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After Fansler departed for the bench,
Stokes put together the highly successful
firm that has become Stokes, Williams,
Sharp & Davies.
In 2004, he took on something that he calls
‘‘a serious miscalculation,’’ running against
state Rep. Jamie Hagood for state Senate
and losing badly.
‘‘I’d suffered a pretty serious injury the
year before in a fall-down, and I decided that
life is short and you better grab it fast. I had
some people encouraging me, and a lot of
great help and I’d always wanted to serve in
that capacity.
‘‘But I ran an inept campaign. I wish I
hadn’t gotten beat quite so badly and I let a
lot of good people down, but otherwise I’ve
moved on.’’
And then he grinned:
‘‘Tim Hutchison got beat worse.’’
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Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I
proudly pause to recognize Christopher Seward. Christopher is a very special young man
who has exemplified the finest qualities of citizenship and leadership by taking an active
part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 376,
and earning the most prestigious award of
Eagle Scout.
Christopher has been very active with his
troop, participating in many scout activities.
Over the many years Christopher has been involved with scouting, he has not only earned
numerous merit badges, but also the respect
of his family, peers, and community. Most notably, Christopher has contributed to his community through his Eagle Scout project.
Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in
commending Christopher Seward for his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of America and for his efforts put forth in achieving the
highest distinction of Eagle Scout.
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Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to raise awareness of an issue that harmfully
affects many individuals both in my district and
throughout the United States. April represents
Sexual Assault Awareness Month, which was
instituted as a means to spread the word
about the frequency and aftermath of sexual
assault, as well as to garner support for community programs focused on prevention.
April 26th marks the 2nd Annual ‘‘Wear Teal
to Work Day,’’ an event organized by the Network of Victim’s Assistance (NOVA), a community group located in my district with a mission to support, counsel, and empower victims
of sexual assault. Several businesses and organizations throughout Pennsylvania have
readily agreed to endorse this initiative, and I
applaud them for their contributions.
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MEDICAL LEAVE INCLUSION ACT
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Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York.
Mr. Speaker, it is time to bring our nation’s
federal workplace policies into the 21st Century. Signed into law 20 years ago this past
February, the Family and Medical Leave Act
(FMLA) provides protections to almost 60 percent of the American workforce. This means
approximately 90 million workers are covered
and eligible for leave under current FMLA policies that allow for up to 12 weeks of unpaid
leave from work to care for a new baby or to
care for a spouse, child under age 18, or parent who has a serious health condition. While
this leave has provided critical work protections to individuals in times of great need, this
landmark law does not go far enough in accommodating our modern workforce and families.
Polls related to recent cases before the Supreme Court show that more and more Americans support marriage equality and recognize
the need to extend federal rights and privileges to all American families. With that goal
in mind, I am introducing the Family and Medical Leave Inclusion Act that will allow same
sex spouses and partners, grandparents, and
other loved ones eligible to take family and
medical leave to care for a sick family member. Under current federal law, such individuals do not qualify for FMLA, making it impossible for some employees to be with their
loved ones during times of medical need.
Almost 600 employers, including more than
two hundred fortune 500 companies, several
states, the District of Columbia, and some
local jurisdictions have extended these protections to individuals not originally included in
the original Family and Medical Leave Act.
The legislation I am introducing today would
allow an employee to take unpaid leave from
work if his or her same-sex spouse or domestic partner has a serious health condition. It
also permits employees to take FMLA to care
for a parent-in-law, adult child, sibling, grandchild or grandparent if that person has a serious health condition. Additionally, given repeal
of don’t ask don’t tell, this legislation includes
domestic partners of service members as permissible candidates for FMLA.
I thank Senator RICHARD DURBIN for introducing this legislation on the Senate side as
well as my colleagues who have signed on as
original supporters. I urge swift passage of this
bill.
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Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, this week marked
the 98th anniversary of the Armenian genocide.
I have long been a cosponsor of a resolution introduced in multiple sessions of Congress which reaffirms the United States record
on the Armenian genocide.
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The Armenian genocide, in which 1.5 million
perished, is widely recognized as the 20th
century’s first genocide. Raphael Lemkin, the
Jewish legal scholar who coined the word
genocide and tirelessly advocated for international law defining it and preventing it, was
driven largely by what happened to the Armenians.
Since that time, the world has witnessed
unfathomable horrors during the Nazi-perpetrated Holocaust and subsequent genocides
in Bosnia, Cambodia, Rwanda and Sudan.
And too often, the world has been silent in the
face of such brutality despite claims of ‘‘Never
Again.’’
In fact, Sudanese president Omar Bashir,
an
internationally-indicted
war
criminal
charged with genocide and crimes against humanity, continues to travel the globe with virtual impunity.
Adolph Hitler, in describing his murderous
plans and seeking to silence those with reservations, famously said, ‘‘Who, after all,
speaks today of the annihilation of the Armenians?’’
There is power in speaking the truth, even
about atrocities that occurred nearly a century
ago, so that others with evil aims will not be
empowered by our silence.
Sadly President Obama, despite his campaign promises, has once again failed to characterize the brutal slaughter of one and half
million people as genocide.
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Mr. STIVERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
congratulate the citizens of Norwich Township,
located in Franklin County, on their bicentennial anniversary.
Though the first pioneers west of the Scioto
River and South of Hayden Run arrived in
1807, the Township was not officially founded
until 1813—a year after the City of Columbus,
56 years before the City of Hilliard was incorporated, and 10 years after Ohio was admitted
into the union.
Norwich Township boasts a rich history. The
township’s one-room schoolhouse known as
‘‘Smiley’s Grove’’ opened in 1814, and by
1878 the school system was fully integrated.
In fact, many early settlers in Norwich were
emancipated slaves.
One of the largest limestone deposits in the
world can be found in the southeast corner of
Norwich, bringing scores of jobs to the area at
the turn of the century.
Wesley Chapel Methodist Church is a historical landmark in the township. It was organized in 1832, and a public cemetery was
added on adjacent to the church in 1836. This
fall, citizens will celebrate their bicentennial
anniversary with a historical walk beginning at
the cemetery.
Mr. Speaker, I would like all Members of
Congress to join me in congratulating Norwich
Township and its residents as they celebrate
their bicentennial anniversary.
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