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dollars, and we all should be willing to
have those honest conversations.

Finally, I am particularly concerned
that we may again see our Nation’s
credit rating used for political leverage
when we return to the unfinished busi-
ness of how to fund the Federal govern-
ment for the next fiscal year or two.

Despite how it looked from the out-
side, the process of getting us to agree
on a package of tax cuts and delays in
spending reductions was the easy part.
The most difficult issues remain. Our
Nation needs 100 Senators and 435 Rep-
resentatives who face the facts and find
a way to work not just on their side,
but side by side.

We still have a lot of work to do to
resolve our differences and face our
Federal spending issues.

———

TRIBUTES TO DEPARTING
SENATORS

OLYMPIA SNOWE AND KAY BAILEY HUTCHISON

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I rise
today to pay tribute to my colleagues,
Senators KAY BAILEY HUTCHISON and
OLYMPIA SNOWE.

We have served together in the Sen-
ate for two decades and I will dearly
miss their grace and their friendship. I
know that whatever the next chapter
brings, both Senator HUTCHISON and
Senator SNOWE will leave a lasting and
important legacy.

Both of these Senators are true pio-
neers. When she first entered Congress,
Senator SNOWE was the youngest Re-
publican woman ever to serve in the
House of Representatives. Senator
HUTCHISON graduated law school in 1967
as one of only 5 women in a class of 445
men. When she arrived in the Senate in
1993, she became the first woman to
represent Texas in this Chamber.

Throughout her career, Senator
SNOWE has been a strong advocate for
the people of Maine. Whether they were
children, families, consumers, or small
business owners—the people of Maine
knew they had a great champion in
Senator SNOWE.

Senator SNOWE always worked across
party lines to get things done for the
American people. During her time in
the House, she worked with Senator
MIKULSKI to lead the fight to end the
exclusion of women in health trials at
the National Institutes of Health. She
worked with Senator ROCKEFELLER to
help bring the internet to America’s li-
braries and classrooms. She worked
with Senator Ted Kennedy to pass the
Genetic Nondiscrimination Act.

Senator SNOWE and I worked to-
gether on many, many bills over the
years, but I will especially remember
our work on the passengers’ bill of
rights to provide basic protections for
airline passengers. I will also remem-
ber the many times we fought together
to ensure equality for women around
the world.

Senator SNOWE was a true leader and
her presence in the Senate will be
greatly missed.

Senator HUTCHISON was a strong and
passionate voice for the issues impor-
tant to her beloved State of Texas.
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She played an critical role in so
many of the important issues facing
our country over the years, from her
work ensuring the safety of our Nation
as a senior member of the Senate
Armed Services Committee to her lead-
ership on the Senate Commerce Com-
mittee.

We worked together to promote safe-
ty and security for Afghan women and
girls, and she played such a key role
last during consideration of the trans-
portation bill. I am so grateful for Sen-
ator HUTCHISON’s bipartisan efforts to
preserve and protect our critical trans-
portation infrastructure.

Senator HUTCHISON has always noted
that we women Senators have repeat-
edly come together across party lines
to achieve action on women’s issues:
things like pay inequality and creating
tax-free individual retirement accounts
for spouses who work at home.

I will miss my colleagues, both on
the Senate floor and at our monthly
women Senators dinners.

I wish them both well in all their fu-
ture endeavors.

KENT CONRAD

Mr. President, I rise today to pay
tribute to my colleague, Senator KENT
CONRAD, whom I have been fortunate to
call a colleague and a friend. I have
served with KENT for 20 years and my
husband Stewart and I have valued the
friendship of his and his wonderful wife
Lucy Calautti.

From helping North Dakota recover
from devastating natural disasters to
promoting North Dakota agriculture as
a key member of the Senate Agri-
culture Committee, KENT CONRAD has
been a leader for North Dakota for
more than 30 years.

No Senator knows budget and eco-
nomic issues better than Senator CON-
RAD and he used his knowledge to great
effect as chairman of the Senate Budg-
et Committee. His exacting and precise
assessments of our Nation’s fiscal
health added wisdom and maturity to a
debate that was often difficult and di-
visive. His many budget charts alone
are famous in the Senate—in fact, he
uses even more charts on the floor than
I do, which is saying something.

He refers to his policymaking ap-
proach as ‘‘extreme moderation”—an
approach that perfectly sums up Sen-
ator CONRAD’s philosophy and de-
meanor. Senator CONRAD is one of our
most respected members, for his steady
temperament, his open mind, and his
willingness to reach across the aisle in
search of policy solutions.

The Senate is losing a powerful voice,
and great friend to us all in KENT CON-
RAD.

————
NOMINATION OF JOSHUA WRIGHT

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I rise to
register my concerns with the con-
firmation of Dr. Joshua Wright to be a
Commissioner of the Federal Trade
Commission, FTC.

The FTC’s mission is to
business practices that

“prevent
are anti-
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competitive or deceptive or unfair to
consumers and to enhance informed
consumer choice and public under-
standing of the competitive process.”

Yet throughout his career, Dr.
Wright has shown a disdain for this
mission, and the government’s involve-
ment in protecting consumers.

As one example, Dr. Wright wrote
that one government consumer protec-
tion agency’s agenda was ‘‘aggressive
and dangerous’ and that its ‘‘existence
is likely to do more harm than good for
consumers.”

He has also sharply criticized the
FTC, arguing it has been hampered by
““a history and pattern of appointments
evidencing a systematic failure to
meet . . . expectations.”

Many consumer groups are also con-
cerned about his confirmation to the
FTC, noting that his antiregulation
philosophy is far outside of the main-
stream and runs counter to the mission
of the FTC as an enforcement agency
designed to protect consumers.

Dr. Wright was selected by Repub-
lican congressional leadership to fill a
Republican position on the FTC, as re-
quired by statute. For this reason I did
not block his confirmation, but I will
be closely monitoring his activities at
the FTC.

——
TRIBUTE TO DR. WAYNE
SOUTHWICK
Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President,

today I wish to pay tribute to an out-
standing orthopaedic surgeon, mentor
and friend. Dr. Wayne Southwick has
had a remarkable career. The author of
over 100 peer reviewed journal articles,
he has also received numerous awards
for his work as a professor and chief of
orthopaedic surgery at Yale Univer-
sity’s School of Medicine. I had the
privilege of learning from Dr. South-
wick during my time at Yale. Dr.
Southwick’s unending dedication to
educating the next generation of physi-
cians has had a lasting impact on the
medical profession.

Dr. Wayne Orin Southwick was born
on February 6, 1923 in Lincoln, NE. He
grew up in Friend, the same small town
where his grandfather settled, just be-
fore Nebraska was admitted to the
Union. Dr. Southwick attended high
school in Friend, before entering the
University of Nebraska, where he
earned a B.A. in 1945 and an M.D. in
1947. During his time at the University
of Nebraska, Dr. Southwick married
the 1love of his life, Jessie Ann
Seacrest.

While the vast majority of my re-
marks will focus on Dr. Southwick’s
professional accomplishments, I know
that what he is most proud of is his
loving family. Together, Wayne and
Ann raised three children, Fred, Steven
and Marcia. Steven has followed in his
father’s footsteps as a physician and
professor of psychiatry at Yale. Wayne
would be the first person to admit that
all of his accomplishments would not
have been possible without the support
of his wife and children.
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