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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. HULTGREN).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
March 20, 2013.

I hereby appoint the Honorable RANDY
HULTGREN to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 3, 2013, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with each party
limited to 1 hour and each Member
other than the majority and minority
leaders and the minority whip limited
to 5 minutes each, but in no event shall
debate continue beyond 11:50 a.m.

———————

REFORM OUR HEALTH CARE
SYSTEM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. QUIGLEY) for 5 minutes.

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to call for continued reforms to
our health care system. The Affordable
Care Act was a huge step in the right
direction, but we can do more because
the path we are on is unsustainable.

The U.S. spends approximately 18
percent of its GDP on health—close to
twice as much as other developed Na-
tions—and yet we don’t have better
health care outcomes. Health care

costs are rising faster than inflation
and wages, meaning they are eating a
larger portion of Americans’ paychecks
and the government’s budget.

If we continue on our current path,
the Medicare trust fund will be insol-
vent by 2024. And Medicare and Med-
icaid will grow from 24 percent of the
Federal budget to almost 30 percent,
crowding out other needed invest-
ments.

We have to reduce health care costs
in both the private sector and the pub-
lic sector in order to ensure America
remains competitive in the global mar-
ket. But there is a right way to reform
our health care system and there is a
wrong way. With all due respect, Mr.
RYAN’s plan is the wrong way.

Mr. RYAN’s plan for Medicare and
Medicaid misses the point. His solution
simply shifts the costs from the gov-
ernment to patients, rather than re-
ducing health care costs. Under the
Ryan budget, seniors would pay as
much as $1,200 more each year by 2030,
and $6,000 more by 2050. For over half of
Medicare beneficiaries with incomes
less than $21,000, a $1,200 increase is a
huge piece of their budget.

He also proposes block-granting Med-
icaid, which would cut Medicaid fund-
ing by approximately $700 billion over
the next decade and result in 14 to 19
million people being kicked off Med-
icaid, many of them children and sen-
iors.

These steps might make the budget
look better, but they do nothing to ac-
tually reduce the cost of health care,
and they hurt patients. We can reduce
health care costs without harming
beneficiaries.

Here are five steps we should take to
reduce health care costs the right way:

First, and most importantly, we have
to change the way we pay providers.
Right now, we pay for each individual
test and surgery. We pay for quantity
rather than quality of care. Providers
across the country are adopting pay-

ment for quality models, but they need
Medicare, the largest payer, to get on
board and pay for quality as well.

The Centers for Medicare and Med-
icaid, or CMS, just completed a pilot
where it bundled payments for 37 pro-
cedures and reduced spending by 10 per-
cent. This needs to be replicated across
the board, and CMS needs to move the
majority of its patients to physicians
off fee-for-service over the next 10
years.

Second, CMS needs to restructure
and expand competitive bidding. It just
completed a competitive bidding pilot
for durable medical equipment and was
able to reduce prices by double digits.
While I have some concerns about the
structure of that competitive bidding
program, I believe it does need to be re-
structured to prevent suicide bidding
and expanded to include more medical
tests and services such as lab tests, CT
scanners, and other items.

Third, States need to be empowered
and incentivized to reduce their health
care costs. States like Arkansas have
taken bold steps to reduce their health
care costs by requiring their two larg-
est insurers and their Medicaid pro-
gram to join a shared savings plan.
They are expected to save the State’s
Medicaid program $4.4 million in FY ’13
and $9.3 million in FY ’14. We should be
encouraging other States to follow the
path of Arkansas and reduce Medicaid
costs and improve care.

Fourth, we have to modernize Medi-
care cost sharing and ask a bit more
from those who can afford it. We
should combine Medicare part A and B
deductibles and cap them. We should
increase means testing for premiums
for part B. And we should limit first-
dollar coverage for high earners. We
have to protect our sickest seniors
from high costs while asking a bit
more from those with greater means.

Finally, we have to improve price
and quality transparency. We should
prohibit gag clauses, which currently
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prevent hospitals from sharing health
care pricing information. Without pric-
ing transparency, hospitals can’t nego-
tiate for the best price for medical de-
vices and physicians can’t make cost-
conscious choices for their patients.

We do have to reduce health care
costs, but there is a right way to do it
and there is a wrong way. Mr. RYAN’s
plan is the wrong path. It harms sen-
iors and fails to reduce underlying
health care costs. By pursuing the five
proposals I just outlined, we can reduce
costs and improve quality, strength-
ening both our budget and our citizens.

————

TRIBUTE TO AMERICAN
SERVICEMEMBERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. DESANTIS) for 5 minutes.

Mr. DESANTIS. Mr. Speaker, this
week marks the 10-year anniversary of
the start of combat operations in Iraq.
Most of discussion in this town focuses
on politicians, pundits, and writers.
And while I don’t begrudge people the
ability to indulge in those types of de-
bates, I do think what has been missing
is a tribute to the sacrifices that have
been made by American servicemem-
bers.

Abraham Lincoln during the Civil
War wrote:

This extraordinary war in which we are en-
gaged falls heavily upon all classes of people,
but most heavily upon the soldier. For it has
been said, all that a man hath will he give
for his life; and while all contribute of their
substance the soldier puts his life at stake,
and often yields it up in his country’s cause.
The highest merit then is due to the soldier.

The Iraq conflict is much different
than the Civil War. One of the ways it
is different is that the burdens fell per-
haps even more directly on our Amer-
ican servicemen and -women. After all,
we did not have, and do not have, a
military draft.

Most of the folks who were going
over there volunteered, and a lot of
them knowing that they would be sent
to places like Iraq and Afghanistan.
Many of our servicemembers did mul-
tiple combat tours, not just for 4
months or 6 months, but 12 months and
15 months, in very hazardous duties.

And what did they volunteer for?
This was not a piece of cake. These
were very difficult fights against an
enemy that by and large dared not
show its face. The enemy preferred to
blend into civilian society and wreak
havoc with improvised explosive de-
vices and suicide vests. This was a
daily reality for our men and women
who were on the ground during this pe-
riod.

When direct combat operations did
occur between U.S. forces and the
enemy, they were often fierce fights in
urban centers in the streets of cities
like Ramadi and Baghdad.

And, of course, being on multiple de-
ployments and being gone for so long
provided the opportunity for a lot of
stress on families. It is difficult to be
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in a situation where you are missing a
holiday. Some of our troops had to
miss multiple holidays over multiple
years. That is a sacrifice both for the
folks who have to be back home but
also for the troops who are on the front
lines.

So Lincoln said: ‘““The highest merit
is due to the soldier.” Indeed.

As we look back on the 10th anniver-
sary of Iraq, what we see are soldiers,
sailors, airmen, and marines who were
given the most difficult of tasks and
yet they discharged their duties with
courage and skill. Henceforth, nobody
will be able to recount the great feats
of some of our services, such as the Ma-
rine Corps, from the shores of Tripoli
to Belleau Wood to Guadalcanal, with-
out also mentioning the great feats
performed by brave marines in places
like Fallujah.
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When recounting the unparalleled
skill of our Special Operations Forces,
credit will have to be given to those
Navy SEALs who ruled the night dur-
ing Iraq’s most perilous moments.

So, for braving the storms of war
with honor, tenacity and distinction,
we thank you, the American service-
member, for the sacrifices you made on
behalf of our country; and for those
who gave the last full measure of devo-
tion, you have earned a place in the
pantheon of America’s greatest heroes.
We thank you for your service and
your sacrifice.

————————

THE CREATION OF A COMMISSION
ON HEALING THE PHYSICAL AND

PSYCHOLOGICAL  WOUNDS OF
WAR
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The

Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Washington (Mr. MCDERMOTT) for 5
minutes.

Mr. McDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, after
a painful decade of war, the United
States needs to take the time to regain
its equilibrium and find peace. Without
a formal process for acknowledging the
physical and psychological costs of
war, our collective trauma can under-
mine our country for decades.

As BErnest Hemingway wrote:

The killing is necessary, I know, but still
the doing of it is very bad for a man, and I
think that, after all this is over and we have
won the war, there must be a penance of
some kind for the cleansing of us all.

War involves staggering amounts of
loss and—equally important—of kill-
ing. Despite great efforts by our sol-
diers to protect civilians, an over-
whelming majority of casualties in
modern war are innocent people. This
incurs a deep spiritual and emotional
cost to those who witness it and are
sometimes responsible for it. Many ini-
tiatives exist that provide help for the
men and women who have fought, but
we must go beyond the policy initia-
tives. Soldiers returning from war need
to share their experiences and unbur-
den their souls.
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Our soldiers volunteered to serve
their country in war, but they did not
volunteer to take over the entire moral
burden that comes with it. Our Nation
needs to discuss the complicated spir-
itual and emotional obstacles faced by
any society that has waged war. This is
not a partisan debate about the
rightness or wrongness of war. This is a
national effort to take care of our sol-
diers by publicly sharing some of their
burdens. We must be willing to explore
the responsibility that comes with ask-
ing them to fight.

In preindustrial societies, leaders
were intimately involved in war,
itself—often with a sword in hand—and
religious and spiritual leaders were
fully engaged in the aftermath. Rituals
and ceremonies decommissioned the
fighters and made the entire commu-
nity conscious of the sacrifice. These
processes are missing today, and they
remain vitally important. The agony
suffered by our veterans is vivid testi-
mony: 22 veterans commit suicide
every day while an average of almost
one active duty soldier a day took his
or her life in 2012. That’s higher than in
combat. Many other soldiers suffer
from posttraumatic stress disorder, be-
come addicted to drugs and alcohol, or
fall into violence and prison.

If a society fails to address these
emotional and moral issues publicly,
soldiers and vets will struggle with
them privately. Many of them will lose
that struggle and leave us all affected
by their loss.

The Nation requires concrete ways to
address the wounds of the war. We need
a national day of solemn ceremonies
that acknowledge the costs in lives,
trauma, lost limbs, families, a renewed
commitment to the social and health
issues of veterans, a discussion about
national service for young, nonmilitary
Americans, and a systematic inter-
action between combat veterans and ci-
vilians.

I worked with Karl Marlantes, who
wrote the book ‘“What It Is Like to Go
to War,” and with Sebastian Junger,
who did the documentary called
“Restrepo,” which was about Afghani-
stan, in order to create this bill that
would address these issues. We propose
a commission to examine and articu-
late the spiritual challenges and to
help heal the psychological wounds
faced by a Nation emerging from a dec-
ade of war.

We call on the President, on the Sen-
ate majority and minority leaders, and
on the House Speaker and minority
leader to appoint a group of distin-
guished citizens to explore ways to
heal this society. The committee
should include veterans, spiritual lead-
ers, psychologists, journalists, maybe
even a poet. It should strive to reach
beyond the politics of war and into the
true moral and emotional consequences
that violence always incurs. It may be
hard for us, but we must do it if we are
to remain a humane society.

Some see things as they are and ask
why. I dream of things as they never
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were. The question we must ask now is:
Why can’t we do for our soldiers what
needs to be done? They need to be
taken home and received and under-
stood by the populace for what they
went and did for us.

————
THE RYAN BUDGET

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. HURT) for 5 minutes.

Mr. HURT. Mr. Speaker, I rise in sup-
port of the House budget plan that is
on the floor today. I thank Chairman
RYAN for his leadership on this positive
blueprint for our future.

Much has been said about a balanced
budget over the past couple of weeks;
and while it is important to point out
that the House budget balances in 10
years while the Senate’s budget never
balances, I believe the more important
point is why we believe our budget
must balance.

A balanced budget is critically im-
portant to all Americans and to the fu-
ture of our great country.

We must balance our budget for our
senior citizens, who deserve to have se-
curity in their retirements. A balanced
budget will strengthen critical retire-
ment programs so our seniors are as-
sured that Medicare and Social Secu-
rity will continue to be there for them
and for their children.

We must balance our budget for our
hardworking mothers and fathers
across our country. A balanced budget
is fundamental to a healthy and robust
economy that creates good jobs that
the American people need to support
their families.

We must balance our budget for our
students. Those who are currently in
our universities and in our community
colleges should feel confident that an
investment in their education will lead
them to good-paying jobs when they
graduate. A balanced budget gives
them that confidence that their futures
will not be threatened by staggering
debt.

Most importantly, we must balance
our budget for our children and our
grandchildren, who deserve the same
chance at the American Dream that we
have been given. Rather than handing
them the bill for this generation’s irre-
sponsibility, a balanced budget will
allow us to hand them a brighter fu-
ture, an American future.

Our balanced budget represents a de-
parture from the status quo here in
Washington, and it represents the
House Republicans’ commitment to
moving our Nation forward in a fiscally
responsible way. I urge my colleagues
to support this resolution.

AMERICA AND GREECE—
STRENGTH IN SOLIDARITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Maryland (Mr. SARBANES) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. SARBANES. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to commemorate the 192nd anni-
versary of Greek Independence Day.
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Greece and America are history’s
most storied democracies. Our Found-
ing Fathers borrowed heavily from
Greek antiquity to build American de-
mocracy. Our relationship with Greece,
however, is more than one just of phil-
osophical kinship. America, Greece,
and Greek Americans have stood in sol-
idarity since the founding of the
United States.

In this year, when we also celebrate
the 150th anniversary of the Emanci-
pation Proclamation, the 50th anniver-
sary of the March on Washington, and
the 100th anniversary of both Harriet
Tubman’s death and Rosa Parks’ birth,
it is especially fitting to recall how
Hellenes and African Americans have
reached out to one another to provide
mutual support.

When Hellenes acted to liberate
themselves in 1821, James Williams, an
African American sailor from my
hometown of Baltimore, joined the
Greek revolutionary navy and fought
at the Battle of Navarino. In turn,
John Zachos and Photius Fisk, orphans
of the Greek War of Independence, be-
came passionate abolitionists in Amer-
ica. Zachos was a member of the Edu-
cational Commission of Boston and
New York. Fisk, a U.S. Navy chaplain,
helped slaves find freedom by sup-
porting the Underground Railroad.

In 1922, recently arrived Greek immi-
grants organized the American Hel-
lenic Educational Progressive Associa-
tion in Georgia to defend themselves
against the Ku Klux Klan. AHEPA
went on to help countless Greek immi-
grants assimilate into American soci-
ety, and it weighed in on many of the
most significant social issues of our
time, including the movement for civil
rights. Archbishop Iakovos, leader of
the Greek Orthodox Church in Amer-
ica, carried that commitment forward
when he marched alongside Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr., in Selma, Alabama, in
1965. An iconic photograph of those two
great leaders appeared on the cover of
Life Magazine.

The historical relationship of these
two proud communities embodies the
greatness of America. On March 25,
when we celebrate Greek Independence
Day, we salute all those who have
struggled for freedom, and we rededi-
cate ourselves to ensuring that Amer-
ica remains a symbol of fairness and
opportunity the world over.
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I rise today also to mourn the pass-
ing of the legendary Greek American,
Andrew A. Athens of Chicago.

Andy lived a life that few could
match. He enlisted in the U.S. Army in
January of 1942 and fought at the fa-
mous Battle of El Alamein in Egypt.
He attained the rank of captain, and in
1945 was honored with the Bronze Star
and the U.S. Army Commendation
Medal for his outstanding military
service. Andy went on to become a suc-
cessful businessman and walked with
kings and commoners, spreading the
high ideals and values of Hellenism.
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Andy was at the forefront of orga-
nizing Greek Americans in their pur-
suit of justice for Cyprus and freedom
for the Ecumenical Patriarchate. And
in so many of what for him became
routine endeavors, he embodied Helle-
nism in the public service by giving
back to the broader American society.
Whether it was AHEPA, the Order of
St. Andrew, or organizations he found-
ed such as the United Hellenic Amer-
ican Congress and Hellenicare, the
scope of Andy’s commitment to a myr-
iad of important causes was breath-
taking. He combined a gentleness of
spirit with a fierce determination to
make a difference. Andy’s heart was al-
ways full as he gave graciously of his
time and resources to make this world
a better place.

Above all, Andy Athens had a deep
commitment to family. His beloved
wife of 67 years, Louise, and Andy’s en-
tire family are in our thoughts. May
his memory be ever eternal.

————
A BALANCED BUDGET

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. RADEL) for 56 minutes.

Mr. RADEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of the House Repub-
lican budget, a balanced budget. Let
me be very, very clear about this. A
balanced budget means jobs. Again, a
balanced budget means jobs.

Think about this for a second. Your
family at home, you balance your
budget; why can’t Washington? Busi-
nesses balance their budget; why can’t
Washington? And House Republicans
today, all we’re asking is to balance
the budget in 10 years. Think about
this. If you have a 10-year-old, by the
time we balance the budget, your 10-
year-old will basically be almost done
with college.

So in a bipartisan fashion, I would
say look at the 1990s. Let’s look at
President Bill Clinton who balanced
the budget with a Republican-con-
trolled House, opportunity and jobs ran
rampant. We need to return to that
today. So we’re asking this President,
Please, work with us, Mr. President.
But what is worse in all of this is how
Senate Democrats have failed to serve
you. The last time that they even
passed a budget was before the iPad ex-
isted—before the iPad existed.

We’re willing to compromise; we’re
willing to work with people. But how
can we work with Senate Democrats
when they’re not working at all?
They’re not doing their job at all to
serve you, the American people. Their
budget right now that they’re working
on does nothing more than raise taxes.
They want more of your money, more
money out of your paycheck. Ask your-
self, does Washington really need more
of your money?

We’re $16 trillion in debt. We have
deficits that we can’t even wrap our
arms around, and they want more of
your money. If you had a financial ad-
viser that put you a million dollars in
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debt and then ripped through your sav-
ings for your children’s college edu-
cation and all of your checking ac-
count and said, ‘“Yeah, just give me
some more money and we’ll solve the
problem,”” would you do it? Absolutely
not.

More than jobs, though, we’re also
working to save Medicare and Social
Security, the commitments that we
have made to the American people. So
let’s take a look here at the big pic-
ture. Here’s a budget breakdown of
where we’re at right now. Look, your
eyes will glaze over when we start talk-
ing about the trillions of dollars that
we spend. But let’s take a look at what
you pay versus what you expect.

This blue part right here is on auto-
pilot. No adults have come to the table
to talk about where we’re at today and
how to actually save your Social Secu-
rity and Medicare and Medicaid in this
big blue part. We’re doing that today,
House Republicans, in balancing the
budget. But this is what you expect
from the Federal Government: your
education, roads, bridges, a healthy en-
vironment, and what’s mandated by
the Constitution, our Armed Forces to
protect us.

But this is where it gets really scary.
All of this blue part here for Medicare
and Social Security is what we take in.
In other words, all of our cash on hand,
if you will, the money that you pay the
Federal Government every time you
get a paycheck or pay your income
taxes, this is all devoted to Medicare
and Medicaid and Social Security. In
other words, everything else—your
education, the environment, our roads,
bridges, ports, Armed Forces—all of
that money to pay for that basically is
borrowed. It’s borrowed—or worse, just
printed.

This is the sad reality that we’re fac-
ing today. But with Republican House
leadership and working with Demo-
crats who are actually willing to come
to the table and compromise—and not
just work with us, work for you—we
can save Social Security and Medicare.

And by the way, when you hear
Democrats or you see the videos of
them throwing your grandmother off a
cliff or telling you that Republicans
just want to cut, cut, cut, no; this is
about save, save, save. And in the
words of a hip-hop band from my gen-
eration, Public Enemy: don’t believe
the hype.

House Republicans are working today
for you. We’re working to save Social
Security and Medicare. We’re working
to save this economy and, ultimately,
this country for you.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to direct their re-
marks to the Chair.

————
GREEK INDEPENDENCE DAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. BILIRAKIS) for 5 minutes.
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Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise to honor and commemorate the
192nd anniversary of Greek Independ-

ence Day. . . .
Like the American revolutionaries

who fought for independence and estab-
lished this great Republic we call the
land of the free and the home of the
brave, Greek freedom fighters simi-
larly began an arduous struggle to win
independence for Greece and its people

192 years ago on March 25.

The Greeks faced four centuries of
Ottoman oppression, a David versus
Goliath situation, if you will. Begin-
ning their revolution on March 25 was
no coincidence. This was the holy day
dedicated to the mother of God,
Theotokos; and as such, they had their
champion, their savior, and their pro-
tector by their side. As Archbishop
Germanos of Patras raised the flag of
revolution over the Monastery of Agia
Lavra in the Peloponnese, ‘‘Eleftheria i
Thanatos’”—Liberty or Death—became
their battle cry.

As is true in our own country, the
price of freedom was great, with brave
men and women fighting for God and
country in the hope of a better world
for future generations.

Our Greek brothers sacrificed much
for their independence, and there are
many stories which I could share to
demonstrate the heroism they exhib-
ited. Most Greeks will remember that
of Athanasios Diakos, legendary hero,
priest, patriot, and soldier who led 500
of his men in a notable stand against
8,000 Ottoman Turk soldiers. While
Diakos’ men were wiped out and he fell
to enemy hands which tortured him be-
fore his death, he became the image for
Greeks to give all for love of faith and
homeland. May his memory be eternal,
Mr. Speaker.

The revolution brought independence
to Greece and emboldened those who
still sought freedom across the world.
It proved a united people, through
sheer will and perseverance, can pre-
vail against tyranny. And it is a senti-
ment which can still be found among
Greeks today.

Greek soldiers served alongside
Americans in World War I, World War
II, and the Korean War. They’ve always
been our allies, Mr. Speaker, and con-
tinue to be today.

This week, the joint naval exercise
Noble Dina is expected to conclude.
And for the 3rd year, the navies rep-
resenting the United States, Greece,
and Israel have come together to en-
gage in maritime evacuations and
search and rescue drills, a symbol of
the ongoing and growing friendships
between the countries.
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The lessons the Greeks taught us in
1821 continue to provide strength to
victims of persecution throughout the
world today. By honoring the Greek
struggle for independence, we reaffirm
the values and ideas that make Amer-
ica great.

Each time I perform my constitu-
tional duties, I am doing so in the leg-
acy of our American forefathers and
the ancient Greeks. As Thomas Jeffer-
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son once said, ‘“To the ancient Greeks,
we are all indebted for the light which
led ourselves, American colonists, out
of gothic darkness.”

We celebrate Greek Independence
Day to reaffirm the common demo-
cratic heritage we share. And, as Amer-
icans, we must continue to pursue this
spirit of freedom and liberty, which
characterizes both great nations.

Zito i Ellas. Long live Greece.

———

TRIBUTE TO THE SERVICE OF
CAPTAIN ANDREW S. WHITSON

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. RIGELL) for 5 minutes.

Mr. RIGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
recognize and congratulate an excep-
tional naval officer, Captain Andrew
Shepard Whitson, at the completion of
30 years of distinguished naval service,
culminating as the Director of the U.S.
House of Representatives Liaison Of-
fice for the Department of the Navy’s
Office of Legislative Affairs.

I'm honored to commend Captain
Whitson’s achievements and recognize
his service and devotion to our great
country.

A 1983 graduate of the Virginia Mili-
tary Institute, Captain Whitson earned
his wings in 1985 and was designated a
naval aviator. He sailed around the
world, flying the F-14 Tomcat and F/A-
18 Hornets. He’s served in five fighter
squadrons, participating in multiple
combat operations during Desert
Storm and Operation Iraqi Freedom.
He was also recognized as the ‘“‘East
Coast Fighter Pilot of the Year’” in
1997.

Captain Whitson served as the execu-
tive officer and commanding officer of
the Bounty Hunters of Fighter Squad-
ron Two, leading them through two de-
ployments aboard USS Constellation
(CV-64), including the combat oper-
ations in Iraqi Freedom. In 2009 and
2010, he served as the commander of
Carrier Air Wing 17.

Captain Whitson is retiring after 30
years of honorable service to this Na-
tion. His professional success would
not have been possible without the sup-
port of his wife, Tracy—I've had the
privilege of getting to know Captain
Whitson and his family—and his lovely
daughter, Alexandra. Their shared sac-
rifice is a credit to their personal char-
acter.

I wish Captain Whitson continued
success and fulfillment as he transi-
tions to civilian life after three decades
of exceptional service to our country.
His loyal dedication to duty reflects
the highest standards of naval service.

I hold him in high personal regard
and consider it a privilege to call Cap-
tain Whitson my friend. And I'm de-
lighted that he and his family call Vir-
ginia’s Second Congressional District
their home.

Mr. Speaker, I know that my fellow
colleagues this morning join me, all
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Members of the House, in saluting this
outstanding naval officer and wishing
him and his wonderful family fair
winds and following seas.

———
HONORING THE ANNIVERSARY OF
GREECE’S DECLARATION OoF
INDEPENDENCE FROM THE
OTTOMAN EMPIRE
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The

Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
New York (Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY)
for 5 minutes.

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New
York. As cochair and cofounder of the
Congressional Caucus on Hellenic
Issues, I rise today to celebrate the
192nd anniversary of Greece’s declara-
tion of independence from the Ottoman
Empire.

Against incredibly difficult odds, the
Greeks defeated one of the most power-
ful empires in history to win their
independence. Following 400 years of
Ottoman rule, in March 1821, Bishop
Germanos of Patras raised the tradi-
tional Greek flag at the monastery of
Agia Lavras, inciting his countrymen
to rise up against the Ottoman army.

The bishop timed this act of revolu-
tion to coincide with the Greek Ortho-
dox holiday celebrating the Archangel
Gabriel’s announcement that the Vir-
gin Mary was about to give birth with
the divine child. Bishop Germanos’
message to his people was clear: A new
spirit was about to be born in Greece.
The following year, the Treaty of Con-
stantinople established full independ-
ence for Greece.

New York City is home to one of the
largest Hellenic populations outside
Greece and Cyprus. Astoria, Queens,
which I have the honor of representing,
is often called “‘Little Athens” because
of the large Hellenic population in that
neighborhood.

New Yorkers celebrate Greek Inde-
pendence Day with a parade on Fifth
Avenue in Manhattan, which I have
been honored to participate in year
after year. Marching side-by-side with
my Greek-American friends, I have al-
ways been overwhelmed by the warmth
and enthusiasm which the community
has brought to New York City. These
events remind us of the Hellenic-Amer-
ican community’s many contributions
to our Nation’s history and culture.

The friendship between America and
Greece is based on mutual respect, a
commitment to common goals, and a
sharing of fundamental values, espe-
cially ensuring stability in south-
eastern Europe. I hope permanent solu-
tions can be found for ending the divi-
sions of Cyprus and finding a mutually
agreeable name for the former Yugo-
slav republic of Macedonia.

I know that the Greek independence
movement was an inspiration to the
American independence movement, and
we have learned so much from our
Greek friends.

I have introduced, in many Con-
gresses, an important resolution with
my caucus cochair, Representative GUs
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BILIRAKIS. This resolution urges Tur-
key to respect the rights and religious
freedoms of the ecumenical patriarch.
It was my privilege to meet with the
patriarch last year, and I know that he
is negotiating with the Turkish gov-
ernment for the return to Halki, the
Greek Orthodox seminary, of the right
and independence to educate their
priests and to restore their lands to
them.

I want to say that I ask all of my col-
leagues to join me and Members of
Congress in celebrating Greece’s inde-
pendence. It is also my sincere pleasure
to pay tribute to New York’s Hellenic-
American community for its many con-
tributions to our great country.

Zeto e eleftheria. Long live freedom.

————
YUCCA MOUNTAIN AND JOBS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. SHIMKUS) for 5 minutes.

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
once again today in support of Yucca
Mountain in Nye County, Nevada,
which, by law, is designated as the site
for a permanent geological repository
for our Nation’s spent nuclear fuel.

Last year, the President’s Blue Rib-
bon Commission on America’s Nuclear
Future issued a report, but barred even
evaluating the merits of Yucca Moun-
tain, despite the fact that it has been
approved on a bipartisan basis by Con-
gress and signed into law by the Presi-
dent, and actually reaffirmed by sign-
ing the law in 2002. The initial law was
passed in 1982, and the law was amend-
ed in 1987, which, in a bipartisan man-
ner, passed through both Chambers,
signed by different Presidents, estab-
lished that Yucca Mountain would be
the repository for our nuclear spent
fuel.

What the Blue Ribbon Commission
did say was any host community
should expect incentives. That com-
mitment is no different from Nevada
when it comes to Yucca Mountain. And
good news: the local county, Nye Coun-
ty, Nevada, is consenting and ready to
negotiate with the Department of En-
ergy.

In advance of Yucca Mountain even
receiving its first delivery, we will
work with the State, Nye County, and
surrounding communities to provide
incentives to benefit the people of Ne-
vada and their communities. We will
address infrastructure needs, provide
additional ground water monitoring,
and build rail spurs, providing benefits
outside of the Yucca Mountain project.

As we look to make nuclear proc-
essing viable in the future, we can es-
tablish research dollars to universities
in the State to be leaders in this field,
and we will work to develop these and
other ideas from State and local lead-
ers to best fit their needs.

This will mean thousands of direct or
indirect jobs across the State of Ne-
vada. Before any of these incentives
are even discussed, we know from DOE
in the past that the project would yield
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over 2,500 direct jobs on its own for
more than 25 years under the current
permit. Even after 50 years, as the
project winds down, there would still
be more than 500 direct jobs.
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Construction of a rail spur could re-
quire an additional 1,000 workers and
300 permanent jobs for decades to
come. All told, with indirect jobs and
the project alone, conservative esti-
mates project 7,000 new jobs in Nevada,
not even counting those associated
with other incentives we in Congress
are prepared to work with the State
and local communities to pursue.

Mr. Speaker, we need to move for-
ward on finishing the licensing applica-
tion on Yucca Mountain, as required by
law. Let the science speak for itself
that says Yucca Mountain meets a mil-
lion-year safety standard so it can
serve as a national asset that develops
thousands of badly needed jobs in Ne-
vada’s struggling economy.

——
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 40
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

——
O 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

—————

PRAYER

Monsignor Robert Kurwicki, Cathe-
dral of Saint Joseph, Jefferson City,
Missouri, offered the following prayer:

O gracious and merciful God, so great
and everlasting, we come before You
today with our hearts filled with sin-
cere love and true devotion. Now grant
us, in this, the people’s House, a spirit
of justice and goodwill in order that
the important work of this day may be
carried out in truth and charity.

We know that, by our own strength,
we will falter and fail. Yet we have a
hope that You will never leave us or
forget us in Your great shepherd’s care.
We are serious as we recommit our-
selves to You and to Your goals. Show
us the way to perfection.

Bless these elected Members, their
families, staffs, and constituents in a
special way this day, in order that they
may continue to reach for the highest,
noblest, and greatest benefits for this
Nation.

And the House says, Amen.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-

ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-

ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.
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Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

——
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Georgia (Mr. BARROW) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. BARROW of Georgia led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

WELCOMING MONSIGNOR ROBERT
KURWICKI

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentleman from Missouri (Mr.
LUETKEMEYER) is recognized for 1
minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker,
today it is my privilege to introduce
Monsignor Robert A. Kurwicki as an
esteemed guest to deliver the opening
prayer of the United States House of
Representatives.

Monsignor Kurwicki is the Reverend
Monsignor of the Cathedral of Saint
Joseph in Jefferson City, Missouri. The
monsignor has served the great State
of Missouri as the chaplain of the Mis-
souri House of Representatives since
2011, a position in which he is respon-
sible for leading the members of the
State house in prayer and helping to
improve the strong tradition of faith in
our capitol in Missouri.

In addition to his important role in
the Missouri House of Representatives,
he is also a member of the Priests Sen-
ate and Vice-Chancellor of the Diocese
of Jefferson City. Monsignor Kurwicki
is and has been a tremendous spiritual
influence, not only to myself and my
family, but also the Third District, as
well as the entire State of Missouri.

It is an honor to welcome him here to
Congress and thank him for his invalu-
able service to our community and our
country.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
OLSON). The Chair will entertain up to
15 requests for l-minute speeches on
each side of the aisle.

————
THE HOUSE REPUBLICAN BUDGET

(Mr. ROGERS of Alabama asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, this week, the House will vote on
the House Republican budget resolu-
tion. This will be the third straight
year that the House will pass a budget.
The budget is not just a plan for this
coming fiscal year, but it’s also a plan
to balance our budget in this Nation in
10 years.
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The national debt is now $16.7 tril-
lion. That works out to about a $147,000
of debt per taxpayer. Our Nation can-
not continue to spend and borrow at
this rate. The House Republican budget
tackles our spending problems head-on,
while protecting our military from in-
discriminate cuts.

It also outlines a plan to reform our
burdensome Tax Code. By getting
spending under control and reforming
our Tax Code, this budget would help
create jobs, and that’s exactly what
our economy needs right now.

Congress has a responsibility to fu-
ture generations to get the budget bal-
anced, and I strongly encourage my
colleagues to support this effort.

———

FALSE CHOICES

(Mr. BARROW of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. BARROW of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today in opposition to the
budget proposals on both sides of the
aisle that are before the House this
week.

Folks in Washington are good at giv-
ing the American people false choices.
Today, we’re forced to choose between
budgets that cut Medicare benefits and
budgets that unnecessarily raise taxes.

Folks in my district in Georgia have
had enough of these false choices. We
need to cut spending on things we don’t
need and can’t afford, balance the
budget, and lower taxes on all families;
but there are no proposals to do that.

Each time we come to the House
floor to deal with a budget, both sides
are focused on messaging, not solu-
tions. The people in my district deserve
better. It’s time for Congress to de-
velop a responsible budget that cuts
the deficit, protects Medicare and So-
cial Security, and lowers taxes by fully
reforming our outdated Tax Code.

———

PATH TO PROSPERITY

(Mr. COBLE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COBLE. Mr. Speaker, this week,
the House will consider the Path to
Prosperity budget, reaffirming, once
again, that the House Republicans are
the only ones in Washington offering
serious solutions to government’s
spending-driven debt crisis.

Americans at home must prepare a
balanced budget for themselves and
their families. Our plan would bring
the same common sense to Washington
once the budget is balanced over the
next decade.

Our budget is not balanced by raising
taxes on hardworking Americans, but
by responsibly reducing spending on
government waste and reforming man-
datory spending to ensure that pro-
grams on which Americans rely remain
strong for decades to come.

Our budget saves taxpayers $4.6 tril-
lion over the next decade. The Senate
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Democrat budget, however, calls for
$1.5 trillion in new taxes and $7.3 tril-
lion in new debt.

America, Mr. Speaker, deserves bet-
ter. That’s why the House Republicans
have proposed the Path to Prosperity
to get our economy back on track and
create more jobs and opportunities for
more Americans.

———
CLIMATE CHANGE IS REAL

(Mr. WELCH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WELCH. Mr. Speaker, the ocean
levels are rising. The ice cap is melt-
ing. Severe storms, more intense and
more frequent. Climate change is real,
not that you’d know it in this body.
We’re still having a debate about the
reality. This is a fact-free zone in Con-
gress when it comes to climate change.
But we can still make progress, even if
we debate the science.

We should do things that allow all of
us to use less energy. Energy efficiency
is good, regardless of what fuel source
you use. It creates jobs for the folks
who are out of work in the home con-
struction industry, doing retrofits for
commercial and residential buildings.
It saves families money, and it saves
businesses money.

There’s an enormous amount of advo-
cacy on both sides of the aisle to do
this practical, commonsense step. It
will have an incidental benefit, as well,
of reducing carbon emissions.

So even as we have an unresolved de-
bate about the science of climate
change, let’s take practical steps that
are good for jobs, good for the econ-
omy, and good for saving taxpayers
money.

———

THE TENTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
START OF THE WAR IN IRAQ

(Mr. COFFMAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, today is
the 10th anniversary for the war in Iraq
that began with the United States-led
invasion on March 20, 2003.

In 2005, I resigned from public office
in the State of Colorado to return to
Active Duty in the United States Ma-
rine Corps for assignment in Iraq. I did
this, not because I believed that the in-
vasion of Iraq was the right decision
for our country, but because I strongly
believed that, once the decision had
been made to go into Iraq, that we had
a responsibility to bring this war to a
just conclusion.

I can’t say enough about the young
men and women of our military whom
I met in Iraq when I served there and
observed their courage, their deter-
mination to succeed under very chal-
lenging conditions, and their extraor-
dinary sacrifices.

However, now that I'm a member of
the House Armed Services Committee,
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I will do everything I can to make sure
that our country never goes down this
path again. Nation-building operations,
where we invade, pacify and administer
whole countries, is the wrong direction
for America and must never be re-
peated again.

—
0 1210

REPEAL THE SEQUESTER

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, today
the Senate Commerce, Science, and
Transportation Committee will hold a
hearing on sequestration’s effect on
implementing safety regulations at the
Federal Aviation Administration. This
is an important reminder that critical
deadlines for the release of rules re-
garding pilot qualifications and train-
ing are fast approaching.

Just over 4 years ago, dozens of lives
were lost as Continental Flight 3407
crashed in my western New York com-
munity. Since then, the families and
friends of these victims have made
countless visits to Washington, D.C.,
and advocated to ensure that what hap-
pened to their loved ones will never be
repeated.

Mr. Speaker, we cannot lose focus
and allow further delays to the comple-
tion of these already long-overdue
rules. I urge Congress to repeal the se-
quester for the safety of our flying pub-
lic.

———————

THREE-YEAR ANNIVERSARY OF
PRESIDENT OBAMA’S TAKEOVER
OF HEALTH CARE

(Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio. Mr. Speaker,
this week marks an anniversary that
doesn’t warrant celebration. Three
years ago, President Obama’s takeover
of health care was signed into law.

This mountain of stacked paper rep-
resents the 20,000 pages of new regula-
tions in President Obama’s new health
care law. Hach regulation represents
another shackle on America’s small
businesses—our job creators. But don’t
take my word for it. Just ask the folks
at two of Ohio’s home health care em-
ployers, Interim Health Care in Bridge-
port, who employs 300 hardworking
Ohioans, or Comfort Keepers in East
Liverpool, who employs another 230.
Both companies tell me that President
Obama’s takeover of health care is
causing them to seriously reconsider
the ability to expand and hire more
employees. In fact, they may not sur-
vive.

These are just two companies in east-
ern Ohio. What about the thousands of
small businesses across America?
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President Obama’s health care law is
a government red tape tower that’s
raising health care costs, limiting ac-
cess to health care, and it’s hurting job
creation at a time when we need real
economic growth.

————

VETERAN EXCELLENCE THROUGH
EDUCATION ACT

(Mrs. NEGRETE McLEOD asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. NEGRETE McCLEOD. This week
marks the 10th anniversary of the
onset of the Iraq war. As our troops re-
turn home, many still face a high un-
employment rate. The statistic is high-
er for women veterans.

One remedy to this abysmal unem-
ployment rate is education. However,
for many veterans, the opportunity to
pursue the necessary education is dif-
ficult because of economic constraints,
family responsibilities, or lack of infor-
mation about available Federal re-
sources. Similarly, many college cam-
puses struggle to provide veterans with
these resources.

That is why I introduced my first bill
this week, called the Veteran Excel-
lence Through Education Act. This bill
creates a competitive grant program
aimed at helping college campuses that
serve underrepresented populations and
provides academic and related support
services for all enrolled veterans in
these schools. My district has many
nearby schools with a growing veteran
student population that would benefit
from this bill, such as Cal Poly Po-
mona, Cal State San Bernardino, San
Bernardino Valley Community College,
and UC Riverside.

Education is a future investment. It
is our obligation to assist veterans
with job training and economic oppor-
tunity in return for their service to our
country. I urge my colleagues to sup-
port this bill.

—————

REPUBLICAN BUDGET

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Every American family
and small business knows that budgets
have to be balanced to be sustainable.
For years, though, Washington hasn’t
been balancing its budget. The Senate
hasn’t even be passing them. House Re-
publicans have had enough of this
“Washington exceptionalism.” We’ve
introduced a budget for the Federal
Government that will balance in just 10
years.

Budgets reveal priorities, and House
Republicans have revealed ours. We
want to build a stronger, more pros-
perous future for this generation and
the next. We want to protect the prom-
ise of Medicare, guarantee account-
ability for the use of taxpayer dollars,
preserve personal freedoms, and pursue
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commonsense governance. The Amer-
ican people deserve this, and so we’ve
offered a balanced budget that encour-
ages growth and opportunity for all
while paving the way for the country
to get out of debt.

Will the President follow our lead
and submit a budget that balances?

———

RYAN BUDGET

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, more
than 4 months have passed since our
country reelected President Obama and
embraced his plans to keep moving our
country forward. But right now, Repub-
licans are offering a budget proposal
that includes many of the same ideas
that voters rejected this fall. The Re-
publican budget would end the Medi-
care guarantee as we know it and re-
peal the Affordable Care Act that’s al-
ready providing benefits to so many
families in my home State of Rhode Is-
land and across this country.

Rhode Islanders don’t want another
Republican budget proposal that jeop-
ardizes our economic recovery, gives
away billions of dollars in tax subsidies
to Big Oil, and protects tax breaks to
companies that ship jobs overseas.
They want a budget that reflects our
values and priorities as a Nation, a
budget that honors the promises we
made to our seniors, puts our country
back to work, invests in rebuilding our
national infrastructure, protects our
investments in education, and reduces
our deficit by making smart cuts in
spending and reforming our Tax Code.

The Republican budget fails to meet
any of these standards, and I hope my
colleagues will join me in opposing it
this week.

——————

PRESIDENT OBAMA GOES TO
ISRAEL

(Mr. ROSKAM asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ROSKAM. Mr. Speaker, I'm
pleased to announce that over 100 col-
leagues have joined together on both
sides of the aisle to send a letter to
President Obama commending his trip
to Israel and also asking him to use it
as an opportunity to continue to put
the imprimatur of the administration
on a strong U.S.-Israeli relationship.
We also urge the President to continue
to make sure that all options are on
the table as it relates to Iran and their
nuclear ambitions and that we should
continue to adopt a policy of preven-
tion and not containment.

Similarly, we said that we need to
protect Israel’s Qualitative Military
Edge and Israel’s inherent right to de-
fend itself, and also recognize that the
Israeli-Palestinian peace process can
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only be achieved and advanced through
direct negotiations without pre-
conditions.

Finally, we said that the President
must maintain foreign aid to Israel, as
well as funding for Iron Dome and
other Israeli-made antimissile defense
systems.

In a nutshell, we’ve urged the Presi-
dent to use this as a time to highlight
our relationship with the Nation of
Israel because it makes all the sense in
the world, and it’s a foundation upon
which prosperity can happen.

———

SEQUESTRATION

(Mr. MAFFEI asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MAFFEI. Mr. Speaker, I stood
here a few days before the sequester
deadline and urged this House to take
action. The sequester is a set of ran-
dom, arbitrary, temporary cuts that
put thousands of jobs in jeopardy and
harm our national security readiness
and our economy. Some have yet to see
the immediate effects. But this prob-
lem is like a pipeline being shut off 10
miles down the road. We may not no-
tice it right away, but soon it’ll start
to turn into a trickle.

In central New York, we are seeing
the effects at our airports, our schools,
our hospitals, and throughout our com-
munity:

280 employees are slated to be fur-
loughed at the 174th Attack Wing at
Hancock Field, a unit currently in op-
erations in Afghanistan;

The air traffic control tower at Han-
cock Airport may close for overnight
flights;

The Syracuse City Schools could lose
more than a million dollars in aid.
They have already lost nearly a thou-
sand positions in the last 3 years.

Mr. Speaker, we cannot continue to
slam our schools and expect to have an
educated workforce for the 21st cen-
tury. We need to address our debt and
balance the budget. But we can’t do it
on the backs of our middle class and
seniors, and we shouldn’t do it at the
expense of thousands of hardworking
men and women: our teachers, public
health workers, law enforcement offi-
cers, prison guards, FDA inspectors,
Social Security workers, and civilian
Defense Department workers. They’re
just trying to make a living and keep
their jobs.

Just as my constituents have asked
me to do, I'm going to keep urging this
House to take action. We need to work
together to protect our middle class,
protect jobs, and get our economy mov-
ing again. We cannot continue this pol-
icy of random cuts time and again, put-
ting our economy at risk. We have to
stop punishing our constituents be-
cause Washington doesn’t work.
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HASTINGS of Washington). Members are
reminded to heed the gavel at the expi-
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ration of the time for which they are
recognized.
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GET THE FACTS BEFORE BLAMING
RENEWABLE FUEL SECTOR

(Mr. SHIMKUS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, there
has been a lot of media coverage on
RINs. A RIN is a renewable identifica-
tion number which is given to refiners
upon the purchase of renewable fuels.
It is then used by refiners every Feb-
ruary to establish that they have met
their previous year’s obligation under
the Renewable Fuels Standard.

These recent stories raise a question
as to why RINs are being blamed in the
increase in gasoline prices. RINs are
given away for free by ethanol and
other renewable fuel producers to the
refiners and only have value in the sub-
mission of the reports in February. We
are currently in the month of March
and soon to be in April. There are ques-
tions that need to be asked on why
such swift dramatic price shifts are
being reported in the market? Are
speculators at work?

There is an excess of over 2 billion
RINs. Why is that not proving and pro-
viding stability? I encourage the media
to ask these types of questions, but to
simply jump on and blame the renew-
able fuel sector is incorrect.

—————

RECOGNIZING DR. HOPE
MICHELSEN AND ALICE DENG
FOR INDUCTION INTO WOMEN’S
HALL OF FAME

(Mr. SWALWELL of California asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. SWALWELL of California. Mr.
Speaker, I rise to honor and recognize
Dr. Hope Michelsen of Livermore and
Alice Deng of Pleasanton for their re-
cent induction into the Alameda Coun-
ty Women’s Hall of Fame.

The Hall of Fame recognizes out-
standing women in our area and their
contributions to our community and
Nation. Dr. Michelsen is being honored
in the category of science, and she is a
leader and trailblazer at Sandia Na-
tional Laboratory in my district. She
is a combustion and atmospheric chem-
ist at Sandia National Lab and a lead
researcher on several projects related
to energy and climate change.

Alice is being inducted to the Hall of
Fame in the youth category. A student
at Amador Valley High School in
Pleasanton, Alice demonstrates leader-
ship well beyond her years. She is the
cofounder of an organization that helps
young people overcome their fear of
public speaking and an active volun-
teer with the Tri-Valley Eden Town-
ship Youth Community Court.

It’s fitting that these extraordinary
women are being honored in March,
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which is Women’s History Month. I'm
very proud to have both Alice and Dr.
Michelsen in my district. Their hard
work continues to move our district
forward.

——————

CONGRATULATING SOUTHWEST
AIRLINES AND DALLAS LOVE
FIELD AIRPORT

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to congratulate
Southwest Airlines and Dallas Love
Field Airport as they celebrate the un-
veiling of the new terminal and long-
overdue repeal of the Wright Amend-
ment. This long-awaited milestone
goes to show that freedom and free en-
terprise go hand in hand.

You know, when we first introduced
legislation to repeal the Wright
Amendment back in 2005, people said it
couldn’t be done. When government
gets out of the way and allows free en-
terprise to unleash its full potential,
businesses expand, create jobs—and in
this case soon will offer the people of
Dallas and visitors a world-class air-
port. Passengers pay lower fares and
fly nonstop to more destinations across
the country. Clearly, when you’ve got
freedom on your side, you’re bound to
win.

Thank you for your commitment to
our community, and congratulations
Southwest Airlines and Dallas Love
Field.

God bless you, and God bless Amer-
ica.

———

RYAN BUDGET

(Mr. DEFAZIO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DEFAZIO. Yesterday, I discussed
the American Society of Civil Engi-
neers’ scorecard. Our infrastructure is
failing—it got a D-plus—costing us lost
productivity and wasted fuel. Now, we
need to deal with that problem, but
there is an even bigger problem loom-
ing, which is the already inadequate
levels of investment in our infrastruc-
ture are about to end.

The Ryan budget takes us from a $40
billion investment in our crumbling
roads, bridges, and highways to $100
million—$40 billion, $100 million. Tran-
sit: $10 billion to zero. That’s right.
The Ryan budget cuts our invest-
ment—that’s already inadequate—in
infrastructure from $50 billion a year
to $100 million. That’s about 1 million
jobs lost in addition to the accelerated
deterioration of the system.

That can’t be a serious proposal. This
isn’t a serious budget. It’s balanced on
phony premises. Anybody believe we’re
going to go to zero spending and aban-
don Federal investment in our roads,
bridges, highways, and transit sys-
tems? And if they believe that, that’s
even crazier than the numbers in this
budget.
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The Democratic budget continues
those investments and makes certain
we will invest in the future of America.

REPUBLICAN BUDGET A BLUE-
PRINT FOR ECONOMIC GROWTH

(Mr. GIBBS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. GIBBS. Mr. Speaker, currently
we are experiencing one of the worst
economic recoveries in the history of
our Nation. It’s a stagnant economy,
and this should not be the new normal.
Our budget is a blueprint for economic
growth and job creation.

I can’t stress the differences between
our budget and the Senate Democrat
budget. Their budget raises taxes by
over $1 trillion and never balances.
This is totally irresponsible.

We cannot continue to borrow nearly
$4 billion every day. Current policies
and the Senate Democrats’ plan is suf-
focating our economy and job growth.

Our budget brings us to a balanced
budget using tax dollars in a fiscally
responsible manner, commonsense reg-
ulatory tax reforms, and an energy pol-
icy that results in economic growth
and job creation.

——————

REPUBLICAN BUDGET PLAN

(Mr. CROWLEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CROWLEY. Good day, Mr. Speak-
er. Good day, my colleagues—or as my
Republican colleagues would say,
bonjour.

Today, we’re considering the Repub-
lican budget, which is a plan modeled
after European-style austerity meas-
ures. In plain English, it is bad.

The non-partisan Congressional
Budget Office makes clear this budget
will slow economic growth and Kkill
over 2.5 million American jobs. It re-
quires further sacrifices from our vet-
erans, our seniors, students, small
businesses, and hardworking middle
class families. It ends Medicare as we
know it. And it has no vision for how
we’re going to create jobs. It doesn’t
even include the phrase ‘‘job creation.”

The American people rejected this
budget in November 2012. The Congress
should reject it today. It’s time to say
au revoir—good-bye—to this Repub-
lican budget and move forward with a
plan focused on jobs and creating a bet-
ter future for this country.

————

SENATE COMMENTS ON MARINE
TRAGEDY

(Mr. OLSON asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, yesterday 1
was stunned to watch the senior Demo-
crat leader of the other body implying
that the blame for Monday’s tragic
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deaths of seven marines is the result of
the recent automatic cuts to defense
spending, also known as sequestra-
tion—*‘‘the sequester.” His outrageous
comments referring to the dead ma-
rines’ training with explosives implied
that the sequester which the President
insisted upon was ‘‘going to cut back
this stuff’’—their training.

I'm appalled because this senior
Democrat should know that the seques-
ter cuts have not even been fully im-
plemented. They could not have played
a role in these marines’ deaths.

As an American who has proudly
worn the uniform of a naval officer, 1
am furious that a Member of Congress
would play politics with such a trag-
edy. The families of these seven ma-
rines deserve an apology. I pray that
they will get it.

Semper fi, Marines. Semper fi.

————————

NEWBORN SCREENING SAVES
LIVES REAUTHORIZATION ACT
OF 2013

(Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to introduce the Newborn
Screening Saves Lives Reauthorization
Act.

In 2008, with strong bipartisan sup-
port, Congressman SIMPSON and I intro-
duced the original bill that was signed
into law that year. For the first time
in history, a scientific method for add-
ing newborn screenings to State pro-
grams was established.

Prior to enactment of this law, only
10 States and the District of Columbia
required infants to be screened for all
the recommended disorders. Today, 44
States and the District of Columbia re-
quire screening of at least 29 of the 31
core treatable conditions. Unfortu-
nately, critical gaps and challenges re-
main.

The reauthorization bill establishes a
grant program to assist States in de-
veloping followup and tracking pro-
grams and renews the Secretary’s Ad-
visory Committee for Heritable Dis-
orders.

I urge my colleagues to cosponsor
this vital legislation. No child should
die or suffer from preventable disabil-
ities which could have been detected at
birth.

———
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(Mr. DESJARLAIS asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. DESJARLAIS. Mr. Speaker, 1
come to the House floor today to voice
my strong support for the House Re-
publican fiscal year 2014 budget. And I
want to commend my colleague, chair-
man of the Budget Committee, PAUL
RYAN, for his ongoing leadership on
this issue.
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There is simply no denying it: the
Federal Government has a spending
problem, a problem that has led to
nearly $17 trillion of debt. For too long,
Washington has shirked its responsi-
bility in addressing this issue and
punted the problem to future genera-
tions. As a father, I cannot in good
conscience let this generational theft
continue.

It is critical that we pass a budget
that puts our country back on track
through responsible cuts and reforms.
The Oversight and Government Reform
Committee, of which I am a member,
has already identified numerous dupli-
cative government programs. Yet rath-
er than eliminating these programs,
the government continues to pour
more money into them.

Congressman RYAN’S budget
prioritizes our spending so that we pro-
tect important programs in the long-
term by trimming the waste in govern-
ment.

——————

BAN ON KNIVES

(Ms. HAHN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. HAHN. Mr. Speaker, 11 years ago
our Nation experienced unimaginable
loss caused by the terrorist attacks on
September 11. Let us not forget that
the terrorists overtook planes using
simple box cutters, which were allowed
on board at the time.

TSA’s recent decision to now lift the
ban on knives on aircraft is shockingly
irresponsible and reckless. Why make
this potentially deadly decision when
this policy has been keeping our Na-
tion safer for years? This is dangerous
for passengers, flight attendants, and
pilots. The airlines, flight attendants,
pil