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Ph.D. in Mathematics from Harvard University
as well as two honorary doctorate degrees. He
was a Fulbright Fellow, and is currently a
member of the National Academy of Engineer-
ing as well as a Fellow at both the Institute of
Electrical and Electronic Engineers (IEEE) and
the American Association of the Advancement
of Science (AAAS). He has received numer-
ous awards and medals for his work including
the USC Presidential Medallion and the Shan-
non Award of the Information Theory Society
of the |IEEE.

Dr. Golomb started his career at the Jet
Propulsion Laboratory, where he played a key
role in formulating the design of deep-space
communications for subsequent lunar and
planetary explorations. After joining USC as a
professor in 1963, he became one of the
“Magnificent Seven” founders of the USC
Communications Sciences Institute, which has
made profound contributions to mathematics
and engineering, particularly in interplanetary
communications. His efforts have helped to
make USC a center for communications re-
search.

Dr. Golomb’s contributions have touched
our lives in numerous ways. His pioneering
work in shift register sequences has extensive
military, industrial and consumer applications.
Today, millions of cell phones utilize tech-
nology based on Golomb’s contributions to the
field. His mathematical coding schemes made
it possible for us to see clear video images
from the Mars Rover Curiosity. And he has
been referred to as “the godfather of Tetris”
for creating polyominoes that inspired the in-
vention of the tile-matching puzzle video
game.

USC has long been a center for scientific in-
novation and | am proud to have such an in-
credible leader like Dr. Golomb working in
California’s 37th Congressional District.

——————

IN MEMORY OF NANCY FLAKE, A
JOURNALIST’'S JOURNALIST

HON. KEVIN BRADY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 15, 2013

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
remember a journalist’s journalist and a dear
friend.

This week, Montgomery County was sad-
dened to read the news about the loss of
Nancy Flake, a journalist who cared deeply
about our community.

A short, but valiant battle with cancer took
Nancy away from us too soon, but | wanted
the nation to know more about this amazing
woman because | will always appreciate her
diligence, her fairness and her obvious love
for all things education-related.

William Gordon and Julia Ann Roberts wel-
comed their daughter, Nancy to this world in
Bartlesville, Oklahoma on May 10, 1956.
Nancy would continue to love all things ‘Soon-
er’ long after becoming a Texan.

She taught herself to read at age 4 and
never stopped reading everything she could
get her hands on. She loved music and was
a self-taught guitar player. Nancy earned her
journalism degree at the University of Central
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Oklahoma and got to pursue her love of re-
porting here in Montgomery County where her
reporting and columns, earned the respect of
public officials like me, our community, Courier
readers, and her peers who showered her with
numerous awards.

But this passionate reporter was so much
more than words on a page, she was a dedi-
cated mother and friend. Mason and Marty
can attest to both their mother’s protective na-
ture and her intense pride in their accomplish-
ments in high school and now in college. Her
friends have too many stories to recount here
today of her willingness to listen to any prob-
lem, her wise counsel towards solutions and
her ability to make them laugh even in the
toughest of times.

Just last month, Nancy learned she had
cancer and she fought it with the same
strength, courage and humor she brought to
journalism and has passed down to her sons,
who were with her when she left this world to
become Heaven’s intrepid reporter.

Today, her sons, her father, brother, Bill
Roberts Jr., his wife Jayne; her sister, Carol
Starrett and husband David; numerous nieces
and nephews and a myriad of friends, co-
workers and members of the community she
touched with her gifts, are saying goodbye at
a special memorial service at The Woodlands
United Methodist Church.

Booker T. Washington once said “Success
in life is founded upon attention to the small
things rather than the large things; to the
every day things nearest to us rather than to
the things that are remote and uncommon.”
Nancy helped us all understand and appre-
ciate the every day things nearest to us in
ways we might not have appreciated without
her insight. She cherished the small things
with her precious sons and now they will cher-
ish wonderful memories knowing she is in our
Lord’s loving embrace.

——————

HONORING THE SERVICE OF DON-
ALD MCKINNEY TO THE UNITED
STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTA-
TIVES AND THE RESIDENTS OF
CALIFORNIA’S 49TH CONGRES-
SIONAL DISTRICT

HON. DARRELL E. ISSA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 15, 2013

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize and commend the exceptional work of
Donald McKinney over the course of his 11
year service as a District Representative in my
Vista, California office. In that role, Don was
my principal representative to the communities
of Oceanside, Fallbrook, Marine Corps Base
Camp Pendleton and military and veterans
throughout the greater San Diego area.

Don’s work was exceptional throughout his
tenure, and he distinguished himself as a
dedicated advocate for the Marines and their
family members aboard Camp Pendleton.
From housing and medical care, to transpor-
tation and infrastructure, Don took up any
cause he believed would improve the quality
of life for our Marines and dependents.

Shortly after | took office in 2001, we be-
came aware of appalling conditions many Ma-
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rine families were living in on base. The hous-
ing stock at Pendleton was worn out, some of
it dated back as far as World War II, and
many dwellings had mold contamination and
other unsafe conditions. Don met repeatedly
with base officials and over the course of
many visits, carefully documented the housing
conditions and assembled a binder of facts
and photos. He walked miles and miles in the
Pentagon halls meeting with any military or ci-
vilian leader who had a role in building or
maintaining Marine housing. Don made sure
that decision makers 2,000 miles away saw
the pictures and understood the urgency so
that it wouldn’t get lost as just another line on
a spreadsheet or item in a report. Marines and
their families were living in these conditions,
and that was unacceptable.

Today, Camp Pendleton provides some of
the finest housing available to
servicemembers and their dependents. Much
of the older family housing has been torn
down and replaced and the rest fully ren-
ovated. The base now has 29 new Bachelor
Enlisted Quarters buildings. Don’s advocacy
raised awareness within the chain of com-
mand and contributed significantly to the im-
provement of housing quality aboard Camp
Pendleton.

Don’s work earned him the good-will of the
Marine Commanders at Pendleton and he
worked to ensure they had strong relation-
ships with local leaders in adjacent commu-
nities. This paid dividends most recently when
local, state and base officials work collabo-
ratively to improve the flow of traffic at the
Fallbrook Gate, reducing wait times to enter
the base from 30 minutes to less than one
minute. This small project provides a notable
improvement in the quality of life for civilian
and military personnel who commute to jobs
on base each day.

Don facilitated more than 500 hours of ne-
gotiations between the Fallbrook Public Utili-
ties District and Camp Pendleton to bring the
sides to agreement to settle water rights litiga-
tion that has been pending for more than 50
years. A final draft settlement is now awaiting
final approval at Marine Corps Headquarters
in Washington, DC.

Finally, Don was an advocate for improved
medical care for autistic military children,
working to make sure they have access to the
most effective treatments and to raise aware-
ness so they can gain access to the care they
need and deserve.

In a last email to his colleagues, Don
shared the experiences that were most mean-
ingful over the years. Helping an injured Ma-
rine navigate a civilian bureaucracy to get a
contractors license and a single mother clear
an error by the Justice Department that al-
lowed her to run a daycare center meant the
most throughout his years.

Along with these notable achievements, Don
did all of the things our aides do on our behalf
when Congress is in session and we are away
from our districts—countless meetings, ap-
pearances at the local Rotary or Chamber of
Commerce luncheon, awards presentations
and other public appearances.

| extend heartfelt thanks to Donald McKin-
ney for his good work and exceptional service
on behalf of the House of Representatives and
the constituents of the 49th District.
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