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State, and local conviction and incarcer-
ation status of individuals for purposes of
identifying and preventing improper pay-
ments by Federal agencies and programs and
fraud.

(g) PLAN To CURB FEDERAL IMPROPER PAY-
MENTS TO DECEASED INDIVIDUALS BY IMPROV-
ING THE QUALITY AND USE BY FEDERAL AGEN-
CIES OF THE SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATION
DEATH MASTER FILE.—

(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—In conjunction with
the Commissioner of Social Security and in
consultation with relevant stakeholders that
have an interest in or responsibility for pro-
viding the data, and the States, the Director
of the Office of Management and Budget
shall establish a plan for improving the qual-
ity, accuracy, and timeliness of death data
maintained by the Social Security Adminis-
tration, including death information re-
ported to the Commissioner under section
205(r) of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C.
405(1)).

(2) ADDITIONAL ACTIONS UNDER PLAN.—The
plan established under this subsection shall
include recommended actions by agencies
to—

(A) increase the quality and frequency of
access to the Death Master File and other
death data;

(B) achieve a goal of at least daily access
as appropriate;

(C) provide for all States and other data
providers to use improved and electronic
means for providing data;

(D) identify improved methods by agencies
for determining ineligible payments due to
the death of a recipient through proactive
verification means; and

(E) address improper payments made by
agencies to deceased individuals as part of
Federal retirement programs.

(3) REPORT.—Not later than 120 days after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Direc-
tor of the Office of Management and Budget
shall submit a report to Congress on the plan
established under this subsection, including
recommended legislation.

SEC. 6. IMPROVING RECOVERY OF IMPROPER
PAYMENTS.

(a) DEFINITION.—In this section, the term
“‘recovery audit’ means a recovery audit de-
scribed under section 2(h) of the Improper
Payments Elimination and Recovery Act of
2010.

(b) REVIEW.—The Director of the Office of
Management and Budget shall determine—

(1) current and historical rates and
amounts of recovery of improper payments
(or, in cases in which improper payments are
identified solely on the basis of a sample, re-
covery rates and amounts estimated on the
basis of the applicable sample), including a
list of agency recovery audit contract pro-
grams and specific information of amounts
and payments recovered by recovery audit
contractors; and

(2) targets for recovering improper pay-
ments, including specific information on
amounts and payments recovered by recov-
ery audit contractors.

———

NOTICES OF HEARINGS

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I
would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public
that a field hearing has been scheduled
before the Senate Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources. The hear-
ing will be held on Wednesday, August
15, 2012, at 10:00 a.m., at the University
of Colorado, Centennial Room 203, Col-
orado Springs, 1420 Austin Bluffs
Pkwy, Colorado Springs, CO.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

The purpose of the hearing is to dis-
cuss the recent Colorado wildfires, fo-
cusing on lessons learned that can be
applied to future suppression, recovery,
and mitigation efforts. The Fourmile
Canyon fire report that was released on
July 25 will be discussed, as will projec-
tions for future wildfire conditions and
best practices that can improve forest
health.

Because of the limited time available
for the hearing, witnesses may testify
by invitation only. However, those
wishing to submit written testimony
for the hearing record may do so by
sending it to the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources, United States
Senate, Washington, DC 20510-6150, or
by e-mail to
Meagan Gins@energy.senate.gov.

For further information, please con-
tact Kevin Rennert (202) 224-7826,
Meagan Gins at (202) 224-0883, or Jac-
queline Emanuel at (202) 224-5512.

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I
would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public
that a field hearing has been scheduled
before the Senate Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources. The hear-
ing will be held on Friday, August 17,
2012, at 10:00 a.m., at the Santa Fe
Community College, 6401 Richards Ave-
nue, Room 216 Lecture Hall, West Wing
of the Main Building, Santa Fe, NM.

The purpose of the hearing is to ex-
amine the current and future impacts
of climate change on the Inter-
mountain West, focusing on drought,
wildfire frequency and severity, and
ecosystems.

Because of the limited time available
for the hearing, witnesses may testify
by invitation only. However, those
wishing to submit written testimony
for the hearing record may do so by
sending it to the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources, United States
Senate, Washington, DC 20510-6150, or
by e-mail to Meagan  Gins@energy
.senate.gov.

For further information, please con-
tact Kevin Rennert at (202) 224-7826 or
Meagan Gins at (202) 224-0883.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND
FORESTRY
Mr. LIEBERMAN. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on August 1,
2012, at 9 a.m. in room SR 328A of the
Russell Senate Office Building.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION
Mr. LIEBERMAN. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on Au-

S5893

gust 1, 2012, at 2:30 p.m. in room 253 of
the Russell Senate Office Building.

The Committee will hold a hearing
entitled, ‘‘Marketplace Fairness: Lev-
eling the Playing Field for Small Busi-
ness.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC

WORKS

Mr. LIEBERMAN. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public
Works be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on August 1,
2012, at 10 a.m. in Dirksen 406 to con-
duct a hearing entitled, ‘“Update on the
Latest Climate Change Science and
Local Adaptation Measures.”’

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

Mr. LIEBERMAN. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Finance be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on August 1, 2012, at 10:30 a.m. in room
215 of the Dirksen Senate Office Build-
ing, to conduct a hearing entitled ‘‘Tax
Reform: Examining the Taxation of
Business Entities.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

Mr. LIEBERMAN. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on August 1, 2012, at 10 a.m. to
hold a hearing entitled ‘‘Next Steps in
Syria.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

Mr. LIEBERMAN. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate, on August 1, 2012, at 10 a.m., in
room SD-226 of the Dirksen Senate Of-
fice Building, to conduct a hearing en-
titled ‘‘Rising Prison Costs: Restrict-
ing Budgets and Crime Prevention Op-
tions.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON EUROPEAN AFFAIRS

Mr. LIEBERMAN. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on August 1, 2012, at 2:30 p.m.,
to hold a European Affairs sub-
committee hearing entitled, ‘“The Fu-
ture of the Eurozone: Outlook and Les-
sons.”’

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON HOUSING, TRANSPORTATION,
AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

Mr. LIEBERMAN. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs Subcommittee on Hous-
ing, Transportation, and Community
Development be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on Au-
gust 1, 2012, at 10 a.m., to conduct a
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