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draw attention to the important contribution
that radiology, in particular diagnostic imaging,
serves in the health care delivery system.
International Day of Radiology is observed an-
nually on November 8th, an important date in
the history of radiology. On that day in 1895,
Professor Wilhelm Conrad Roentgen discov-
ered x-rays. Radiology will be celebrated by
many groups including the American College
of Radiology, the Radiological Society of North
America, and the European Society of Radi-
ology.

Radiologists (physicians with special training
in the use of imaging including x-rays), Radi-
ation Oncologists (physicians trained to treat
cancers with radiation alone or in combination
with surgery and/or chemotherapy), and the
medical imaging community have made signifi-
cant contributions to modern medicine, pro-
viding powerful tools for clinical diagnosis, de-
cision making, and treatment of disease. Over
the last 30 years, medical imaging tools have
been among the most sophisticated and cut-
ting-edge technologies developed for patient
care. During that span we have seen con-
sistent decreases in cancer mortality rates
with corresponding increases in American life
expectancy.

The U.S. National Academy of Engineering
recognized the tremendous contribution of
medical imaging exams when it ranked imag-
ing among the 20 greatest engineering
achievements of the twentieth century. Prac-
ticing physicians surveyed in a 2001 Health
Affairs study ranked Computed Tomography
(CT) and Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI)
number one among the top 30 recent medical
innovations. Perhaps most telling, the New
England Journal of Medicine named medical
imaging one of the top 10 medical advances
of the last 1,000 years.

A 2009 National Bureau of Economic Re-
search study found that individuals with great-
er access to imaging scans live longer. Diag-
nostic imaging services have enabled patients
to avoid several types of expensive and
invasive procedures. Imaging scans cost less
than surgeries and reduce the number of un-
necessary hospital admissions and length of
hospital stays. As such, medical imaging
serves an important role in containing the cost
of health care in the United States.

With its impact on patients’ health, I'm
pleased to recognize the importance of diag-
nostic imaging and radiation oncology, and
call attention to November 8th as the Inter-
national Day of Radiology.

———

HONORING DIANE SHERMAN,
MAINE HOUSING COUNSELOR

HON. CHELLIE PINGREE

OF MAINE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, August 1, 2012

Ms. PINGREE of Maine. Mr. Speaker, |
would like to honor the work of housing coun-
selors across the country who have assisted
homeowners during the hardships of the re-
cent housing crisis—and one counselor in par-
ticular from Maine.

A constituent wrote to me about Diane
Sherman, a housing counselor at Coastal En-
terprises in Wiscasset, Maine, who helped this
constituent in a four-year process to modify
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their mortgage. For all that time, Diane has
been this family’s constant advocate. She has
helped them through multiple hearings, held
their bank to their word, and guided them
through the bank’s maze-like bureaucracy.

But what has mattered to this constituent
more than anything else is that Diane treated
her family with dignity, respect, and sympathy.
This was in stark contrast to an institution that
dealt with them more like a number than a
person. At every step of the way, Diane re-
minded all involved that this was not an inhu-
man transaction—the situation was about real
people threatened with losing a home that
meant so much to them.

Truly outstanding, though, is that Diane per-
formed her services for this family and many
others while she herself dealt with life-threat-
ening cancer. When too sick to go to the of-
fice, she worked from home. She is still deal-
ing with the terrible disease but | hope and
pray for her recovery.

Across the country, thousands of housing
counselors like Diane are working to keep
families in their homes. They've only become
more important in recent years as the housing
crisis impacted millions of families. Combined
with falling home values, unresponsive mort-
gage servicers, and long-term unemployment,
these families have few places to turn. Thank
goodness for housing counselors, who work to
make sure consumers get a fair shot. They
are not always successful, but they still make
an incredible difference for families in very dif-
ficult situations.

My sincere gratitude goes to these housing
counselors for their heartfelt work, and my
best wishes to Diane Sherman for her recov-
ery.

———

INTRODUCTION OF THE WATER
PROTECTION AND REINVEST-
MENT ACT

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, August 1, 2012

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, there is
nothing more essential to quality of life, to the
health of our families and of our communities
than water. Water is life. Safe drinking water
and basic sanitation make the difference be-
tween health and sickness, between a family
thriving or struggling just to exist.

Water quality and quantity are serious
issues in communities across the country, es-
pecially now, when changing weather patterns,
extreme drought, continued growth combine to
put an even greater demand on our aging, in-
adequate infrastructure. To ease these pres-
sures, | am introducing the Water Protection
and Reinvestment Act, which would establish
a trust fund to help local communities meet
their water infrastructure needs.

Over a thousand communities across the
country are struggling with combined sewer
overflows as well as inadequate and aging
sewer pipes. Small communities in particular,
which already face huge questions of water
supply and quality, have few resources with
which to pay the bills and are seeing sky-high
monthly costs for consumers.

The Water Protection and Reinvestment Act
creates a deficit-neutral, consistent, and

August 1, 2012

firewalled trust fund to help states replace, re-
pair, and rehabilitate critical wastewater treat-
ment facilities. It will be financed by assessing
small fees on a broad base of those who use
water and contribute to pollution: water-based
beverages, items disposed of in wastewater,
and pharmaceuticals, which often wind up in
wastewater systems.

The materials that flow into sewer systems
and then into rivers and streams present un-
precedented challenges to our water infra-
structure. More and more products are de-
signed to be flushed down toilets and drains,
placing them in systems that are already
stressed. Pharmaceutical residues are show-
ing up in treated wastewater and because
they are difficult to treat, I'm afraid we are
slowly medicating vast numbers of Americans
against their will. Aging water systems—some
still made out of brick or wood, some dating
from the century before last—mean that Amer-
ica also faces old-fashioned system reliability
issues. Reports indicate that each year an av-
erage of six billion gallons of drinking water
leaks from these inadequate and ancient
pipes. Six billion gallons is enough to fill 6,000
Olympic sized swimming pools—if lined up,
these pools would stretch from Washington,
DC to Pittsburgh, PA.

These aging and outdated systems are not
just a local problem, relevant only to a single
neighborhood, city, county, or even state.
Water does not obey county boundaries or
even state lines, and it is a resource on which
we all rely. The Federal Government should
help fill the funding gaps that local commu-
nities and States cannot. The opportunity is
now: There is significant State and local in-
vestment, interest rates are near an all-time
low, and enacting this legislation, the Water
Protection and Reinvestment Act, will leverage
hundreds of billions of additional dollars.

The American public is already paying a dis-
proportionate share of the costs of water infra-
structure. Residential households have the
least capacity to absorb additional costs dur-
ing these difficult times, and they already face
wildly escalating costs to deal with problems
that they did not create. The voracious water
demands of industry far outstrip household
needs. In large measure, the Cokes of the
world, the pharmaceutical companies, and in-
dustries that produce products that get flushed
are the ones that accelerate water demand
and complicate water treatment. Industries
that profit by putting their products in the
sewer systems—either by design or inadvert-
ently—or who withdraw vast amounts of fresh
water to make a profit should pay their fair
share. Clean water is absolutely essential for
these industries and the rest of the business
community to function. A small fee to pay for
water infrastructure upgrades would provide
the business community far more in benefits
than it would cost, and it could be used to le-
verage a broader range of investments.

This bill will help communities deal with their
water infrastructure needs in a stable,
proactive way, and will provide significant ben-
efits for those who rely on our water system,
the local government officials charged with
making the system work, and the industries
who rely on a clean, consistent source of
water for their products.
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