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who risk their career to protect the
public welfare. This bill makes essen-
tial changes to ensure that workers are
protected, including lengthening
OSHA'’s 30-day statute of limitation for
whistleblowers, providing for reinstate-
ment while the legal process unfolds
for cases with an initial finding of
merit and giving the worker the right
to file their own claim in court if the
government does not investigate the
claim in a timely manner.

The bill also strengthens criminal
and civil penalties that, at present, are
too weak to protect workers. Under
current law, an employer may be
charged—at most—with a misdemeanor
when a willful violation of OSHA leads
to a worker’s death. Under the Robert
C. Byrd Mine and Workplace Safety
Act of 2013, felony charges are avail-
able for an employer’s repeated and
willful violations of OSHA that result
in a worker’s death or serious injury.
The bill also updates OSHA civil pen-
alties—which have been unchanged
since 1990—and sets a minimum pen-
alty of $50,000 for a worker’s death
caused by a willful violation.

In addition to toughening sanctions
for employers who needlessly expose
their employees to risk, the bill makes
sure that the government is responsive
to workers when investigating charges.
It guarantees victims the right to meet
with the person investigating the
claim, to be notified of and receive cop-
ies of reports or citations issued in the
investigation, and to be notified of and
have the right to appear at proceedings
related to their case. Victims of retal-
iation should not suffer the double in-
dignity of being ignored by government
officials charged with protecting them.

I hope that my colleagues on both
sides of the aisle will support the Rob-
ert C. Byrd Mine and Workplace Safety
Act of 2013. This important bill would
take a tremendous step forward for
mine safety and could ultimately save
the lives of thousands of hard-working
Americans.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 109—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE THAT THE UNITED
STATES SHOULD LEAVE NO
MEMBER OF THE ARMED
FORCES UNACCOUNTED FOR

DURING THE DRAWDOWN OF
FORCES IN AFGHANISTAN

Mr. TOOMEY (for himself, Mr.
CASEY, and Mr. MCCONNELL) submitted
the following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Armed
Services:

S. RES. 109

Whereas the United States is a country of
great honor and integrity;

Whereas the United States has made a sa-
cred promise to members of the Armed
Forces who are deployed overseas in defense
of this country that their sacrifice and serv-
ice will never be forgotten; and
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Whereas the United States can never
thank the proud members of the Armed
Forces enough for what they do for this
country on a daily basis: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) believes that abandoning the search ef-
forts for members of the Armed Forces who
are missing or captured in the line of duty
now or in the future is unacceptable;

(2) believes that the United States has a re-
sponsibility to keep the promises made to
members of the Armed Forces who risk their
lives on a daily basis on behalf of the people
of the United States;

(3) supports the United States Soldier’s
Creed and the Warrior Ethos, which state
that “I will never leave a fallen comrade’’;
and

(4) believes that, while the United States
continues to transition leadership roles in
combat operations in Afghanistan to the
people of Afghanistan, the United States
must continue to fulfill these important
promises to any member of the Armed
Forces who is in a missing status or captured
as a result of service in Afghanistan now or
in the future.

——————

SENATE RESOLUTION 110—TO PRE-
VENT THE CREATION OF DUPLI-
CATIVE AND OVERLAPPING FED-
ERAL PROGRAMS

Mr. COBURN (for himself and Mr.
UDALL of Colorado) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on Rules and Admin-
istration:

Resolved,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This resolution may be cited as the ‘‘Pre-
venting Duplicative and Overlapping Govern-
ment Programs Resolution”.

SEC. 2. REPORTED LEGISLATION.

Paragraph 11 of rule XXVI of the Standing
Rules of the Senate is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (c), by striking ‘‘and
(b)”” and inserting ‘‘(b), and (c)’’;

(2) by redesignating subparagraph (c) and
subparagraph (d); and

(3) by inserting after subparagraph (b) the
following:

‘‘(c) The report accompanying each bill or
joint resolution of a public character re-
ported by any committee (including the
Committee on Appropriations and the Com-
mittee on the Budget) shall contain—

‘(1) an analysis by the Congressional Re-
search Service to determine if the bill or
joint resolution creates any new Federal pro-
gram, office, or initiative that would dupli-
cate or overlap any existing Federal pro-
gram, office, or initiative with similar mis-
sion, purpose, goals, or activities along with
a listing of all of the overlapping or duplica-
tive Federal program or programs, office or
offices, or initiative or initiatives; and

‘“(2) an explanation provided by the com-
mittee as to why the creation of each new
program, office, or initiative is necessary if
a similar program or programs, office or of-
fices, or initiative or initiatives already
exist.”.

SEC. 3. CONSIDERATION OF LEGISLATION.

Rule XVII of the Standing Rules of the
Senate is amended by inserting at the end
thereof the following:

“6. (a) It shall not be in order in the Senate
to proceed to any bill or joint resolution un-
less the committee of jurisdiction has pre-
pared and posted on the committee website
an overlapping and duplicative programs
analysis and explanation for the bill or joint
resolution as described in subparagraph (b)
prior to proceeding.
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‘“(b) The analysis and explanation required
by this subparagraph shall contain—

‘(1) an analysis by the Congressional Re-
search Service to determine if the bill or
joint resolution creates any new Federal pro-
gram, office, or initiative that would dupli-
cate or overlap any existing Federal pro-
gram, office, or initiative with similar mis-
sion, purpose, goals, or activities along with
a listing of all of the overlapping or duplica-
tive Federal program or programs, office or
offices, or initiative or initiatives; and

‘“(2) an explanation provided by the com-
mittee as to why the creation of each new
program, office, or initiative is necessary if
a similar program or programs, office or of-
fices, or initiative or initiatives already
exist.

‘‘(c) This paragraph may be waived by joint
agreement of the Majority Leader and the
Minority Leader of the Senate upon their
certification that such waiver is necessary as
a result of—

‘(1) a significant disruption to Senate fa-
cilities or to the availability of the Internet;
or

‘(2) an emergency as determined by the
leaders.”.

——
SENATE RESOLUTION 111—SUP-
PORTING THE GOALS AND
IDEALS OF NATIONAL SAFE

DIGGING MONTH

Mr. REID (for Mr. LAUTENBERG (for
himself, Mr. ROCKEFELLER, Mr. THUNE,
and Mr. BLUNT)) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:

S. REs. 111

Whereas each year, the underground util-
ity infrastructure of the United States, in-
cluding pipelines, electric, gas, tele-
communications, water, sewer, and cable tel-
evision lines, is jeopardized by unintentional
damage caused by those who fail to have un-
derground lines located prior to digging;

Whereas some utility lines are buried only
a few inches underground, making the lines
easy to strike, even during shallow digging
projects;

Whereas digging prior to locating under-
ground utility lines often results in unin-
tended consequences, such as service inter-
ruption, environmental damage, personal in-
jury, and even death;

Whereas the month of April marks the be-
ginning of the peak period during which ex-
cavation projects are carried out around the
United States;

Whereas in 2002, Congress required the De-
partment of Transportation and the Federal
Communications Commission to establish a
3-digit, nationwide, toll-free number to be
used by State ‘‘One Call” systems to provide
information on underground utility lines;

Whereas in 2005, the Federal Communica-
tions Commission designated ‘811 as the
nationwide ‘““One Call” number for home-
owners and excavators to use to obtain infor-
mation on underground utility lines before
conducting excavation activities;

Whereas ‘“‘One Call” has helped reduce the
number of digging damages caused by failure
to call before digging from 48 percent in 2004
to 26 percent in 2011;

Whereas the 1,600 members of the Common
Ground Alliance, who are dedicated to ensur-
ing public safety, environmental protection,
and the integrity of services, promote the
national ‘‘Call Before You Dig”’ campaign to
increase public awareness about the impor-
tance of homeowners and excavators calling
811 to find out the exact location of under-
ground lines;
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