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prestigious Criminal Appeals Unit in 
the Southern District of New York. 
She is one of those highly intelligent, 
analytical individuals who was prob-
ably born to be a lawyer, and once a 
lawyer, was almost destined to be a 
judge. 

She has served as a prosecutor for 12 
years. Her colleagues report to a per-
son that her advice on legal arguments 
and matters of judgment is the most 
sought after in the whole office. This is 
the Southern District of New York. It 
is an amazing office. 

She also came to her dedication to 
public service through a hard-working 
family. This is evident through her sib-
lings as well, a school teacher’s aide 
and a submarine commander. 

I ask that my colleagues vote for 
both of them shortly. 

HALLIGAN NOMINATION 
I also wish to say a few words this 

evening about the President’s longest 
standing nominee to any office, Caitlin 
Joan Halligan. The DC Circuit is cur-
rently one-third vacant; 4 of the 11 
slots are without active judges. What 
some people call the second most im-
portant court in the country is firing 
only on two-thirds of its cylinders. 
Halligan is one of the President’s nomi-
nees for two of these four slots. Her 
nomination has been pending for 23 
months. 

Since her name has been sent to the 
Senate, she has not had an up-or-down 
vote. She has never had an up-or-down 
vote despite the fact that her academic 
and professional credentials are superb: 
Princeton University, GW Law School, 
prestigious clerkships on the DC Cir-
cuit, including Patricia Wald, the first 
female member of the court, and then 
to Justice Steven Breyer. 

She has never had an up-or-down 
vote despite the fact that she has spent 
most of her career in public service as 
a prosecutor, first with the Office of 
the New York Attorney General, now 
as assistant district attorney who 
serves as the general counsel for the 
Manhattan DA’s office. 

She has never had an up-or-down 
vote despite the fact that she would be 
only the sixth woman to serve on the 
court since its inception in 1801. Two 
years ago, when her nomination was 
filibustered, many of my colleagues 
cited the DC Circuit’s relatively low 
caseload for the reason the Senate did 
not need to confirm another judge. But 
now, 2 years later, there are only seven 
judges hearing cases on the court. The 
caseload for judges has risen 21 percent 
since President Bush made his last 
nomination to the court in 2006. 

My colleagues know how difficult and 
time-consuming these cases are. I have 
great respect for my friend and col-
league and the person I exercise with in 
the gym every morning, JEFF SES-
SIONS. But to say this is an extraor-
dinary circumstance based on the 
smidgen of evidence he has men-
tioned—please, please, please. 

Let’s hope there is not a concerted 
effort by the other side to keep this im-

portant DC circuit empty—unfilled. It 
is unfair and it is not right to this fine 
women and to the need to proceed with 
justice in these United States of Amer-
ica. 

I yield the floor and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

THE PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the nomination of Pamela 
Ki Mai Chen, of New York, to be United 
States District Judge for the Eastern 
District of New York? 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the motions to re-
consider are considered made and laid 
upon the table, and the President shall 
be immediately notified of the Senate’s 
action. 

VOTE ON NOMINATION OF KATHERINE POLK 
FAILLA 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the nomination of Kath-
erine Polk Failla, of New York, to be 
United States District Judge for the 
Southern District of New York? 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I 
ask for the yeas and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The assistant legislative clerk called 

the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from Alaska (Mr. BEGICH), the 
Senator from Ohio (Mr. BROWN), the 
Senator from New Jersey (Mr. LAUTEN-
BERG), the Senator from West Virginia 
(Mr. ROCKEFELLER), and the Senator 
from Colorado (Mr. UDALL) are nec-
essarily absent. 

Mr. CORNYN. The following Senators 
are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Indiana (Mr. COATS), the Senator 
from Alaska (Ms. MURKOWSKI), the Sen-
ator from Kentucky (Mr. PAUL), and 
the Senator from Louisiana (Mr. VIT-
TER). 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there 
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote? 

The result was announced—yeas 91, 
nays 0, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 28 Ex.] 

YEAS—91 

Alexander 
Ayotte 
Baldwin 
Barrasso 
Baucus 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Boxer 
Burr 

Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Chambliss 
Coburn 
Cochran 
Collins 
Coons 
Corker 
Cornyn 

Cowan 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Donnelly 
Durbin 
Enzi 
Feinstein 
Fischer 
Flake 
Franken 
Gillibrand 

Graham 
Grassley 
Hagan 
Harkin 
Hatch 
Heinrich 
Heitkamp 
Heller 
Hirono 
Hoeven 
Inhofe 
Isakson 
Johanns 
Johnson (SD) 
Johnson (WI) 
Kaine 
King 
Kirk 
Klobuchar 
Landrieu 

Leahy 
Lee 
Levin 
Manchin 
McCain 
McCaskill 
McConnell 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Mikulski 
Moran 
Murphy 
Murray 
Nelson 
Portman 
Pryor 
Reed 
Reid 
Risch 
Roberts 

Rubio 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Scott 
Sessions 
Shaheen 
Shelby 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Thune 
Toomey 
Udall (NM) 
Warner 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Wyden 

NOT VOTING—9 

Begich 
Brown 
Coats 

Lautenberg 
Murkowski 
Paul 

Rockefeller 
Udall (CO) 
Vitter 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid 
upon the table, and the President will 
be immediately notified of the Senate’s 
action. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume legislative session. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to a period of morning busi-
ness, with Senators permitted to speak 
for up to 10 minutes each. And I ask 
unanimous consent that I speak for up 
to 20 minutes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

THE SEQUESTER 

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, one of 
the virtues of traveling back home is 
to hear what the people are saying 
about us. And it isn’t good. The people 
are on anxiety overload. The purpose of 
my remarks is not to increase anyone’s 
anxiety but just to tell it the way it is. 

How did we get to a place where we 
are having mindless, across-the-board 
cuts in spending with absolutely no 
thought? It came about because the 
Republicans refused to increase the 
debt ceiling. We were about to default 
on our obligations, after raising the 
debt ceiling many times—18 times 
under Ronald Reagan. And Ronald 
Reagan warned us in those times never 
to play games with the debt ceiling. 
Well, the Republicans did. They played 
games with the debt ceiling, and they 
did it because, if you follow what the 
Republican leader said, his highest pri-
ority was defeating President Obama. I 
am sure they thought that kind of 
chaos would lead the way. It didn’t 
happen, clearly. Our President was re-
elected, and he was reelected with the 
big vote. 

We got into this situation with the 
sequester because there were games 
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