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what we have witnessed lately. We
have gone from extreme droughts in
the Midwest to now blizzards in April.
For agriculture producers, these ex-
tremes are more than an inconven-
ience. Whether it is an extended
drought that dries out crops or a bliz-
zard that endangers a herd of cattle,
weather disasters can mean the dif-
ference between a family operation
that is able to make it through another
year or a family operation that ends
forever.

When faced with weather-related dis-
asters, I know that it is essential for
our farmers and ranchers to have im-
mediate assistance to keep their oper-
ations running. We have a national se-
curity interest in being able to produce
our own food in this country. The in-
stance we depend on another country
to feed our people is the instance that
we completely let them control us and
our future. A farm bill not only pro-
vides a safety net for us, it keeps us
safe. We need to keep our farmers on
the land in good times and in bad
times.

Budgeting for these programs
through the farm bill process is much
more responsible than doing what has
been done in the past, such as passing
large, ad hoc disaster assistance pack-
ages, which is what Congress often
ends up doing year after year if these
programs are not in place and are not
funded. Often these disaster programs
could be spent at a deficit level rather
than responsibly being budgeted for.

One of the situations we don’t talk
about very often is how the dynamics
have changed in the farming industry.
It is simply not possible for farmers
and ranchers to continue to operate
without having access to credit. The
only way they have access to credit a
lot of times is because of dependence
on crop insurance and somewhat of a
farm safety net.

Next week, the House Agriculture
Committee plans to mark up the farm
bill. We need this House to act. We
need them to get a farm bill done, one
that will support both rural and urban
America. We cannot accept another ex-
tension this year. We must pass a long-
term bill to give certainty to our pro-
ducers and to guarantee our Nation’s
food supply.

—————

MATTIE RIPKOWSKI—TEXAS
MOTHER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. POE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, Sun-
day is Mother’s Day where we honor
our Nation’s mothers. My mom is still
alive. I got to know my grandmothers,
both of them, until they died in their
nineties, and my three daughters all
have children.

But I want to talk about a mother
that most Americans probably have
never ever heard of. Her name was
Mattie Ripkowski. Let me tell you a
little bit about her and her family.
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She was a first-generation American-
born Polish immigrant. Back in the
1800s, the Polish community came into
Texas through the Port of Galveston.
They settled there while Texas was an
independent country. In fact, some
Poles fought at the Battle of San
Jacinto where Texas won its independ-
ence from Mexico in 1836.
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Mattie Olbrich was born in 1896 in
Texas. At the age of 17, she married
Stash Ripkowski—both newlyweds—
another small-town guy from New Wa-
verly, Texas. They started raising a
family, Mattie and Stash. And after
several years, this was their family.
Yes, Mattie Ripkowski had 16 chil-
dren—4 daughters and 12 sons. They
were all born by natural childbirth
with a midwife, except one. This whole
family lived in southeast Texas on a
small, 200-acre farm mnear Dayton,
Texas.

Mattie—the mother, the wife—made
sure that during the Depression all the
kids never went hungry. She taught
them the basics of life: true grit, a
work ethic, a belief in the Almighty.
They worked hard, everything from
picking cotton to tending to animals to
hauling corn. And every child was ex-
pected to do their work on the farm,
which was self-sufficient.

When two of the Ripkowski boys got
to be in high school, they were excel-
lent football players. And you know,
Mr. Speaker, Texas is known for its
football teams all the way back to the
1800s. Two of them were so good that
the local high school football coach,
who knew that they had to work on the
farm, had the school hire two farmers
to take the sons’ place and work the
farm. Then the two high school foot-
ball stars could play for Dayton High
School. Dayton is a small Texas town
that loves football. The 5,500 people
there that go to Friday night football,
the stadium seats more than the entire
town population.

But anyway, back to the RipkowsKis.
They never missed a meal. In fact,
Mattie was so adamant about family
that they all ate together three times
a day. Now, can you imagine preparing
a table three times a day for 18 peo-
ple—16 of them kids and 12 of them
sons?

As the Depression ended, World War
II came. And as World War II came,
Mattie, having taught her kids service
to America, all 12 of her sons joined the
United States military. They served in
all branches of the military. They
served either in World War II or Korea,
or both.

Every night, Mattie would write one
of them a letter. She would say the Ro-
sary every night for all 12. She would
pray for all of her sons. Miraculously,
all 12 of her sons who went to war for
America came back. There has never
been another family with that many
sons from the same parents who joined
the United States military. She in-
stilled in them those important values
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of country, God, and family. The
Ripkowski family is quite a remark-
able clan of Texans.

Mrs. Ripkowski—Mattie, as they
called her—her kids grew up to all
marry. She knew all of their spouses
and many of her grandchildren and
great-grandchildren. The fruits of
Mattie Ripkowski’s labor produced
honest, hardworking, God-fearing pa-
triots.

One test of motherhood, Mr. Speaker,
is how a mother’s kids turn out. Well,
Mattie passed the test 16 times with
her 16 children. They all turned out to
be wonderful people. In fact, six of
them are still alive. I had the oppor-
tunity recently at a dedication where
we honored a Vietnam veteran who re-
ceived the Medal of Honor by naming a
post office for him. Some of her kids
came to that ceremony. The youngest,
Anna Lee Campbell, who is now 80, and
I talked about her family, about
Mattie, about growing up with this re-
markable woman. And she showed me
numerous photographs of their family.

I was also there with one of the sons,
Mike, who talked about their family,
Polish immigrants, and how they have
all turned out to be successful and how
they fought for America. Before the
conversation was over with Mike I
asked him, ‘“What did you call your
mother all those many years?’”’ He said,
“Well, of course I called her mama, and
I also called her ma’am.”” No kidding.

Remarkable lady, Mattie Ripkowski.
We honor her and all of America’s
mothers this Sunday for their lives and
dedication to motherhood.

And that’s just the way it is.

————
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 44
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

————
0 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Eternal God, we give You thanks for
giving us another day.

Once again we come to You to ask
wisdom, patience, peace, and under-
standing for the Members of this peo-
ple’s House.

We ask discernment for the Members,
that they might judge anew their ad-
herence to principle, conviction, and
commitment, lest they slide unchari-
tably toward an inability to listen to
one another and work cooperatively to
solve the important issues of our day.
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