and impart his lessons on
the youth. President Mills dedicated nearly 25
years to higher academia as a professor in
numerous areas such as law, tax and African
studies. He was passionate about teaching
and politics. First serving in the capacity of
Vice President from 1997 through 2001, Dr.
Mills was sworn in as President and Com-
mander in Chief of the Republic of Ghana in
January of 2009.

| join with President Obama and various
world leaders as we remember President
Mills, who was often referred to as a calm pol-
itician and gentle giant. In 2009, President
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Obama and the First Family traveled to Ghana
in his first presidential visit to Sub-Saharan Af-
rica. President Obama praised President Mills
for making Ghana a “good news story” that
had good democratic credentials. Under the
leadership of President Mills, the United
States and Ghana deepened our partnership
in the promotion of good governance and eco-
nomic development.

President John Evan Atta Mills is credited
with leading Ghana through a period of sta-
bility and economic growth in the midst of un-
foreseen global circumstances. He is quoted
as saying “Every leader has a period of serv-
ice”. Though his service has come to an unex-
pected end, as we reflect upon his life and
legacy, we can appreciate his tireless efforts
that have come to fruition. A shining star in
West Africa, Ghana was and still remains a
trailblazing nation for the region and continent,
with its strong tradition of democracy. Epito-
mizing humility in leadership, President Mills
was a calming and stabilizing force for not
only his people but the continent as a whole.

HONORING MAYOR BETTY ANN
MATTHIES

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 25, 2012

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the retiring Mayor of the City of
Seguin in Texas, Betty Ann Matthies. She was
elected Mayor of the City of Seguin in 2004
and is ending her tenure in 2012. Her tireless
efforts have improved the community and
served to better the development and
progress for the City of Seguin.

Mayor Matthies was born in Guadalupe
County, Texas on September 23, 1934. She
graduated from Seguin High School in 1953
and pursued her higher education degree at
the University of Texas at Austin. Mayor
Matthies graduated from Seton School of
Nursing in Austin, Texas three years after
graduating high school. As a registered nurse
she was employed at the Nix Hospital for five
years as an Operating Room Registered
Nurse. By 1961, she moved to Seguin where
she worked at the Guadalupe Valley Hospital
until 2004—serving the patients and health
care community for 41 years. As Director of
Nursing, she was promoted to Associate Ad-
ministrator by 1978, the same year she re-
ceived her certificate in Health Care Adminis-
tration from Trinity University in San Antonio.

By 2000, Matthies was elected to the
Seguin City Council and re-elected for a four
year term in 2002. After resigning from her
council position she was elected as Mayor in
2004 and is currently on her second term in
office, which expires in November 2012. | had
the pleasure of working with the Mayor on var-
ious projects, such as securing over $850,000
in federal funding on landscape improvements
throughout Seguin on Interstate Highway 10,
US 90 and SH 123. The transportation im-
provement project started in 2009 and is near-
ly complete.

Along with helping the city in her work as
Mayor, she was active in the community as
serving on the Seguin Area Chamber of Com-
merce, Hispanic Chamber of Commerce and
American Legion Auxiliary. She was also a
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member of the First United Methodist Church
and Seguin Shakespeare Club. Mayor
Matthies was married to her late husband C.H.
Matthies Jr. in 1957 until his passing in 2000.
C. Henry Matthies Ill, Elizabeth Kelly and
Wesley Matthies are their children.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to recognize Ms.
Betty Ann Matthies, retiring Mayor of the City
of Seguin. Her years of dedication and com-
mitment to our community have truly impacted
the quality of lives for the people of the city.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. GEORGE MILLER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 25, 2012

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, on July 23, 2012, | was in California
attending to family obligations. Had | been
present, | would have voted as follows:

On rollcall vote No. 499, | would have voted
“nay.”

On rollcall vote No. 500, | would have voted
“nay.”

On rollcall vote No. 501, | would have voted
“vea.”

——————

RECOGNIZING THE SERVICE OF
CAPTAIN STANTON E. COPE IN
THE UNITED STATES NAVY

HON. DAN BURTON

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 25, 2012

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, |
have the distinct privilege of rising to honor an
outstanding Hoosier for his patriotism and mili-
tary service. CAPT Stanton E. Cope served
with honor in the United States Navy from
1989-2012, where he served in the Medical
Service Corps as entomologist for 20 years.

Captain Stanton Elijah Cope was born Janu-
ary 5, 1954 in Huntington, Indiana. In 1976, he
graduated from Swarthmore College in Penn-
sylvania with a B.A. degree in Biology and re-
ceived a Master of Science degree in Ento-
mology from the University of Delaware in
1981. In 1988, he completed his Doctorate in
Public Health at the University of California,
Los Angeles, and was commissioned in the
United States Navy.

Captain Cope’s first assignment, in 1989,
was to the Navy Disease Vector Ecology and
Control Center, Jacksonville, Florida, where he
served as the Head of the Operations Depart-
ment. In June 1992, he reported to the Naval
Medical Research Unit No. 3, Cairo, Egypt,
where he served as Head, Medical Zoology
Division and Head, Risk Assessment Branch.
In July 1994, Captain Cope reported to the
Navy Environmental and Preventive Medicine
Unit No. 6, Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, as Assistant
Head, Department of Entomology and became
Head in August 1995. He also served as Spe-
cial Assistant to the Officer in Charge for
Operational Issues. In August 1997, he re-
ported to the Navy Environmental Health Cen-
ter in Norfolk, Virginia as Entomology Depart-
ment Head. In January 2000, he was selected
to be Executive Assistant to the Assistant
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Chief for Operational Medicine and Fleet Sup-
port, Bureau of Medicine and Surgery, Wash-
ington, DC. Captain Cope served as the Exec-
utive Officer, Naval Institute for Dental and
Biomedical Research, Great Lakes, lllinois
from September 2001-August 2004, at which
time he fleeted up to Commanding Officer. He
also served as the Surgeon General's Spe-
cialty Leader for Navy Entomology August
2002-May 2004. In August 2006, Captain
Cope reported to the Armed Forces Pest Man-
agement Board as Research Liaison Officer.
In August 2008 he took over as Director.

During his tenure as the Director, Captain
Cope distinguished himself by superior serv-
ice. He organized his workforce into three divi-
sions: Operations, Research and Information
Services, aligning the AFPMB to increase effi-
ciency and enhance direct warfighter support.
He was directly responsible for superior im-
provements to installation pest management
and insect-borne disease prevention programs
resulting in increased readiness and warfighter
protection. During this period, he dem-
onstrated the highest levels of leadership, ini-
tiative and dedication to duty. As a result, his
leadership of DoD pest management received
international recognition for contributions to
the global public health community for their
work on the President’'s Malaria Initiative
(PMI).

Furthermore, in support of U.S. allies, Cap-
tain Cope reestablished liaison with North At-
lantic Treaty Organization (NATO) counter-
parts to foster effective and efficient multi-na-
tional medical entomology, preventive medi-
cine and pest management collaborations dur-
ing contingency operations. Through NATO’s
Force Health Protection Working Group, he
secured updates in the U.S. section to Stand-
ardization Agreement 2048, Chemical Meth-
ods of Insect and Rodent Control, which pro-
vided NATO members with information on
pesticides that the U.S. may use during NATO
operations.

Captain Cope’s passion stayed with him
after he left the service, as he maintains mem-
bership in the American Society of Tropical
Medicine and Hygiene, the American Mosquito
Control Association and the Society for Vector
Ecology. He is currently serving as the Direc-
tor of the AMCA, Mid-Atlantic Region and
serves on the board of Armed Forces Pest
Management in Silver Spring, MD. In addition,
he has presented at meetings, authored or co-
authored over 70 scientific publications and
holds an Adjunct Assistant Professorship at
the Uniformed Services University of the
Health Sciences.

Captain Cope is married to infectious dis-
ease epidemiologist Amyanne N. Keswani of
St. Peter, Minnesota. They have a daughter,
Kemmer Keswani and a son, Stanton Elijah.

| ask all of my colleagues to join me now to
thank Captain Stanton E. Cope for his service
and sacrifices for our country.

13TH DISTRICT CONGRESSIONAL
FIRE AND RESCUE AND EMS
AWARDS (CFREA)

HON. VERN BUCHANAN

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, July 25, 2012

Mr. BUCHANAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize fire and rescue and EMS per-
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sonnel who have provided distinguished serv-
ice to the people of Florida’s 13th Congres-
sional District.

As first responders, fire departments and
emergency medical service teams are sum-
moned on short notice to serve their respec-
tive communities. Oftentimes, they arrive at
scenes of great adversity and trauma, to
which they reliably bring strength and
composure. These brave men and women
spend hundreds of hours in training so that
they are prepared when they get ‘the call’

This year, | established the 13th District
Congressional Fire and Rescue and EMS
Awards to honor officers, departments, and
units for outstanding achievement.

On behalf of the people of Florida’s 13th
District, it is my privilege to congratulate the
following winners, who were selected by an
independent committee comprised of a cross
section of current and retired fire and rescue
personnel living in the district.

Lieutenant Timothy Geer of the Bradenton
Fire Department received the Career Service
Award.

The Englewood Area Fire Control District re-
ceived the Community Safety Awareness
Campaign Award.

Captain Tom Sousa of the West Manatee
Fire Rescue District received the Career Serv-
ice Award.

Training Officer Timothy Hyden of the East
Manatee Fire Rescue District received the Ca-
reer Service Award.

Firefighter Deborah Schuster of the Sara-
sota County Fire Department posthumously
received the Dedication and Professionalism
Award.

| offer my sincerest appreciation for the
service and dedication of these exceptional in-
dividuals. | thank the fire departments that
made such worthy nominations and the panel
that reviewed them.

These awards truly are a necessary re-
minder of the men and women who risk their
safety on a daily basis, bound to their duty to
ensure our own.

——————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ADAM SMITH

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 25, 2012

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, on
Monday, July 23 and Tuesday, July 24, 2012,
| was unable to be present for recorded votes.
Had | been present, | would have voted:

“No” on vote No. 499 (on the motion to sus-
pend the rules and pass H.R. 2362, as
amended);

“No” on vote No. 500 (on the motion to sus-
pend the rules and pass S. 2039);

“Aye” on vote No. 501 (on the motion to
suspend the rules and pass H.R. 3477);

“No” on vote No. 502 (on ordering the pre-
vious question on H. Res. 738); and

“No” on vote No. 503 (on agreeing to the
resolution H. Res. 738).
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HONORING UNITED STATES MA-
RINE CAPTAINS MARK SILVERS
AND SEAN GOBIN

HON. MICHAEL H. MICHAUD

OF MAINE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 25, 2012

Mr. MICHAUD. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor U.S. Marine Captains Mark Silvers and
Sean Gobin for their tremendous efforts on
behalf of our nation’s wounded warriors.

Everyday our men and women in uniform
place themselves at great personal risk in
order to defend our nation’s freedom and se-
curity. Captain Silvers and Captain Gobin are
two such heroes who decided to continue
serving their fellow soldiers after their tours
had ended. Moved by the number of service
members returning home from Iraq and Af-
ghanistan with debilitating injuries, the two
men pledged their efforts to improve the lives
of our nation’s wounded warriors.

On March 15, 2012, Captain Silvers and
Captain Gobin commenced a 2,180 mile hike
of the Appalachian Trail to raise funds and
awareness of the debilitating injuries our sol-
diers have suffered while in service to our
country. Their journey will come to an end
next week at the summit of Mount Katahdin in
Baxter State Park. As they travelled through
14 states, Captain Silvers and Gobin have
hosted a number of fundraisers at separate
VFW posts on behalf of Operation Military Em-
brace; a nonprofit that advocates on behalf of
wounded servicemembers. All of the proceeds
from these events will be used to purchase
adaptive vehicles for veterans who have sus-
tained multiple amputations in the course of
their service in Iraq or Afghanistan.

These men have set a remarkable example
for what it means to serve our country. Oper-
ation Military Embrace and Warrior Hike re-
mind us all of our enduring responsibility to
honor and care for those who have sacrificed
so much in defense of our freedom. As the
Ranking Member on the Health Subcommittee
of the House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs,
| am pleased to join the chorus of congratula-
tions celebrating the completion of these
men’s impressive journey.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing
Captain Silvers and Captain Gobin on achiev-
ing so much on behalf of our wounded vet-
erans.

——————

INTRODUCTION SAFETY AND
FRAUD ENFORCEMENT FOR SEA-
FOOD ACT

HON. EDWARD J. MARKEY

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 25, 2012

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. Speaker, in my home
state of Massachusetts, commercial fishermen
take pride in the product they bring to the
dock. Whether they harvest cod, lobster, or
scallops, these hardworking Americans pro-
vide consumers with superior quality seafood.
Unfortunately, getting a fair price for this sea-
food has become a challenge. Competition
from low quality imported fish and shellfish
drives down prices, especially when these im-
ports are passed off on consumers as higher
value species.
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