February 14, 2013

There are so many families that risk
being torn apart because our immigra-
tion system is completely out of touch
with our values as Americans. Rather
than reuniting families, it tears fami-
lies apart; rather than encouraging
people to follow the law, it rewards un-
scrupulous business people who hire
people under the table and encourages
the violation of the law and identity
theft.

We need to replace our immigration
system with one that works for our
country, allow people who’ve been here
and are hardworking and contribute to
our country to get right with the law,
and, yes, some day enjoy the same ben-
efits of citizenship that Sally herself

enjoys.

I call upon my colleagues to pass
comprehensive immigration reform
now.

ANN HARROUN

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to share the
story of Ann Harroun from Loveland,
Colorado, who wrote to me with regard
to her support for comprehensive im-
migration reform and her own family’s
story.

Ann writes that her relatives first
came to Canada from France and Eng-
land; the French in the 1700s and the
English a little later. Ann’s great-great
grandmother was becalmed in the mid-
dle of the Atlantic Ocean for a time,
and both sides of her family were farm-
ers in Quebec before wandering into
northern New Hampshire in the 1920s.

Ann writes, ‘“Were they legal? Who
knows?”’ She further writes that the
French had large families and soon
outgrew their farms. They moved on
from New Hampshire. Her mother
moved from New Hampshire to Maine
in 1942 after the death of her father,
and she worked for Maine Blue Cross
for 30 years.

Ann moved to California after high
school and saw an opportunity to at-
tend college, married, had children,
joined the League of Women Voters, fi-
nally graduated in 1980, and promptly
won an election to the Vermont house.
Ann was the first in her family to at-
tend college, vote, own a house, and
hold public office.

There are so many today that would
be the first to go to college, that would
be the first to vote, that would be the
first to own a house, that would be the
first to hold public office, that would
be the first to be captains of industry,
that would be the first to have ad-
vanced degrees if only we can find a
way where they have the ability to get
right with the law and get paperwork
that allows them to pursue the great
opportunities that this country offers.

As Ann says, “Were they illegal? Who
knows?”’ Were they illegal? Who cares?
When my family came here in 1906,
they got off the boat and registered.
There was no quota or process or thing
they had to deal with on the legal
front. They just showed up here. You
know what? They were welcomed. And
you know what? Their grandson on one
side and great-grandson on the other is
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now a United States Congress person,
just as Ann was the first in her family
after they wandered down from Canada
to New Hampshire. Ann has given so
much for her country, just as so many
of today’s immigrants will if we only
give them today’s opportunity.
DARYL SHUTE

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to share the
story of Daryl Shute from Littleton,
Colorado. Daryl writes with regard to
the critical need to replace our broken
immigration system with one that
works.

Daryl’s grandfather, Joseph
Giangreco, emigrated from Sicily to
the United States to join his mother,
who was already living in Buffalo, New
York, in the mid-nineteen teens. Daryl
writes that Italians were the unwanted
immigrants of that day. Daryl writes
that he returned to Canada, walked
across the border, and rejoined his
mother after he was deported from New
York.

He was caught and given a choice to
fight for the Allies in Europe to earn
his citizenship. He accepted that. And
Daryl’s grandfather, Joseph, went to
war for the American Dream. Unfortu-
nately, he received injuries during that
war that affected him the rest of his
life. Even so, he was hardworking and
worked hard from the back of a horse-
drawn cart to support his family for
many years.
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Even to this day, immigrants give so
much of themselves through their hard
work, their toil, their sweat and tears,
which all of us as Americans prosper
from and benefit from. We need to find
a way, just as Joseph’s grandfather did,
so that people can get right with the
law.

What is being discussed and what
needs to be discussed is not an amnesty
any more than if you get a speeding
ticket and you enter a plea bargain it’s
an amnesty. It’s essentially a plea bar-
gain. Yes, you violated the law. Let’s
figure out how you get right with the
law: register, pay a fine, get your
working permit. It’s not realistic in
any way, shape or form to try to round
up large numbers of people who are giv-
ing so much to our country every day
and who, in many cases, have Amer-
ican children. That’s why we need to
pass immigration reform and replace
our broken immigration system with
one that reflects our values as Ameri-
cans.

MARTHA DENNEY

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to share a
story from Martha Denney in Fort Col-
lins, Colorado. It’s her own personal
story and the story of her family’s im-
migration and why we need to replace
our broken immigration system with
one that works and pass comprehensive
immigration reform now.

Martha’s grandmother’s family mem-
bers were immigrants from
Montbeliard, France, but they were ac-
tually Swiss Mennonites. They were
driven from Switzerland as followers of
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the Mennonite faith. They followed the
teachings that defied the teachings of
the Catholic Church, and they were dis-
criminated against. Many Swiss farm-
ers became valued and trusted workers
on estates in France, where they went
to escape persecution. When they were
able to emigrate to the U.S. in the late
1800s, they came to Wayland, Iowa,
which was a small Mennonite commu-
nity.

Martha has worked for more than 30
years in the area of international ex-
change at a large American university,
Colorado State University, in Fort Col-
lins. She has worked with issues of
visas and student visas and the immi-
gration of students. She has observa-
tions about the process that she has
tried to share over the years with Rep-
resentatives of our United States Gov-
ernment, but she believes that, up
until now, they weren’t in a position to
hear them because they weren’t focus-
ing on immigration reform.

I call upon this body to focus on im-
migration reform, to heed the stories
of those like Martha’s and of the many
others who interact every day—wheth-
er it’s as an employer or an educator or
a social worker—with those who are
here in this country and are working
hard to make our country greater but
who lack the paperwork that verifies
their own existence, who lack the pa-
perwork that allows them to exist
under the rule of law in this country.

We need to replace our broken immi-
gration system with one that reflects
our American values, with one that al-
lows people to step out of the darkness
and into the light, to get right with the
law, to be able to fully pursue their
destinies as future Americans. We are a
Nation of immigrants, and we all ben-
efit from the tremendous benefits that
immigrants give to this country every
day.

I hope that now is the time that Rep-
resentatives of our United States Gov-
ernment in this House of Representa-
tives will be in a position to hear and
will be in a position to focus on immi-
gration reform in order to make our
country stronger, to make our country
safer, to make our country more pros-
perous.

Mr. Speaker, I call upon my col-
leagues to support comprehensive im-
migration reform and to pass it now.
We must replace our broken immigra-
tion system with one that works for
our country and our values.

I yield back the balance of my time.

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia (at the re-
quest of Ms. PELOSI) for today.

Mr. CULBERSON (at the request of Mr.
CANTOR) for today on account of ill-
ness.

———

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. POLIS. Mr. Speaker, I move that
the House do now adjourn.
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