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public celebration of her life this week, her 
family described her as being ‘‘perfectly imper-
fect,’’ but to the millions of us moved by her 
music and her life story, she was and will al-
ways be ‘‘nuestra Jenni,’’ La Diva de la 
Banda. I ask that my colleagues join me in 
celebrating this beautiful guerrera, a guerrera 
of life and of music. 
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COMMENDING SENIOR AIRMAN 
VERONICA COX ON HER EFFORTS 
FOLLOWING THE 2011 EARTH-
QUAKE IN JAPAN 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 2, 2013 

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to recognize Senior Airman Veronica Cox 
of Lorton, Virginia, for demonstrating excep-
tional personal and moral courage during hu-
manitarian assistance after the 9.0 magnitude 
earthquake that hit northeast Japan on March 
11th, 2011. 

Airman Cox volunteered for humanitarian 
assistance duty and was part of the advanced 
command element in the town of Sanriku-cho 
as an intelligence analyst. Being able to com-
municate fluently in Japanese, she was able 
to greatly assist in integrating the Japanese- 
U.S. response within the crucial first 24 hours 
as well as the days that followed. She met 
with the village elder and clearly commu-
nicated necessary medical and survival in-
structions. She flew with nine search and res-
cue teams and directly enabled the delivery of 
3,000 pounds of food, water and medical sup-
plies 

Three days after the earthquake, Airman 
Cox was able to recognize the Japanese char-
acters asking for help spelled out by rocks on 
the roof of a senior-care facility. A further in-
vestigation led to the discovery of 200 Japa-
nese civilians within the rubble of the building. 

For her service during the crisis, Airman 
Cox and the aircrew received recognition from 
the Emperor of Japan. She received the Air 
Force Commendation Medal and was selected 
as a linguist for the 5th Air Force Vice Com-
mand during U.S. and Japanese Ministry of 
Defense-level meetings. She also received 
recognition and awards from the Japan Self- 
Defense forces and civilian organizations. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Senior Airman Veronica Cox for 
her tremendous service to our nation and her 
valiant humanitarian assistance to the people 
of Japan. 
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FINAL REFLECTION 

HON. CLIFF STEARNS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 2, 2013 

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, today I close 
my 24 years of service in the U.S. House of 
Representatives—it has been a rare honor to 
serve the people of north east Florida and I’m 
humbled by this responsibility. In reflecting on 
my tenure, I’m very proud of my record of ac-
complishments. 

As a veteran of the United States Air Force, 
I deeply appreciate the opportunity to serve on 

the Veterans Affairs Committee and to work 
on behalf my fellow veterans. Through these 
efforts, we established new VA outpatient clin-
ics in the district, including a state of the art 
facility in South Marion County. In addition, we 
succeeded in building support for the new pa-
tient bed center at the Gainesville VA Medical 
Center. And, after over a decade of work, we 
saw my language to create a new veterans 
cemetery in north east Florida signed into law. 

Furthermore, two measures I offered in the 
VA became law: the Veterans Millennium 
Health Care & Benefits Act improving vet-
erans’ access to long-term care; and the VA 
Health Care Personnel Act to increase pay for 
VA health care professionals. 

Working with members on both sides of the 
aisle, one of my first achievements was gain-
ing enactment of S. 2740 / H.R. 4237 to 
amend the Water Resources Development Act 
of 1986. This measure deauthorized the 
Cross-Florida Barge Canal, and allowed the 
State of Florida to preserve this canal corridor 
as a greenway spanning the state. 

Then there is the Telecomunications Act of 
1996. Computers, the Internet, and other inno-
vations transformed the national economy, 
making our laws and regulations outdated and 
burdensome. As a House conferee on this leg-
islation, I worked with my colleagues in devel-
oping a response providing greater competi-
tion, less regulation, better service, and lower 
prices. And once again, Congress should work 
to remove the current obstacles to greater in-
novation that will bring more products, serv-
ices, and jobs. 

Most recently, my selection to lead the 
House Energy and Commerce Committee’s 
Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations 
provided the chance to make our government 
more transparent and responsive. Through our 
oversight, we discouraged the implementation 
of overly rigorous rules and regulations that 
hamper economic growth and job creation. 

We also discovered the waste and abuse in 
the Department of Energy’s loan guarantee 
program. This risky scheme to create so- 
called green jobs cost taxpayers billions of 
dollars while yielding a few jobs. This is best 
exemplified by Solyndra, which received $535 
million from the taxpayers only to declare 
bankruptcy and becoming the target of a crimi-
nal investigation by the FBI. 

In recognition of our $16 trillion debt, I take 
great satisfaction in my record on fiscal re-
sponsibility. It is a distinct honor to be one of 
only 53 House and Senate members to re-
ceive an ‘‘A’’ rating from the National Tax-
payers Union. In addition, my record on jobs 
and the economy earned recognition by the 
U.S. Chamber of Commerce, Citizens Against 
Government Waste, and Americans for Tax 
Reform. 

I also owe many thanks—to so many of my 
colleagues, and especially to the people of 
Florida’s Sixth District. I also thank my staff for 
their help in serving my constituents, my Chief 
of Staff Jack Seum and Paul Flusche here in 
Washington, and Shawna Williams, Sherrie 
Porter, and Jean Clough (Cluff) in the District. 

Again, it has been an honor and an experi-
ence of a lifetime to serve in Congress. 

RECOGNIZING THE NORTHERN VIR-
GINIA BLACK CHAMBER OF COM-
MERCE 2012 BUSINESS HONOR 
AWARD RECIPIENTS 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 2, 2013 

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to recognize the Northern Virginia Black 
Chamber of Commerce and to congratulate 
those members who are being honored for 
their contributions to the business and local 
communities. 

The Northern Virginia Black Chamber of 
Commerce (NVBCC) is a vibrant organization 
dedicated to the growth and development of 
African-American owned businesses in the 
City of Alexandria and the counties of Arling-
ton, Fairfax, Loudoun, and Prince William. The 
Chamber provides leadership, strategic infor-
mation, technical assistance, networking op-
portunities, and other support to more than 
120 member partners, helping to ensure the 
growth and success of their businesses. In ad-
dition, the NVBCC actively supports area non- 
profits in efforts to increase the financial lit-
eracy and leadership capability of school-aged 
children in our area. 

Each year, the NVBCC recognizes its mem-
bers for their extraordinary success and con-
tributions to the Chamber and our community. 
It is my honor to enter the names of the fol-
lowing 2012 Business Honor Award recipients 
into the Congressional Record: 

Outstanding Emerging Business: Nationwide 
Insurance—The Brad Ryant Insurance Agency 

Business of the Year: Valley Green Land-
scaping 

Outstanding Corporate Partner: Intelligent 
Office of Alexandria 

Outstanding Community Partner: Alexan-
dria-Fairfax County Alumni Chapter of Kappa 
Alpha Psi, Inc. 

Member of the Year: Kim de Peiza, Key 
Concepts Knowlegebase, LLC 

Member of the Year: Isaac Lewis, Morgan 
Stanley Smith Barney 

Outstanding Public Partner: Fairfax County 
Economic Development Authority 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in congratulating the 2012 Business Honor 
Award recipients and in thanking each of them 
for their efforts to strengthen our local busi-
ness economy and for their commitment to 
building a stronger community. 
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RECOGNIZING THE 200TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE WAR OF 1812 AND 
THE BENJAMIN HARRISON SOCI-
ETY 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 2, 2013 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
ask the House of Representatives to join me 
in recognizing the 200th anniversary of the 
War of 1812 and the Benjamin Harrison Soci-
ety’s work in bringing attention to the little 
known involvement of the District of Columbia 
in the war. 

In the summer of 1814, British troops in-
vaded our nation’s capital. The poorly planned 
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