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House of Representatives 
The House met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. RIVERA). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
January 2, 2013. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable DAVID RI-
VERA to act as Speaker pro tempore on this 
day. 

JOHN A. BOEHNER, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 17, 2012, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. 

The Chair will alternate recognition 
between the parties, with each party 
limited to 1 hour and each Member 
other than the majority and minority 
leaders and the minority whip limited 
to 5 minutes each, but in no event shall 
debate continue beyond 11:50 a.m. 

f 

HURRICANE SANDY RELIEF 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Maryland (Mr. HOYER) for 3 minutes. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, it was to 
my profound disappointment that I 
learned last night that the House 
would adjourn the 112th Congress with-
out providing assistance to the victims 
of Superstorm Sandy. 

I am joined today, Mr. Speaker, by 
many of my colleagues from the juris-
dictions whose people received the 
most damaging blow. Though my dis-
trict did not sustain the extreme dam-
age that those in New York, New Jer-

sey and Connecticut did, the President 
declared several Maryland counties eli-
gible for Federal assistance from this 
storm, but it was minor, and my citi-
zens are not in dire circumstances; but 
the citizens of some from whom we will 
hear today are in that condition. 

Those counties joined hundreds in 
the 1,000-mile diameter of this storm— 
the largest geographically in the his-
tory of the Atlantic hurricanes. Now, 
at best, the Speaker has said that 
Sandy’s victims will need to wait until 
the next Congress to receive assist-
ance—Wait, they say, to millions who 
are in pain and in distress. We should 
not be waiting. We should be voting 
this very morning, which I tell you, 
Mr. Speaker, I expect to happen from 
my discussions with the majority lead-
er. 

As I said last night, I went with Con-
gressman GREG MEEKS to Breezy Point 
and the Rockaways in New York, and 
what I saw there in Sandy’s aftermath 
defied description and demanded ac-
tion. To those who say that FEMA has 
not yet disbursed all the funds it has to 
assist families and businesses, I would 
tell them that they deeply underesti-
mate the damage in these areas and 
the wide range of assistance required 
to alleviate the pain and suffering. At 
Jacob Riis Park, I saw the mountains 
of debris that the Corps of Engineers 
had begun to remove from neighbor-
hoods. That debris represents people’s 
lives, homes, and businesses. 

With this legislation, we would have 
provided up to $1.6 billion to the Corps 
to continue removing debris so that 
families could begin rebuilding. Would 
we have had to borrow that money? 
Yes. Just as if the furnace went out 
and the temperature were at zero, you 
would immediately replace the furnace 
to keep the families safe and borrow 
the money to do so; and, yes, we would 
have had to repay it, and we would. 

This bill would have allocated $6 mil-
lion in emergency aid for food banks to 

make sure that people in the richest 
country on the face of the Earth have 
some sustenance for them and their 
children. I saw an area of Breezy Point 
where more than 100 homes were dev-
astated by fire when an electric trans-
former malfunctioned. The many fire-
fighters who lived in that neighborhood 
could not get additional help from sur-
rounding boroughs due to the severe 
flooding. They battled mightily and 
they saved many lives, but there is lit-
tle left—indeed, none—of their homes. 

I saw local businesses, Mr. Speaker, 
which had been there for years, com-
pletely destroyed, waiting for the $620 
million in SBA assistance this bill 
would have provided. We talked a lot 
about not imposing burdens on small 
business by additional taxes. These 
small businesses are out of business 
without our help. We walk away today 
from nearly $4 billion in assistance to 
help reconstruct Rockaway Beach and 
other places, which is critical to the 
area’s economic recovery and impor-
tant to prevent further storm damage. 

Finally, there is also the toll on tran-
sit and infrastructure, including inun-
dated subway and traffic tunnels that 
were referred to last night. This bill 
would have provided up to $10.9 billion 
for transit and $2.2 billion for highways 
to help make sure that the area is not 
just cleared of water but repaired. If 
small businesses are going to be able to 
operate, it will be because consumers 
and customers can get to them and get 
to the schools and get to the hospitals 
and get to their families. 

Waiting to act until later this month 
when Members were here and ready to 
vote last night is not the right choice. 
No Member of this House could travel 
to the Northeast, see the damage, and 
tell anyone in those areas to wait— 
wait for us to act, wait for us to help, 
wait for us to come to your aid. We 
cannot and we should not wait. We 
must not walk away. 
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Mr. Speaker, I urge the Speaker of 

this House to reconsider and to act im-
mediately. Now is the time to act. 

Mr. RUNYAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
disbelief that a Hurricane Sandy disaster relief 
bill has failed to come to the floor in the cur-
rent Congress. 

It has been over two months since Super 
Storm Sandy devastated my home state of 
New Jersey, and Congress has failed to act. 
After Hurricane Katrina Congress acted and 
passed a supplemental spending bill within 10 
days. 

My district was ground zero for Sandy and 
suffered horrific damage. 

I can personally attest to the devastation as 
I toured many of the coastal towns in the days 
after the storm, and I can honestly say that 
some areas look like they had just been 
bombed. 

Governor Christie, after careful examination, 
estimates the damage to New Jersey alone to 
be $36.9 billion. 

I fully support the Governor’s request. New 
Jersey will need every last dime in order to re-
build successfully. 

My constituents and I are extremely dis-
appointed that in our time of need this Con-
gress has failed to act. 

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Mr, Speak-
er, I rise today to express my absolute shock 
that the House Republican leadership has ad-
journed the 112th Congress without address-
ing the needs of the victims of Superstorm 
Sandy. 

Like most Members whose constituents 
were affected by Sandy, we expected, and 
were all but assured, that there would be con-
sideration of a supplemental appropriations bill 
before this House adjourned. It is utterly unac-
ceptable to leave millions of Americans across 
the most densely populated part of the nation, 
including my Long Island district, on the hook 
for the unexpected costs of a natural disaster. 

The House Republican leadership had plen-
ty of time to act—let’s review the timeline. In 
November, Governors from affected states 
acted to give preliminary assessments of the 
damage caused to their cities and towns. In 
early December, the President submitted to 
Speaker BOEHNER a detailed supplemental 
package. By the end of December, the Senate 
passed a bipartisan supplemental providing 
sixty billion dollars in federal resources to 
Sandy victims. And yesterday, House Repub-
lican leadership chose to give Members an 
extra day of vacation rather than take up the 
Senate-passed bill or, at the very least, even 
attempt to address the needs of millions be-
cause of this natural disaster. All the House 
leadership did was tell storm victims to wait 
until the next Congress. Excuse me for being 
cynical, but I don’t have much faith that this 
House leadership can keep its word and de-
liver for the people in a timely manner. Mid-
night hour deals on fiscal cliffs, pending dys-
function with the debt ceiling situation in two 
months—I just don’t believe it. 

Ladies and gentlemen, this represents an 
unprecedented action in the Congress. Never 
before has the United States Congress turned 
its back on its citizens after a natural disaster. 
Members of this Congress whose constituents 
were affected by Sandy have time and time 
again supported supplemental appropriations 
bills for other areas of the country affected by 
natural disaster. We were there with funding 
after Katrina, and we were there after the 

floods in the Midwest. Nowwe need to be 
there for millions in the Northeast. How come 
when it is our constituents’ unfortunate cir-
cumstance to be in need of similar funding we 
are told to wait? 

It’s shameful. 
I am pleased that both my Republican and 

Democratic colleagues have expressed their 
shock and disappointment in House leadership 
for not allowing a vote on a Sandy aid pack-
age. I will not rest until I can deliver this fund-
ing to my constituents on Long Island and to 
the millions who live throughout the Northeast. 
The Senate passed a good bill, a bipartisan 
bill, a bill that includes much needed mitigation 
funding as well. Nine weeks is already far too 
long for folks to wait to be helped by our fed-
eral government after a disaster of this mag-
nitude. FEMA alone cannot provide all the 
necessary funding until this House acts. The 
Small Business Administration, the Army 
Corps of Engineers, other vital federal agen-
cies and our state and local governments 
NEED the additional resources to help stem 
the hurt Sandy caused. 

I am ashamed of the actions of this House 
Republican leadership and I remain committed 
to getting Long Islanders and those across the 
Northeast the federal assistance they deserve. 

f 

SUMMARY OF ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. STEARNS) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, we’ve 
had a very good session of the 112th 
Congress, and we got through it last 
night. I think all of us, regardless of 
how we voted, feel a certain relief that 
we can move on in this country and 
start to tackle the huge deficit we 
have. 

This is going to be my last speech on 
the floor. I had the opportunity yester-
day to deliver a speech that deals with 
what I felt were some of the problems 
in this country with regard to the def-
icit. 

I quoted a lot from Thomas Jeffer-
son, who aptly realized how trouble-
some and serious the amount of bor-
rowing by this Congress and past Con-
gresses could be to this country. He, of 
course, inherited a similar situation 
when he became President, and how he 
solved it, I felt, was important to put 
in the RECORD—his acute sense of ur-
gency and how he went about solving 
the deficit he inherited. So I talked 
about that last night in my speech on 
the floor. 

The second thing I talked about was 
this whole idea of Keynesian economics 
and that the problem we have is con-
tinuing to stimulate the economy with 
either QE1, QE2, QE3, and so on with 
this quantitative easing that Chairman 
Bernanke is doing and how that is ulti-
mately hurting this country. 

I also thought I would speak briefly 
today on some of the accomplishments 
that I have had over my 24 years. Some 
of these are very important, I think, 
for my district and, of course, I think, 
for the country. 

The first one I’ll mention is the Cross 
Florida Barge Canal. This was 86,000 

acres that were tied up at the Federal 
Government. President Nixon wanted 
to do the Cross Florida Barge Canal. 
Ultimately, he decided against it, so 
this amount of land was tied up in the 
Federal Register. With the help of 
Charlie Bennett, a Congressman from 
Jacksonville at that time, I sponsored 
a bill to retake that 86,000 acres and 
move it back to Florida, where it was 
originally located. So we de-authorized 
the Cross Florida Barge Canal, and 
President Bush signed into law my bill 
on November 29, 1990. 

b 1010 
The second major piece of legislation 

I am very proud of is the Telecommuni-
cations Act of 1996. I was a conferee 
with the Senate. I had many amend-
ments involved with that, particularly 
with the broadcast side. It provided 
competition, reduced regulation, and it 
started this whole innovation in our 
telecommunication industry. And it 
was a great honor for me to serve and 
to be contributing to that great bill 
which created all of the new jobs in 
this country. 

The third one was the Veterans Mil-
lennium Health Care and Benefits Act, 
which was signed by President Clinton 
on March 10, 2000. This bill was to pro-
vide extended care services for our vet-
erans, to make improvements in health 
care programs at the Department of 
Veterans Affairs. I was chairman of the 
Health Subcommittee at the time, and 
I was able to advance this bill, and I 
am very proud that President Bill Clin-
ton signed it. 

The fourth bill was the Cardiac Ar-
rest Survival Act. President Clinton 
signed it on February 13, 2000. It pre-
vents as many as 50,000 unnecessary 
deaths each year in the United States 
by using what are called AEDs, which 
are automated external defibrillators. 
It allowed people to be trained to save 
lives, and so this act was very impor-
tant. I’m glad that it was signed as my 
bill. 

The fifth one I am very proud of that 
President Bush signed is dealing with 
asthma conditions. Self-administration 
of medications was prevented in 
schools because they had no drugs al-
lowed, and some of the children had 
asthma and they needed EpiPin or they 
needed some albuterol, and if it wasn’t 
available they could go into asthma at-
tack. This bill allowed nurses in 
schools to provide this type of treat-
ment. 

The sixth one is the Protection of 
Lawful Commerce in Arms Act. It was 
signed by President George Bush on 
October 26, 2005. It basically provided 
civil liability action protection for 
companies that were manufacturing, 
distributing, or importing firearms or 
ammunition, for damages that were 
caused. Cities and States were suing 
these manufacturers, putting them out 
of business. They were nuisance suits, 
and I’m glad that President Bush 
signed it. 

The last one I’m very happy to talk 
about is a bill that President Clinton 
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signed, H.R. 5109, which basically as-
sisted the Veterans Health Administra-
tion to help personnel. 

In closing, Mr. Speaker, I want to 
thank Jack Seum, my chief of staff, for 
his 20 years of service; Paul Flusche for 
his 17 years; Sherrie Porter for her 10; 
and Shawna Williams for her 14 years 
of service. They did an extraordinarily 
good job, and I thank them. 

I recognize my long time employees. 
Jack Seum, Chief of Staff, 20 years of serv-

ice; Paul Fluche, Press Secretary, 17 years of 
service; Sherrie Porter, District Director, 10 
years; and Shawna Williams, Staff Case-
worker, 14 years. 

And I thank all of my staff for their strong ef-
forts. 

Also I want to thank Jay Pierson for his help 
during my tenure in Congress. He was the 
floor manager and did a great job. His 34 
years of service was extremely impressive. 

DISTRICT FUNDING REQUESTS SUMMARY 
1. Establishment of an outpatient clinic for 

Veterans in Leesburg and Ocala, Florida. 
2. Instrumental in building a Veterans’ hos-

pital facility in western Marion County, part of 
The Villages, with ten acres of land donated 
by Gary Morris, the owner of The Villages. 

3. Funding for a 235-bed facility for the Vet-
erans Administration Hospital in Gainesville. 

4. Numerous funding support for the infra-
structure for the beltway in Ocala and the belt-
way in Clay County. 

5. Conversion of the Master Navy Jet Base 
Cecil Field into the Cecil Field Commerce 
Center with continuous appropriated funding 
made to help transition this into a commercial 
enterprise. 

6. Further funding for the National Guard in 
Camp Blanding for the new Education Center 
as a result of the 9/11 tragedy and terrorist at-
tack. Also helped National Guard in the relo-
cation of the space program deposit of rocket 
fuel at Camp Blanding. 

7. Federal funding for the building of a new 
prison in Sumter County and the funding for 
the intersection to allow transportation require-
ments to be met off of I75. 

8. Accomplishments for Jacksonville Area: 
JAX VA Cemetery: I first offered legislation 

(H.R. 3882) to establish a new VA cemetery in 
northeast Florida in 1996. There are approxi-
mately 189,000 veterans in the Jacksonville 
area, but there were no veterans’ cemetery to 
provide them a permanent place of honor. It 
was not until 2003, with the inclusion of lan-
guage from my bill (H.R. 197) into H.R. 1516, 
the National Cemetery Expansion Act of 2003, 
that a veterans’ cemetery in Jacksonville was 
finally established. 

Cecil Field: With the closure of Cecil Field, 
I have worked with area leaders and involved 
citizens in transforming Cecil into a commer-
cial center. Since 2001, I have secured $10.5 
million in appropriations funding for the former 
Cecil Field, now Cecil Commerce Center. 

I also worked through the Military Airport 
Program (MAP) to upgrade the facilities at 
Cecil. From FY 2000 to 2003, I helped Cecil 
receive more than $12.5 million in MAP fund-
ing for building and hangar renovation, runway 
rehabilitation, and infrastructure improvements. 

Florida National Guard: I have a long record 
of working with the Florida National Guard and 
its premier facility at Camp Blanding. I have 
secured funding and support for establishing 
the Rocket Motor Storage Facility, various in-
frastructure upgrades, and the Air National 
Guard Weather Readiness Training Center. 

NADEP: I support the mission and workers 
at Jacksonville NADEP. Stearns contacted 
Secretary of Defense and pointed out specific 
examples in which NADEP personnel contrib-
uted directly to returning equipment to combat 
readiness. 

JAX Port: I consistently join the area dele-
gation in supporting dredging at JAX Port Au-
thority. 

MORE RECENT EXAMPLES ARE 
1. Representative STEARNS introduced 

FAST, the ‘‘Faster Access to Specialized 
Treatment Act’’ (H.R. 4132), which rewrote 
Section 506 of the Food, Drug & Cosmetics 
Act to modernize the accelerated approval 
pathway for rare disease drugs. FAST was in-
cluded in the FDA Prescription Drug User Fee 
Act (PDUFA), Rare Disease Bill. 

2. Congressman STEARNS worked with Rep. 
ED TOWNS (D–NY) to craft H.R. 734, the Pe-
destrian Safety Enhacement Act of 2009 
which directed the Secretary of Transportation 
to set a noise level sufficient to alert blind and 
other pedestrians of the presence of operating 
motor vehicles. This legislation was signed 
into law on January 4, 2011 as S. 841. 

3. One of the high points for veterans and 
serving on the 24 years on the Veterans Af-
fairs Committee was the accomplishment of 
getting a new cemetery in Jacksonville. The 
language in Representative STEARNS’ bill H.R. 
1516 was incorporated into the National Cem-
etery Expansion Act of 2003, establishing a 
veterans’ cemetery in Jacksonville. This was 
signed by President Bush. Representative 
STEARNS had originally dropped H.R. 3882 
and it was ten years later that this Act was ac-
complished and signed into law by President 
Bush. 

4. Representative STEARNS served as a 
member of the Air Force Congress with Sam 
Johnson who spent 61⁄2 years as a POW at 
the Hanoi Hilton. While a member of the Air 
Force Caucus the Air Force Association pre-
sented to Congressman STEARNS the W. Stu-
art Symington Award which is the highest 
honor presented to a civilian in the field of na-
tional security. 

5. A recent bill which passed the Congress 
for the first time with Democrat support was 
H.R. * * * (James) the Concealed Weapons 
Permit to allow Americans to carry a con-
cealed weapon if they have established their 
credentials from the state of their residency to 
other states. 

f 

HURRICANE SANDY RELIEF 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. NADLER) for 3 minutes. 

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, some-
times events occur that are so out of 
the ordinary, so unusual as to defy be-
lief. Such is the decision of the Speak-
er last night not to permit this House 
to vote on relief aid for the three 
States and some other areas that were 
devastated by Hurricane Sandy. 

I have been in this House for 20 years. 
There have been many disasters— 
floods, hurricanes, tornadoes, earth-
quakes, wildfires. In every single in-
stance, this House has voted aid for the 
necessary States; in every single in-
stance, usually within a week or 2. 
Never more than 3. It has now been 9 
weeks since October 29 when Hurricane 
Sandy devastated three States and 
parts of more—9 weeks. 

The Senate passed a bill to aid us. 
The House was ready. The bill was pre-
pared and an amendment was prepared. 
We were assured the bill would be on 
the floor last night or today. At the 
last minute the Speaker, without even 
talking to Republicans, not to mention 
Democrats from New York, refusing to 
meet with them, suddenly pulled the 
bill and said we wouldn’t have a vote; 
as if the people in New York and Con-
necticut and Pennsylvania, New Jersey 
are not in need of aid; as if thousands 
of people are still not without heat, 
without water—as if thousands of 
small businesses don’t need loans and 
aid so that they don’t go under; as if 
thousands of people don’t need help to 
rebuild their homes, to clear the trash 
from their properties; as if hundreds of 
municipalities don’t need aid to fi-
nance this activity, having used up all 
their budgets for that purpose. 

We’re told by the chairman of the 
Appropriations Committee we’ll get a 
bill on the floor later this month in the 
next Congress. It’s already 9 weeks. It’s 
already an unprecedented length of 
time. And why? Are New Yorkers and 
Pennsylvanians and Connecticut resi-
dents and New Jersey residents less 
American than the people that we aid 
in the Midwest and the South when we 
vote for aid for those people because 
they are the victims of natural disas-
ters? How can we treat an entire region 
of the country this way? It is the most 
disgraceful action I’ve seen in this 
House in the 20 years I’ve been here. 

I see that we’re told that, well, 
FEMA still has money until March. 
But it’s not just FEMA; it’s the Small 
Business Administration that needs 
the appropriation now to help small 
businesses now; it’s the Army Corps of 
Engineers that needs the authoriza-
tion, the appropriation now to help the 
people who are victimized. 

There is no excuse for this, none. It is 
a betrayal of the people of those 
States. It is a betrayal of the people of 
the United States. It is a betrayal by 
the Speaker personally of the Members 
of this House not to permit a vote. I 
have never seen an action like it. I 
hope I never see it again. 

I urge the Speaker to reconsider and 
to rectify this decision today, because 
today is the deadline to avert going 
down in history as shameful. 

f 

HURRICANE SANDY RELIEF 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. GRIMM) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. GRIMM. Mr. Speaker, it’s very 
difficult to stand here and have to 
speak to my constituents knowing that 
we’re going to break, we’re going to 
end this Congress, and I’m going to go 
and walk the streets in Midland Beach, 
in South Beach, in New Dorp Beach 
and Tottenville, and I’m going to meet 
with homeowners that I’ve been meet-
ing with for 9 weeks now and I can’t 
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tell them that everything is going to 
be okay because, as of right now, ev-
erything is not okay. In fact, it’s far 
from okay. 

I don’t often agree with my colleague 
that just spoke, Mr. NADLER, on a lot 
of substantive issues, but I have to 
agree with him today, and that is not 
an easy thing for me to do because 
there was a betrayal. There was an 
error in judgment that is going to cost, 
I think, the trust of the American peo-
ple, not from me individually, not nec-
essarily even for the Members here 
today, but for this body as a whole as 
we move forward. 

I couldn’t be more proud to be an 
American. You know, I used to tease 
people that I bleed red, white, and blue. 
Since I was young, I knew I would 
serve in the military, and I did. And I 
would have given my life for this coun-
try time and time again. And even 
later on, I put myself in harm’s way 
serving with one of the greatest organi-
zations this country has to offer with 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation, a 
huge honor. And I really, really felt, 
when I took my oath as a Member of 
Congress, that it would be a level of 
service that would even outweigh my 
prior service because I was going to be 
in a position to help my fellow Ameri-
cans every way that I could and to ac-
tually go out and touch my friends, 
neighbors, even those that didn’t sup-
port me or had different political 
ideologies, I was going to be able to use 
the work ethic that I inherited from 
my father to make their life a little 
better. That’s why I took this job, to 
make people’s lives a little better, to 
make life in the United States a little 
better. And I’m not able to do that 
today, and I don’t understand why. 

b 1020 
And I think it’s inexcusable that we 

did not have this vote and bring those 
that are suffering, those men and 
women that are looking at their chil-
dren right now, and they’re not sure 
what to tell them because they’ve lost 
their small business, their only source 
of income. 

And why is that important? Well, be-
cause the SBA and FEMA and all the 
government officials that hit the 
ground when Superstorm Sandy hit ex-
plained that if you didn’t get money 
into the hands of these small busi-
nesses almost immediately, then most 
likely they would go under. If you 
don’t start rebuilding right away, peo-
ple start to become depressed and they 
lose hope. Let’s not even discuss the 
economic impact. 

So to delay this vote, even for an-
other day, is something that will reso-
nate, not only with the people that 
have been affected and are suffering 
and have lost everything, but I think it 
will resonate with the American people 
for a long time; and I think it will 
make them wonder what we are here 
for and what is the role of the Federal 
Government, what is the role of the 
Congress, and maybe most impor-
tantly, can they trust us. 

So it is with a heartfelt apology that 
I apologize to my constituents, to my 
fellow New Yorkers in need, those in 
New Jersey, Connecticut, and Pennsyl-
vania. I did all that I could. I will not 
stop. I will not relent, and I will con-
tinue to push for this vote to come as 
quickly as possible. But there is no 
rhyme nor reason, and it is inexcusable 
that it has not come already. 

You are in my thoughts and my pray-
ers, and I will be there on the ground as 
soon as I get back to New York to help 
as much as I can, knowing that I’m not 
helping nearly enough because we don’t 
have the funding to do so. 

I want to thank my colleagues across 
the aisle that have been exemplary. It 
has been an honor to work so closely 
with you on these efforts. It has been 
not only bipartisan but bicameral. 
Governors, mayors all across the aisles 
have weighed in, and that is something 
that I will treasure and will continue 
to do as we move forward, knowing 
that we should not have to be here 
today. 

f 

HURRICANE SANDY RELIEF 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. CROWLEY) for 3 minutes. 

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, last 
night the Republican leadership 
reneged on their commitment to vote 
on aid for the families in the States 
that were devastated by Superstorm 
Sandy. We were told it was because Re-
publicans just couldn’t stomach any 
additional votes in this Congress. 

I wonder if those same people walked 
along the beaches of Long Beach and 
Long Island, Breezy Point and Belle 
Harbor and Rockaway Beach in GREG 
MEEKS’s district, Staten Island or Sea-
side Heights in New Jersey; if they 
could stomach the devastation they 
would witness, stomach the lives that 
were lost, stomach the homes that 
have been destroyed or the families 
that have been displaced, stomach the 
businesses that are closed and, in many 
places, have been lost. 

In the weeks after the storm, my Re-
publican colleagues told us—not all, by 
the way, and I want to point out that 
Mr. GRIMM and Mr. KING, Mr. DOLD and 
others were very, very helpful—but the 
leadership, I’m talking about, told us 
they were with us and that they would 
support us. 

But I guess those were only words, 
because last night we learned the 
truth. And thanks to their actions, 
there’s no additional Federal assist-
ance to help hardworking people re-
build and restart their lives. 

Now, I’m not a cynic, but I do won-
der, what if we told the Republicans 
that a few millionaires’ and billion-
aires’ lives were destroyed by the 
storm, whether they’d want to help all 
the families hurting because of Sandy? 

And I wonder, what if Republicans 
were promised that by providing aid to 
families in need that, in turn, they 
would get a tax break? Would these in-

centives have changed their mind? 
Would it have prompted action? Be-
cause it truly does appear their only 
priority is helping those that have the 
most. 

Republicans in Congress brought this 
House to a new low last night. 

The banner over the Speaker’s chair 
says ‘‘In God We Trust.’’ God alone 
cannot help these families rebuild but, 
unfortunately, the American people 
cannot trust the Republican Congress 
to help either. The only thing my Re-
publican colleagues did this week was 
to serve up false hope to the people 
who have been devastated by the 
storm, false promises, false guarantees 
that we’d be there to help them in 
their time of need. 

Many of you know that my cousin, 
John Moran—I don’t speak about John 
often—was killed on 9/11. He came from 
the Rockaway community. There was a 
monument on the beach, 118th Street. 
There were, I would say, dozens of 
monuments, as Congressman MEEKS 
knows, along the Rockaway Peninsula. 
They were destroyed by Hurricane 
Sandy. 

It didn’t stop my family and his 
neighbors from going out and sifting 
through the feet of sand to find that 
memorial. It was that precious to 
them. They didn’t wait for the Federal 
Government to come help pull them up 
by their bootstraps. They did it them-
selves. They continue to do it. 

There are humble people, proud peo-
ple throughout this entire region who 
have been affected by this. They will 
recover but, sad to say, no thanks to 
the 112th Congress. 

f 

THE AMERICAN PEOPLE ARE 
LOOKING FOR CERTAINTY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. DOLD) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DOLD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today, 
and I know we’ve talked a lot and have 
heard from my colleagues about Sandy, 
and I certainly want to talk about 
that. 

I want to talk about last night we 
were able to avoid the fiscal cliff. The 
American public, at least the constitu-
ents that I talk to on a regular basis, 
are looking for certainty. They’re look-
ing for us to find common ground. 
They’re looking for us to be able to 
move the country forward. 

I’m a small business owner, Mr. 
Speaker. I meet a budget and a payroll. 
I employ 100 people. For me, that’s 100 
families. It’s a role and responsibility 
that I take very seriously. 

And while I do believe that the Fed-
eral Government should play as little a 
role as possible in the lives of Ameri-
cans, they do need to play a role. They 
need to be able to provide those things 
that Americans cannot provide for 
themselves, whether that be infrastruc-
ture, whether that be a common de-
fense, justice. These are some of the 
things that I think we do share a lot of 
common ground with. 
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Now, Mr. Speaker, I spent some time 

in Long Island, New York, recently and 
also in New Jersey. The devastation 
that Sandy has caused that region is 
nothing short of remarkable. 

And while I do believe that we have a 
spending problem that has been going 
on, frankly, in this House, on both 
sides of the aisle for a long time, there 
are those times when we need to come 
together as an American people and 
say we have Americans out there that 
cannot provide for themselves, that 
have been devastated, that need a help-
ing hand. 

And do I think that they will repay 
that? I do. 

We have an opportunity, Mr. Speak-
er, to come together as Americans, Re-
publicans and Democrats together, to 
try to help provide need. 

My colleague, JOE CROWLEY, was just 
up here talking about devastation that 
happened on the beaches. MICHAEL 
GRIMM, and I’m sure most of the New 
York and New Jersey delegations 
which will follow up here, and those 
from Connecticut, will talk about dev-
astation that was happening in their 
communities. 

I do believe that we have a role to 
play, and I do believe that action needs 
to happen and happen quickly. 

Now, there are many on my side of 
the aisle that believe that we shouldn’t 
be spending a nickel more than we 
have to. And while I agree that we need 
to tighten spending, and that this body 
needs to treat spending and those dol-
lars as if they were their own, we can’t 
needlessly ask taxpayers to provide 
more resources only to have them 
squandered. 

Let me tell you, Mr. Speaker, these 
dollars will not be squandered. I be-
lieve that they are desperately needed. 
At a time when many Americans have 
lost hope, there is that opportunity for 
us to stand united together to provide 
that hope for the American public. It 
may be New York and New Jersey and 
Connecticut and Pennsylvania today, 
but it may be a different part of the 
country tomorrow. 

Now, as we look forward, Mr. Speak-
er, as the 112th Congress comes to a 
close, we have a heck of a lot more 
work to be done as a country. 

b 1030 

I, for one, hope that we can talk 
about reining in the out-of-control 
spending. But then, again, it’s not 
going to happen with one party or the 
other. It’s going to have to be about bi-
partisanship. And I do hope that we can 
bring pieces of legislation on this floor, 
like Simpson-Bowles, in that frame-
work, that talk about revenue in-
creases, whether that be through re-
forming the Tax Code and talking 
about where we can rein in spending, 
how we can reform things to make sure 
we have a social safety net, which is so 
vital. And I do believe that we need to 
have that social safety net. We need to 
strengthen that social safety net so 
that it’s there for future generations. 

I also think, Mr. Speaker, as we look 
at health care, we have to start think-
ing outside of the box. And certainly, I 
have enjoyed working with ROB AN-
DREWS on the American Center for the 
Cures, an idea that we need to be look-
ing at how do we solve and cure some 
of these diseases that we spend hun-
dreds of billions of dollars on treating 
each and every year, whether it be dia-
betes, Alzheimer’s, or Parkinson’s. If 
we came up with a cure for these types 
of diseases, think about where we’d be 
then, and where we can put those addi-
tional resources into the very vital 
areas that our government needs to 
fund. 

So I am optimistic, Mr. Speaker, that 
our best days are ahead. But I also 
know that people are fed up with the 
idea of this partisanship. And I fear 
that we’re going further partisan; that 
we’re anchoring to the extremes as op-
posed to coming to the center. My hope 
is that this body can focus more on 
what we agree on as opposed to what 
we disagree on. That’s what the Amer-
ican public’s looking for. That’s what I 
hope this Congress can accomplish in 
the 113th, and beyond. 

I want to take this last moment to 
thank so many of my colleagues on 
both sides of the aisle for their friend-
ship, for their support, and I certainly 
look forward to continuing the friend-
ship in future years. 

f 

HURRICANE SANDY RELIEF 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
New York (Mrs. LOWEY) for 21⁄2 min-
utes. 

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, the Re-
publican do-nothing leadership has an 
opportunity to do something—some-
thing very important—today to help 
the more than 17 million Americans 
who were devastated by Hurricane 
Sandy, one of the worst storms in U.S. 
history, more than 9 weeks ago. The 
Senate has sent us a good bill. We are 
ready to act. We have the bipartisan 
votes to pass it. And yet the House Re-
publican leadership has said there will 
be no votes today, the last day to pass 
this legislation without delay before 
we have to start all over again in the 
new session of Congress tomorrow. 

Let me be very clear. Republican 
leadership has turned their backs on 
New Yorkers. They have turned their 
backs on those suffering without 
homes and businesses struggling just 
to get by. They have no valid reason 
for this delay—only the dysfunction 
with which they lead this body. 

This record storm resulted in the 
deaths of over 100 Americans. The 
coasts of New Jersey, New York, and 
Connecticut have been devastated. 
Other surrounding States have sus-
tained significant damage. In 2005, this 
body came together and passed a Fed-
eral disaster assistance bill to help the 
gulf recover from Hurricane Katrina 2 
weeks after the storm. Congress acted 
to assist those who suffered damage in 

Hurricane Gustav and Ike within 1 
month. 

The Governors of our States, Demo-
crat and Republican, have assessed 
over $82 billion in damages. The Senate 
bill would have provided $60.4 billion— 
not everything that was requested, but 
a detailed, thoughtful disaster assist-
ance plan to help these communities 
rebuild. More than 9 weeks since the 
storm hit, House Republican leadership 
is doing nothing, after giving us nearly 
virtual assurance just yesterday that 
we would consider this assistance bill 
today. 

When a disaster hits on American 
soil, we as a Congress have the respon-
sibility and tradition of working to-
gether, Democrat and Republican, to 
help communities rebuild. Our citizens 
are counting on us to help them re-
cover from the storm and mitigate fu-
ture disasters. I respectfully urge 
House leadership to reconsider their 
decision. Support the victims of Hurri-
cane Sandy. Put politics aside. Do the 
right thing. People are waiting. People 
need this assistance. Let’s bring the 
bill to a vote today. 

f 

HURRICANE SANDY RELIEF 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
DOLD). The Chair recognizes the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. KING) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. KING of New York. Thank you, 
Mr. Speaker. At the outset, let me 
thank you for your service during your 
time in Congress, and thank you for 
your remarks here this morning. 

I think it’s important to set the 
record straight. Last night, many of us 
came to the floor and rightly said that 
the conduct of the Republican leader-
ship was disgraceful, it was indefen-
sible, and it was immoral. But I think 
it’s important to lay out the facts as to 
how we reached this situation so we’re 
not put in a position of name-calling or 
somehow we’re angry or feelings are 
hurt. This goes far beyond any of that. 

The fact is, as Congresswoman 
LOWEY said, within 10 days after 
Katrina, $60 billion was appropriated. 
That number ended up going well over 
$100 billion. It’s now 9 weeks and noth-
ing has been appropriated by this Con-
gress for the people of New York, New 
Jersey, Connecticut, and Long Island, 
which I represent. 

The fact is that over the last 5, 6, 7 
weeks we did everything that the Re-
publican leadership asked us to do. 
Governor Cuomo came down. I was at 
the meeting. He met with the Speaker. 
Governor Christie came down. He met 
with the Speaker. Governor Bloomberg 
came down. He met with the majority 
leader. We were asked to submit de-
tailed documentation. Governor 
Christie, Governor Cuomo, and Mayor 
Bloomberg all submitted absolute doc-
umentation. When we asked if any-
thing else is required, they said, No, 
you’ve given us all we need. 

When the bill came from the Senate, 
we were told there was some pork in 
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the bill. That was taken out of the bill. 
The bill that was going to be voted on 
on the House floor was exactly in com-
pliance with what the Republican lead-
ership asked us to do. 

Let me just say at this time, in my 
dealings with him, Majority Leader 
CANTOR has been very straightforward, 
very direct. Last night, I know that he 
was fighting to get the bill on the cal-
endar. It was the Speaker that, for 
whatever reason, walked off the floor 
and said that the bill was being pulled. 

Now I don’t enjoy saying this. I con-
sider myself a personal friend of JOHN 
BOEHNER. And JOHN BOEHNER person-
ally has been very helpful to me over 
the years. So it pains me to say this. 
But the fact is the dismissive attitude 
that was shown last night toward New 
York, New Jersey, and Connecticut, 
typifies, I believe, a strain in the Re-
publican Party. I know this is not the 
place to discuss politics, but that poli-
tics seeps over into a governmental de-
cision that was made. 

I can’t imagine that type of indiffer-
ence, that type of disregard, that cava-
lier attitude being shown to any other 
part of the country when we’re talking 
about real life-and-death situations 
here—and to just have the Speaker 
walk off and not even tell us. He tells 
an aide to the majority leader, who 
then tells us that the item that means 
life and death was taken off the cal-
endar and is gone for this session. 

Now they say it’s going to be brought 
back up in January. The fact is: let’s 
be real. We’re not in session next week. 
The following week we’re in session for 
2 days. The following week is the inau-
guration, and we’re in recess for 2 days. 
Then we have the State of the Union. 
Committees haven’t even organized 
yet. And does anyone believe if they 
wouldn’t vote for a $60.4 billion last 
night, that the Appropriations Com-
mittee is suddenly going to get religion 
and going to vote the full amount, 
when we know what their attitude is— 
that somehow money going to New 
York and New Jersey and Connecticut 
is corrupt money, when money going to 
their States is so honorable. I would 
just say that these people have no 
problem finding New York when it 
comes to raising money. It’s only when 
it comes to allocating money that they 
can’t find the ability to do it. 

So I’m standing here on the House 
floor today saying we have a moral ob-
ligation as Republicans, as Democrats, 
as Americans. I spoke to Governor 
Christie and Governor Cuomo. We’ve 
been in constant contact with Mayor 
Bloomberg. We cannot believe that this 
cruel knife in the back was delivered to 
our region. I have to go home this 
weekend and next weekend and the 
week after and see the hundreds and 
thousands of people who are out of 
their homes, who don’t have shelter, 
who don’t have food, and they’re living 
with relatives, friends, and living in 
trailers. This is not the United States 
of America. This should not be the Re-
publican Party. This should not be the 
Republican leadership. 

I’m asking the Speaker, tell HAL 
ROGERS and these people who somehow 
who have become very sanctimonious 
when dealing with New York and New 
Jersey that they have an obligation to 
do what they have to do—and that’s 
provide the aid and relief that we need. 
If there’s one penny that they have a 
problem with, let us know. But don’t 
walk out in the dark of night and ig-
nore us. 

f 

HURRICANE SANDY RELIEF 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) for 21⁄2 min-
utes. 

Mr. PALLONE. Let me thank Mr. 
KING, my colleague from New York, for 
his remarks. I really appreciate what 
he said—that this is not a Republican 
or Democratic issue. It shouldn’t be po-
liticized. Natural disasters and re-
sponding to them are what I’ve seen 
over my 25 years in Congress, and they 
are what bring us together to try to 
help people. The Speaker should not 
use this opportunity to tear us apart. 

I was here last night when we got the 
word through Congressman KING that 
the Speaker was going to pull this bill. 
And what the message said was, Well, 
we can do this in January. We’ll do it 
sometime later in January in the new 
Congress. 

b 1040 
As Congressman KING said, we can’t 

wait. My district was devastated by 
this storm. I would ask of Speaker 
BOEHNER, come to Sea Bright, New Jer-
sey. Drive through Sea Bright, New 
Jersey. It’s a town that has less than 
2,000 people. The business district is to-
tally destroyed. One or two stores have 
reopened; the rest are still closed. Most 
of the people still have not been able to 
return to the town. 

Go to Union Beach in New Jersey, 
also in my district, where you can see 
that now everything is exposed. We 
still have people that do not have a 
place to stay, that are looking for an 
apartment or staying in motels or 
looking for a trailer to be placed next 
to their home and still don’t have it. 

We need to rebuild now. We need to 
act now. We can’t wait for the next 
Congress or another couple of weeks or 
another couple of months. 

What I don’t understand, Mr. Speak-
er, is how is it possible that this has 
become a political issue? It is clear 
that we’re here today. We can vote on 
this. The votes are clearly there. We 
should have an open debate. That’s 
what democracy is all about. And all of 
a sudden, because the Tea Party or 
some conservative element is worried 
that they have to vote on another 
spending bill, all of a sudden the 
Speaker says, well, we can’t do this 
today. This is politicizing a situation 
that should not be political. It is an-
other example of what I call the ‘‘do- 
nothing’’ Congress. 

This Congress did very little. It had 
fewer bills passed than in anybody’s 

memory. Rather than go out on this 
negative note about not bringing up an 
emergency because of a hurricane, a 
devastating natural disaster, why not 
do something positive on a bipartisan 
basis, Mr. Speaker. Bring this up. Let 
us have an open debate. We’re still 
here. Don’t let this Congress die on 
this negative note. Let it build on a 
positive note, so when we come in and 
we’re sworn in on Thursday, we can 
show that we can work on a bipartisan 
basis. 

I have never seen anything like it. To 
me, it is just deplorable. 

f 

FAREWELL REMARKS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. RIVERA) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. RIVERA. Mr. Speaker, as we 
close on the 112th Congress, I wish to 
express my gratitude to the residents 
of Florida’s 25th Congressional District 
for having given me the honor and the 
privilege to serve them as their elected 
Representative in the United States 
Congress. 

When my constituents first elected 
me to come to Congress, they did so 
with what I thought was a very clear 
mandate as to what the focus of the 
112th Congress should be, and that is to 
restore fiscal responsibility to the Fed-
eral Government and begin moving our 
economy forward to create jobs. Here 
in the U.S. House of Representatives, I 
believe we have strived to meet the 
challenges that out-of-control spending 
have created in the form of yearly defi-
cits and long-term debt accumulation. 
The 112th Congress’ passage of the free 
trade agreements with Colombia and 
Panama and South Korea demonstrates 
what type of pro-economic growth and 
job-creation policies can be achieved 
when we place the Nation’s long-term 
economic interests before parochial or 
short-term considerations. 

Unfortunately, too often in the 112th 
Congress, our efforts here in the U.S. 
House of Representatives to restore fis-
cal responsibility to the Federal Gov-
ernment have not been met with the 
same sense of urgency by our gov-
erning partners in the United States 
Senate or the White House. Last eve-
ning’s vote regarding a so-called fiscal 
cliff is yet another example of Wash-
ington’s willingness to forego making 
difficult, long-term decisions regarding 
spending in deference to short-term 
fixes that do not solve our looming 
debt crisis. That same debt crisis, that 
is the real fiscal cliff that our Nation 
faces; because whether we realize it or 
not, the more our Nation climbs this 
mountain of debt—a mountain we our-
selves are creating—the higher the 
cliffs will be. 

I urge future Congresses to meet this 
challenge, take up the challenge in re-
storing fiscal responsibility with a re-
newed sense of vigor and urgency. 

I also want to encourage my col-
leagues in the 113th Congress to apply 
that same sense of urgency to another 
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issue of great national importance: im-
migration reform. I clearly recognize 
what a contentious issue this is, pit-
ting two fundamental American val-
ues—rule of law and compassion— 
against each other, but I would suggest 
that making this effort is crucial to 
America’s future. 

We need a sustained commitment to 
afford opportunity for all Americans, 
at least for young people, young people 
who, through no fault of their own, are 
now in limbo due to their undocu-
mented status; young people who have 
been educated in our school systems; 
young people who are willing to 
achieve further academic excellence, 
who are willing to serve in our military 
and risk their lives. Can we not at least 
say that, if somebody is willing to die 
for America, the least we can do is give 
them a chance at life in America? I 
hope in the 113th Congress the answer 
to that question will be ‘‘yes.’’ 

So, Mr. Speaker, I end my remarks 
where I began, expressing my deep 
sense of gratitude for the honor and 
privilege granted me to serve in the 
112th Congress. I have been blessed 
with a superb staff of dedicated profes-
sionals: my previous chief of staff, 
Steve Vermillion, may he rest in peace; 
my current Chief of Staff, Javi 
Correoso; and my entire D.C. office 
staff. My district director, Alina Gar-
cia, and my entire district office staff 
have all served this Congress, the peo-
ple of Florida’s 25th Congressional Dis-
trict, and our Nation with honor and 
distinction. My friends, supporters, and 
constituents have blessed me with 
their confidence. 

And finally, my gratitude to my fam-
ily, and particularly my mom, Daisy, 
who is a saint, whom I love dearly, and 
who has sacrificed everything so that I 
have the opportunity to serve and 
achieve the American Dream. Only in 
America can a child of a political ref-
ugee, a kid born on the wrong side of 
the tracks, grow up and be elected to 
serve in the United States House of 
Representatives. America is indeed the 
greatest country mankind has ever 
known. 

May God bless you, Speaker, and my 
colleagues. May God bless the United 
States House of Representatives. May 
God bless the United States of Amer-
ica. 

f 

HURRICANE SANDY RELIEF 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. BISHOP) for 21⁄2 minutes. 

Mr. BISHOP of New York. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise in solidarity with my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle 
against the House Republican leader-
ship’s outrageous decision to refuse 
emergency assistance for our States to 
recover from the strongest storm to 
ravage our region in generations. 

It’s simply unconscionable that this 
Chamber would walk away from a re-
gion desperate for assistance in its 
greatest hour of need. We cannot ac-

cept this shockingly callous indiffer-
ence of the leadership to the human 
suffering that our constituents and 
their fellow citizens continue to en-
dure. 

The leadership’s decision stands in 
stark contrast to the immediate deci-
sions to provide relief in the wake of 
every disaster that has befallen this 
Nation over the past many years. It 
comes in stark contrast to our Nation’s 
call to provide well over $100 billion to 
Louisiana and the Gulf States fol-
lowing that tragedy, the first $62 bil-
lion of which was on its way to the 
Gulf States within 2 weeks of the 
storm. 

More than 2 months after our region 
was struck, our constituents are still 
waiting for help. Our States are over-
extended and our constituents have 
reached the limits of their tolerance. 
They deserve more than the Federal 
Government’s refusal to help, particu-
larly after the Senate’s strong bipar-
tisan approval of the aid we need. 

Our leadership has decided to pass up 
an important investment against fu-
ture losses. Many of our districts re-
main exposed to future damage. My 
own district, for example, experienced 
two relatively routine storms in late 
December, but, nonetheless, those 
storms compounded the massive ero-
sion along the south shore of Long Is-
land. We simply cannot afford any fur-
ther breaches, flooding, overwashing, 
or storm damage without incurring sig-
nificant losses to our infrastructure 
and to our economy. 

Mr. Speaker, let me close with this: 
What do I say when I go home to my 

constituents in Mastic Beach, a work-
ing class community on Moriches Bay 
with a little over 5,000 homes, about a 
thousand of which sustained damage, a 
great many of which are unrepairable? 
Do I tell them that the Republican 
leadership of the House considers it en-
tirely appropriate for their tax dollars 
to be used for recovery and repair in 
New Orleans, in Tuscaloosa, in Joplin, 
or anywhere else in this country where 
a natural disaster has occurred? Or do 
I tell them that when it’s in their hour 
of need, the Republican leadership has 
decided to simply walk away? That’s 
precisely the message that the Repub-
lican leadership is sending to my con-
stituents. 

They deserve better. The residents of 
all of the States that were ravaged by 
this storm deserve better. We must 
bring this bill to a vote immediately. 

f 

HURRICANE SANDY RELIEF 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. RI-
VERA). The Chair recognizes the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) 
for 21⁄2 minutes. 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, as 
the 112th Congress ends with a whim-
per, not a bang, not so much finished 
as worn out, I was prepared to come to 
the floor this morning and talk about 
some of the unfinished business that 
we kicked down the road with a pro-

posal last night: a serious deficit reduc-
tion, the debt ceiling, tax reform. One 
thing I didn’t expect to be confronted 
with is what you have been hearing 
from my colleagues today, that we do 
not have the time to address the dis-
aster relief for Hurricane Sandy, which 
everybody thought was a given. 

b 1050 

This is the crew that came to town 
shouting ‘‘read the bill,’’ that they 
were going to have 72 hours’ regular 
order to move in a fashion. They gave 
us 154 pages, 24,000 words nobody had 
read, but we at least thought we would 
be dealing today with this emergency 
assistance. 

I am stunned, frankly, that we find 
ourselves in this situation, but we have 
24 hours left. How hard would it be to 
take up a bill that was already over-
whelmingly passed by the Senate? How 
hard could it be, based on the bipar-
tisan expression last night of support 
for a bill that almost everybody hated 
and had reservations about but would 
come together for something they 
thought was important for the coun-
try? 

Remember when rebuilding and re-
newing America was a bipartisan objec-
tive? Maybe we could take a little bit 
of that spirit of bipartisanship and co-
operation last night and rise to the oc-
casion in the next 24 hours to do some-
thing for the people who deserve our 
help and support. If not, then it ought 
to be the first order of business of the 
new Congress, and we ought not to go 
home this week until this matter is ad-
dressed. 

f 

THE POWER OF UNITY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Ohio (Mr. KUCINICH) for 21⁄2 minutes. 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I want 
to begin by thanking my wife, Eliza-
beth, who is here in the gallery, for her 
constant support during my service in 
the United States Congress and to 
thank the people of Ohio’s 10th Con-
gressional District for their constant 
support, as well as the great congres-
sional staff both at the district and at 
the D.C. level. I also, before I make fur-
ther remarks, want to express my sup-
port for my colleagues from New York 
and New Jersey in their tireless efforts 
on behalf of their constituents who 
have suffered so grievously from Hurri-
cane Sandy. 

We must unite for the people, and 
that’s really the idea of the United 
States. It’s the unity of States, but it’s 
even deeper than that. It’s expressive 
of the unity of people that it’s all for 
one and one for all. Our Nation’s first 
motto, ‘‘E Pluribus Unum,’’ out of 
many we are one, stresses the power of 
unity. The idea of human unity is im-
plicit in this Nation. 

In my visits across America, I discov-
ered that there is an underlying unity 
which binds us as Americans and which 
calls us forward to a higher purpose. I 
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have also come to understand that our 
politics divide people. The politics of 
polarization and hyper-partisanship 
has become obviously quite destruc-
tive, nearly incapacitating our govern-
ment. Yet at such a time, the hunger 
for unity is the greatest, but the ideo-
logical differences between us widen. 

We need a new politics in America 
which unites people, which sets aside 
partisan differences for the greater 
good of the country, and which strives 
to reconnect with the greatness of the 
Nation and the goodness of the Amer-
ican people. But what would that poli-
tics look like? The rhetoric would 
change to one of mutual respect. The 
questioning of motives would end. The 
poison system of ‘‘pay to play’’ would 
be transformed by public financing, 
and our government would be rededi-
cated to addressing the practical aspi-
rations of the American people for jobs, 
for health care for all, for education for 
all, for retirement security for all, and 
for environmental security. 

We need a new politics which creates 
jobs and celebrates the dignity of work. 
Our government must raise the status 
of working people and protect their 
rights. Our government must stress 
wealth creation over taxation, invest-
ment over debt, health over illness, 
peace over war, and liberty over sur-
veillance. 

We have the capacity of choosing and 
choosing again as we are involved in 
the most creative endeavor of human 
achievement actualizing the highest 
principles upon which this country was 
founded and infusing those principles 
into self-government. Unity. One Na-
tion, under God, with liberty and jus-
tice for all. 

A new America is waiting to emerge. 
Let us call it forward with the same 
sense of wonder and expectation that 
the Founders first evoked: the United 
States of America. 
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will remind Members to refrain 
from referring to occupants of the gal-
lery. 

f 

HURRICANE SANDY RELIEF 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. RANGEL) for 21⁄2 min-
utes. 

Mr. RANGEL. I was just asking my 
friend, JOE CROWLEY, is there a legisla-
tive possibility that we could bring 
this to the floor. I think everybody has 
enough compassion for the Speaker 
after what he’s been through with his 
own party trying to get some bills to 
the floor to understand that anything, 
even something this enormous, could 
have fallen between the cracks. What a 
great opportunity to say let’s try to 
put these pieces together. 

In any event, nobody has said it’s im-
possible to do it; and if it’s just a ques-
tion of pride in terms of party unity, I 
can’t think of anything at this time 
that would be better served than to 

have all of America especially thank 
the Speaker for reconsidering trying to 
help the lives of tens of thousands of 
American people. 

Once again, I don’t know what my 
chances are going to be getting into 
Heaven, but the absence of listening to 
the compassionate support of the reli-
gious community is deafening to me. I 
know their strong position about same- 
sex marriage and about women control-
ling their bodies and all of those 
things. And I say, if you write the 
book, you have the rules, do what you 
have to do. 

But, my God, when it comes to car-
ing for people, not New York, New Jer-
sey and Connecticut, not just the 
United States, but all over the world, 
can’t there be some people that have 
compassion to know that this is what 
God expects us to do? That’s why we 
say, in God we trust, because we’re sup-
posed to take care of fiscal calamities, 
which we fail, but the compassion is 
not in the parties, it’s in the people. 
And these people could be your neigh-
bors today and someone else’s neighbor 
tomorrow. 

And this great United States, what a 
great insurance policy to have, to have 
friends from different communities, 
different backgrounds to know, as we 
say in the hood, we got your back. 
That’s what it’s all about. People all 
over the world, when they have a prob-
lem, no matter what the political dif-
ferences are, know that America will 
have enough compassion to put aside 
those differences and to send out our 
men, our women and our firefighters 
over there, to do what, to help. 

How do we possibly explain to our 
kids and grandkids that when it came 
to Americans, when it came to people 
who fight and die for this country, that 
we not only didn’t help, but worse than 
that, we turned our back on them? 

f 

HURRICANE SANDY RELIEF 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
New Jersey (Mr. LOBIONDO) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. LOBIONDO. Mr. Speaker, I appre-
ciate the opportunity to be here today. 
I did not think it was going to be nec-
essary. But the Superstorm Sandy re-
lief bill, I’ve heard a lot of people talk-
ing about it. This isn’t about us as 
Members of Congress. This is about our 
constituents. Do you have any idea 
what it’s like when someone else’s life 
is ripped from their hands, lives are 
lost, all personal property is lost, busi-
nesses are lost, and the hope of the 
Federal Government coming in is what 
is keeping them alive and motivated, 
and now with no explanation, the rug is 
pulled out from all of us, but most of 
all our constituents? 

This is a disaster on top of a disaster. 
We, all of us, I think I speak for all of 
us, when Katrina hit, 10 days later, $60 
billion, $100 billion altogether. Now we 
have to hear from people in Florida, 
Louisiana, Texas, and Alabama, and, 

yes, some people from California and 
the Midwest when they have a disaster 
and we were there for them that the 
rules are going to change for us and it 
is now not an emergency and the Fed-
eral Government doesn’t have a role in 
this? 

b 1100 

It’s absurd, absolutely absurd. We de-
mand nothing less than we have given 
the rest of the country. An emergency 
and disaster means emergency and dis-
aster, and that’s what we had. Go back 
and look at the videos. Go back and see 
how people were devastated. The people 
of the Northeast had something we 
have never seen before, and we’re ex-
pecting the Federal Government to 
play their role and be there. That’s the 
minimum that’s expected. 

We worked hard to put together a 
package in a bipartisan way. People 
are crying out for bipartisan action. 
We had this, Republicans and Demo-
crats, shoulder to shoulder, working 
together, forming a package, giving a 
little bit here, giving a little bit there, 
working our other Members, building 
the votes, promising, anticipating that 
we would have today the finishing part 
of this. 

I’m convinced we had the votes. I’m 
convinced we would have moved this 
forward. And for us in New Jersey, 
every day that is lost is a bigger dis-
aster. This isn’t about people getting a 
sun tan. This is about jobs and the 
economy, a $40 billion tourism business 
that relies on the summer season. Who 
is going to come and vacation in a 
community that doesn’t have a beach 
and whose town is devastated that nor-
mally comes there? The answer is no-
body. So the bigger disaster is going to 
come in a couple of months from now, 
and the money into the pipeline is 
what we needed now. We needed it 5 
minutes ago. We needed it 2 weeks ago. 
We don’t need it a month from now. We 
need the Federal Government to step 
up so people’s lives can be put back to-
gether. 

We’re all hit hard enough with the 
recession. On top of that, now we have 
to deal with the anxiety and the failure 
of Congress to act, to provide what is 
normally provided. Why all of the sud-
den are New Jersey, New York, Con-
necticut, and Pennsylvania, why are 
we the first States that have to answer 
to some new rules or some new formula 
that is going to come out about how we 
do these things? I don’t ever remember 
a question with Katrina, that that $60 
billion was too big a number. I remem-
ber that they were showing how peo-
ple’s lives were devastated. Why are 
our constituents any less important 
than the constituents of the past who 
had devastation? All of this is real, and 
we need to find a way to move forward. 

So, yes, there is anger and frustra-
tion. That is all rolled into this. We’re 
going to stay united. We’re going to 
work together. We’re going to find a 
way to move this forward. But we need 
to make this absolutely crystal clear 
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that this is not about people in Con-
gress; this is about constituents whose 
lives were ruined. We need to do the 
right thing, and we need to do it now. 

f 

HURRICANE SANDY RELIEF 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
DOLD). The Chair recognizes the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. MEEKS) for 
21⁄2 minutes. 

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, last night 
when I came to the floor for the first 
time since I’ve been in this body, my 
heart was hurting. I understand poli-
tics, but this should not be about poli-
tics. This should be about leadership. 

The first thing I want to do is to say 
to the Speaker, Come walk with me, 
Mr. Speaker. Come walk with me. Let’s 
walk the beaches of the Rockaway Pe-
ninsula. You will see a peninsula where 
every soul, no matter whether you 
were rich or whether you were poor, no 
matter whether you were black or 
whether you were white, every indi-
vidual, no matter what your religious 
belief was, every individual was af-
fected by this storm, everyone. 

Come walk with me, Mr. Speaker, as 
STENY HOYER did, and talk to the peo-
ple, look into their eyes, understand 
their needs. Come walk with me, Mr. 
Speaker. Maybe then you can have the 
leadership that is necessary to get this 
bill passed today. Come walk with me, 
Mr. Speaker. 

If you can’t walk with me, Mr. 
Speaker, for any reason, then go walk 
with MICHAEL GRIMM. If it is a partisan 
issue for you—because it’s not for me— 
go walk with MICHAEL GRIMM on Stat-
en Island, Mr. Speaker. You will see 
the same pain that the people in the 
Rockaways have. It’s the same pain be-
cause they’re the same people. They 
are the American people. This is the 
United States of America, and this is 
the people’s House. 

We make jokes all the time about the 
Senate. The Senate stood up and 
passed the bill. This is the people’s 
House, Mr. Speaker. We are supposed 
to do the right thing for the American 
people. I’m proud of being on the For-
eign Affairs Committee, going all over 
the world and talking about what 
we’ve got to do and how we help folks, 
how we help other individuals all over 
this world. 

We have Americans, Mr. Speaker, 
who are crying out for help, who are 
saying they don’t know where their to-
morrow is. We have Americans, Mr. 
Speaker, who are worried to this day 
right now that we may have another 
northeaster tomorrow. And with the 
sand gone and the dunes now down, 
we’ll have another disaster. They’re 
asking me as their Member, Will our 
government help us? Where are you? 

Mr. Speaker, we need leadership. 
Come walk with me, Mr. Speaker. 
Come walk with me, and see the Amer-
ican people that are suffering. 

LET’S FIGHT TOGETHER FOR A 
BETTER AMERICA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. MURPHY) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. MURPHY of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, thank you for your service 
and your friendship to our country. 

I’ve been watching the media, Mr. 
Speaker, and hearing a lot of distortion 
of what happened in the House Cham-
ber yesterday. 

Let’s recall that on December 31 at 
midnight, taxes went up for every tax-
payer massively, the fiscal cliff. By the 
end of the evening, the House came to-
gether, working with the Senate, and 
reduced taxes for 99 percent of Amer-
ican taxpayers. We kept taxes lower for 
dividend income, capital gains. We 
maintained a higher child tax credit. 
We helped keep the marriage penalty 
from hurting families. We did all this 
in a permanent way. This is a big win. 
We have a lot of work to do, but that 
was a big win. 

The President also promised that he 
would work with us to have further 
cuts in spending. We should hold him 
to that promise on both sides of the 
aisle. We have several serious issues to 
come in this 113th Congress. We have 
to deal with the debt ceiling, spending 
cuts, implementation and regulations 
in the health care law, improving the 
efficiency and effectiveness of govern-
ment. 

It’s easy for people to look at any 
piece of legislation—I actually chal-
lenge people to find some piece of legis-
lation here that was perfect. Any 
major bill has flaws. Even a rose has 
thorns, as they say. Let’s understand 
that we will see success when we work 
together, not when we continue to 
snipe at each other’s heels. 

The challenges before us will only be 
dealt with by the courage we find with-
in us to find the common ground be-
tween us and fight together for a better 
America. 

f 

HURRICANE SANDY RELIEF 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Mr. ANDREWS (New Jersey) for 21⁄2 min-
utes. 

Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, we’re 
here this morning for the fellow citi-
zens who didn’t put up a Christmas tree 
or light a menorah or celebrate their 
holiday at home this year because they 
have no home. We’re here for the 
boardwalk merchants who are not 
going to be starting their businesses up 
again this Memorial Day along the 
boardwalk because there’s no business, 
and there’s no boardwalk. We’re here 
because a lot of people’s lives are dev-
astated. 

It’s important to understand what we 
are and are not asking for. We are not 
asking that every Member of this 
Chamber follow our lead and vote 
‘‘yes’’ in favor of the bill the Senate 

has already passed. We are simply ask-
ing that every Member of this Chamber 
have the opportunity to vote on that 
bill. 

b 1110 

President Kennedy said governing is 
choosing. We are prepared to choose an 
investment in the recovery of our 
neighbors and our country. We respect 
those who would make a different 
choice, but we cannot abide by those 
who would say they would make the 
choice of doing nothing at all, letting 
the clock run out on this Congress, 
which means that we’d have to start 
all over again. The people I talked 
about for whom we are here this morn-
ing, they need to start all over again. 
They need to get back to their homes, 
back to their businesses, back to their 
lives; and as we delay, we delay that 
possibility for them. 

Every Member has the right to exer-
cise his or her own conscience on any 
piece of legislation. No Member has the 
right to deprive the rest of us of the 
same opportunity for our constituents. 
We should meet today. We should vote 
today. We should move forward today. 

f 

HURRICANE SANDY RELIEF 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. REED) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. REED. I rise today, Mr. Speaker, 
to join my colleagues on the other side 
of the aisle. I come from a district in 
New York that was not impacted by 
Hurricane Sandy, but I come to this 
floor today to express my frustration 
and my disappointment in the decision 
that was made to not bring up the Hur-
ricane Sandy supplemental aid for the 
people of New York, New Jersey, Con-
necticut—our fellow citizens, Ameri-
cans, who have suffered devastating 
impacts. 

Now, I understand what some of the 
dynamics of this bill are about. I un-
derstand that the Senate has put forth 
a bill that many on my side of the aisle 
have expressed concern about—pork- 
type of activity that the Senate con-
tinues to engage in with fisheries and 
Smithsonian funding and things like 
that that don’t really have much to do 
with Hurricane Sandy. But that’s a 
separate issue that could have been ad-
dressed and should be addressed by this 
body in cleaning up that bill and in 
getting the aid, getting the resources 
to the people who are suffering today. 

That was the intended plan, that we 
were going to let the will of the House 
speak—clean up the bill that the Sen-
ate had produced but, most impor-
tantly, do what is right for our fellow 
citizens because there is not a better 
purpose of the Federal Government, 
which is for the Federal Government to 
stand with our citizens when they are 
suffering the most, especially when 
they are suffering from a natural dis-
aster such as Hurricane Sandy. 

I join with my colleagues on the 
other side of the aisle in, again, asking 
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for our leadership to change the deci-
sion that was made to let the clock run 
out on this Congress and deal with this 
issue tomorrow. We don’t have the lux-
ury of waiting until tomorrow. These 
people are suffering today. 

I talked to my colleagues of the dis-
tricts that were impacted by this dev-
astating storm, and I have heard the 
horror stories, and I’ve heard the sto-
ries of suffering of the many millions 
of people who were impacted in New 
Jersey and New York outside of my 
district. I think it is right and it is just 
and it is proper for us to hear the sto-
ries of those individuals and to make 
sure that we stand with them and take 
this bill up now rather than kick it to 
the next Congress. God knows when we 
will actually get to it in that congres-
sional session. 

So I join my colleagues on both sides 
of the aisle. Let us do what is right, 
Mr. Speaker. Bring this bill to the 
floor, and get on with the business of 
attending to our fellow citizens as 
Americans. 

f 

HURRICANE SANDY RELIEF 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
New Jersey (Mr. PASCRELL) for 21⁄2 min-
utes. 

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, I want 
to wish you the best. I’m glad there’s 
one more Democrat, but I’m not glad 
that you’re leaving. You’re a gen-
tleman. 

Look, I don’t think that this is time 
for a pedantic debate. As we say in Jer-
sey, it is time calmly, cooly to take 
the gloves off. This is the time. There 
is precedent here. I would suggest to 
the Governors that they should bring 
us to court. It’s fitting. 

Not only did we pass the money for 
Katrina in a very short period of 
time—part of it was by a voice vote. 
Can you imagine? Part of it was by a 
voice vote within a few days after that 
disaster. Mr. CANTOR voted for Katrina 
aid; Mr. BOEHNER did; Mr. RYAN did; 
Mr. MCCARTHY did, as did nearly every 
Member of the Congress from the New 
Jersey and New York regions. In fact, 
New Jersey and the other States that 
were hit by Sandy are some of the big-
gest donor States, that is, we send a lot 
of taxes to the Federal Government. 
Now we need our colleagues to step up 
to the plate. 

As everyone knows, Sandy caused 
significant damage. In Bergen County, 
north Jersey—my district—first re-
sponders had to evacuate entire towns 
when the Hackensack River rose over a 
berm. The Moonachie Police Depart-
ment will soon be housing trailers and 
be reimbursed. So let them come to 
north Jersey. Let them come to Con-
necticut at the shore of Jersey. Let 
them come to Long Island and Staten 
Island and Pennsylvania and Maryland. 
Let them come. Let them see. The 
mayor of Little Ferry is just one of the 
many people in that community whose 
house was decimated by the high 
water. 

Look, we are, unfortunately, dealing 
with a schizophrenic leadership on the 
other side. Let’s call it for what it is. 
Let’s not mince words. State and local 
finances, which are already stretched 
too thin, allow for the limited or no 
ability of an area to rebuild alone. Be-
cause of the storm, the result will be 
one of depressed tax collections. We’ve 
been working with the Members of the 
House Ways and Means Committee to 
draft legislation modeled on tax relief. 

Mr. Speaker, as I said, good luck to 
you. God bless your family. 

God bless all of you for coming here 
this morning. We thought we’d have a 
shortened week, but our work is still 
ahead of us. This is the time to stop de-
bating and take the gloves off—Jersey 
style. 

f 

IN HONOR OF STATE POLICE 
TROOPER PHILIP BATTEL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. GRIFFITH) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. GRIFFITH of Virginia. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today on a different 
subject, one that I think we can all be 
pleased about. I rise in honor of Vir-
ginia State Police Trooper Philip 
Battel, a devoted public servant. 

In the early hours of Friday, Decem-
ber 28, 2012, Trooper Battel saved three 
lives from a burning home. Trooper 
Battel was actually assisting the 
Saltville Police and Smyth County 
deputies in the search for a stolen car, 
which had been involved in an earlier 
police chase, when he noticed an or-
ange hue off in the distance. He decided 
to investigate. 

When Trooper Battel reached the 
area in question, much to his surprise 
he saw a home completely engulfed in 
flames. He banged on the door, but 
there was no answer. He made the self-
less decision to enter the burning home 
and investigate. He began yelling and 
making noise. His activity in the house 
awoke the three residents, who had no 
idea that their home was burning down 
around them. His actions led to their 
ultimate escape from the home and 
from the fire. They’re all in good 
health. Their lives were saved, and the 
lives of two of their pets were saved. 

Trooper Battel’s heroic actions and 
service to the community are to be 
commended. I am honored to pay trib-
ute to him. Please join me in thanking 
Trooper Battel for all that he has done 
for the people of southwest Virginia. 

Mr. Speaker, if I may, it has been my 
experience in working with the State 
police over many decades that they al-
ways respond in fine fashion and that 
they rise to the occasion. Trooper 
Battel is just another example in a 
long history of the good work and her-
oism of the Virginia State police. 

f 
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HURRICANE SANDY RELIEF 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 

Connecticut (Ms. DELAURO) for 21⁄2 min-
utes. 

Ms. DELAURO. Writing at the time 
of Katrina, Harvard Professor Michael 
Ignatieff called the Constitution ‘‘a 
contract of citizenship’’ that promises, 
first and foremost, protection. That 
government will help ‘‘citizens to pro-
tect their families and possessions 
from forces beyond their control.’’ 

He writes: 
In America, a citizen has a claim of right 

on the resources of his or her government 
when they simply cannot help themselves. 

When disasters strike, they test 
whether the contract is respected in a 
citizen’s hour of need. When the levees 
broke, the contract of American citi-
zenship failed. Mr. Speaker, the levees 
broke. They broke in Connecticut, in 
New York, and New Jersey. Govern-
ment is about helping families recover 
and rebuild from major disasters like 
Superstorm Sandy. 

In a shocking display of neglect, this 
House majority decided not to allow a 
vote on disaster aid funds so des-
perately needed to recover and repair 
from this storm. Hurricane Sandy was 
one of the most severe storms to hit 
Connecticut in our State’s history. All 
across our region, families’ houses were 
destroyed and lives were upended. 

And whether it has been a fire in the 
West, a tornado in the Midwest, a hur-
ricane in the gulf coast, or a storm in 
the Northeast, this body acted. We 
didn’t say no. It was a resounding 
‘‘yes’’ to help because it is the central 
responsibility of this institution to act 
on behalf of the American people. 

And yet here we are 2 months since 
Sandy destroyed thousands of homes 
and businesses, took 100 lives across 
this Nation. This House majority said 
‘‘no’’ on a vote for disaster assistance 
to help millions of people get back on 
their feet again. The Republican lead-
ership has broken that contract of citi-
zenship. They have said ‘‘no’’ to my 
constituents in Stratford, in Milford, 
in New Haven, East Haven, West 
Haven, Branford, North Branford and 
Guilford. They said ‘‘no’’ to the rest of 
the towns in Connecticut and in New 
York and New Jersey. They broke the 
contract of citizenship. They said: You 
are on your own. 

My friends, our people cannot be on 
their own. We have a central responsi-
bility to act on behalf of the American 
people when they are overwhelmed in 
circumstances that they had no control 
over. Let us act. Let us act today to re-
store that faith and confidence in the 
American government. 

f 

HURRICANE SANDY RELIEF 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
New Jersey (Mr. HOLT) for 21⁄2 minutes. 

Mr. HOLT. Well, you’ve heard it. Our 
constituents’ lives were devastated by 
the Sandy disaster. It has now been 
about 9 weeks since Hurricane Sandy 
brought the winds and the tidal surges. 
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In central New Jersey and Connecticut, 
in New York, people are hurting. 
Towns have exhausted their emergency 
funds and exhausted their borrowing 
capacity. In other disasters, such as 
the disaster associated with Katrina or 
with wildfires or with any number of 
other natural disasters, this body has 
acted and aid has been provided quick-
ly. 

And yet today, the Speaker is going 
to allow the 112th Congress to adjourn 
before passing the much-needed dis-
aster relief package. The Senate acted 
on this bill. The aid package here was 
well constructed. It was ready. All we 
needed was a vote. And the delay is sig-
nificant. It adds significantly to the 
hurt. It is not an exaggeration to say 
that lives are on the line. People are 
living wherever they can. They don’t 
have the shelter. They don’t have the 
businesses. They don’t have their lives. 
And the Speaker just walks away. That 
compounds the disaster. The delay 
compounds the disaster. 

It has been said: Well, FEMA has 
some money already in their account 
that will last for many weeks. But 
we’re not just talking about FEMA, 
we’re talking about HUD. More than a 
billion dollars, actually billions of 
housing aid. The Army Corps of Engi-
neers, the National Oceanic and At-
mosphere Administration, the Depart-
ment of Interior, the Agriculture De-
partment for food and emergency wa-
tershed protection, the EPA for safe 
drinking water—all of this was in this 
well-constructed package. 

Now, it has often been said that the 
governing principle of the Republican 
leadership is ‘‘you’re on your own.’’ 
That might actually be a conscientious 
principle if they really believe in their 
hearts that your Social Security 
should be privately invested or you 
should pay for a college without gov-
ernment help. But this, to say you’re 
on your own after a disaster is incon-
siderate. It breaks our trust. It violates 
an understanding, and it hurts people. 

f 

HURRICANE SANDY RELIEF 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
New York (Mrs. MALONEY) for 21⁄2 min-
utes. 

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, this 
kind of petty partisan posturing is ab-
solutely disgraceful. It’s an act of 
spiteful indifference that will go down 
in history as a low point in a low era. 
Shame on this House. This House acted 
quickly after Katrina, voting over $60 
billion in less than 2 weeks. It acted 
quickly for Ike and Gustav and the tor-
nadoes in Alabama. We were there for 
other regions of this country. This 
country has to be there for the North-
east. Twenty-four States were affected. 
It has been called the second-worst 
natural disaster in the history of our 
country, affecting over 17 million peo-
ple in the most densely populated area 
of America. 

We cannot turn our backs on this en-
tire region. Every Governor, every 

mayor has talked to the Republican 
leadership. They were assured the 
money would be there. We cannot re-
build or start to repair without the re-
sources being in place. 

The Northeast are donor States. We 
give far more to the Federal Govern-
ment in taxes than what comes back to 
us. Yet when the natural disaster 
struck our people, we lost lives. We 
lost businesses, homes, complete devas-
tation of the largest subway system in 
our country, moving 8 million people a 
day. Where is the aid and where is the 
support? 

Mr. Speaker, introduce the Senate 
bill tomorrow. Let’s come back into 
session, vote it on Friday. Let’s put the 
aid in place, the American way of being 
there to help people. You can’t pick 
and choose that certain areas get dis-
aster relief, but the area that is the 
most hard-hit in the history of our 
country does not receive the relief? 
The disaster aid that has been there for 
other people? We have been there for 
you. You need to be there for the 
Northeast. It is devastated. We need 
Federal aid. You cannot repair hos-
pitals, subway systems, major infra-
structures without the support of the 
Federal Government. 

Mr. Speaker, do not turn your back 
on America and a region of America. 
You need to support in a bipartisan 
way the aid that is so desperately need-
ed for the most densely populated area 
of our country after the second-worst 
storm in the history of our country. 

f 

HURRICANE SANDY RELIEF 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
New Jersey (Mr. SMITH) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. 
Speaker, the two-tiered amendment 
disaster relief bill that we had hoped to 
bring to the floor to get us to the $60 
billion that is desperately needed to as-
sist families, businesses, and munici-
palities devastated by Superstorm 
Sandy. Our appeal—and it’s a bipar-
tisan appeal—is that there is still time 
to bring this vital legislation to the 
floor for a vote back to the Senate and 
then down to the President for signa-
ture. 

Numerous towns in my district, Mr. 
Speaker, as well as well as our friends 
in New York and further north, are 
still coping with and recovering from 
the most destructive storm ever in our 
region—and perhaps the second or 
third most costly in all of American 
history. 

Today, families lack housing. Busi-
nesses are in shambles, and municipali-
ties have been decimated. 

In New Jersey, some 346,000 housing 
units were damaged or destroyed, with 
22,000 units rendered absolutely un-
inhabitable. 

b 1130 
An estimated 11,000 housing choice 

vouchers will be needed to ensure that 
residents at least have a roof over their 
heads this winter. 

Approximately 100,000 new storm-re-
lated unemployment claims have been 
filed in New Jersey, 100,000, attrib-
utable to the storm. 

Over 235,000 people in New Jersey 
have already registered with FEMA for 
individual assistance. 

Seventy-five percent of New Jersey’s 
small businesses were adversely af-
fected, 10 percent of which, or nearly 
19,000 businesses, sustained damage of 
$250,000 or more, far in excess of the 
loss to businesses from Katrina. Total 
business losses are estimated to be a 
whopping $8.3 billion. 

Furthermore, an estimated 10,000 
structures statewide will need to be de-
molished, and 1,000 sites across New 
Jersey will require remediation after 
hazardous materials discharge. 

Fifty-one schools sustained serious 
damage, including six that will not re-
open this school year. 

Transit, roads, and bridges have been 
damaged to the tune of $2.9 billion, 
which includes 294 damaged railcars 
and 75 damaged locomotives. 

One of the main roads that runs 
through my district, Route 35, will re-
quire an estimated $120 million to re-
pair. 

Power and gas lines are expected to 
cost roughly $1 billion, understandably, 
given that, at the peak, power outages 
left 2.4 million people in the dark. 

Waste and water and sewer will re-
quire about $3 billion to repair and to 
protect. 

Hospitals, assisted living, and other 
health facilities will have seen over 
$150 million worth of storm damage. 
These facts—and there are many 
more—underscore the devastation un-
leashed by Sandy, and it is without 
precedent. 

I would say to my colleagues that no 
recovery is ever accomplished in a sin-
gle year, but it’s about predictability 
and the certainty of funds to rebuild 
and to restore that ensures that the 
work proceeds immediately, com-
prehensively, efficaciously, and with-
out interruption. 

Mr. Speaker, for days and weeks, like 
many of my colleagues, after that hor-
rible storm hit, I met with hundreds, 
even thousands of tenacious women 
and men who, despite crippling losses, 
were determined to rebuild. 

I’ll never forget one resident in 
Belmar who came up to me the day 
after Superstorm Sandy, and said, I’ve 
lost everything, but at least I’m alive. 

We need to now backstop these indi-
viduals. We need to ensure that the 
monies are there, that they flow quick-
ly but prudently to ensure that they 
can rebuild, and their homes and busi-
nesses and community. 

You know, Congress assisted those 
pummeled by Hurricane Katrina in 2005 
with $62 billion in a mere 2 weeks. We 
are now past 2 months. And we need to 
be clear: The President didn’t send to 
Sandy Relief package to Congress De-
cember 7. There was a loss of several 
weeks, but we do have a proposal. It’s 
about 25 percent less than what the af-
fected States have said they needed. 
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New Jersey, New York and the other 
estimates about $80 billion. It’s down 
at approximately $60 billion, so it is 
less. 

And I’ve seen and gone through the 
numbers that my State has sent to 
Congress as well as to the President. 
They are very well vetted. 

Governor Chris Christie used to be a 
U.S. attorney. Many of the people 
around him are former prosecutors. 
Their tough and disciplined. They hate 
waste, fraud, and abuse, and they’re 
trying to ensure that the money is 
there in the amounts needed to make a 
difference in the lives of your constitu-
ents. 

Finally, let me just say, Mr. Speaker, 
we need to act now. As my colleague 
before me said a moment ago, New Jer-
sey especially as well as New York, are 
contributing States not takers. We get 
back far less from the Federal Govern-
ment than we pay in every year. That’s 
a good thing. We have very, very good 
businesses that really provide employ-
ment for our people. 

But we’ve been devastated, and I 
would hope and urge the Speaker to 
bring the Sandy Relief bill to the floor 
as quickly as possible, hopefully today, 
tomorrow, but as quickly as possible, 
because the people who have suffered, 
the victims, deserve no less. 

f 

HURRICANE SANDY RELIEF 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. PELOSI) for 21⁄2 minutes. 

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, here we 
are again today in wonder over the de-
cision that we think has been made by 
the Republican leadership in the House 
not to bring legislation to the floor 
that addresses the needs of those af-
fected by Sandy. 

Here’s the thing: Everyone who heard 
about this since last night, when so 
many Members from the New York, 
New Jersey, Connecticut, Pennsyl-
vania, other delegations came to the 
floor to speak about this, said, Don’t 
tell me that. Don’t tell me that. Don’t 
tell me that, even though everyone has 
seen very clearly the devastating dam-
age that was caused by Sandy and the 
need for people to have assistance, the 
House would not take up the bill. 

Don’t tell me that, even though the 
Senate passed a very strong bill ad-
dressing the well-documented needs of 
the people of the affected region, the 
House is not taking up the bill. 

Don’t tell me that, although the re-
gion, the leadership, the Governor of 
New York, Governor Cuomo; the Gov-
ernor of New Jersey, Governor 
Christie; the Governor of Connecticut, 
Governor Malloy; the Mayor of New 
York, Mayor Bloomberg; and others 
have immediately addressed the needs 
to the extent possible by them in their 
areas and have documented the needs 
very carefully as to what Federal par-
ticipation was needed, don’t tell me 
that the House of Representatives is 
going to ignore that. 

Mr. Speaker, much has been said 
about the need for more civility in pol-
itics and in government, and that civil-
ity perhaps relates to how we speak to 
each other and how we curb our enthu-
siasm about issues we care a great deal 
about and question, perhaps, motiva-
tion of others. 

But the real civility that people ex-
pect is how this Congress treats them 
and treats their needs. And never is 
that tested more clearly than in time 
of a natural disaster, because that’s 
when people feel the most helpless. 
That’s the time when they see whether 
the government is there for them or 
not. That is the time where—they’re 
not going to be made whole, most of 
these people. Hopefully, what they re-
place will be a good substitute, and 
maybe it can open a door to something 
new for them. 

But by and large, it’s a long road 
back. But that first few steps of it, the 
emergency relief that was provided by 
the localities and now needs to be com-
pensated for, the next stage of recovery 
is so essential to the character of a 
community. 

As Mr. TONKO said after the storms 
last year, it affected the character of 
the communities in his district, and 
that was 2011. Here we are at the end of 
2012, having some of the same regions 
hit again by nature with the sudden-
ness and the severity and the power of 
water and, in some places, fire, and 
just earth-shattering earth, wind, fire 
in terms of how it affects people. 

So as I said last night, nature pulled 
the rug out from under people, literally 
and figuratively, in their communities 
and in their homes, in their schools 
and in their workplace, and then are 
we to say to them, Now Congress is 
going to pull the rug out from under 
you in terms of your hopes and expec-
tations of meeting the needs? 

Don’t tell me that. We can’t tell our 
constituents that. That would not rise 
to the level of civility for us to turn 
our backs and ignore their needs. It’s 
just plain wrong. 

So I’m hopeful that perhaps those 
making this decision have not been af-
fected by—almost everyplace, whether 
we’re talking about Katrina or Cali-
fornia, with earthquakes, drought, 
flood, fire, you name it, we get it all. 
With the Northeast being hit, once, 
twice, within 2011 and 2012, with Mis-
souri, with Iowa—I visited Iowa and 
saw the effect of the floods there. It 
was devastating. It’s really hard, un-
less you see it, to understand the im-
pact that it has. 

The most compelling reason is the 
look in the eyes of people who ask, 
What are we going to do to help? How 
can we help them? And what is our an-
swer? We’re just too busy. It’s not a 
priority. 

That’s just not civil. 
So let’s honor our responsibility, 

which is, again, the place where people 
place their trust. They ignore govern-
ment. They don’t like government. 
They don’t want this; they don’t want 

that. But in times like this, in time of 
emergency, is really when we prove our 
worth. 

b 1140 

Let’s prove our worth and urge the 
Speaker to bring this legislation to the 
floor and quickly deal with it while the 
Senate is still there, it can be sent to 
the President for his signature, and 
hope can flow from here, instead of a 
sense of wonderment, of ‘‘Don’t tell me 
that.’’ Let us be able to tell people we 
feel their pain. We know what they’re 
going through. We can never really 
know, but we can certainly appreciate 
their interest in our doing what is 
right for them. 

So, again, I hope and pray. Because 
we pray for these people. We pray for 
them all the time. They’re in our pray-
ers. Some have lost loved ones. We 
pray for them. How much prayer would 
it take for this Congress to find it in 
their hearts and in their heads to do 
the right thing? Let’s pray that we 
don’t have to tell them that we weren’t 
there for them. 

f 

2013: YEAR OF SPENDING CUTS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
South Carolina (Mr. WILSON) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, last night, House Speaker 
JOHN BOEHNER released a statement 
outlining his many objectives for the 
new year, stating: 

Now the focus turns to spending. The 
American people reelected a Republican ma-
jority in the House, and we will use that in 
2013 to hold the President accountable for 
the ‘balanced’ approach he promised, mean-
ing significant spending cuts and reforms to 
the entitlement programs that are driving 
our country deeper and deeper into debt. 

Our national debt has grown to an 
outrageous $16 trillion. This not only 
endangers our national security, but 
senior citizens are threatened with de-
valued dollars and it also places our 
children, grandchildren, and future 
generations at risk of higher taxes 
with little to no access to the entitle-
ment programs to which they have 
faithfully contributed. House Repub-
licans understand and are dedicated to 
resolving our Nation’s debt crisis over 
the next year by reforming our Tax 
Code, preserving and protecting our en-
titlement programs, and controlling 
our spending. 

Congratulations to Coach Steve 
Spurrier, President Harris Pastides and 
his wonderful wife, Patricia Pastides, 
and the USC Gamecocks, as well as 
Coach Dabo Swinney and President 
Jim Barker and his dedicated wife, 
Marcia Barker, and the Clemson Tigers 
for extraordinary Bowl victories. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th in the global war on terrorism. 
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HURRICANE SANDY RELIEF 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. TONKO) for 21⁄2 minutes. 

Mr. TONKO. Just yesterday, Ameri-
cans celebrated New Year’s Day. They 
ushered in 2013. As we rang in the new 
year, the usual message of hope that 
accompanies the new year—any new 
year—rang hollow for millions of 
Americans because of actions taken at 
the close of that New Year’s Day here 
late last night. People were met with 
the devastating news that we were not 
going to take up a measure that would 
respond to Superstorm Sandy. 

And so I rise today to ask the leader-
ship of this House, the people’s House, 
to respond accordingly to the needs of 
people. I make this request not 
through some political calculus but 
rather through the lens of caring and 
concern and compassion, which ought 
to be the hallmark of this great insti-
tution. We ought not forget that the 
role that we play here calls upon our 
moral responsibility to engage our ac-
tions and our compassion and empathy 
for the people we represent or perhaps 
do not represent directly. Because we, I 
believe, need to relate to that measure-
ment of compassion to family, friends, 
neighbors and yes, at times, total 
strangers. 

I make this request sensitized by a 
situation in my district, the 21st Con-
gressional District at the time, in up-
state New York, just about a year-plus 
before the devastation of Sandy. The 
torturous treatment of Mother Nature 
through Irene and Lee on that congres-
sional district, my congressional dis-
trict, stole lives, wiped away livestock, 
flooded homes, tore away the hopes and 
dreams of individuals, and found people 
abandoned, having lost everything for 
which they ever worked. And I wit-
nessed how people responded to that 
tragedy. They picked up and mustered 
the strength. But they required govern-
ment to be their partner at that very 
dark moment in their lives. Having 
witnessed that pain, having visited 
communities and having talked with 
the people, shared tears with the peo-
ple, I understand that now this situa-
tion, in a much more densely populated 
area of our State, and in neighboring 
States, requires our assistance, imme-
diate assistance, to respond with com-
passion. 

Mr. Speaker, and leadership of this 
House, I implore you to respond with 
compassion and empathy and bring us 
to the floor to acknowledge and sup-
port the funding for Superstorm Sandy. 

f 

HURRICANE SANDY RELIEF 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Connecticut (Mr. COURTNEY) for 1 
minute. 

Mr. COURTNEY. When Hurricane 
Sandy struck on October 29 in eastern 
Connecticut’s Long Island Sound with 
90-mile-per-hour winds and high tide, it 

created a path of destruction never 
seen before. Homes were wiped out, 
utility infrastructure was wiped out, 
transportation infrastructure was 
wiped out. But what was so inspiring 
about it was that the first responders 
acted—police, fire, Coast Guard, the 
Governor of Connecticut, local and mu-
nicipal officials. They acted. In the 
weeks since then, the Senate has acted. 
President Obama declared an emer-
gency on October 30. The Department 
of Homeland Security acted. The only 
place that hasn’t acted is the House of 
Representatives, where last night, in 
the dark of the night, the Speaker an-
nounced that he was abandoning the 
people of northeastern America and al-
lowing the Hurricane Sandy relief bill 
to die. 

That is unacceptable. The people who 
acted—the first responders, the care-
givers, the local officials—they deserve 
better. The local officials, the Members 
of Congress for the Northeast, in a bi-
partisan way, deserve better. The 
Speaker must reverse his decision. It is 
time to act today. 

f 

PASS THE SAFER ACT TODAY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. POE) for 1 minute. 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, in 
1985, 13-year-old Lavinia Masters went 
to sleep in her bedroom, which should 
be the safest place on Earth for chil-
dren. But a few hours later, she was 
woken up by an outlaw who sexually 
assaulted her and put a knife to her 
throat. She went to the hospital. DNA 
evidence was taken from her. She did 
everything she was supposed to do. But 
that evidence sat, untested, on a dusty 
crime lab shelf for 20 years while the 
perpetrator ran loose somewhere in 
Texas. When the kit was finally tested, 
police discovered that Kevin Turner 
had committed this crime. Justice 
could not occur for Lavinia because the 
statute of limitations had run. 

Mr. Speaker, Lavinia is not alone. 
There are 400,000 untested rape kits 
with DNA evidence in the United 
States. That’s why I have introduced, 
along with Congresswoman MALONEY of 
New York, the SAFER Act. And we can 
pass it today by unanimous consent. 
This is a bipartisan piece of legislation. 
New Yorker, Texan, Democrat, and Re-
publicans, speaking different lan-
guages, it doesn’t get much more bipar-
tisan than that. This act would allow 
funds to be used to test untested sexual 
assault kits for DNA evidence so jus-
tice can be done for victims. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

HURRICANE SANDY RELIEF 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Connecticut (Mr. HIMES) for 1 minute. 

Mr. HIMES. I remember two things 
of that horrible night that Sandy hit 
my community in Fairfield County, 
Connecticut. Of course, I remember the 

devastation and the damage that we 
have so detailed this morning in this 
Chamber. But I remember something 
else: the response of the people who 
stood up and said, I will help. The fire-
fighters of Old Greenwich, the Red 
Cross in Bridgeport, the churches that 
opened to serve soup and to keep peo-
ple warm, schools that were opened to 
address the fact that people didn’t have 
homes. 

Mr. Speaker, let me tell you about 
Lieutenant Russ Neary of the Easton 
Fire Department, who left his wife and 
two daughters behind that night to go 
serve the people of Easton. I attended 
his funeral several days later because 
he was killed that night doing what is 
best about all of us, which is that we 
stand up and we say we will help in 
times of crisis. 

Every charitable instinct, every dig-
nified thing, everything that is noble 
about what those people did that night 
is denied by the decision of the Repub-
lican leadership to not bring up Sandy 
today and to leave desperate and vul-
nerable people hanging. 

Mr. Speaker, reverse your decision 
now, and let’s do the right thing by our 
people. 

f 

HURRICANE SANDY RELIEF 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
New York (Ms. CLARKE) for 1 minute. 

Ms. CLARKE of New York. I rise 
today to express my feelings of anger, 
frustration, and disbelief that the Re-
publican leadership has failed to fulfill 
this promise on emergency supple-
mental disaster aid for the victims of 
Superstorm Sandy. Even though we 
were able to put our political dif-
ferences aside to prevent an economic 
disaster, I am stunned and saddened 
that this compromise came at the ex-
pense of much-needed relief. Like my 
colleagues from the Northeast, I feel 
betrayed. There were 305,000 housing 
units destroyed and 265,000 businesses 
affected. I’m a proud native of Brook-
lyn, New York, and it pains me to see 
the travesties that have affected my 
hometown. 

I’m in disbelief at the callousness 
with which this matter has been dis-
pensed with. It is truly an embarrass-
ment and a sad day that the House of 
Representatives has become a body so 
entangled in political one-upmanship 
that it is unable to come to the aid of 
Americans whose lives have suddenly 
been destroyed and turned upside 
down. This funding would have not 
only rebuilt the community’s infra-
structure but begun the healing proc-
ess so sorely needed. 

Mr. Speaker, we need your leadership 
today. Please bring this matter to the 
floor for a vote. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Debate 
may not continue past 11:50 a.m. 
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Mr. HOYER. Is it in order to ask 

unanimous consent to extend that time 
for 1 minute? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Unfortu-
nately, the Chair cannot entertain that 
request during morning-hour debate. 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may revise and extend their remarks 
on the issue that has been before the 
House in these 5-minute speeches. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Maryland? 

There was no objection. 
f 

RECESS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon. 

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 50 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 
The recess having expired, the House 

was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. SIMPSON) at noon. 

f 

PRAYER 
The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 

J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 
God of the universe, we give You 

thanks for giving us another day. 
As the Members of the people’s House 

gather on this final day of the 112th 
Congress, we ask Your blessing upon 
them. 

May our Nation’s citizens be grateful 
for their service rendered these past 2 
years, but also justified in their hope 
that those returning for the new Con-
gress, and those joining them, will 
move toward ever greater accomplish-
ments to benefit our great Nation. 

Bless as well those who leave Con-
gress this day. May they be successful 
and productive in whatever their fu-
ture endeavors. 

May all that is done this day be for 
Your greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 

gentleman from New York (Mr. CROW-
LEY) come forward and lead the House 
in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. CROWLEY led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-

lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE 
SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
clause 5(d) of rule XX, the Chair an-
nounces to the House that, in light of 
the resignation of the gentleman from 
South Carolina (Mr. SCOTT), the whole 
number of the House is 431. 

The Chair will entertain up to 2 re-
quests for 1-minute speeches on each 
side of the aisle. 

f 

HURRICANE SANDY RELIEF 
(Mr. SERRANO asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, as the 
only New York City member of the Ap-
propriations Committee, what I saw 
last night is something that I hadn’t 
seen before. Whenever a disaster hit 
any part of this country, we always got 
together and found the funds to deal 
with the issue. We didn’t worry about 
what section of the country it was for 
or what kind of disaster, we came to-
gether and we did it. 

In addition, there was something 
that happened last night that doesn’t 
bode well for this House, and that is 
that if there’s one thing we still have 
in this House, in spite of all our prob-
lems, is that when we give our word, we 
keep it. 

We were given their word that that 
bill would come up last night or no 
later than today. To walk away from 
the people of New York, Connecticut, 
and New Jersey, to walk away from all 
of these people who are suffering right 
now is really shameful. 

But there is still time. That bill can 
come before us today and we can pass 
it today. And that’s the call. Don’t 
turn your back on the victims of 
Sandy. Come together as a country, as 
a Congress, and take care of this now. 

f 

FAREWELL REMARKS TO 
CONGRESS 

(Mr. PLATTS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. PLATTS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in my final time as a Member of 
the House of Representatives, as a re-
tiring Member, just to express my grat-
itude to the people of the 19th Congres-
sional District of Pennsylvania for al-
lowing me the privilege, for the last 12 
years, to serve. I’m a 12-year-term- 
limit guy, and it’s hard to believe that 
12 years have come and gone already. 
But it’s been a great privilege to serve 
with my colleagues on both sides of the 
aisle. It’s been an experience I will for-
ever remember. 

In addition to my constituents back 
home, my wife, Leslie, is in the gallery 
today, and I certainly have to convey 
my thanks to her for standing by me 
all these years. It’s certainly a family 
commitment, and it’s one we’ve been 

honored to have and to do to the best 
of our ability in serving the people of 
our community. 

A final comment: While I’ve loved 
what I’ve done and I’ve been proud to 
serve, I also understand that what I do 
and what we do pales in comparison to 
those who serve us in uniform. As a Na-
tion, as a citizenry, can we always keep 
our men and women in uniform in our 
thoughts and prayers, along with their 
families who make tremendous sac-
rifices so that we can be so blessed here 
as Americans. 

So thank you again and God bless. 
f 

b 1210 

EXPRESSIONS OF GRATITUDE 
(Mr. DICKS asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. DICKS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to thank my constituents in Washing-
ton’s Sixth District for supporting me 
over the last 36 years. 

I want to thank Leader PELOSI and 
Whip HOYER for supporting me as rank-
ing Democratic member on the House 
Appropriations Committee, and most 
of all the Democratic Caucus for allow-
ing me to chair the Interior Appropria-
tions Subcommittee and the Defense 
Subcommittee. 

I want to thank Chairman HAL ROG-
ERS and Chairman BILL YOUNG for 
working together to restore regular 
order in the Appropriations Committee 
and strengthening America’s military 
strength and especially supporting the 
men and women serving us in our serv-
ices. 

I will miss my colleagues in the 
House, but will remember my friends in 
this great institution, the people’s 
House. 

f 

RECESS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess subject to 
the call of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 12 
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1235 

AFTER RECESS 
The recess having expired, the House 

was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. SIMPSON) at 12 o’clock 
and 35 minutes p.m. 

f 

SEXUAL ASSAULT FORENSIC 
EVIDENCE REPORTING ACT OF 2012 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent to take from 
the Speaker’s table the bill (S. 3250) to 
amend the DNA Analysis Backlog 
Elimination Act of 2000 to provide for 
Debbie Smith grants for auditing sex-
ual assault evidence backlogs and to 
establish a Sexual Assault Forensic 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H7581 January 2, 2013 
Evidence Registry, and for other pur-
poses, and ask for its immediate con-
sideration in the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 

objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, 
reserving the right to object—and I 
will not object—I would like to thank 
the gentleman from Texas and his col-
league from Texas (Mr. POE) and our 
colleague from New York (Mrs. MALO-
NEY) for their hard work on this bill, 
which would make funding for the test-
ing of DNA rape kits and eliminating 
the rape kit background more possible. 
A lot of people will be made much safer 
because of this, and I thank the gen-
tleman for his leadership. 

I withdraw my reservation. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 

objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

S. 3250 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Sexual As-
sault Forensic Evidence Reporting Act of 
2012’’ or the ‘‘SAFER Act of 2012’’. 
SEC. 2. DEBBIE SMITH GRANTS FOR AUDITING 

SEXUAL ASSAULT EVIDENCE BACK-
LOGS. 

Section 2 of the DNA Analysis Backlog 
Elimination Act of 2000 (42 U.S.C. 14135) is 
amended— 

(1) in subsection (a), by adding at the end 
the following new paragraph: 

‘‘(6) To conduct an audit consistent with 
subsection (n) of the samples of sexual as-
sault evidence that are in the possession of 
the State or unit of local government and 
are awaiting testing. 

‘‘(7) To ensure that the collection and proc-
essing of DNA evidence by law enforcement 
agencies from crimes, including sexual as-
sault and other violent crimes against per-
sons, is carried out in an appropriate and 
timely manner and in accordance with the 
protocols and practices developed under sub-
section (o)(1).’’; 

(2) in subsection (c), by adding at the end 
the following new paragraph: 

‘‘(4) ALLOCATION OF GRANT AWARDS FOR AU-
DITS.—For each of fiscal years 2014 through 
2017, not less than 5 percent, but not more 
than 7 percent, of the grant amounts distrib-
uted under paragraph (1) shall, if sufficient 
applications to justify such amounts are re-
ceived by the Attorney General, be awarded 
for purposes described in subsection (a)(6), 
provided that none of the funds required to 
be distributed under this paragraph shall de-
crease or otherwise limit the availability of 
funds required to be awarded to States or 
units of local government under paragraph 
(3).’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following new 
subsections: 

‘‘(n) USE OF FUNDS FOR AUDITING SEXUAL 
ASSAULT EVIDENCE BACKLOGS.— 

‘‘(1) ELIGIBILITY.—The Attorney General 
may award a grant under this section to a 
State or unit of local government for the 
purpose described in subsection (a)(6) only if 
the State or unit of local government— 

‘‘(A) submits a plan for performing the 
audit of samples described in such sub-
section; and 

‘‘(B) includes in such plan a good-faith es-
timate of the number of such samples. 

‘‘(2) GRANT CONDITIONS.—A State or unit of 
local government receiving a grant for the 
purpose described in subsection (a)(6)— 

‘‘(A) may not enter into any contract or 
agreement with any non-governmental ven-
dor laboratory to conduct an audit described 
in subsection (a)(6); and 

‘‘(B) shall— 
‘‘(i) not later than 1 year after receiving 

the grant, complete the audit referred to in 
paragraph (1)(A) in accordance with the plan 
submitted under such paragraph; 

‘‘(ii) not later than 60 days after receiving 
possession of a sample of sexual assault evi-
dence that was not in the possession of the 
State or unit of local government at the 
time of the initiation of an audit under para-
graph (1)(A), subject to paragraph (4)(F), in-
clude in any required reports under clause 
(v), the information listed under paragraph 
(4)(B); 

‘‘(iii) for each sample of sexual assault evi-
dence that is identified as awaiting testing 
as part of the audit referred to in paragraph 
(1)(A)— 

‘‘(I) assign a unique numeric or alpha-
numeric identifier to each sample of sexual 
assault evidence that is in the possession of 
the State or unit of local government and is 
awaiting testing; and 

‘‘(II) identify the date or dates after which 
the State or unit of local government would 
be barred by any applicable statutes of limi-
tations from prosecuting a perpetrator of the 
sexual assault to which the sample relates; 

‘‘(iv) provide that— 
‘‘(I) the chief law enforcement officer of 

the State or unit of local government, re-
spectively, is the individual responsible for 
the compliance of the State or unit of local 
government, respectively, with the reporting 
requirements described in clause (v); or 

‘‘(II) the designee of such officer may ful-
fill the responsibility described in subclause 
(I) so long as such designee is an employee of 
the State or unit of local government, re-
spectively, and is not an employee of any 
governmental laboratory or non-govern-
mental vendor laboratory; and 

‘‘(v) comply with all grantee reporting re-
quirements described in paragraph (4). 

‘‘(3) EXTENSION OF INITIAL DEADLINE.—The 
Attorney General may grant an extension of 
the deadline under paragraph (2)(B)(i) to a 
State or unit of local government that dem-
onstrates that more time is required for 
compliance with such paragraph. 

‘‘(4) SEXUAL ASSAULT FORENSIC EVIDENCE 
REPORTS.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—For not less than 12 
months after the completion of an initial 
count of sexual assault evidence that is 
awaiting testing during an audit referred to 
in paragraph (1)(A), a State or unit of local 
government that receives a grant award 
under subsection (a)(6) shall, not less than 
every 60 days, submit a report to the Depart-
ment of Justice, on a form prescribed by the 
Attorney General, which shall contain the 
information required under subparagraph 
(B). 

‘‘(B) CONTENTS OF REPORTS.—A report 
under this paragraph shall contain the fol-
lowing information: 

‘‘(i) The name of the State or unit of local 
government filing the report. 

‘‘(ii) The period of dates covered by the re-
port. 

‘‘(iii) The cumulative total number of sam-
ples of sexual assault evidence that, at the 
end of the reporting period— 

‘‘(I) are in the possession of the State or 
unit of local government at the reporting pe-
riod; 

‘‘(II) are awaiting testing; and 
‘‘(III) the State or unit of local government 

has determined should undergo DNA or other 
appropriate forensic analyses. 

‘‘(iv) The cumulative total number of sam-
ples of sexual assault evidence in the posses-
sion of the State or unit of local government 
that, at the end of the reporting period, the 
State or unit of local government has deter-
mined should not undergo DNA or other ap-
propriate forensic analyses, provided that 
the reporting form shall allow for the State 
or unit of local government, at its sole dis-
cretion, to explain the reasoning for this de-
termination in some or all cases. 

‘‘(v) The cumulative total number of sam-
ples of sexual assault evidence in a total 
under clause (iii) that have been submitted 
to a laboratory for DNA or other appropriate 
forensic analyses. 

‘‘(vi) The cumulative total number of sam-
ples of sexual assault evidence identified by 
an audit referred to in paragraph (1)(A) or 
under paragraph (2)(B)(ii) for which DNA or 
other appropriate forensic analysis has been 
completed at the end of the reporting period. 

‘‘(vii) The total number of samples of sex-
ual assault evidence identified by the State 
or unit of local government under paragraph 
(2)(B)(ii), since the previous reporting period. 

‘‘(viii) The cumulative total number of 
samples of sexual assault evidence described 
under clause (iii) for which the State or unit 
of local government will be barred within 12 
months by any applicable statute of limita-
tions from prosecuting a perpetrator of the 
sexual assault to which the sample relates. 

‘‘(C) PUBLICATION OF REPORTS.—Not later 
than 7 days after the submission of a report 
under this paragraph by a State or unit of 
local government, the Attorney General 
shall, subject to subparagraph (D), publish 
and disseminate a facsimile of the full con-
tents of such report on an appropriate inter-
net website. 

‘‘(D) PERSONALLY IDENTIFIABLE INFORMA-
TION.—The Attorney General shall ensure 
that any information published and dissemi-
nated as part of a report under this para-
graph, which reports information under this 
subsection, does not include personally iden-
tifiable information or details about a sexual 
assault that might lead to the identification 
of the individuals involved. 

‘‘(E) OPTIONAL REPORTING.—The Attorney 
General shall— 

‘‘(i) at the discretion of a State or unit of 
local government required to file a report 
under subparagraph (A), allow such State or 
unit of local government, at their sole dis-
cretion, to submit such reports on a more 
frequent basis; and 

‘‘(ii) make available to all States and units 
of local government the reporting form cre-
ated pursuant to subparagraph (A), whether 
or not they are required to submit such re-
ports, and allow such States or units of local 
government, at their sole discretion, to sub-
mit such reports for publication. 

‘‘(F) SAMPLES EXEMPT FROM REPORTING RE-
QUIREMENT.—The reporting requirements de-
scribed in paragraph (2) shall not apply to a 
sample of sexual assault evidence that— 

‘‘(i) is not considered criminal evidence 
(such as a sample collected anonymously 
from a victim who is unwilling to make a 
criminal complaint); or 

‘‘(ii) relates to a sexual assault for which 
the prosecution of each perpetrator is barred 
by a statute of limitations. 

‘‘(5) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection: 
‘‘(A) AWAITING TESTING.—The term ‘await-

ing testing’ means, with respect to a sample 
of sexual assault evidence, that— 

‘‘(i) the sample has been collected and is in 
the possession of a State or unit of local gov-
ernment; 

‘‘(ii) DNA and other appropriate forensic 
analyses have not been performed on such 
sample; and 
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‘‘(iii) the sample is related to a criminal 

case or investigation in which final disposi-
tion has not yet been reached. 

‘‘(B) FINAL DISPOSITION.—The term ‘final 
disposition’ means, with respect to a crimi-
nal case or investigation to which a sample 
of sexual assault evidence relates— 

‘‘(i) the conviction or acquittal of all sus-
pected perpetrators of the crime involved; 

‘‘(ii) a determination by the State or unit 
of local government in possession of the sam-
ple that the case is unfounded; or 

‘‘(iii) a declaration by the victim of the 
crime involved that the act constituting the 
basis of the crime was not committed. 

‘‘(C) POSSESSION.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘possession’, 

used with respect to possession of a sample 
of sexual assault evidence by a State or unit 
of local government, includes possession by 
an individual who is acting as an agent of 
the State or unit of local government for the 
collection of the sample. 

‘‘(ii) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
clause (i) shall be construed to create or 
amend any Federal rights or privileges for 
non-governmental vendor laboratories de-
scribed in regulations promulgated under 
section 210303 of the DNA Identification Act 
of 1994 (42 U.S.C. 14131). 

‘‘(o) ESTABLISHMENT OF PROTOCOLS, TECH-
NICAL ASSISTANCE, AND DEFINITIONS.— 

‘‘(1) PROTOCOLS AND PRACTICES.—Not later 
than 18 months after the date of enactment 
of the SAFER Act of 2012, the Director, in 
consultation with Federal, State, and local 
law enforcement agencies and government 
laboratories, shall develop and publish a de-
scription of protocols and practices the Di-
rector considers appropriate for the accu-
rate, timely, and effective collection and 
processing of DNA evidence, including proto-
cols and practices specific to sexual assault 
cases, which shall address appropriate steps 
in the investigation of cases that might in-
volve DNA evidence, including— 

‘‘(A) how to determine— 
‘‘(i) which evidence is to be collected by 

law enforcement personnel and forwarded for 
testing; 

‘‘(ii) the preferred order in which evidence 
from the same case is to be tested; and 

‘‘(iii) what information to take into ac-
count when establishing the order in which 
evidence from different cases is to be tested; 

‘‘(B) the establishment of a reasonable pe-
riod of time in which evidence is to be for-
warded by emergency response providers, law 
enforcement personnel, and prosecutors to a 
laboratory for testing; 

‘‘(C) the establishment of reasonable peri-
ods of time in which each stage of analytical 
laboratory testing is to be completed; 

‘‘(D) systems to encourage communication 
within a State or unit of local government 
among emergency response providers, law 
enforcement personnel, prosecutors, courts, 
defense counsel, crime laboratory personnel, 
and crime victims regarding the status of 
crime scene evidence to be tested; and 

‘‘(E) standards for conducting the audit of 
the backlog for DNA case work in sexual as-
sault cases required under subsection (n). 

‘‘(2) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE AND TRAINING.— 
The Director shall make available technical 
assistance and training to support States 
and units of local government in adopting 
and implementing the protocols and prac-
tices developed under paragraph (1) on and 
after the date on which the protocols and 
practices are published. 

‘‘(3) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection, the 
terms ‘awaiting testing’ and ‘possession’ 
have the meanings given those terms in sub-
section (n).’’. 
SEC. 3. REPORTS TO CONGRESS. 

Not later than 90 days after the end of each 
fiscal year for which a grant is made for the 

purpose described in section 2(a)(6) of the 
DNA Analysis Backlog Elimination Act of 
2000, as amended by section 2, the Attorney 
General shall submit to Congress a report 
that— 

(1) lists the States and units of local gov-
ernment that have been awarded such grants 
and the amount of the grant received by 
each such State or unit of local government; 

(2) states the number of extensions granted 
by the Attorney General under section 
2(n)(3) of the DNA Analysis Backlog Elimi-
nation Act of 2000, as added by section 2; and 

(3) summarizes the processing status of the 
samples of sexual assault evidence identified 
in Sexual Assault Forensic Evidence Reports 
established under section 2(o)(4) of the DNA 
Analysis Backlog Act of 2000, including the 
number of samples that have not been test-
ed. 
SEC. 4. REDUCING THE RAPE KIT BACKLOG. 

Section 2(c)(3) of the DNA Analysis Back-
log Elimination Act of 2000 (42 U.S.C. 
14135(c)(3)) is amended— 

(a) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘2014’’ 
and inserting ‘‘2018’’; and 

(b) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(3) For each of fiscal years 2014 through 

2018, not less than 75 percent of the total 
grant amounts shall be awarded for a com-
bination of purposes under paragraphs (1), 
(2), and (3) of subsection (a).’’. 
SEC. 5. OVERSIGHT AND ACCOUNTABILITY. 

All grants awarded by the Department of 
Justice that are authorized under this Act 
shall be subject to the following: 

(1) AUDIT REQUIREMENT.—Beginning in fis-
cal year 2013, and each fiscal year thereafter, 
the Inspector General of the Department of 
Justice shall conduct audits of recipients of 
grants under this Act to prevent waste, 
fraud, and abuse of funds by grantees. The 
Inspector General shall determine the appro-
priate number of grantees to be audited each 
year. 

(2) MANDATORY EXCLUSION.—A recipient of 
grant funds under this Act that is found to 
have an unresolved audit finding shall not be 
eligible to receive grant funds under this Act 
during the 2 fiscal years beginning after the 
12-month period described in paragraph (5). 

(3) PRIORITY.—In awarding grants under 
this Act, the Attorney General shall give pri-
ority to eligible entities that, during the 3 
fiscal years before submitting an application 
for a grant under this Act, did not have an 
unresolved audit finding showing a violation 
in the terms or conditions of a Department 
of Justice grant program. 

(4) REIMBURSEMENT.—If an entity is award-
ed grant funds under this Act during the 2- 
fiscal-year period in which the entity is 
barred from receiving grants under para-
graph (2), the Attorney General shall— 

(A) deposit an amount equal to the grant 
funds that were improperly awarded to the 
grantee into the General Fund of the Treas-
ury; and 

(B) seek to recoup the costs of the repay-
ment to the fund from the grant recipient 
that was erroneously awarded grant funds. 

(5) DEFINED TERM.—In this section, the 
term ‘‘unresolved audit finding’’ means an 
audit report finding in the final audit report 
of the Inspector General of the Department 
of Justice that the grantee has utilized grant 
funds for an unauthorized expenditure or 
otherwise unallowable cost that is not closed 
or resolved within a 12-month period begin-
ning on the date when the final audit report 
is issued. 

(6) NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION REQUIRE-
MENTS.— 

(A) DEFINITION.—For purposes of this sec-
tion and the grant programs described in 
this Act, the term ‘‘ ‘nonprofit organiza-
tion’ ’’ means an organization that is de-

scribed in section 501(c)(3) of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 and is exempt from tax-
ation under section 501(a) of such Code. 

(B) PROHIBITION.—The Attorney General 
shall not award a grant under any grant pro-
gram described in this Act to a nonprofit or-
ganization that holds money in offshore ac-
counts for the purpose of avoiding paying the 
tax described in section 511(a) of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986. 

(C) DISCLOSURE.—Each nonprofit organiza-
tion that is awarded a grant under a grant 
program described in this Act and uses the 
procedures prescribed in regulations to cre-
ate a rebuttable presumption of reasonable-
ness for the compensation of its officers, di-
rectors, trustees and key employees, shall 
disclose to the Attorney General, in the ap-
plication for the grant, the process for deter-
mining such compensation, including the 
independent persons involved in reviewing 
and approving such compensation, the com-
parability data used, and contemporaneous 
substantiation of the deliberation and deci-
sion. Upon request, the Attorney General 
shall make the information disclosed under 
this subsection available for public inspec-
tion. 

(7) ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES.—Unless oth-
erwise explicitly provided in authorizing leg-
islation, not more than 7.5 percent of the 
amounts authorized to be appropriated under 
this Act may be used by the Attorney Gen-
eral for salaries and administrative expenses 
of the Department of Justice. 

(8) CONFERENCE EXPENDITURES.— 
(A) LIMITATION.—No amounts authorized to 

be appropriated to the Department of Justice 
under this Act may be used by the Attorney 
General or by any individual or organization 
awarded discretionary funds through a coop-
erative agreement under this Act, to host or 
support any expenditure for conferences that 
uses more than $20,000 in Department funds, 
unless the Deputy Attorney General or the 
appropriate Assistant Attorney General, Di-
rector, or principal deputy as the Deputy At-
torney General may designate, provides prior 
written authorization that the funds may be 
expended to host a conference. 

(B) WRITTEN APPROVAL.—Written approval 
under subparagraph (A) shall include a writ-
ten estimate of all costs associated with the 
conference, including the cost of all food and 
beverages, audio/visual equipment, honoraria 
for speakers, and any entertainment. 

(C) REPORT.—The Deputy Attorney General 
shall submit an annual report to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary of the Senate and 
the Committee on the Judiciary of the House 
of Representatives on all conference expendi-
tures approved by operation of this para-
graph. 

(9) PROHIBITION ON LOBBYING ACTIVITY.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Amounts authorized to be 

appropriated under this Act may not be uti-
lized by any grant recipient to— 

(i) lobby any representative of the Depart-
ment of Justice regarding the award of grant 
funding; or 

(ii) lobby any representative of a Federal, 
state, local, or tribal government regarding 
the award of grant funding. 

(B) PENALTY.—If the Attorney General de-
termines that any recipient of a grant under 
this Act has violated subparagraph (A), the 
Attorney General shall— 

(i) require the grant recipient to repay the 
grant in full; and 

(ii) prohibit the grant recipient from re-
ceiving another grant under this Act for not 
less than 5 years. 
SEC. 6. SUNSET. 

Effective on December 31, 2018, subsections 
(a)(6) and (n) of section 2 of the DNA Anal-
ysis Backlog Elimination Act of 2000 (42 
U.S.C. 14135(a)(6) and (n)) are repealed. 
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AMENDMENTS OFFERED BY MR. SMITH OF TEXAS 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
have amendments at the desk. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Clerk will report the amendments. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Strike all after the enacting clause and in-

sert: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Sexual Assault 
Forensic Evidence Reporting Act of 2012’’ or the 
‘‘SAFER Act of 2012’’. 
SEC. 2. DEBBIE SMITH GRANTS FOR AUDITING 

SEXUAL ASSAULT EVIDENCE BACK-
LOGS. 

Section 2 of the DNA Analysis Backlog Elimi-
nation Act of 2000 (42 U.S.C. 14135) is amend-
ed— 

(1) in subsection (a), by adding at the end the 
following new paragraph: 

‘‘(6) To conduct an audit consistent with sub-
section (n) of the samples of sexual assault evi-
dence that are in the possession of the State or 
unit of local government and are awaiting test-
ing. 

‘‘(7) To ensure that the collection and proc-
essing of sexual assault evidence that is await-
ing testing is carried out in an appropriate and 
timely manner and in accordance with the advi-
sory guidelines developed under subsection 
(o)(1).’’; 

(2) in subsection (c), by adding at the end the 
following new paragraph: 

‘‘(4) ALLOCATION OF GRANT AWARDS FOR AU-
DITS.—For each of fiscal years 2014 through 
2017, not less than 5 percent, but not more than 
7 percent, of the grant amounts distributed 
under paragraph (1) shall, if sufficient applica-
tions to justify such amounts are received by the 
Attorney General, be awarded for purposes de-
scribed in subsection (a)(6), provided that none 
of the funds required to be distributed under 
this paragraph shall decrease or otherwise limit 
the availability of funds required to be awarded 
to States or units of local government under 
paragraph (3).’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following new 
subsections: 

‘‘(n) USE OF FUNDS FOR AUDITING SEXUAL AS-
SAULT EVIDENCE BACKLOGS.— 

‘‘(1) ELIGIBILITY.—The Attorney General may 
award a grant under this section to a State or 
unit of local government for the purpose de-
scribed in subsection (a)(6) only if the State or 
unit of local government— 

‘‘(A) submits a plan for performing the audit 
of samples described in such subsection; and 

‘‘(B) includes in such plan a good-faith esti-
mate of the number of such samples. 

‘‘(2) GRANT CONDITIONS.—A State or unit of 
local government receiving a grant for the pur-
pose described in subsection (a)(6)— 

‘‘(A) may not enter into any contract or 
agreement with any non-governmental vendor 
laboratory to conduct an audit described in sub-
section (a)(6); and 

‘‘(B) shall— 
‘‘(i) not later than 1 year after receiving the 

grant, complete the audit referred to in para-
graph (1)(A) in accordance with the plan sub-
mitted under such paragraph; 

‘‘(ii) not later than 60 days after receiving 
possession of a sample of sexual assault evi-
dence that was not in the possession of the State 
or unit of local government at the time of the 
initiation of an audit under paragraph (1)(A), 
subject to paragraph (4)(F), include in any re-
quired reports under clause (v), the information 
listed under paragraph (4)(B); 

‘‘(iii) for each sample of sexual assault evi-
dence that is identified as awaiting testing as 
part of the audit referred to in paragraph 
(1)(A)— 

‘‘(I) assign a unique numeric or alphanumeric 
identifier to each sample of sexual assault evi-
dence that is in the possession of the State or 

unit of local government and is awaiting test-
ing; and 

‘‘(II) identify the date or dates after which 
the State or unit of local government would be 
barred by any applicable statutes of limitations 
from prosecuting a perpetrator of the sexual as-
sault to which the sample relates; 

‘‘(iv) provide that— 
‘‘(I) the chief law enforcement officer of the 

State or unit of local government, respectively, 
is the individual responsible for the compliance 
of the State or unit of local government, respec-
tively, with the reporting requirements described 
in clause (v); or 

‘‘(II) the designee of such officer may fulfill 
the responsibility described in subclause (I) so 
long as such designee is an employee of the 
State or unit of local government, respectively, 
and is not an employee of any governmental 
laboratory or non-governmental vendor labora-
tory; and 

‘‘(v) comply with all grantee reporting re-
quirements described in paragraph (4). 

‘‘(3) EXTENSION OF INITIAL DEADLINE.—The 
Attorney General may grant an extension of the 
deadline under paragraph (2)(B)(i) to a State or 
unit of local government that demonstrates that 
more time is required for compliance with such 
paragraph. 

‘‘(4) SEXUAL ASSAULT FORENSIC EVIDENCE RE-
PORTS.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—For not less than 12 
months after the completion of an initial count 
of sexual assault evidence that is awaiting test-
ing during an audit referred to in paragraph 
(1)(A), a State or unit of local government that 
receives a grant award under subsection (a)(6) 
shall, not less than every 60 days, submit a re-
port to the Department of Justice, on a form pre-
scribed by the Attorney General, which shall 
contain the information required under sub-
paragraph (B). 

‘‘(B) CONTENTS OF REPORTS.—A report under 
this paragraph shall contain the following in-
formation: 

‘‘(i) The name of the State or unit of local 
government filing the report. 

‘‘(ii) The period of dates covered by the report. 
‘‘(iii) The cumulative total number of samples 

of sexual assault evidence that, at the end of 
the reporting period— 

‘‘(I) are in the possession of the State or unit 
of local government at the reporting period; 

‘‘(II) are awaiting testing; and 
‘‘(III) the State or unit of local government 

has determined should undergo DNA or other 
appropriate forensic analyses. 

‘‘(iv) The cumulative total number of samples 
of sexual assault evidence in the possession of 
the State or unit of local government that, at 
the end of the reporting period, the State or unit 
of local government has determined should not 
undergo DNA or other appropriate forensic 
analyses, provided that the reporting form shall 
allow for the State or unit of local government, 
at its sole discretion, to explain the reasoning 
for this determination in some or all cases. 

‘‘(v) The cumulative total number of samples 
of sexual assault evidence in a total under 
clause (iii) that have been submitted to a labora-
tory for DNA or other appropriate forensic anal-
yses. 

‘‘(vi) The cumulative total number of samples 
of sexual assault evidence identified by an audit 
referred to in paragraph (1)(A) or under para-
graph (2)(B)(ii) for which DNA or other appro-
priate forensic analysis has been completed at 
the end of the reporting period. 

‘‘(vii) The total number of samples of sexual 
assault evidence identified by the State or unit 
of local government under paragraph (2)(B)(ii), 
since the previous reporting period. 

‘‘(viii) The cumulative total number of sam-
ples of sexual assault evidence described under 
clause (iii) for which the State or unit of local 
government will be barred within 12 months by 
any applicable statute of limitations from pros-
ecuting a perpetrator of the sexual assault to 
which the sample relates. 

‘‘(C) PUBLICATION OF REPORTS.—Not later 
than 7 days after the submission of a report 
under this paragraph by a State or unit of local 
government, the Attorney General shall, subject 
to subparagraph (D), publish and disseminate a 
facsimile of the full contents of such report on 
an appropriate internet website. 

‘‘(D) PERSONALLY IDENTIFIABLE INFORMA-
TION.—The Attorney General shall ensure that 
any information published and disseminated as 
part of a report under this paragraph, which re-
ports information under this subsection, does 
not include personally identifiable information 
or details about a sexual assault that might lead 
to the identification of the individuals involved. 

‘‘(E) OPTIONAL REPORTING.—The Attorney 
General shall— 

‘‘(i) at the discretion of a State or unit of local 
government required to file a report under sub-
paragraph (A), allow such State or unit of local 
government, at their sole discretion, to submit 
such reports on a more frequent basis; and 

‘‘(ii) make available to all States and units of 
local government the reporting form created 
pursuant to subparagraph (A), whether or not 
they are required to submit such reports, and 
allow such States or units of local government, 
at their sole discretion, to submit such reports 
for publication. 

‘‘(F) SAMPLES EXEMPT FROM REPORTING RE-
QUIREMENT.—The reporting requirements de-
scribed in paragraph (2) shall not apply to a 
sample of sexual assault evidence that— 

‘‘(i) is not considered criminal evidence (such 
as a sample collected anonymously from a victim 
who is unwilling to make a criminal complaint); 
or 

‘‘(ii) relates to a sexual assault for which the 
prosecution of each perpetrator is barred by a 
statute of limitations. 

‘‘(5) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection: 
‘‘(A) AWAITING TESTING.—The term ‘awaiting 

testing’ means, with respect to a sample of sex-
ual assault evidence, that— 

‘‘(i) the sample has been collected and is in 
the possession of a State or unit of local govern-
ment; 

‘‘(ii) DNA and other appropriate forensic 
analyses have not been performed on such sam-
ple; and 

‘‘(iii) the sample is related to a criminal case 
or investigation in which final disposition has 
not yet been reached. 

‘‘(B) FINAL DISPOSITION.—The term ‘final dis-
position’ means, with respect to a criminal case 
or investigation to which a sample of sexual as-
sault evidence relates— 

‘‘(i) the conviction or acquittal of all sus-
pected perpetrators of the crime involved; 

‘‘(ii) a determination by the State or unit of 
local government in possession of the sample 
that the case is unfounded; or 

‘‘(iii) a declaration by the victim of the crime 
involved that the act constituting the basis of 
the crime was not committed. 

‘‘(C) POSSESSION.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘possession’, used 

with respect to possession of a sample of sexual 
assault evidence by a State or unit of local gov-
ernment, includes possession by an individual 
who is acting as an agent of the State or unit 
of local government for the collection of the 
sample. 

‘‘(ii) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
clause (i) shall be construed to create or amend 
any Federal rights or privileges for non-govern-
mental vendor laboratories described in regula-
tions promulgated under section 210303 of the 
DNA Identification Act of 1994 (42 U.S.C. 14131). 

‘‘(o) ESTABLISHMENT OF ADVISORY GUIDE-
LINES, TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE, AND DEFINI-
TIONS.— 

‘‘(1) ADVISORY GUIDELINES.—Not later than 18 
months after the date of enactment of the 
SAFER Act of 2012, the Attorney General, in 
consultation with Federal, State, and local law 
enforcement agencies and government labora-
tories, shall develop and publish a report con-
taining advisory guidelines the Attorney Gen-
eral considers appropriate for the accurate, 
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timely, and effective collection and processing of 
sexual assault evidence that is awaiting testing, 
which shall address appropriate steps in the in-
vestigation of cases that might involve sexual 
assault evidence that is awaiting testing, in-
cluding only— 

‘‘(A) how to determine— 
‘‘(i) which evidence is to be collected by law 

enforcement personnel and forwarded for test-
ing; and 

‘‘(ii) what information to take into account 
when establishing the order in which evidence 
from different cases is to be tested; 

‘‘(B) the establishment of a reasonable period 
of time in which evidence is to be forwarded by 
emergency response providers, law enforcement 
personnel, and prosecutors to a laboratory for 
testing; 

‘‘(C) systems to encourage communication 
within a State or unit of local government 
among emergency response providers, law en-
forcement personnel, prosecutors, courts, crime 
laboratory personnel, and crime victims regard-
ing the status of sexual assault evidence to be 
tested; and 

‘‘(D) standards for conducting the audit of 
the backlog of sexual assault evidence that is 
awaiting testing required under subsection (n). 

‘‘(2) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE AND TRAINING.— 
The Attorney General shall make available tech-
nical assistance and training to support States 
and units of local government in adopting and 
implementing the guidelines developed under 
paragraph (1) on and after the date on which 
the guidelines are published. 

‘‘(3) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection, the 
terms ‘awaiting testing’ and ‘possession’ have 
the meanings given those terms in subsection 
(n).’’. 
SEC. 3. REPORTS TO CONGRESS. 

Not later than 90 days after the end of each 
fiscal year for which a grant is made for the 
purpose described in section 2(a)(6) of the DNA 
Analysis Backlog Elimination Act of 2000, as 
amended by section 2, the Attorney General 
shall submit to Congress a report that— 

(1) lists the States and units of local govern-
ment that have been awarded such grants and 
the amount of the grant received by each such 
State or unit of local government; 

(2) states the number of extensions granted by 
the Attorney General under section 2(n)(3) of 
the DNA Analysis Backlog Elimination Act of 
2000, as added by section 2; and 

(3) summarizes the processing status of the 
samples of sexual assault evidence identified in 
Sexual Assault Forensic Evidence Reports estab-
lished under section 2(o)(4) of the DNA Analysis 
Backlog Act of 2000, including the number of 
samples that have not been tested. 
SEC. 4. REDUCING THE RAPE KIT BACKLOG. 

Section 2(c)(3) of the DNA Analysis Backlog 
Elimination Act of 2000 (42 U.S.C. 14135(c)(3)) is 
amended— 

(a) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘2014’’ 
and inserting ‘‘2018’’; and 

(b) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(3) For each of fiscal years 2014 through 

2018, not less than 75 percent of the total grant 
amounts shall be awarded for a combination of 
purposes under paragraphs (1), (2), and (3) of 
subsection (a).’’. 
SEC. 5. OVERSIGHT AND ACCOUNTABILITY. 

All grants awarded by the Department of Jus-
tice that are authorized under this Act shall be 
subject to the following: 

(1) AUDIT REQUIREMENT.—Beginning in fiscal 
year 2013, and each fiscal year thereafter, the 
Inspector General of the Department of Justice 
shall conduct audits of recipients of grants 
under this Act to prevent waste, fraud, and 
abuse of funds by grantees. The Inspector Gen-
eral shall determine the appropriate number of 
grantees to be audited each year. 

(2) MANDATORY EXCLUSION.—A recipient of 
grant funds under this Act that is found to have 
an unresolved audit finding shall not be eligible 

to receive grant funds under this Act during the 
2 fiscal years beginning after the 12-month pe-
riod described in paragraph (5). 

(3) PRIORITY.—In awarding grants under this 
Act, the Attorney General shall give priority to 
eligible entities that, during the 3 fiscal years 
before submitting an application for a grant 
under this Act, did not have an unresolved 
audit finding showing a violation in the terms 
or conditions of a Department of Justice grant 
program. 

(4) REIMBURSEMENT.—If an entity is awarded 
grant funds under this Act during the 2-fiscal- 
year period in which the entity is barred from 
receiving grants under paragraph (2), the Attor-
ney General shall— 

(A) deposit an amount equal to the grant 
funds that were improperly awarded to the 
grantee into the General Fund of the Treasury; 
and 

(B) seek to recoup the costs of the repayment 
to the fund from the grant recipient that was er-
roneously awarded grant funds. 

(5) DEFINED TERM.—In this section, the term 
‘‘unresolved audit finding’’ means an audit re-
port finding in the final audit report of the In-
spector General of the Department of Justice 
that the grantee has utilized grant funds for an 
unauthorized expenditure or otherwise unallow-
able cost that is not closed or resolved within a 
12-month period beginning on the date when the 
final audit report is issued. 

(6) NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION REQUIRE-
MENTS.— 

(A) DEFINITION.—For purposes of this section 
and the grant programs described in this Act, 
the term ‘‘nonprofit organization’’ means an or-
ganization that is described in section 501(c)(3) 
of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 and is ex-
empt from taxation under section 501(a) of such 
Code. 

(B) PROHIBITION.—The Attorney General shall 
not award a grant under any grant program de-
scribed in this Act to a nonprofit organization 
that holds money in offshore accounts for the 
purpose of avoiding paying the tax described in 
section 511(a) of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986. 

(C) DISCLOSURE.—Each nonprofit organiza-
tion that is awarded a grant under a grant pro-
gram described in this Act and uses the proce-
dures prescribed in regulations to create a rebut-
table presumption of reasonableness for the com-
pensation of its officers, directors, trustees and 
key employees, shall disclose to the Attorney 
General, in the application for the grant, the 
process for determining such compensation, in-
cluding the independent persons involved in re-
viewing and approving such compensation, the 
comparability data used, and contemporaneous 
substantiation of the deliberation and decision. 
Upon request, the Attorney General shall make 
the information disclosed under this subsection 
available for public inspection. 

(7) ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES.—Unless other-
wise explicitly provided in authorizing legisla-
tion, not more than 7.5 percent of the amounts 
authorized to be appropriated under this Act 
may be used by the Attorney General for sala-
ries and administrative expenses of the Depart-
ment of Justice. 

(8) CONFERENCE EXPENDITURES.— 
(A) LIMITATION.—No amounts authorized to 

be appropriated to the Department of Justice 
under this Act may be used by the Attorney 
General or by any individual or organization 
awarded discretionary funds through a coopera-
tive agreement under this Act, to host or support 
any expenditure for conferences that uses more 
than $20,000 in Department funds, unless the 
Deputy Attorney General or the appropriate As-
sistant Attorney General, Director, or principal 
deputy as the Deputy Attorney General may 
designate, provides prior written authorization 
that the funds may be expended to host a con-
ference. 

(B) WRITTEN APPROVAL.—Written approval 
under subparagraph (A) shall include a written 

estimate of all costs associated with the con-
ference, including the cost of all food and bev-
erages, audio/visual equipment, honoraria for 
speakers, and any entertainment. 

(C) REPORT.—The Deputy Attorney General 
shall submit an annual report to the Committee 
on the Judiciary of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary of the House of Rep-
resentatives on all conference expenditures ap-
proved by operation of this paragraph. 

(9) PROHIBITION ON LOBBYING ACTIVITY.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Amounts authorized to be 

appropriated under this Act may not be utilized 
by any grant recipient to— 

(i) lobby any representative of the Department 
of Justice regarding the award of grant funding; 
or 

(ii) lobby any representative of a Federal, 
State, local, or tribal government regarding the 
award of grant funding. 

(B) PENALTY.—If the Attorney General deter-
mines that any recipient of a grant under this 
Act has violated subparagraph (A), the Attor-
ney General shall— 

(i) require the grant recipient to repay the 
grant in full; and 

(ii) prohibit the grant recipient from receiving 
another grant under this Act for not less than 
5 years. 
SEC. 6. SUNSET. 

Effective on December 31, 2018, subsections 
(a)(6) and (n) of section 2 of the DNA Analysis 
Backlog Elimination Act of 2000 (42 U.S.C. 
14135(a)(6) and (n)) are repealed. 

Amend the title so as to read: ‘‘A bill to 
amend the DNA Analysis Backlog Elimi-
nation Act of 2000 to provide for Debbie 
Smith grants for auditing sexual assault evi-
dence backlogs, and for other purposes.’’. 

Mr. SMITH of Texas (during the read-
ing). Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous 
consent to dispense with the reading. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
The amendments were agreed to. 
The bill was ordered to be read a 

third time, was read the third time, 
and passed, and a motion to reconsider 
was laid on the table. 

f 

SPACE EXPLORATION 
SUSTAINABILITY ACT 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent to take from 
the Speaker’s table the bill (H.R. 6586) 
to extend the application of certain 
space launch liability provisions 
through 2014, with the Senate amend-
ment thereto, and concur in the Senate 
amendment. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Clerk will report the Senate amend-
ment. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Senate amendment: 
Strike all after the enacting clause and in-

sert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Space Explo-
ration Sustainability Act’’. 
SEC. 2. ASSURANCE OF CORE CAPABILITIES. 

Section 203 of the National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration Authorization Act of 2010 
(42 U.S.C. 18313) is amended by adding at the 
end the following: 

‘‘(c) SENSE OF CONGRESS REGARDING HUMAN 
SPACE FLIGHT CAPABILITY ASSURANCE.—It is the 
sense of Congress that the Administrator shall 
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proceed with the utilization of the ISS, tech-
nology development, and follow-on transpor-
tation systems (including the Space Launch 
System, multi-purpose crew vehicle, and com-
mercial crew and cargo transportation capabili-
ties) under titles III and IV of this Act in a 
manner that ensures— 

‘‘(1) that these capabilities remain inherently 
complementary and interrelated; 

‘‘(2) a balance of the development, 
sustainment, and use of each of these capabili-
ties, which are of critical importance to the via-
bility and sustainability of the U.S. space pro-
gram; and 

‘‘(3) that resources required to support the 
timely and sustainable development of these ca-
pabilities authorized in either title III or title IV 
of this Act are not derived from a reduction in 
resources for the capabilities authorized in the 
other title. 

‘‘(d) LIMITATION.—Nothing in subsection (c) 
shall apply to or affect any capability author-
ized by any other title of this Act’’. 
SEC. 3. EXTENSION OF CERTAIN SPACE LAUNCH 

LIABILITY PROVISIONS. 
Section 50915(f) of title 51, United States Code, 

is amended by striking ‘‘December 31, 2012’’ and 
inserting ‘‘December 31, 2013’’. 
SEC. 4. EXEMPTION FROM INKSNA. 

Section 7(1)(B) of the Iran, North Korea, and 
Syria Nonproliferation Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 note) 
is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘, or for the purchase of goods 
or services relating to human space flight, that 
are’’; and 

(2) by striking ‘‘prior to July 1, 2016’’ and in-
serting ‘‘prior to December 31, 2020’’. 

Mr. SMITH of Texas (during the read-
ing). Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous 
consent to dispense with the reading. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 

objection to the original request of the 
gentleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 

f 

HOUR OF MEETING ON TOMORROW 

Mr. DOLD. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that when the House ad-
journs today, it adjourn to meet at 11 
a.m. tomorrow. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. DOLD. Mr. Speaker, I move that 
the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 12 o’clock and 38 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, 
Thursday, January 3, 2013, at 11 a.m. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

9017. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Defense, transmitting a letter on the 
approved retirement of Lieutenant General 
Patrick J. O’Reilly, United States Army, and 
his advancement to the grade of lieutenant 
general on the retired list; to the Committee 
on Armed Services. 

9018. A letter from the Assistant Secretary, 
Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting Certification Related to Condi-
tion 27(C)(i) of Senate Executive Resolution 
75 to Advise and Consent to the Ratification 
of the Chemical Weapons Convention, Sub-
ject to Certain Conditions; to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs. 

9019. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Education, transmitting Semi-
annual Report to Congress of the Office of 
the Inspector General for the period April 1, 
2012, through September 30, 2012; to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form. 

9020. A letter from the Auditor, District of 
Columbia, transmitting a report titled, 
‘‘Audit of the Closure and Consolidation of 23 
D.C. Public Schools.’’; to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 

9021. A letter from the Chairman, National 
Transportation Safety Board, transmitting 
the Board’s report on competitive sourcing 
efforts for fiscal year 2012; to the Committee 
on Oversight and Government Reform. 

9022. A letter from the Director, Office of 
Personnel Management, transmitting the Of-
fice’s semiannual report from the office of 
the Inspector General and the Management 
Response for the period April 1, 2012, through 
September 30, 2012; to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 

9023. A letter from the Administrator, 
Small Business Administration, transmit-
ting the Administration’s semiannual report 
from the office of the Inspector General for 
the period April 1 through September 30, 
2012; to the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform. 

9024. A letter from the Principal Deputy 
Assistant Attorney General, Department of 
Justice, transmitting the Department’s re-
port on the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens 
Absentee Voting Act for 2012; to the Com-
mittee on House Administration. 

9025. A letter from the Chief Administra-
tive Officer, transmitting the quarterly re-
port of receipts and expenditures of appro-
priations and other funds for the period Oc-
tober 1, 2012 through December 31, 2012 as 

compiled by the Chief Administrative Offi-
cer, pursuant to 2 U.S.C. 104a Public Law 88- 
454; (H. Doc. No. 112—160); to the Committee 
on House Administration and ordered to be 
printed. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON 
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of 
committees were delivered to the Clerk 
for printing and reference to the proper 
calendar, as follows: 

Mr. BACHUS: Committee on Financial 
Services. Fourth Semiannual Report on the 
Activity of the Committee on Financial 
Services for the 112th Congress (Rept. 112– 
742). Referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN: Committee on For-
eign Affairs. Legislative Review and Over-
sight Activities of the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, One Hundred Twelfth Congress 
(Rept. 112–743). Referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. MCKEON: Committee on Armed Serv-
ices. Fourth Semiannual Report on the Ac-
tivities of the Committee on Armed Services 
for the One Hundred Twelfth Congress (Rept. 
112–744). Referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. HALL: Committee on Science, Space, 
and Technology. Fourth Semiannual Report 
of Activities of the Committee on Science, 
Space, and Technology (Rept. 112–745). Re-
ferred to the Committee of the Whole House 
on the state of the Union. 

f 

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XII, 
Mr. STEARNS introduced a resolution 

(H. Res. 845) amending the Rules of 
the House of Representatives to es-
tablish a standing Committee on Re-
peals; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Rules. 

f 

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS 

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors 
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions as follows: 

H.R. 751: Ms. ESHOO, Mr. SCHIFF, and Ms. 
MOORE. 

H.R. 3395: Mr. RAHALL. 
H.R. 3625: Mr. PERLMUTTER. 
H.R. 4373: Mr. MARKEY. 
H.R. 5989: Mrs. CAPPS, Mr. LOEBSACK, Ms. 

NORTON, and Mr. CICILLINE. 
H.R. 6490: Mr. MEEHAN, Mr. BISHOP of Geor-

gia, Mr. CICILLINE, Mr. BISHOP of New York, 
Mr. PAULSEN, Mrs. MILLER of Michigan, and 
Mr. MCGOVERN. 

H.R. 6589: Mr. GOHMERT. 

Æ 
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