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only be achieved and advanced through
direct negotiations without pre-
conditions.

Finally, we said that the President
must maintain foreign aid to Israel, as
well as funding for Iron Dome and
other Israeli-made antimissile defense
systems.

In a nutshell, we’ve urged the Presi-
dent to use this as a time to highlight
our relationship with the Nation of
Israel because it makes all the sense in
the world, and it’s a foundation upon
which prosperity can happen.

———

SEQUESTRATION

(Mr. MAFFEI asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MAFFEI. Mr. Speaker, I stood
here a few days before the sequester
deadline and urged this House to take
action. The sequester is a set of ran-
dom, arbitrary, temporary cuts that
put thousands of jobs in jeopardy and
harm our national security readiness
and our economy. Some have yet to see
the immediate effects. But this prob-
lem is like a pipeline being shut off 10
miles down the road. We may not no-
tice it right away, but soon it’ll start
to turn into a trickle.

In central New York, we are seeing
the effects at our airports, our schools,
our hospitals, and throughout our com-
munity:

280 employees are slated to be fur-
loughed at the 174th Attack Wing at
Hancock Field, a unit currently in op-
erations in Afghanistan;

The air traffic control tower at Han-
cock Airport may close for overnight
flights;

The Syracuse City Schools could lose
more than a million dollars in aid.
They have already lost nearly a thou-
sand positions in the last 3 years.

Mr. Speaker, we cannot continue to
slam our schools and expect to have an
educated workforce for the 21st cen-
tury. We need to address our debt and
balance the budget. But we can’t do it
on the backs of our middle class and
seniors, and we shouldn’t do it at the
expense of thousands of hardworking
men and women: our teachers, public
health workers, law enforcement offi-
cers, prison guards, FDA inspectors,
Social Security workers, and civilian
Defense Department workers. They’re
just trying to make a living and keep
their jobs.

Just as my constituents have asked
me to do, I'm going to keep urging this
House to take action. We need to work
together to protect our middle class,
protect jobs, and get our economy mov-
ing again. We cannot continue this pol-
icy of random cuts time and again, put-
ting our economy at risk. We have to
stop punishing our constituents be-
cause Washington doesn’t work.
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HASTINGS of Washington). Members are
reminded to heed the gavel at the expi-
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ration of the time for which they are
recognized.
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GET THE FACTS BEFORE BLAMING
RENEWABLE FUEL SECTOR

(Mr. SHIMKUS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, there
has been a lot of media coverage on
RINs. A RIN is a renewable identifica-
tion number which is given to refiners
upon the purchase of renewable fuels.
It is then used by refiners every Feb-
ruary to establish that they have met
their previous year’s obligation under
the Renewable Fuels Standard.

These recent stories raise a question
as to why RINs are being blamed in the
increase in gasoline prices. RINs are
given away for free by ethanol and
other renewable fuel producers to the
refiners and only have value in the sub-
mission of the reports in February. We
are currently in the month of March
and soon to be in April. There are ques-
tions that need to be asked on why
such swift dramatic price shifts are
being reported in the market? Are
speculators at work?

There is an excess of over 2 billion
RINs. Why is that not proving and pro-
viding stability? I encourage the media
to ask these types of questions, but to
simply jump on and blame the renew-
able fuel sector is incorrect.

—————

RECOGNIZING DR. HOPE
MICHELSEN AND ALICE DENG
FOR INDUCTION INTO WOMEN’S
HALL OF FAME

(Mr. SWALWELL of California asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. SWALWELL of California. Mr.
Speaker, I rise to honor and recognize
Dr. Hope Michelsen of Livermore and
Alice Deng of Pleasanton for their re-
cent induction into the Alameda Coun-
ty Women’s Hall of Fame.

The Hall of Fame recognizes out-
standing women in our area and their
contributions to our community and
Nation. Dr. Michelsen is being honored
in the category of science, and she is a
leader and trailblazer at Sandia Na-
tional Laboratory in my district. She
is a combustion and atmospheric chem-
ist at Sandia National Lab and a lead
researcher on several projects related
to energy and climate change.

Alice is being inducted to the Hall of
Fame in the youth category. A student
at Amador Valley High School in
Pleasanton, Alice demonstrates leader-
ship well beyond her years. She is the
cofounder of an organization that helps
young people overcome their fear of
public speaking and an active volun-
teer with the Tri-Valley Eden Town-
ship Youth Community Court.

It’s fitting that these extraordinary
women are being honored in March,
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which is Women’s History Month. I'm
very proud to have both Alice and Dr.
Michelsen in my district. Their hard
work continues to move our district
forward.

——————

CONGRATULATING SOUTHWEST
AIRLINES AND DALLAS LOVE
FIELD AIRPORT

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to congratulate
Southwest Airlines and Dallas Love
Field Airport as they celebrate the un-
veiling of the new terminal and long-
overdue repeal of the Wright Amend-
ment. This long-awaited milestone
goes to show that freedom and free en-
terprise go hand in hand.

You know, when we first introduced
legislation to repeal the Wright
Amendment back in 2005, people said it
couldn’t be done. When government
gets out of the way and allows free en-
terprise to unleash its full potential,
businesses expand, create jobs—and in
this case soon will offer the people of
Dallas and visitors a world-class air-
port. Passengers pay lower fares and
fly nonstop to more destinations across
the country. Clearly, when you’ve got
freedom on your side, you’re bound to
win.

Thank you for your commitment to
our community, and congratulations
Southwest Airlines and Dallas Love
Field.

God bless you, and God bless Amer-
ica.

———

RYAN BUDGET

(Mr. DEFAZIO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DEFAZIO. Yesterday, I discussed
the American Society of Civil Engi-
neers’ scorecard. Our infrastructure is
failing—it got a D-plus—costing us lost
productivity and wasted fuel. Now, we
need to deal with that problem, but
there is an even bigger problem loom-
ing, which is the already inadequate
levels of investment in our infrastruc-
ture are about to end.

The Ryan budget takes us from a $40
billion investment in our crumbling
roads, bridges, and highways to $100
million—$40 billion, $100 million. Tran-
sit: $10 billion to zero. That’s right.
The Ryan budget cuts our invest-
ment—that’s already inadequate—in
infrastructure from $50 billion a year
to $100 million. That’s about 1 million
jobs lost in addition to the accelerated
deterioration of the system.

That can’t be a serious proposal. This
isn’t a serious budget. It’s balanced on
phony premises. Anybody believe we’re
going to go to zero spending and aban-
don Federal investment in our roads,
bridges, highways, and transit sys-
tems? And if they believe that, that’s
even crazier than the numbers in this
budget.
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