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designated facility is located must indicate
in writing such Member’s support of the pro-
posal to name such facility after such indi-
vidual.

(C) The pertinent State department or
chapter of each Congressionally chartered
veterans’ organization having a national
membership of at least 500,000 must indicate
in writing its support of such proposal.

IX. AMENDMENTS TO THE RULES

The rules of the Committee may be
changed, modified, amended, or suspended at
any time provided, however, that no less
than a majority of the entire membership so
determine at a regular meeting with due no-
tice or at a meeting specifically called for
that purpose. The rules governing quorums
for reporting legislative matters shall gov-

ern rules changes, modification, amend-
ments, or suspension.
————

VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN
REAUTHORIZATION ACT

Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, I rise
today in support of S.47, the Violence
Against Women Reauthorization Act.
This legislation provides much needed
funding and support for law enforce-
ment in our fight against domestic vio-
lence, sexual assault, dating violence,
and stalking.

This bill has enjoyed wide bipartisan
support over the years. Crimes against
women and children will not be toler-
ated. Tuesday, the Senate once again
approved VAWA with a 78-22 over-
whelmingly bipartisan vote. I was
proud to cosponsor the Violence
Against Women Act and I urge my col-
leagues in the House to stand with
America’s women and children and
quickly pass this critical legislation.

We have an obligation to do our part
and protect women and children on the
streets and in their homes. And this
legislation provides the resources need-
ed to further this very important ef-
fort. Reauthorizing this funding is par-
ticularly important for my home State
of Louisiana, which unfortunately
ranks among the top five States in
incidences of domestic violence homi-
cides in the Nation.

Last year, Louisiana received $4.9
million in Violence Against Women
Act grants. These dollars helped fund
critical programs through organiza-
tions like Wellspring Alliance for Fam-
ily, which provides domestic violence
and sexual assault services in Monroe,
LA, and the Crescent House program in
New Orleans. And these funds don’t
just supplement established programs.
In fact, the vast majority wouldn’t be
possible in the first place without
VAWA grants because many service
providers count on more than 90 per-
cent of their funding from the Federal
Government.

Last year, Louisiana’s 18 shelters
provided more than 90,000 shelter
nights, answered more than 38,000 cri-
sis calls and despite serving 17,000 cli-
ents, the shelters had to turn away al-
most 2,000 people for lack of resources.
In one national survey, 60 percent of
the shelters in Louisiana reported that
they lacked funding and 25 percent re-
ported that they lacked shelter beds or
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housing for victims of domestic vio-
lence and their children.

These statistics are troubling. And I
think they are an important part of
why VAWA is so critical to women and
children in communities across Lou-
isiana and throughout our country. But
numbers don’t tell the whole story.
You have to talk to the people on the
ground, to the people who have dedi-
cated their lives and careers to helping
women and children in need, to truly
appreciate the impact of this legisla-
tion.

For example, Beth Meeks, executive
director of the Louisiana Coalition
Against Domestic Violence, visited a
program in New Orleans. While visiting
that program, Beth spoke with a young
mother with her baby, only to discover
that the baby was 6 days old. The
young mother had been at the program
for a few weeks and had been terribly
abused when she was nearly 9 months
pregnant. She and her baby survived
but her child was born in shelter care.
What would have been the outcome if a
shelter had not been available?

The program that Beth visited, like
every domestic violence program in
Louisiana, was heavily supported by
Violence Against Women Act dollars.
Additionally, law enforcement officers,
advocates, and prosecutors are all sup-
ported by funds available under the
act. Louisiana’s current budget chal-
lenges have serious implications for
these vital services. In December 2012,
Louisiana cut $1 million from the budg-
et for these programs, jeopardizing
their very existence.

Louisiana is not alone. Programs all
over the Nation have experienced re-
ductions in grants and losses in dona-
tions during the recent economic down-
turn. That is why we must reauthorize
the Violence Against Women Act. We
have made significant progress in the
last 20 years. We must continue to pro-
vide support to State and local govern-
ment and the nonprofit entities that
provide critical services.

I congratulate the people who are
committed to providing important
services to those who need them most.
We owe a great deal of gratitude to
leaders like Beth Meeks of the Lou-
isiana Coalition Against Domestic Vio-
lence, leaders like Mary Claire Landry
of the Family Justice Center in New
Orleans, and like Valerie Bowman of
the Family Justice Center in Monroe,
and leaders in the law enforcement
community like Tommy Clark, chair of
the Louisiana Chiefs of Police Associa-
tion Domestic Violence Committee.

I am proud that the Senate has taken
action on this important piece of legis-
lation and I urge my colleagues in the
House of Representatives to do the
same.

———
BAHRAIN TWO YEARS LATER

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, 2 years

ago today thousands of Bahrainis took

to the streets to call for political re-
form and an end to ongoing human
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rights abuses in their country. The
government responded to these peace-
ful demonstrations not by addressing
grievances or offering to work with the
aggrieved, but by unleashing its state
security forces upon them. The secu-
rity forces fired on the protesters with
tear gas and live ammunition; al-
though many protesters were rounded
up, arrested, and tortured, their spirit
would not be broken.

I am deeply disappointed that the
government of Bahrain continues to
stall, to stonewall, and to stymie any
progress on addressing the root causes
of the protesters’ grievances. I shared
the initial hopes of many Bahrainis,
who viewed the establishment of the
Bahrain Independent Commission of In-
quiry, BICI, as a positive step on behalf
of the government. I was encouraged
when the final BICI report detailed the
government’s systemic use of intimida-
tion, violence, abuse, and detention
that documenting these abuses would
lead to real reform. As outlined in the
BICI report, over the weeks and
months of its initial crackdown, more
than 30 protesters were killed, nearly
1,800 were tortured, and 4,500 were fired
from their jobs. Religious sites were
destroyed and doctors who treated in-
jured protesters were arrested, tor-
tured, and imprisoned.

The Bahraini government has spent
considerable time and resources to con-
vince the world that progress has been
made, but I am sorry to say that the
facts do not bear this out. Banning
peaceful protests is not progress. Using
tear gas as a weapon is not progress.
Shooting teenagers is not progress.
There is, quite frankly, little to be op-
timistic about if one examines the re-
gime’s track record over the last 2
years. According to the Project on Mid-
dle East Democracy, POMED, the gov-
ernment of Bahrain has only fully im-
plemented three of 26 recommenda-
tions in the BICI report. Even worse,
POMED found no meaningful progress
whatsoever toward six of the BICI rec-
ommendations. The Bahrain Center for
Human Rights similarly finds that the
government of Bahrain has taken only
superficial steps ‘‘while continuing to
commit the same human rights viola-
tions.”

Although the Bahraini government
offered to engage in a national dia-
logue, my staff and I have read reports
that the government may only be plan-
ning to moderate a discussion between
political parties, rather than act as a
full and productive participant in the
dialogue. I sincerely hope that is not
the case, and I call on the government
of Bahrain to live up to its rhetoric,
engage in genuine and sustained dia-
logue, and work to see that real
progress is made. As a first step to re-
storing some of the trust it has lost,
the Bahraini government should imme-
diately implement all 26 BICI report
recommendations and immediately re-
lease all political prisoners in Bahrain.

After 2 years, surely the government
of Bahrain is tired of fighting its own
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