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balance by asking the most fortunate
among us to pay a little extra to re-
duce the debt.

It is also the only bill with a chance
of being signed into law by President
Obama. I was dismayed to hear Speak-
er BOEHNER once again urge the Senate
to take up the House-passed bill ex-
tending more tax breaks for million-
aires and billionaires. The Senate has
already considered that bill. We re-
jected it on a bipartisan basis.

So for the Speaker to say, bring it
up, we already have. It was voted down
in this Congress. The Senate has spo-
ken. President Obama has spoken. He
has promised he will not sign any bill
that mortgages our future to pay for
handouts for the wealthiest 2 percent
of Americans.

I only hope the House Republicans
have been listening. I also hope my col-
leagues, Republican and Democratic
Members of the House and the Senate,
used the Thanksgiving break not only
to give thanks but also to reflect on
the monumental tasks ahead. I hope
they took time to reflect, too, on the
effort it will take to complete these
tasks.

As President Eisenhower said, there
will have to be compromises, and seek-
ing the middle of the road is not just
acceptable, it is the only way forward.

ORDER OF BUSINESS

Mr. President, let me say a few words
about the schedule. Discussions con-
tinue on the Defense authorization bill.
I just finished a conversation with the
chairman of the committee, Senator
LEVIN. Republican Senators have been
having disagreements among them-
selves on what they want to do on the
Defense bill. Thus, while these discus-
sions are going on, I intend to move to
proceed to the Carcieri decision affect-
ing Native Americans. I will file clo-
ture on the motion to proceed on the
motion to invoke cloture on Wednes-
day.

Tomorrow, I intend to move to pro-
ceed to executive session to consider
the disability treaty. We will seek a
reasonable agreement on amendments
to this matter. If on Wednesday cloture
is not invoked on the Carcieri matter,
I would intend to figure out some way,
with the help of Senator MCCAIN and
others on the other side, to return to
the Defense bill under the tentative
agreements we have had on that before.
It is up to Senator LEVIN and Senator
MCcCAIN to figure out a way forward on
that. I am willing to work with them
as to what is reasonable this late in the
game.

——
RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Republican leader is recog-
nized.

———
REAL AND LASTING REFORMS

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, as
most Americans know by now, the next
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few weeks are critically important in
the life of our Nation. Unless the Presi-
dent leads and Congress acts, the com-
bination of automatic tax hikes and
spending cuts will go into effect that
could have a devastating effect on our
national defense and on an already
painfully slow economy.

What is more, the Nation’s finances
are teetering on the edge, threatening
even greater hardship for literally mil-
lions unless we bring Federal spending
into balance. The question is, What are
we going to do about all of this? How
do we face up to the fiscal irrespon-
sibility and can kicking that got us
here and finally do what is right for
the country?

I do not think it is a secret that for
our part the Republicans have shown a
clear willingness to make tough
choices in order to find a solution to
the trillion-dollar deficits of the last 4
years. We have been open to revenue by
closing loopholes, as long as it is tied
to spending cuts and progrowth tax re-
form that broadens the base and lowers
rates.

This is the model laid out by the
Bowles-Simpson Commission, and it is
a model both parties should step for-
ward and embrace. Without compro-
mising our principles, we have put skin
in the game and recognition of that
while Democrats do not run this town,
neither do we. We have been respon-
sible even as we have remained firm on
this point: No tax increases now for
promised spending cuts that will not
materialize later. The American people
have seen that game before and they
will not be fooled again.

The only balanced approach is one
that includes real and lasting reforms.
So Republicans have stepped out of our
comfort zone. We have been clear about
what we will do and what we will not.
Yet we remain at an impasse, leading
us to ask why. Because a vocal minor-
ity on the hard left continues to argue
to leaders of their party, from the
President on down, that Democrats in
Washington should do absolutely noth-
ing about short-term or long-term
spending problems.

This is the ‘“‘Thelma and Louise”
crowd, the ones who dream about high-
er taxes and the bigger government it
will pay for, regardless of the impact
on jobs or the economy or America’s
standing in the world. These are the
ones who recklessly ignore the fact
that we cannot continue running tril-
lion-dollar deficits every year and
throw a tantrum if somebody suggests
that maybe the taxpayers should not
keep subsidizing every last program
Washington ever dreamed up.

Their reckless and ideological ap-
proach threatens our very future. Any-
one who is serious about solving the
problems we face should ignore all
that, starting with the President. The
election is over, but the economy and
fiscal problems of the past several
years have only gotten worse. It is
time for the President to present a
plan that rises above these reckless
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and radical voices on the hard left,
that goes beyond the talking points of
the campaign trail, and that has a real-
istic chance of passing the Congress.
The time, in other words, for cam-
paigning is over. It is time for the
President to lead.

A little over 1 week ago, I attended a
meeting with the President down at
the White House. It was positive and
productive and afterward I was con-
fident that all sides were eager to fig-
ure out a solution to the present chal-
lenges that respects our respective
principles. But as I have said repeat-
edly, the only person in America who
can make or break it is the President
himself.

He is the only one who can lead his
party to do something they would not
ordinarily do, to do what is actually
needed now. That is why he is the one
who has to present a plan for success.
So we will continue to wait on the
President and hope he has what it
takes to bring people together and
forge a compromise. If he does, we will
get there. If he does not, we will not. It
is that simple.

CHANGING SENATE RULES

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
would like to turn to another issue
that does not grab as many headlines
as these others we have been focused
on these last few days but which is
critically important since it relates to
the mortal threat that has been quietly
gathering against one of the most cher-
ished safeguards of our government.

I am referring to the latest effort by
some on the other side, most of whom
have never served a day in the minor-
ity, to force a change in Senate rules
at the beginning of the new year that
would fundamentally change the char-
acter of the Senate. This is no exag-
geration.

What these Democrats have in mind
is a fundamental change to the way the
Senate operates for the purpose of con-
solidating their own power and further
marginalizing the minority voice the
Senate was built to protect.

In the name of efficiency, their plan
is to use a heavy-handed tactic that
would poison party relations even
more. In the name of efficiency, they
would prevent the very possibility of
compromise and threaten to make the
disputes of the past few years mere pil-
low fights. To understand why, let me
explain in a little more detail what is
being proposed.

What this small group of primarily
Senate sophomores is now proposing is
that when the Senate gavels in at the
beginning of the new Congress, a bare
majority of Senators can disregard the
rule that says changes to the Senate
rules can only be approved on the same
broad bipartisan basis we reserve for
approving treaties and overriding Pres-
idential vetoes, a supermajority plus.

Lyndon Johnson once said of the 67-
vote threshold for changes to the rules
that it ‘‘preserves indisputably the
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