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the region. Members of their workforce were 
present at the Thomas Printing fire in 1903, 
the Grantham Aircraft Engine Works and the 
Updegraf’s Bowling Alley fires in 1956, the 
Brandtsville Train Wreck in 1963, the Arch 
Street School fire in 1972, and the fire at 
Rakestraw’s Ice Cream in 1991. They con-
tinue to put their lives on the line to protect the 
people of Cumberland County. 

Mr. Speaker, for the last 155 years, the 
Washington Fire Company has acted as an 
important asset to the citizens of Mechanics-
burg and the surrounding counties. Therefore, 
I commend the personnel who have faithfully 
worked to protect our community at this fire 
house. 
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HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 25, 2013 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor the Tutwiler Volunteer 
Fire Department (Tutwiler VFD) located in 
Tutwiler, Mississippi. The department serves a 
population of 3,550 citizens. 

The Tutwiler VFD is staffed by twelve volun-
teers tasked with the responsibility of saving 
lives and responding to emergencies. The 
staff consists of both full and part time volun-
teers. Some of the volunteers have been cer-
tified by the National Fire Protection Associa-
tion and/or the State of Mississippi as a highly 
trained and qualified firefighter and first re-
sponder. Volunteer fire departments with 
trained firefighters are an invaluable asset to 
rural areas like Tutwiler. 

The job of saving lives requires skill, a pas-
sion for life, and good equipment. Some of the 
volunteers work for more than one volunteer 
fire department because many communities 
are small and spread apart. 

The Tutwiler VFD has a lot of territory to 
cover. They respond to calls from the 
Tallahatchie County Correctional Facility, the 
Tallahatchie County School District, and 
neighboring communities. The correctional fa-
cility is a 2800 bed facility, and the school dis-
trict has a student body of over 800 students. 
When the Tutwiler VFD staff is not responding 
to calls, they engage in ongoing community 
outreach to educate citizens on fire safety 
measures and techniques. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing the Tutwiler Volunteer Fire De-
partment for the work they are doing to save 
lives in the Mississippi Delta. 
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Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to a remarkable theologian and 
dedicated community servant. Dr. William P. 
Diggs has retired after 50 years of leading 
Trinity Baptist Church in Florence, South 
Carolina. He has set a tremendous example of 

stewardship and service for future generations 
to follow. 

Dr. Diggs was born in Columbia, South 
Carolina, but grew up in Rock Hill. Always a 
dedicated student, he graduated from More-
house College, earned a Master of Arts in So-
ciology from Atlanta University, a Master of Di-
vinity from Colgate-Rochester Divinity School 
in Rochester, New York, and a Doctor of Min-
istry from McCormick Theological Seminary in 
Chicago. 

Educational opportunities took him around 
the country, but Dr. Diggs longed to return 
home to South Carolina. Upon his return, he 
served as Pastor at Flat Rock Baptist Church 
in Clover, South Carolina, and Galilee Baptist 
Church in nearby York. In 1962, he truly found 
a home when he took the position as Pastor 
of Trinity Baptist Church where he remained 
until his retirement in December 2012. 

During his half-century at Trinity, the church 
itself grew in size and influence. The improve-
ments to the physical structure included a 
church manse, a complete renovation of the 
edifice, and the construction of a new edu-
cation building. The church also purchased 
two buildings—Trinity Annex and the Old Sea-
board Depot—and secured land for a new 
parking lot. A new addition which houses a 
pre-school; additional Sunday school class-
rooms; meeting rooms; and a fully-equipped 
kitchen was also built. And in 2010, the church 
purchased commercial property on North 
Dargan Street that includes barber shops, 
beauty salons and a restaurant. 

The church’s community influence also grew 
with its size. Dr. Diggs made education a pri-
ority and led Trinity Baptist Church to con-
tribute nearly $35,000 annually to higher edu-
cation facilities. He also instituted a pre-school 
which is licensed by the State of South Caro-
lina and has been recognized for its excel-
lence. The church also organized a federally 
operated credit union, which has assets of al-
most three million dollars. 

Dr. Diggs accomplished quite a lot at Trinity 
Baptist Church, but his contributions did not 
stop at the church’s door. He served as an 
Assistant Professor of Sociology at Friendship, 
Benedict and Morris Colleges for a total of 24 
years, and is a former Adjunct Professor at 
Francis Marion University. He is a sought after 
speaker having addressed students at More-
house College, Morehouse School of Religion, 
Interdenominational Theological Center, 
Bishop College, the University of South Caro-
lina, Winthrop University and Coker College, 
and many sermons at churches throughout the 
country. 

He has also contributed his time and talents 
to other faith-based organizations; serving as 
Past President and Past Dean of the Con-
gress of Christian Education, Progressive Na-
tional Baptist Convention, Inc., and Past Dean 
of the South Region. He is also a Past Moder-
ator of the Pee Dee Baptist Association, and 
the Past Dean of the Pee Dee Baptist Work-
shop. 

He has served as a member of the Boards 
of Trustees at Friendship College, Benedict 
College, and Morris Colleges, a member of 
the Boards of Directors at Morehouse School 
of Religion, the Interdenominational Theo-
logical Center, and as a board member of 
Nannie Helen Burroughs School, the Greater 
Florence Habitat for Humanity, and the May-
or’s Human Relations Committee. 

Dr. Diggs is a Life Member of the NAACP, 
and Past President of the Florence Branch. 

He helped to organize the first ‘‘sit-in’’ dem-
onstrations in South Carolina, which occurred 
on February 12, 1960 in Rock Hill. 

Dr. Diggs is the recipient of numerous 
awards including the Order of the Palmetto in 
1996, the highest civilian award given by the 
Governor of South Carolina. He was inducted 
into the South Carolina Black Hall of Fame in 
1998 by 100 Black Men of South Carolina, 
Inc. and the United Black Fund. The Greater 
Florence Chamber of Commerce awarded him 
the Building Bridges Humanitarian Award in 
2000. He is also the recipient of the Pee Dee 
Area Council Boy Scouts of America Whitney 
Young Award and the AARP Andrus Award for 
Community Service for the State of South 
Carolina among many other honors. 

Dr. Diggs is married to the former Clotilda 
Daniels, and the couple has two children— 
Mary Lynne and William, Jr. (Lennette). They 
have one grandson, William IV. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my colleagues 
to join me in commending Dr. William P. Diggs 
for his more than 50 years of service in the 
ministry. His ministry is a living example of 
Peter’s admonition, ‘‘As each one has re-
ceived a special gift, employs it in serving one 
another, as good stewards of the manifold 
grace of God.’’ I am proud to call Dr. Diggs a 
dear friend, and I wish him well in retirement. 
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Mr. MULVANEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the life and mark the passing of Ser-
geant First Class L.C. Rice, one of my con-
stituents, a highly decorated veteran, and a 
true servant of our nation. 

SFC Rice was born in Greer, SC, in 1923, 
the son of the late Bunyon Clinton Rice and 
the late Tenie Jane Beaver Rice. L.C. Rice 
grew up during the Depression, so after com-
pleting the lower grades, he went to work. In 
January 1941, SFC Rice joined the Navy at 
the age of 17. 

He was a machinist mate stationed on the 
USS Pennsylvania at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, on 
the morning of December 7, 1941. His ship 
was in dry dock when it was attacked, and all 
weapons and ammunition had been removed. 
SFC Rice spent that day ‘‘which shall live in 
infamy’’ rescuing the wounded and collecting 
the dead. 

Next, SFC Rice was sent on a secret mis-
sion to deliver the cruiser USS Milwaukee to 
the Russians. His family could not be told 
where he was, and he was gone for so long 
they believed him missing in action. Later, he 
was stationed on a ship off the coast of Nor-
mandy, which was torpedoed and sank be-
neath him. Although he was hit by shrapnel, 
he swam through the debris and made it to 
shore, rescuing others along the way. Once 
on land, L.C. was given a rifle and helped fight 
against the Nazis. During World War II, he 
served both in naval and ground combat in 
both the Pacific and the European theatres. 
SFC Rice also participated in the Pacific Is-
land campaigns and was part of the atomic 
bomb tests at the Bikini Atoll in 1946. For his 
service to our nation, SFC Rice was awarded 
the Purple Heart. 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 05:35 Feb 26, 2013 Jkt 029060 PO 00000 Frm 00011 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\K25FE8.009 E25FEPT1sm
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

D
S

K
6T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 R
E

M
A

R
K

S


		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-07-26T10:09:17-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




