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business—Lydia’s Prescription Pharmacy—an
independent pharmacy on San Antonio’s south
side. Adolfo provided high quality pharmacy
services to the area residents while also men-
toring many Mexican-American youth to pur-
sue higher education in the health professions.

For over 30 years, Lydia’s Pharmacy served
the residents of the south side of San Antonio
until Adolfo’s retirement During those years,
Adolfo together with his wife Lydia, raised their
family and served their community. In 1986,
the family suffered the tragic loss of the
youngest child, Rebecca Christina, “Becky”.
Despite this incredible loss, Adolfo and his
family, with the love and support of family and
friends, worked through their grief and contin-
ued to thrive. Adolfo and Lydia will celebrate
their 49th wedding anniversary on January 26,
2013 and their remaining four children have
led successful careers in law, health care, and
public health. In addition to running a business
and raising a family, Adolfo earned a second
degree in business administration; found time
to serve as a board member of the St. Peter’s/
St. Joseph’s Children’s Home; became a
member of the Our Lady of Grace Knights of
Columbus; and traveled with friends and fam-
ily within the U.S., Europe, and Mexico. He is
a longtime Spurs fan and enjoyed their first of
four championships like most San Antonians
did, by riding through downtown in an im-
promptu celebration! He is also a devoted
grandfather to his seven grandchildren.

Again, please join me in recognizing a true
community leader in San Antonio on his 80th
birthday, Adolfo Jesus Valadez.

———
HONORING THE SERVICE OF CALI-
FORNIA ASSEMBLYMAN AN-
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Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Anthony Portantino for his six years of
service in the California State Assembly. A
graduate of Albright College in Reading, Penn-
sylvania, Assemblyman Portantino started out
with a successful career in the entertainment
industry. He produced and co-wrote a mul-
titude of film and TV productions, including
independent historical films highlighting racial
issues in American history.

Mr. Portantino was then elected to the La
Canada Flintridge City Council in 1999 with
over 70 percent of the vote. As a member of
the City Council/School District Joint Use
Committee, he played a pivotal role in pro-
curing funding and services for local public
schools. Mr. Portantino continued to serve as
a member of the Council for nearly eight years
and served two terms as its Mayor in 2001
and in 2005. He resigned in 2006 upon his
election to the California State Assembly.

During his years in the California legislature,
Assemblyman Portantino served the 44th Dis-
trict with great distinction, championing tough-
er regulations on firearms and successfully
passing 38 bills into law.

He presided as Chair of the Assembly’s
Committee on Higher Education and was a
member of the Transportation, Government
Organization and Public Safety Standing Com-
mittees. He also served as a member of the
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Assembly Select Committees on the Preserva-
tion of California’s Entertainment Industry,
Foster Care, and Community Colleges. As-
semblyman Portantino has been recognized
by his community for his extraordinary efforts
on behalf of the Gold Line and for his exem-
plary service as a state legislator.

As a strong advocate for transparency and
accountability in state finances, and a cham-
pion of health care issues, Assemblyman
Portantino will be missed in the Assembly and
by his constituents, but | know he will continue
to represent the needs of his community in
any endeavor he chooses to pursue hereafter.
| join my colleagues in thanking him for his
service and wish the Assemblyman, his wife
Ellen, and their children Sofia and Isabella, the
best in this new chapter of their lives.
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Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, | come to the floor
today to remember a former member of my
staff who lost his battle with cancer two weeks
ago today.

Joe McNulty was my deputy press secretary
and director of online communications. He
worked for me from the summer of 2009 until
this July, when he left to go to law school at
the University of South Carolina. Joe was an
important member of my staff and will be
missed dearly.

Joe was an amazing individual and certainly
left his mark on this world, as evidenced by
the number of people who attended his me-
morial service at Immanuel Bible Church in
Springfield, Virginia on December 10. Aside
from family, friends and co-workers, class-
mates from high school and college were in
attendance as were friends and neighbors of
his parents, Paul and Brenda, and three sis-
ters, Katy, Anni and Corrie.

People came from as far away as Spain for
the service. There were friends from the
church he attended and members of his col-
lege club soccer team. His principal from Rob-
inson high school came, as did the school’'s
choral director. The current U.S. Attorney for
the Eastern District of Virginia was at the serv-
ice (Joe's father was the U.S. Attorney for the
Eastern District of Virginia from 2001-2006)
as were several other assistant U.S. attorneys
from the office and a number of U.S. Mar-
shals.

Joe’s passing also made Politico’s Play-
book, something everyone on Capitol Hill
reads every day and Joe devoured every
morning.

The service for Joe was deeply moving. The
pastor of his church in Fairfax spoke at the
service, as did the pastor of the church he
started attending in South Carolina, where he
was attending law school. Both talked about
Joe’s strong faith in the Lord.

Joe’s best friend, Steve Brewer, talked
about how they met as freshmen in high
school and said Joe was the best friend any-
one could ask for. He told a story about how
on a recent birthday the Washington area was
paralyzed by a massive snowstorm, yet Joe
managed to dig out his car and drive across
town so his best friend wouldn’t be alone on
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his birthday. That spoke volumes of Joe’s loy-
alty and the value he placed on friendship.

Joe’s older sister, Katy, spoke on behalf of
the “McNulty Women.” She reminisced about
how she and “Joey” would play for hours on
end as toddlers and that Joe was always a
good sport about playing the things that his
older sister always wanted. She also talked
about how “Joey” cared about his sisters and
always looked out for them.

His father, whom | have known since his
days when he served on the House Judiciary
Committee, described how Joe always put
others first, even in his darkest hours. He em-
phasized how much Joe would want to thank
everyone for all they have done for him
through the years and for coming to his me-
morial service. He told a story about how as
Joe was once being wheeled into an operating
room he asked the nurses to stop so he could
thank them and the doctors for all they were
doing for him. One of the nurses said no one
had ever done that before. That was Joe. Al-
ways putting others first.

Paul also stressed Joe’s unwavering in his
courage, especially as he received one piece
of bad news after another yet always helped
his family and friends get through all it. Paul
said Joe referred to his courageous reaction to
news about spreading cancer as “a leadership
moment.”

His family has carried on Joe’s spirit, send-
ing out this message a few days after the
service: “On behalf of all the McNulty’s, | [his
mother, Brenda] just wanted to say THANK
YOU SO VERY MUCH for all of your selfless-
ness over the weekend as you prepared, and
on Monday for Joe’s service. It was above and
beyond anything we could ever hope for or
imagine and we are so very grateful. . . .
Every word spoken and every song sung min-
istered to us and to everyone there. So many
people have been telling us that they appre-
ciated the scriptures, were moved by the
whole tone of the service, and gained a new
appreciation for Joe and all he was about. We
truly appreciate all you did to participate in the
service and wish we could give you all a huge
collective hug but mere words will have to do.”

| was honored to speak at Joe’s service on
December 10. Below are my remarks:

I am speaking today on behalf of my entire
staff, who worked with Joe and loved Joe.
We extend our condolences to Brenda and
Paul and the rest of Joe’s family.

Joe started in the Wolf office as an intern
but left as a vital part of our staff. He always
wanted to be a prosecutor like his father.
That drove him.

I know my staff would have liked him to
have abandoned those plans for our own self-
ish reasons because of the talents he brought
to the office. He always pushed us to find
new and more creative ways to reach con-
stituents. He was a trend setter on Capitol
Hill for communicating online. Other offices
would regularly reach out to him asking for
advice. He also was active in the Republican
Communications Association, serving as its
treasurer and reinvigorating the organiza-
tion with great speakers and social events.

Joe brought an incredible work ethic to
the office. No job was too menial; no task in-
surmountable. He also had an unbelievable
reservoir of energy. There were nights that
he would play sports until the wee hours of
the morning but be at his desk first thing in
the morning ready to conquer the world.

He never really stopped working. My staff
got an e-mail from him just the other day
making sure we had seen an article on an
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