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he used 6 years ago. I thank Senator
KAINE for helping to lead the effort for
a ban on high-capacity ammunition
magazines such as the ones used at Vir-
ginia Tech and used at Newtown and
used in so many other shootings across
the country over the years. With his
support, I plan to offer a high-capacity
magazine ban, on behalf of Senator
LAUTENBERG, in an amendment to the
gun violence legislation currently be-
fore the Senate.

I am proud to be working with oth-
ers, such as Senator FEINSTEIN, Sen-
ator SCHUMER, and my colleague Sen-
ator MURPHY, in that effort. I encour-
age my colleagues to work with me and
Senator KAINE to pass commonsense
legislation as we mark the tragedy at
Virginia Tech and we remember the
victims of Newtown.

I thank the families of the victims of
these shootings from all across the
country who have come to Washington
over these past days, and indeed weeks,
working so hard and so diligently,
working through their grief and pain,
doing something that is so difficult for
them so others can be spared this pain
and grief.

Many will face difficult votes, per-
haps as early as tomorrow. We have ap-
proached the cusp of these vital and
historic votes. Many of these votes will
be difficult for my colleagues. But as
difficult as they are for them—and for
many whose difficulty I respect—Ilet’s
remember how difficult it has been for
those families of the victims to come
here to look you in the eye as they
have done and say: Let’s now do some-
thing about gun violence. That is what
I heard in the wake of Newtown, as
early as the evening that horrific trag-
edy occurred. Let’s do something about
the guns.

We have the opportunity to do some-
thing about the guns. As Gabby Gif-
fords said to the Judiciary Committee
just weeks ago: Be bold. Be courageous.
America is counting on you.

That is her urging to us. That is our
obligation and our historic oppor-
tunity.

I yield the floor. I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——
HONORING BRITISH PRIME MIN-
ISTER BARONESS MARGARET
THATCHER

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of the
resolution that is at the desk honoring
the life, legacy, and example of British
Prime Minister Baroness Margaret
Thatcher.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lution be agreed to, the preamble be
agreed to, and that the motions to re-
consider be laid upon the table, with no
intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection? Without objection, it is so
ordered.

The resolution (S. Res. 98) was agreed
to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.”’)

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, we
have just agreed to a resolution hon-
oring the late Margaret Thatcher be-
fore her funeral tomorrow. It is our in-
tention for that resolution to be a
statement equal to her legacy. Her
work with Ronald Reagan reinvigo-
rated the North Atlantic Treaty Orga-
nization.

Margaret Thatcher was one of the
most influential and revolutionary fig-
ures of the 20th century, and failing to
name her achievements would do her
memory and legacy a great disservice.
It would be unheard of to commemo-
rate Churchill, for example, and ignore
his heroic role in steering his country-
men through the Battle of Britain, nor
would we think of honoring Lincoln
without mentioning the Civil War.
Doing the right thing when it is not
easy or popular is what defines leader-
ship, and it defined Margaret Thatcher.
It is fitting that the Senate honored
her legacy just a few moments ago.

Margaret Thatcher didn’t just change
a country or give people hope, she
helped alter the course of history. It is
true that she did not just go along to
get along. Had she done so, I am sure
we would have long since forgotten her.

Let’s honor her for all she did. Let’s
acknowledge the enormity of what she
accomplished. Let’s mention her
achievements by name, and the resolu-
tion does that. As I said, we owe Mar-
garet Thatcher a tribute equal to her
legacy.

———————

SAFE COMMUNITIES, SAFE
SCHOOLS ACT OF 2013—Continued

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mrs. BOXER. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms.
BALDWIN). Without objection, it is so
ordered.

Mrs. BOXER. Madam President, I
rise today as a mother, a grandmother,
and a Senator—a Senator whose State
has been touched far too many times
by gun violence, including mass shoot-
ings. I also wish to reiterate my sup-
port for the people of Boston who are
dealing with the aftermath of sense-
less, tragic, and cowardly violence.
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I think I need to put into context
why I have for so long been an advo-
cate of gun safety measures. In Janu-
ary 1989, a gunman stepped onto the
grounds of Cleveland Elementary
School in Stockton, CA. He fired at
least 106 bullets from an AK-47 rifle
across the schoolyard. He killed 5 chil-
dren, ages 6 to 9, and 1 teacher, and he
injured 29 other students before fatally
shooting himself. This horrific crime
led California to enact an assault weap-
ons ban and, of course, we know that
assault weapons ban in California is
still in place. I so appreciate Senator
FEINSTEIN’s leadership in trying to,
once again, authorize at the Federal
level an assault weapons ban.

Californians still remember this
tragedy in Stockton, just as the Nation
will always remember the victims of
the horrific events of Friday, December
14, 2012, at Sandy Hook Elementary
School.

I flash forward to from 1989 and the
Stockton tragedy to a law office in San
Francisco in 1993, where a crazed gun-
man—I remember his name, but I will
not say it—with an assault weapon
killed eight people and wounded six.
One of those people was a brave lawyer
who threw his body over the body of his
wife, sacrificing his own life to save
hers. That young man was one of my
son’s best friends, and I know person-
ally how these horrific and senseless
tragedies live on with the survivors—
the parents, the spouses, the children,
the families, and the friends. It
changes their lives and it pierces their
hearts forever.

I have told you a couple of stories
about California. But let me say this:
Let’s look at what has happened across
this Nation since Sandy Hook. In the
120 days since Sandy Hook, more than
2,200 Americans have been killed by
gun violence. Hardly any place was
spared.

We know there are many, many fire-
arms in America. There are 300 million
firearms in the United States. If you
were to divide that up, that would be
one gun per person, of course. There
are many people who have many, many
guns.

This is a b0-percent increase—the
number of guns in circulation—since
1995, when there were, as I say, about
half that number.

When I go home and I speak about
this—and I write about it—I say: There
are 31,000 reasons why we need to pass
sensible gun laws because—31,000—that
is the number of people who die every
year in America from gun violence.
That is 87 people every single day, on
average.

You look at this: 31,000 people dying
every year from gun violence. So how
do you get a sense of what that is? I
think back. One of the reasons I got
into politics in the first place was the
war in Vietnam and trying to end it,
first as an activist and then, actually,
as an elected leader in my country. I
think about how many people died in
the 10-year war of Vietnam and it was
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