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Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 

commending Skyler Evan Thomas for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

WILL ROARK SENECA HIGH 
SCHOOL WRESTLING 

HON. BILLY LONG 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 24, 2013 

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize Will Roark for winning the Missouri 
Class 1 State wrestling championship in the 
120 pound division. 

The win capped off a commanding season 
for Will, a sophomore who went 54–1 this sea-
son. His record after two seasons stands at 
109–4, a truly impressive record. Will reached 
this level of success through hard work and 
dedication. In his off-season and regular sea-
son matches, he would often choose to wres-
tle opponents in higher weight categories, ac-
cepting the challenge as a way to improve. 

Will was also voted District 2 Class 1 Wres-
tler of the Year. 

Will’s hard work also extends to the class-
room, and the results show: he is a two-time 
Academic All-State scholar. 

This win is a vindication of his efforts. His 
work to improve on the mat and in the class-
room is truly commendable, and I urge my col-
leagues in congratulating Will on his cham-
pionship win. 
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STEERING THROUGH A SEA OF 
CHANGE 

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 24, 2013 

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, on April 16, 2013 
Taiwan’s President Ma Ying-jeou took part in 
a video conference with the Center on Democ-
racy, Development, and the Rule of Law at 
Stanford University in my Congressional Dis-
trict. The event was chaired by former U.S. 
Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice, and fea-
tured a panel including the Center’s Director 
Dr. Larry Diamond, Dr. Francis Fukuyama, 
and retired Admiral Gary Roughead. After 
opening greetings by Secretary Rice, Presi-
dent Ma delivered an address entitled ‘‘Steer-
ing through a Sea of Change’’ which follows. 

Steering through a Sea of Change— 
Speech by President Ma Ying-jeou, Re-
public of China (Taiwan), Video Con-
ference With Center on Democracy, De-
velopment, and the Rule of Law, Stan-
ford University—April 16, 2013 

I. OPENING REMARKS 
Professor (Condoleezza) Rice, Professor 

(Larry) Diamond, Professor (Francis) 
Fukuyama, Admiral (Gary) Roughead, dis-
tinguished guests, faculty members and stu-
dents of Stanford University, ladies and gen-
tlemen: Good evening! 

It’s your evening now, but it’s our morning 
here in Taipei. Before I start, I want to pay 
my deep condolences to the victims of the 
explosion that happened at the Boston Mara-
thon on Monday. My prayers and thoughts 

are with their family members. In the mean-
time, I also strongly condemn the violence 
on behalf of the government of the Republic 
of China (Taiwan). Let’s start. 

It is a great pleasure to address my friends 
at Stanford University this evening. Stan-
ford University has long been a distinguished 
center of learning. Under the guidance of 
Professor Diamond, the Center on Democ-
racy, Development, and the Rule of Law, 
through the Journal of Democracy, has made 
incomparable contributions to the study of 
democracy. Since Taiwan represents a shin-
ing example of how democracy can take root 
in the Chinese-speaking world, it is only fit-
ting to join you today for this video-
conference. 

II. CHANGES IN EAST ASIA 
Since I took office as President of the Re-

public of China in 2008, the geopolitical situ-
ation in East Asia has undergone tremen-
dous change. Five years ago, there were two 
flash points: the Korean Peninsula and the 
Taiwan Strait. Today, the Korean Peninsula 
is at an unprecedented level of tension: 
North Korea has conducted a third nuclear 
test explosion, and in the aftermath of the 
resulting UN sanctions continues its saber 
rattling, even claiming that it has abrogated 
the 1953 Armistice Agreement that ended Ko-
rean War fighting 60 years ago. In contrast, 
tensions in the Taiwan Strait have been 
greatly reduced, and relations between Tai-
wan and mainland China continue to ad-
vance toward peace and prosperity. 

This does not necessarily mean, however, 
that only one potential source of instability 
remains in East Asia. Geopolitical competi-
tion in both the East China Sea and the 
South China Sea is growing more intense 
even as the drive toward regional economic 
integration continues. In addition, three of 
the major players in East Asia—mainland 
China, South Korea and Japan—have 
changed leadership in the last eight months, 
while here in Taiwan, I was elected to a sec-
ond term of office early last year. 

Thus, amidst the uncertainty resulting 
from such changes, the Republic of China on 
Taiwan remains firmly committed to fos-
tering peace and stability, and is a strong 
proponent of the liberal values cherished by 
democracies worldwide. It is against this 
backdrop that I would like to discuss how 
my administration has steered Taiwan 
through this sea of change. 

III. HOW CROSS-STRAIT RAPPROCHEMENT WAS 
ACHIEVED 

I decided to seek rapprochement with 
mainland China long before I took office in 
2008. To ensure peace in the Taiwan Strait 
after some sixty tumultuous years, my ad-
ministration had to meet both the chal-
lenges of establishing mutual trust between 
the two sides of the Taiwan Strait and of re-
building Taiwan’s strength so that peace 
could be guaranteed. 

From the start, the ‘‘1992 Consensus’’ was a 
critical anchoring point for Taiwan and 
mainland China to find common ground on 
the otherwise intractable issue of ‘‘one 
China.’’ The consensus, reached between the 
two sides in 1992, established a common un-
derstanding of ‘‘one China with respective 
interpretations’’. With this understanding as 
the foundation, my administration designed 
a number of modus operandi that broadly de-
fined how Taiwan would pursue peace and 
prosperity with mainland China. These in-
cluded iteration of the ‘‘Three No’s’’—‘‘No 
Unification, No Independence, and No Use of 
Force’’—under the framework of the Repub-
lic of China Constitution. This formulation, 
grounded de jure in the 1947 Constitution of 
the Republic of China, sets clear parameters 
for how both parties can work to move the 
relationship forward in a positive direction 

without misunderstandings or hidden agen-
das, so as to build mutual trust and achieve 
mutual benefit for the people on either side 
of the Taiwan Strait. 

‘‘Beating swords into ploughshares’’ re-
quires pragmatism and the wisdom to re-
main focused on what can be accomplished in 
spite of past differences. So we then called 
for ‘‘mutual non-recognition of sovereignty, 
mutual non-denial of governing authority’’ 
allowing both sides to pursue substantive ex-
changes without being derailed by disagree-
ments over sovereignty issues. 

We also spelled out clearly to the other 
side, as well as to the Taiwan public, how we 
intended to proceed with the cross-strait dia-
logue. The priority of issues for the two sides 
to address would be ‘‘pressing matters before 
less pressing ones, easy matters before dif-
ficult ones, and economic matters before po-
litical ones’’. My administration firmly be-
lieved in setting a clear agenda from the 
start, to prevent the cross-strait dialogue 
being bogged down by intractable issues 
when we could see that agreement might be 
found on many others. The goal is to build 
mutual trust which is fundamental for long- 
term progress in developing a peaceful cross- 
strait relationship. I firmly believe that this 
‘‘building-blocks’’ approach is the only way 
to achieve lasting peace in the Taiwan 
Strait. 

The result of this is 18 agreements con-
cluded between Taiwan and mainland China 
over the past five years, covering such issues 
as direct flights, tourism, economic coopera-
tion, intellectual property rights, nuclear 
safety, and mutual judicial assistance. Let 
me just give you an example of how things 
stand now. Five years ago, there were no 
scheduled flights between Taiwan and the 
mainland. Now there are 616 scheduled 
flights per week. Five years ago, 274,000 
mainland people visited Taiwan. In 2012, 
there were 2.5 million people. When the 
SARS epidemic first broke out in 2003, main-
land China completely ignored Taiwan’s 
needs and concerns. But when the H7N9 
avian flu struck recently, public health ex-
perts from both sides began working to-
gether to check its spread. 

Over the next three years, the two sides 
are expected to complete negotiations on 
trade in services and trade in goods under 
the 2010 Economic Cooperation Framework 
Agreement (ECFA). Both sides will also 
greatly expand the level of educational and 
cultural exchanges. For example, the number 
of students from mainland China studying in 
Taiwan, which currently is 17,000 a year, is 
expected to rise, and there will be more 
cross-strait cultural cooperation. Each side 
also intends to set up offices in major cities 
on the other side to take better care of the 
7 million people and over 160 billion US dol-
lars’ worth of goods and services that moved 
across the Taiwan Strait last year alone. As 
a result, cross-strait relations are now the 
most stable and peaceful that they have been 
in over 60 years. 

IV. TAIWAN’S ENHANCED INTERNATIONAL 
PRESENCE 

As cross-strait relations continue to de-
velop peacefully, Taiwan is gaining an en-
hanced international presence. The clear pa-
rameters articulated by my administration 
as we began resumption of the cross-strait 
dialogue counter any mistaken attempt to 
link Taiwan’s greater international partici-
pation to an agenda of ‘‘two Chinas,’’ ‘‘one 
China, one Taiwan,’’ or ‘‘Taiwan Independ-
ence.’’ Taiwan today strives to conduct itself 
as a responsible stakeholder, that is, as a 
facilitator of peace, a provider of humani-
tarian aid, a promoter of cultural exchanges, 
a creator of new technology and business op-
portunity, and the standard bearer of Chi-
nese culture. 
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