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“(IIT) small business concerns owned and
controlled by veterans; and

‘‘(viii) whether the covered loan was made
under section 7(a) or under the program to
provide financing to small business concerns
through guarantees of loans under title V of
the Small Business Investment Act of 1958
(15 U.S.C. 695 et seq.).

‘“(B) INCORPORATION OF DATA.—The Admin-
istrator shall—

‘(i) include in the database made available
under paragraph (2) information relating to
covered loans made during fiscal years 2009,
2010, 2011, 2012, and 2013; and

‘‘(ii) incorporate information relating to
covered loans on an ongoing basis.

‘“(C) PERIOD OF DATA AVAILABILITY.—The
Administrator shall retain information re-
lating to a covered loan in the database
made available under paragraph (2) until not
earlier than the end of the third fiscal year
beginning after the fiscal year during which
the covered loan was made.’’.

————

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 75—CON-
DEMNING THE GOVERNMENT OF
IRAN FOR ITS STATE-SPON-
SORED PERSECUTION OF ITS
BAHA’'I MINORITY AND ITS CON-
TINUED VIOLATION OF THE
INTERNATIONAL COVENANTS ON
HUMAN RIGHTS

Mr. KIRK (for himself and Mr. DUR-
BIN) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations:

S. RES. 75

Whereas, in 1982, 1984, 1988, 1990, 1992, 1994,
1996, 2000, 2006, 2008, 2009, 2012, and 2013, Con-
gress declared that it deplored the religious
persecution by the Government of Iran of the
Baha’i community and would hold the Gov-
ernment of Iran responsible for upholding
the rights of all Iranian nationals, including
members of the Baha’i Faith;

Whereas the United States Commission on
International Religious Freedom 2012 Report
stated, ‘“The Baha’i community has long
been subject to particularly severe religious
freedom violations in Iran. Baha’is, who
number at least 300,000, are viewed as
‘heretics’ by Iranian authorities and may
face repression on the grounds of apostasy.’’;

Whereas the United States Commission on
International Religious Freedom 2012 Report
stated, ‘‘Since 1979, Iranian government au-
thorities have killed more than 200 Baha’'i
leaders in Iran and dismissed more than
10,000 from government and university
jobs.””;

Whereas the United States Commission on
International Religious Freedom 2012 Report
stated, ‘‘Baha’is may not establish places of
worship, schools, or any independent reli-
gious associations in Iran.”’;

Whereas the United States Commission on
International Religious Freedom 2012 Report
stated, ‘“‘Baha’is are barred from the military
and denied government jobs and pensions as
well as the right to inherit property. Their
marriages and divorces also are not recog-
nized, and they have difficulty obtaining
death certificates. Baha’i cemeteries, holy
places, and community properties are often
seized or desecrated, and many important re-
ligious sites have been destroyed.’’;

Whereas the United States Commission on
International Religious Freedom 2012 Report
stated, ‘““The Baha’i community faces severe
economic pressure, including denials of jobs
in both the public and private sectors and of
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business licenses. Iranian authorities often
pressure employers of Baha’is to dismiss
them from employment in the private sec-
tor.”’;

Whereas the Department of State 2011
International Religious Freedom Report
stated, ‘“The government prohibits Baha’is
from teaching and practicing their faith and
subjects them to many forms of discrimina-
tion that followers of other religions do not
face.”’;

Whereas the Department of State 2011
International Religious Freedom Report
stated, ‘‘According to [Iranian] law, Baha’i
blood is considered ‘mobah’, meaning it can
be spilled with impunity.’’;

Whereas the Department of State 2011
International Religious Freedom Report
stated that ‘“‘members of religious minori-
ties, with the exception of Baha’is, can serve
in lower ranks of government employment’’,
and ‘‘Baha’is are barred from all leadership
positions in the government and military’’;

Whereas the Department of State 2011
International Religious Freedom Report
stated, ‘‘Baha’is suffered frequent govern-
ment harassment and persecution, and their
property rights generally were disregarded.
The government raided Baha’i homes and
businesses and confiscated large amounts of
private and commercial property, as well as
religious materials belonging to Baha’is.”’;

Whereas the Department of State 2011
International Religious Freedom Report
stated, ‘‘Baha’is also are required to register
with the police.”’;

Whereas the Department of State 2011
International Religious Freedom Report
stated that “‘[pJublic and private universities
continued to deny admittance to and ex-
pelled Baha’i students” and ‘‘[d]uring the
year, at least 30 Baha’is were barred or ex-
pelled from universities on political or reli-
gious grounds’’;

Whereas the Department of State 2011
International Religious Freedom Report
stated, ‘‘Baha’is are regularly denied com-
pensation for injury or criminal victimiza-
tion.”’;

Whereas, on March 6, 2012, the United Na-
tions Special Rapporteur on the situation of
human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran
issued a report (A/HRC/19/66), which stated
that ‘‘the Special Rapporteur continues to be
alarmed by communications that dem-
onstrate the systemic and systematic perse-
cution of members of unrecognized religious
communities, particularly the Baha’i com-
munity, in violation of international conven-
tions’ and expressed concern regarding ‘‘an
intensive defamation campaign meant to in-
cite discrimination and hate against Ba-
ha’is’’;

Whereas, on May 23, 2012, the United Na-
tions Secretary-General issued a report (A/
HRC/19/82), which stated that ‘‘the Special
Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief .
. . pointed out that the Islamic Republic of
Iran had a policy of systematic persecution
of persons belonging to the Baha’i faith, ex-
cluding them from the application of free-
dom of religion or belief by simply denying
that their faith had the status of a religion’’;

Whereas, on August 22, 2012, the United Na-
tions Secretary-General issued a report (A/67/
327), which stated, ‘“The international com-
munity continues to express concerns about
the very serious discrimination against eth-
nic and religious minorities in law and in
practice, in particular the Baha’i commu-
nity. The Special Rapporteur on the situa-
tion of human rights in the Islamic Republic
of Iran expressed alarm about the systemic
and systematic persecution of members of
the Baha’i community, including severe so-
cioeconomic pressure and arrests and deten-
tion. He also deplored the Government’s tol-
erance of an intensive defamation campaign
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aimed at inciting discrimination and hate
against Baha’is.”;

Whereas, on September 13, 2012, the United
Nations Special Rapporteur on the situation
of human rights in the Islamic Republic of
Iran issued a report (A/67/369), which stated,
“Reports and interviews submitted to the
Special Rapporteur also continue to portray
a disturbing trend with regard to religious
freedom in the country. Members of both
recognized and unrecognized religions have
reported various levels of intimidation, ar-
rest, detention and interrogation that focus
on their religious beliefs.”’, and stated, ‘At
the time of drafting the report, 106 members
of the Baha’i community were reported to be
in detention.”’;

Whereas, on November 27, 2012, the Third
Committee of the United Nations General
Assembly adopted a draft resolution (A/C.3/
67/1..51), which noted, ‘‘[I]lncreased persecu-
tion and human rights violations against
persons belonging to unrecognized religious
minorities, particularly members of the
Baha’i faith and their defenders, including
escalating attacks, an increase in the num-
ber of arrests and detentions, the restriction
of access to higher education on the basis of
religion, the sentencing of twelve Baha’is as-
sociated with Baha’i educational institutions
to lengthy prison terms, the continued de-
nial of access to employment in the public
sector, additional restrictions on participa-
tion in the private sector, and the de facto
criminalization of membership in the Baha’i
faith.”;

Whereas, on December 20, 2012, the United
Nations General Assembly adopted a resolu-
tion (A/RES/67/182), which called upon the
government of Iran ‘“‘[t]Jo eliminate discrimi-
nation against, and exclusion of . . . members
of the Baha’i Faith, regarding access to high-
er education, and to eliminate the criminal-
ization of efforts to provide higher education
to Baha’i youth denied access to Iranian uni-
versities,”” and ‘‘to accord all Baha’is, includ-
ing those imprisoned because of their beliefs,
the due process of law and the rights that
they are constitutionally guaranteed’’;

Whereas, on February 28, 2013, the United
Nations Special Rapporteur on the situation
of human rights in the Islamic Republic of
Iran issued a report (A/HRC/22/56), which
stated, ‘110 Bahai’s are currently detained in
Iran for exercising their faith, including two
women, Mrs. Zohreh Nikayin and Mrs.
Taraneh Torabi, who are reportedly nursing
infants in prison.’’;

Whereas, in March and May of 2008, intel-
ligence officials of the Government of Iran in
Mashhad and Tehran arrested and impris-
oned Mrs. Fariba Kamalabadi, Mr.
Jamaloddin Khanjani, Mr. Afif Naeimi, Mr.
Saeid Rezaie, Mr. Behrouz Tavakkoli, Mrs.
Mahvash Sabet, and Mr. Vahid Tizfahm, the
seven members of the ad hoc leadership
group for the Baha’i community in Iran;

Whereas, in August 2010, the Revolutionary
Court in Tehran sentenced the seven Baha’i
leaders to 20-year prison terms on charges of
“spying for Israel, insulting religious sanc-
tities, propaganda against the regime and
spreading corruption on earth’’;

Whereas the lawyer for these seven leaders,
Mrs. Shirin Ebadi, the Nobel Laureate, was
denied meaningful or timely access to the
prisoners and their files, and her successors
as defense counsel were provided extremely
limited access;

Whereas these seven Baha’i leaders were
targeted solely on the basis of their religion;

Whereas, beginning in May 2011, Govern-
ment of Iran officials in four cities con-
ducted sweeping raids on the homes of doz-
ens of individuals associated with the Baha’i
Institute for Higher Education (BIHE) and
arrested and detained several educators asso-
ciated with BIHE;



S1714

Whereas, in October 2011, the Revolu-
tionary Court in Tehran sentenced seven of
these BIHE instructors and administrators,
Mr. Vahid Mahmoudi, Mr. Kamran
Mortezaie, Mr. Mahmoud Badavam, Ms.
Nooshin Khadem, Mr. Farhad Sedghi, Mr.
Riaz Sobhani, and Mr. Ramin Zibaie, to pris-
on terms for the crime of ‘“‘membership of
the deviant sect of Baha’ism, with the goal
of taking action against the security of the
country, in order to further the aims of the
deviant sect and those of organizations out-
side the country’’;

Whereas six of these educators remain im-
prisoned, with Mr. Mortezaie serving a 5-year
prison term and Mr. Badavam, Ms. Khadem,
Mr. Sedghi, Mr. Sobhani, and Mr. Zibaie
serving 4-year prison terms;

Whereas, since October 2011, four other
BIHE educators have been arrested and im-
prisoned, with Ms. Faran Hessami, Mr.
Kamran Rahimian, and Mr. Shahin Negari
serving 4-year prison terms, and Mr. Kayvan
Rahimian serving a 5-year prison term;

Whereas the efforts of the Government of
Iran to collect information on individual Ba-
ha’is have recently intensified as evidenced
by a letter, dated November 5, 2011, from the
Director of the Department of Education in
the county of Shahriar in the province of
Tehran, instructing the directors of schools
in his jurisdiction to ‘‘subtly and in a con-
fidential manner’” collect information on
Baha’i students;

Whereas the Baha’i community continues
to undergo intense economic and social pres-
sure, including an ongoing campaign in the
town of Semnan, where the Government of
Iran has harassed and detained Baha’is,
closed 17 Baha’i owned businesses in the last
three years, and imprisoned several members
of the community, including three mothers
along with their infants;

Whereas ordinary Iranian citizens who be-
long to the Baha’i Faith are disproportion-
ately targeted, interrogated, and detained
under the pretext of national security;

Whereas the Government of Iran is party
to the International Covenants on Human
Rights and is in violation of its obligations
under the Covenants; and

Whereas the Comprehensive Iran Sanc-
tions, Accountability, and Divestment Act of
2010 (Public Law 111-195) authorizes the
President and the Secretary of State to im-
pose sanctions on individuals ‘‘responsible
for or complicit in, or responsible for order-
ing, controlling, or otherwise directing, the
commission of serious human rights abuses
against citizens of Iran or their family mem-
bers on or after June 12, 2009’’: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) condemns the Government of Iran for
its state-sponsored persecution of its Baha’i
minority and its continued violation of the
International Covenants on Human Rights;

(2) calls on the Government of Iran to im-
mediately release the seven imprisoned lead-
ers, the ten imprisoned educators, and all
other prisoners held solely on account of
their religion;

(3) calls on the President and Secretary of
State, in cooperation with responsible na-
tions, to immediately condemn the Govern-
ment of Iran’s continued violation of human
rights and demand the immediate release of
prisoners held solely on account of their reli-
gion; and

(4) urges the President and Secretary of
State to utilize all available authorities, in-
cluding the Comprehensive Iran Sanctions,
Accountability, and Divestment Act of 2010,
to impose sanctions on officials of the Gov-
ernment of Iran and other individuals di-
rectly responsible for serious human rights
abuses, including abuses against the Baha’i
community of Iran.
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AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 27. Mr. RUBIO submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill H.R. 933, making appropriations for the
Department of Defense, the Department of
Veterans Affairs, and other departments and
agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2013, and for other purposes; which
was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 28. Mr. PAUL submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed by him to the bill
H.R. 933, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 29. Mr. INHOFE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill H.R. 933, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 30. Mr. CRUZ (for himself, Mr. LEE, Mr.
INHOFE, Mr. PAuL, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. CORNYN,
Mr. JOHNSON of Wisconsin, Mr. RISCH, Mr.
VITTER, Mr. COBURN, Mr. ScOTT, Mr. HELLER,
Mr. TOOMEY, and Mr. JOHANNS) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 26 submitted by Ms. MIKUL-
SKI (for herself and Mr. SHELBY) and intended
to be proposed to the bill H.R. 933, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 31. Mrs. FISCHER submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to the
bill H.R. 933, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

————————

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 27. Mr. RUBIO submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill H.R. 933, making appro-
priations for the Department of De-
fense, the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, and other departments and agen-
cies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2013, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

On page 571, between lines 20 and 21, insert
the following:

SEC. . (a)(1)(A) None of the amounts ap-
propriated or otherwise made available by
this Act or any prior Act making appropria-
tions for the Department of State, foreign
operations, and related programs for bilat-
eral economic assistance under the heading
‘““ECONOMIC SUPPORT FUND” may be made
available to the Government of Egypt unless
a certification under subsection (c¢)(2) is in
effect.

(B) Except as provided under paragraph (3),
none of the amounts appropriated or other-
wise made available by this Act or any prior
Act making appropriations for the Depart-
ment of State, foreign operations, and re-
lated programs for assistance for Egypt
under section 23 of the Arms Export Control
Act (22 U.S.C. 2763; relating to the Foreign
Military Financing program) may be obli-
gated or expended for contracts with the
Government of Egypt entered into on or
after the date of the enactment of this Act
unless a certification under subsection (c)(1)
is in effect.

(2) Not later than 90 days after the date on
which the Secretary of State transmits to
the appropriate congressional committees an
initial certification under paragraph (1) or
(2) of subsection (c), and every 6 months
thereafter, the Secretary shall transmit to
the appropriate congressional committees—

(A) a recertification that the requirements
contained in such paragraph are continuing
to be met; or

(B) a statement that the Secretary is un-
able to make such a recertification and that
the certification is no longer in effect.

(3) The Secretary of State may waive the
requirements of subparagraph (B) of para-
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graph (1) for one or more 180-periods if, for
each such 180-day period, the Secretary de-
termines and certifies to the appropriate
congressional committees that it is in the
national security interests of the United
States to do so and submits to the appro-
priate congressional committees a report
with detailed reasoning for the determina-
tion and certification.

(b) During a period in which a certification
described in subsection (¢)(2) is not in effect,
amounts that may not be made available for
Economic Support Fund assistance to the
Government of Egypt pursuant to the limita-
tion under subsection (a) shall be reallocated
for democracy and governance programs for
Egypt, including direct support for secular,
democratic nongovernmental organizations,
as well as programming and support for rule
of law and human rights, good governance,
political competition and consensus-build-
ing, and civil society.

(c)(1) A certification described in this para-
graph is a certification submitted by the
Secretary of State to the appropriate con-
gressional committees that the following
conditions have been met:

(A) The Government of Egypt has adopted
and implemented legal reforms to protect
the political, economic, and religious free-
doms and human rights of all citizens and
residents of Egypt.

(B) The Government of Egypt is not acting
to restrict the political, economic, or reli-
gious freedoms and human rights of the citi-
zens and residents of Egypt.

(C) The Government of Egypt is continuing
to demonstrate a commitment to free and
fair elections and is not taking any steps to
interfere with or undermine the credibility
of such elections.

(D) Egypt is implementing the Egypt-
Israel Peace Treaty.

(E) The Government of Egypt is taking all
necessary action to eliminate smuggling net-
works and to detect and destroy tunnels be-
tween Egypt and the Gaza Strip.

(F) The Government of Egypt is taking all
necessary action to combat terrorism in the
Sinai, and the Department of Defense has al-
located a portion of Egypt’s Foreign Military
Financing (FMF) assistance, not less than
$100,000,000, toward counterterrorism tools,
including equipment and training related to
border security, to address this problem.

(G) The Department of Defense has con-
sulted with the Government of Egypt and
produced an analysis of Egypt’s current se-
curity needs, and the analysis has been
shared with the relevant congressional com-
mittees.

(H) The Government of Egypt has lifted re-
strictions in law and practice on the work
and funding of Egyptian and international
nongovernmental organizations, comprising
those in the human rights and democracy
field, including the International Republican
Institute, the National Democratic Institute,
and Freedom House.

(2) A certification described in this para-
graph is a certification submitted by the
Secretary of State to the appropriate con-
gressional committees that—

(A) the conditions set forth in paragraph
(1) have been met; and

(B) the Government of Egypt has signed
and submitted to the International Mone-
tary Fund a Letter of Intent and Memo-
randum of Economic and Financial Policies
designed to achieve such actions as reducing
and streamlining energy subsidies, improv-
ing the government financial management,
and increasing taxation revenues through a
broadened tax base and reducing tax exemp-
tions and has begun to implement such
measures.

(d) Any interest earned from amounts in
an interest bearing account for Egypt re-
lated to funds made available under section
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