March 18, 2013

now he has Kkept the Iditarod cham-
pionship in the family for another
year.

Mitch Seavey may have claimed the
Iditarod title in Nome, but getting to
that point takes preparation and train-
ing that begins months if not years in
advance. I would like to congratulate
Mitch for all of his hard work and for
claiming his second Iditarod title.

I would also like to thank the
Iditarod trail team, the many volun-
teers who came from around the coun-
try, the veterinarians, the Iditarod Air
Force, and everyone else who has
worked to ensure the safety and main-
tenance of the Iditarod trail and the
safety of the dedicated athletes and ca-
nines that welcome the challenge.
Their efforts are often underrated, but
their commitment is resolute. My
prayers go out to the families of Caro-
lyn and Rosemarie Sorvoja, and pilot
Ted Smith, who lost their lives in a
tragic plane crash as they made their
way to the eighth check point of
Takotna. They had traveled hundreds
of miles from the Anchorage area, in
hopes of volunteering on the trail.
Every volunteer knows the risks asso-
ciated with their efforts to ensure the
safety of others and the success of the
Iditarod, but I am surprised each year
at how many line up to serve in the
face of rugged and extreme Alaskan
conditions. This is now a time to re-
member and honor their efforts, and
congratulate Mitch Seavey.

am proud to congratulate the
Seavey team on this amazing accom-
plishment and historic milestone. I
send my best wishes to Mitch and the
whole Seavey family as they celebrate
this well-deserved victory in Alaska’s
great race.

——

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

ASCENT OF DENALI CENTENNIAL

e Mr. BEGICH. Mr. President, today I
would like to recognize the centennial
anniversary of the first successful as-
cent of the south peak of Mount
McKinley. In Alaska, the mountain is
popularly known as Denali, which
means the ‘“‘Great One’” in Dena’ina
language. At 20,320 feet, the south peak
is the tallest of its two peaks, and
makes Mount McKinley North Amer-
ica’s tallest mountain.

Although other climbers attempted
the climb or claimed to have summited
McKinley before 1913, Walter Harper,
Hudson Stuck, Robert Tatum, and
Harry Karstens were the first to com-
plete their journey to the top. Among
the party, it was Harper, an
Athabascan, who was the first to stand
on the south summit after a month-
long expedition that started with a
mush from Fairbanks by a dog team.

The unsung hero of this accomplish-
ment was another Alaska Native, 16-
year-old John Fredson, who travelled
with the group and cared for the sled
dogs at base camp while waiting for the
climbing team to return. This story of
triumph and courage underscores the
importance of Alaska Natives in the
great age of American exploration.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

To commemorate the centennial, the
Denali 2013 Centennial Climb has been
organized. The official party’s ascent
will commence June 7, 2013, and in-
cludes ancestors of the original team:
Dana Wright of Fairbanks, the great-
grandnephew of Harper; Dan Hopkins,
from Ottawa, Ontario, who is the
great-great-nephew of Stuck; Ken
Karstens, from Colorado; and Ray
Schuenemann, from Dallas, Texas,
both of whom are great-grandsons of
Karstens.

Stuck was a missionary for the Epis-
copal Church and Archdeacon of the
Yukon back in 1913. Stuck had hoped
to celebrate communion atop the peak.
As part of the recreation of the historic
ascent, Mark Lattime, the Episcopal
Bishop of Alaska and Reverend at St.
Matthew’s Episcopal Church in Fair-
banks, will join the climbing party and
celebrate communion at the peak.

The spirit of adventure is something
that we embrace as Alaskans and
Americans. Let us take this moment to
acknowledge this significant achieve-
ment of our predecessors and wish the
2013 party a safe and successful climb.e

——————

TRIBUTE TO COLONEL MARK E.
WEATHERINGTON

e Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota. Mr.
President, today I wish to recognize
and congratulate the service of Col.
Mark E. Weatherington, who will be
ending his command at Ellsworth Air
Force Base in early April.

An Air Force Academy graduate,
Colonel Weatherington has served in
many leadership and flying positions
over his impressive 23-year career. He
is a B-1 pilot with 2,400 flight hours.
Among his many assignments, Colonel
Weatherington has served as com-
mander of the 28th Bomb Wing at both
Ellsworth AFB and Dyess AFB; served
as chief of staff of the Air Force Fel-
low; was a National Defense Fellow
with the Brookings Institution; and
previously served at Ellsworth AFB as
chief of weapons and tactics and then
assistant operations officer of the T77th
Bomb Squadron and wing weapons offi-
cer of the 28th Operations Support
Squadron.

Colonel Weatherington has served as
commander of the 28th Bomb Wing,
Ellsworth Air Force Base, the largest
B-1 combat wing in the U.S. Air Force,
since May 2011. He has distinguished
himself during his 2-year stint at the
South Dakota installation. He has pro-
vided expert guidance during the proc-
ess to bring the first MQ-9 Reaper
squadron, the 432nd Attack Squadron,
to Ellsworth Air Force Base, while
maintaining the great legacy of the B-
1 aircraft and the personnel of the 28th
Bomb Wing. Last year, Colonel
Weatherington presided over Ellsworth
Air Force Base’s 7T0th Anniversary fes-
tivities.

Colonel Weatherington’s current
stint at Ellsworth Air Force Base has
lasted just shy of 2 years, but he has
provided a lasting impact, overseeing
4,300 military and civilian personnel in
the day-to-day operations of the base,
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as well as the ongoing rotation of air-
men to overseas action in support of
Operation Enduring Freedom. He has
maintained a strong relationship be-
tween the Base and Black Hills com-
munities, namely Rapid City and Box
Elder. For decades there has been a
very warm and cordial relationship be-
tween Black Hills residents, businesses,
and charitable organizations and the
personnel and leadership command of
Ellsworth Air Force Base. Colonel
Weatherington has been committed to
maintaining this bond. The relation-
ship between the civilian and military
communities remains very strong, and
this relationship continues to make
the Black Hills a great retirement op-
tion for military retirees who once
served at Ellsworth Air Force Base.

Colonel Weatherington will now
move to the Pentagon where he will
serve as Military Assistant to the Dep-
uty Secretary of Defense, Dr. Ashton
Carter. This role will bring new chal-
lenges and responsibilities, but I know
the leadership, professionalism, and
stewardship Colonel Weatherington
showed during his time at Ellsworth
Air Force Base will serve him well at
the Pentagon and throughout his ca-
reer. I commend Colonel Weathering-
ton for his service to Ellsworth Air
Force Base and his continued service to
the U.S. Air Force. I wish him, Steph-
anie, and their family all the best in
future endeavors.e

————

WEST VIRGINIA HOUSE
CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 74

e Mr. MANCHIN. Mr. President, I rise
today to bring attention to an effort
spearheaded by a native West Vir-
ginian, Mr. William J. Friedman. I ask
to have printed in the RECORD a copy of
the West Virginia-House Concurrent
Resolution No. 74, which was passed by
the West Virginia State Legislature on
March 12, 2012, detailing his efforts.

Mr. Friedman is a proud West Vir-
ginian. He is the longest tenured mem-
ber of the National Democratic Club,
and founder of both the 116 Club and
the prestigious Georgetown Club.

According to his colleagues, Mr.
Friedman is also a veteran who served
this country in the Korean War and
lived in Africa for almost 15 years. Mr.
Friedman was present during a number
of movements within the region; in-
cluding the civil war in Mozambique
and the dismantling of South African
apartheid.

I am informed that Mr. Friedman
served his country abroad by investing
millions in the country of Mozambique
with hopes of spreading American style
capitalism and creating hundreds of
jobs.

Further, I am told that Mr. Friedman
was inspired by Mozambique President
Joaquim Chissano, which led to his re-
location to Mozambique. At the time,
Mozambique was in midst of a bloody
civil war. Even so, Mr. Friedman as-
sisted the newly appointed Presi-
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