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of mammals, 250 species of reptiles and am-
phibians, and more than 1,000 species of fish;

Whereas national wildlife refuges are the
primary Federal lands that foster produc-
tion, migration, and wintering habitat for
waterfowl;

Whereas, since 1934, the sale of the Federal
Duck Stamp to outdoor enthusiasts has gen-
erated more than $850,000,000 in funds, which
has enabled the purchase or lease of more
than 5,500,000 acres of waterfowl habitat in
the National Wildlife Refuge System;

Whereas 59 refuges were established spe-
cifically to protect imperiled species, and of
the more than 1,300 federally listed threat-
ened and endangered species in the United
States, 280 species are found on units of the
National Wildlife Refuge System;

Whereas national wildlife refuges are cores
of conservation for larger landscapes and re-
sources for other agencies of the Federal
Government and State governments, private
landowners, and organizations in their ef-
forts to secure the wildlife heritage of the
United States;

Whereas more than 42,000 volunteers and
approximately 220 national wildlife refuge
“Friends” organizations contribute nearly
1,600,000 hours annually, the equivalent of 766
full-time employees, and provide an impor-
tant link to local communities;

Whereas national wildlife refuges provide
an important opportunity for children to dis-
cover and gain a greater appreciation for the
natural world;

Whereas, because there are national wild-
life refuges located in several urban and sub-
urban areas and 1 refuge located within an
hour’s drive of every metropolitan area in
the United States, national wildlife refuges
employ, educate, and engage young people
from all backgrounds in exploring, con-
necting with, and preserving the natural her-
itage of the United States;

Whereas, since 1995, refuges across the
United States have held festivals, edu-
cational programs, guided tours, and other
events to celebrate National Wildlife Refuge
Week during the second full week of October;

Whereas the Fish and Wildlife Service will
continue to seek stakeholder input on the
implementation of ‘“‘Conserving the Future:
Wildlife Refuges and the Next Generation”,
an update to the strategic plan of the Fish
and Wildlife Service for the future of the Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge System;

Whereas the week beginning on October 14,
2012, has been designated as ‘‘National Wild-
life Refuge Week’ by the Fish and Wildlife
Service; and

Whereas the designation of National Wild-
life Refuge Week by the Senate would recog-
nize more than a century of conservation in
the United States, raise awareness about the
importance of wildlife and the National
Wildlife Refuge System, and celebrate the
myriad recreational opportunities available
to enjoy this network of protected lands:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the week beginning on Octo-
ber 14, 2012, as ‘‘National Wildlife Refuge
Week’’;

(2) encourages the observance of National
Wildlife Refuge Week with appropriate
events and activities;

(3) acknowledges the importance of na-
tional wildlife refuges for their recreational
opportunities and contribution to local
economies across the United States;

(4) pronounces that national wildlife ref-
uges play a vital role in securing the hunting
and fishing heritage of the United States for
future generations;

(5) identifies the significance of national
wildlife refuges in advancing the traditions
of wildlife observation, photography, envi-
ronmental education, and interpretation;
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(6) recognizes the importance of national
wildlife refuges to wildlife conservation and
the protection of imperiled species and eco-
systems, as well as compatible uses;

(7) acknowledges the role of national wild-
life refuges in conserving waterfowl and wa-
terfowl habitat pursuant to the Migratory
Bird Treaty Act (40 Stat. 755, chapter 128);

(8) reaffirms the support of the Senate for
wildlife conservation and the National Wild-
life Refuge System; and

(9) expresses the intent of the Senate—

(A) to continue working to conserve wild-
life; and

(B) to manage the National Wildlife Refuge
System for current and future generations.

———————

SENATE RESOLUTION 581 —DESIG-
NATING OCTOBER 26, 2012, AS
“DAY OF THE DEPLOYED”

Mr. HOEVEN (for himself, Mr. CON-
RAD, Mr. ROBERTS, Mr. BOOZMAN, and
Mr. BLUNT) submitted the following
resolution; which was:

S. RES. 581

Whereas more than 2,500,000 people serve as
members of the United States Armed Forces;

Whereas several hundred thousand mem-
bers of the Armed Forces rotate each year
through deployments to 150 countries in
every region of the world;

Whereas more than 2,300,000 members of
the Armed Forces have deployed to the area
of operations of the United States Central
Command since the September 11, 2001, ter-
rorist attacks;

Whereas the United States is kept strong
and free by the loyal military personnel who
protect our precious heritage through their
positive declaration and actions;

Whereas members of the Armed Forces
serving at home and abroad have coura-
geously answered the call to duty to defend
the ideals of the United States and to pre-
serve peace and freedom around the world;

Whereas members of the Armed Forces per-
sonify the virtues of patriotism, service,
duty, courage, and sacrifice;

Whereas the families of members of the
Armed Forces make important and signifi-
cant sacrifices for the United States;

Whereas in 2010, 40 States designated Octo-
ber 26 as ‘“‘Day of the Deployed’” following
the first recognition of a ‘“Day of the De-
ployed” by North Dakota on October 26, 2006;
and

Whereas the Senate designated October 26,
2011, as ‘‘Day of the Deployed’: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) honors the members of the United
States Armed Forces who are deployed;

(2) calls on the people of the United States
to reflect on the service of those members of
the United States Armed Forces, wherever
they serve, past, present, and future;

(3) designates October 26, 2012, as ‘“‘Day of
the Deployed’’; and

(4) encourages the people of the United
States to observe ‘‘Day of the Deployed”
with appropriate ceremonies and activities.

———
SENATE RESOLUTION 582—RECOG-
NIZING HISPANIC HERITAGE

MONTH AND CELEBRATING THE
HERITAGE AND CULTURE OF
LATINOS IN THE UNITED STATES
AND THE IMMENSE CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF LATINOS TO THE
UNITED STATES

Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr.
REID, Mr. CORNYN, Ms. MIKULSKI, Mr.
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BEGICH, Mr. HELLER, Mrs. HUTCHISON,
Mr. UDALL of New Mexico, Mrs. HAGAN,
Mr. NELSON of Florida, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. ENzI, Mr. CRAPO, Mr.
MERKLEY, Mr. BENNET, Mr. UDALL of
Colorado, Mr. AKAKA, Mr. WHITEHOUSE,
Mr. DURBIN, Mr. RUBIO, Mrs. BOXER,
Mr. CASEY, Mr. INOUYE, Mr. LAUTEN-
BERG, Mr. REED, Mr. BINGAMAN, Ms.
STABENOW, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. WARNER,
Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. BROWN of Ohio, and
Mrs. FEINSTEIN) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was:

S. RES. 582

Whereas beginning on September 15, 2012,
through October 15, 2012, the United States
celebrates Hispanic Heritage Month;

Whereas the Census Bureau estimates the
Hispanic population in the United States at
over 52,000,000 people, making Hispanic
Americans the largest racial or ethnic mi-
nority group within the United States over-
all and in 25 individual States;

Whereas Latinos accounted for over Y2 of
all population growth from July 1, 2010, to
July 1, 2011;

Whereas the Hispanic population in the
United States is projected to grow to
132,800,000 by July 1, 2050, at which point the
Hispanic population will comprise 30 percent
of the total population in the United States;

Whereas nearly 1 in 4 United States public
school students is Hispanic, and the total
number of Hispanic students enrolled in pub-
lic schools in the United States is expected
to reach 28,000,000 by 2050;

Whereas 16.5 percent of all college students
between the age of 18 and 24 years old are
Hispanics, making Hispanics the largest ra-
cial or ethnic minority group on college
campuses in the United States, including
both 2-year community colleges and 4-year
colleges and universities;

Whereas the purchasing power of Hispanic
Americans was $1,000,000,000,000 in 2010 and is
expected to grow 50 percent to $1,500,000,000
by 2015;

Whereas there are approximately 2,300,000
Hispanic-owned firms in the United States,
supporting millions of employees nationwide
and greatly contributing to the economic
sector, especially retail trade, wholesale
trade, food services, and construction;

Whereas as of June 2012, nearly 25,000,0000
Hispanic workers represented 16 percent of
the total labor force in the United States,
with the share of Latino labor force partici-
pation expected to grow to 18 percent by 2018;

Whereas Hispanic Americans serve in all
branches of the Armed Forces and have
bravely fought in every war in the history of
the United States;

Whereas as of July 2012, 143,054 Hispanic
active duty service members served with dis-
tinction in the United States Armed Forces
in fiscal year 2012;

Whereas as of June 30, 2012, there were
19,752 Hispanics serving in Afghanistan;

Whereas as of May 7, 2012, 645 United
States military fatalities in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan have been Hispanic;

Whereas more than 80,000 Hispanics served
in the Vietnam War, representing 5.5 percent
of individuals who made the ultimate sac-
rifice for their country in that conflict even
though Hispanics comprised only 4.5 percent
of the United States population at the time;

Whereas 140,000 Hispanic soldiers served in
the Korean War;

Whereas as of September 2012, there are ap-
proximately 1,300,000 living Hispanic vet-
erans of the United States Armed Forces;

Whereas 44 Hispanic Americans have re-
ceived the Congressional Medal of Honor, the
highest award for valor in action against an
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