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Monday night that this body is capable 
of taking up a piece of legislation with-
out a cloture vote, without filling up 
the tree, without all the other par-
liamentary maneuvers and objections, 
and come forth with a piece of legisla-
tion that I think all of us can be proud 
of but, more importantly, that is of 
significant importance to the men and 
women who are serving in the military 
and our ability to protect this Nation. 

I thank the chairman again for his 
unstinting effort. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Michigan. 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I extend 
our thanks to our colleagues and their 
staffs who are working with us to keep 
this manageable. It is manageable. I 
know it sounds overwhelming and it is 
daunting, but it is manageable, pro-
viding understanding is there for this 
process and what we are doing. I thank 
the staff who are working so hard. I 
thank the Presiding Officer, who I 
know is changing his schedule this 
afternoon so he can continue to pre-
side. 

At quarter-to—when I added up the 
minutes, at quarter-to, I will put this 
unanimous consent request. I again 
emphasize that we are also working on 
many amendments that are not on this 
list, and we are still trying to clear 
them. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, we are 
going to withhold the unanimous con-
sent agreement at this time. There 
have been a number of questions raised 
about it. The time is being well spent 
actually. Those questions need to be 
asked, but there are enough of them so 
that we will pick that up on Monday. 
But we are making good progress. We 
are going to have another 17 cleared 
amendments that will be coming up, 
we hope, in the next 5 or 10 minutes. 

We have already disposed of 77 
amendments. I think we have done it 
in a way which will make this body 
proud that we are legislating. If people 
want to filibuster, threaten to fili-
buster or debate something, we are 
going to say: Come over and debate— 
which we have. So we have avoided 
these long periods of space. We have 
had no threat of a filibuster that has 
required a threshold of 60. We have had 
majority votes, and not the 60-thresh-
old votes except for that one technical 
budget amendment issue. 

We are making great progress. I be-
lieve we will continue to make 
progress. The leader, in a moment, I 
believe, is going to a file cloture mo-
tion which is going to help with 
progress. But between now and the 
time we vote on cloture, both this 

afternoon and on Monday, we are going 
to continue to work on amendments to 
try to clear amendments. 

I am sure we will voice-vote amend-
ments in the cases that they have been 
cleared and do not require a voice vote. 
The leader will, in a moment, again, 
state what his plans are. But for the 
time being, I want to thank our leader 
for the support he has given to the 
managers. It is essential. We have had 
that support. We are grateful for it, 
and to all of our colleagues and staffs 
working on this bill, which is always 
complex and always has literally hun-
dreds of amendments. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-

jority leader. 
Mr. REID. The work done has been 

exemplary by the two managers. I ap-
preciate it very much. We have dis-
posed of 75 amendments. We have an-
other batch we are going to approve 
very quickly. We have had rollcall 
votes. There has been significant 
progress made. We are not going to be 
able to lock in a finite list of amend-
ments. That is always hard to do. But 
I am confident we are going to be able 
to get this done. 

Senators MCCAIN and LEVIN and their 
staffs will be available over the week-
end, and staff will be available more 
than the two Senators, who have spent 
many hours on the Senate floor. We 
need to make sure people who have 
problems with the proposal made by 
the two managers, that they let them 
know because we need to lock this in 
as quickly as possible. 

I am going to file cloture in just a 
minute. I encourage people to work 
with the managers. We are going to go 
out. Senators LEVIN and MCCAIN are 
going to clear a few amendments, and 
then we are going to go out for the 
weekend. This has been a very produc-
tive week. 

CLOTURE MOTION 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I have a 

cloture motion at the desk. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-

ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 
We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-

ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move 
to bring to a close the debate on S. 3254, a 
bill to authorize appropriations for fiscal 
year 2013 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military construc-
tion, and for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military per-
sonnel strengths for such fiscal year, and for 
other purposes. 

Harry Reid, Carl Levin, Kay R. Hagan, 
Barbara A. Mikulski, Tom Udall, Jeff 
Merkley, Al Franken, Tom Harkin, Jon 
Tester, Richard Blumenthal, Jeff 
Bingaman, Patrick J. Leahy, Robert P. 
Casey, Jr., Amy Klobuchar, Max Bau-
cus, Michael F. Bennet, Mark Begich, 
Patty Murray. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent under rule XXII that the 
mandatory quorum be waived. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. REID. Senator LEVIN will an-
nounce to the Senate at a later time— 
but just to give an idea of what to ex-
pect—there will be a Maryland judge’s 
vote on Monday evening. Then that 
will be followed by a cloture vote on 
the matter that I just sent the motion 
on to the desk. 

We would hope that there will be the 
ability at that time—while the 30 hours 
are running—to clear a bunch of 
amendments. 

f 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREE-
MENT—EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, as in execu-
tive session, I ask unanimous consent 
there be no amendments in order to the 
treaty or the resolution of ratification; 
that following leader remarks on Tues-
day, December 4, the time until 12 noon 
be divided in the usual form; that at 12 
noon the Senate proceed to vote on the 
Resolution of Advice and Consent to 
Ratification of the Convention on the 
Rights of Persons with Disabilities; 
that if the resolution is adopted, the 
motion to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table; that the 
President be then immediately notified 
of the Senate’s action; further, that if 
the resolution is not adopted, the trea-
ty be returned to the calendar, there be 
no motions or points of order in order 
other than a motion to reconsider. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 
2013—Continued 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Arizona. 

Mr. MCCAIN. Mr. President, I would 
like to thank the majority leader again 
for his encouragement of this process. 
As I said before, I think it should be an 
example for addressing further pieces 
of legislation before this body. It has 
been very tough. There have been hun-
dreds of amendments that have been 
filed, many of which have been dis-
posed of. 

I believe on Monday night we could 
complete this legislation with the co-
operation of all Members so that this 
body could move on to other business. 
I want to thank again my friend, the 
chairman, who continues to show un-
limited patience, which is a quality 
that I do not possess. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
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