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Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
before you today to honor Dr. John and Mrs.
Gwen Sloop on the occasion of their retire-
ment after 27 years of devoted service to First
Presbyterian Church.

As senior pastor of First Presbyterian
Church of Harrisonburg, Virginia, Dr. Sloop is
a true spiritual leader dedicated to his flock. A
powerful preacher, he is a man “on fire” for
Jesus. He has been a champion for global
missions and has lead dozens of others to fol-
low him into the missionary field. He has been
actively involved in Presbyterians for Renewal,
the Presbyterian Coalition, the Confessing
Church movement and has served on the
board of the Presbyterian Outreach Founda-
tion.

Mrs. Sloop has earned a reputation for her
selflessness and kindness, routinely dem-
onstrated by her outstanding work with chil-
dren. Along with her husband, she attended
Gordon-Conwell Seminary in Boston before
transferring to Columbia Seminary in Atlanta,
graduating in 1973. For 13 years they served
the growing congregation of the Lithonia Pres-
byterian Church in the suburbs of Atlanta.

The Sloops are passionate about seeing the
Presbyterian Church renewed and growing
again. Under their stewardship, First Pres-
byterian has grown to more than 1,100 mem-
bers and more than 500 attendees for Sunday
services since they were called there in 1986.
They are loving parents to three children and
devoted grandparents to five grandchildren.

| have had the privilege of attending First
Presbyterian Church under the direction of Dr.
and Mrs. Sloop. | know them to be dearly be-
loved by the entire congregation. Though they
will be truly missed, we know they will con-
tinue to inspire many more followers, just as
they have inspired my family and me.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you join with me
today to recognize Dr. and Mrs. Sloop. Their
generosity and commitment to leaving this
world better than they found it is an inspiration
to us all and deserving of the utmost gratitude.
It is with great pride that | congratulate them
on their retirement and wish them continued
success and happiness in the next chapter of
their lives together.

——
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Mr. BOUSTANY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to commemorate the service of the Antoine
and Emma Dugas Family, who selflessly
served as aircraft spotters during World War I
in Iberia Parish, Louisiana. Their dedication to
country, spending countless hours watching
the skies of our Gulf Coast as a first line of
defense against an aerial assault, deserves
our thanks and recognition.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

Emma and Antoine Dugas moved from the
Atchafalaya Basin area to Lake Dauterive, Ibe-
ria Parish, in 1927 following the great floods
that predated our Louisiana levee system. At
the advent of the war, due to the rural, iso-
lated location of their home, the family was
approached by the U.S. Army Air Force to
serve as aircraft spotters. This required study-
ing and memorizing various types of aircraft
by sight, filling out reports of their surveillance
and calling in any observations of aircraft they
might spot in the skies. The family faithfully
carried out this duty from June 24, 1943 until
the war’'s end in 1945.

Until now, Antoine and Emma Dugas, and
their children, Claude “Nook” Dugas, Mabel
“Pie” Broussard, Melba “Eunice” Dugas
Verret, Antoine “Tan” Dugas, Jr., and John
Gabriel “Creed” Dugas, have received no spe-
cial recognition for their service. Today | would
like to take the opportunity to recognize and
thank these citizens for their service and hold
them up as an example of sacrifice and dedi-
cation in service of our country.

This month, on May 19, 2013, the Dugas
family will come together at Lake Fausse
Pointe State Park—significant due to its ap-
proximate location as a midpoint between the
Bayou Chene area where the family lived in
the basin, and the Lake Dauterive area where
the family moved to build their first home on
land. As they remember their family history,
we thank them for their service and commend
them on a job well done.

————
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Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of California. Mr.
Speaker, today, the Discovery Science Center
in Santa Ana, California will be presented with
the 2013 National Medal for Museum and Li-
brary Service by the Institute of Museum and
Library Services.

In recognition of their outstanding public
service and dedicated community outreach to
the families, schools and residents of Orange
County, the Discovery Science Center will be
given one of our nation’s highest honors in the
area of arts and humanities.

The Discovery Science Center exemplifies
the innovative ways in which a museum can
strengthen our communities and foster the
creative and educational integrity in our youth.
The humanities are an important part of our
national fabric and institutions like the Dis-
covery Science Center are inspiring, educating
and leading our nation’s future.

Congratulations Discovery Science Center
and thank you for making Orange County
proud.

May 8, 2013
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Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, | would like
to recognize the National MPS Society for
their 38 years of supporting families while
searching for cures for this genetic disease.
Mucopolysaccharidosis or MPS is a group of
genetically determined lysosomal storage dis-
eases that render the human body incapable
of producing certain enzymes needed to break
down complex carbohydrates. The damage
caused by MPS on a cellular level adversely
affects the body and damages the heart, res-
piratory system, bones, internal organs, and
central nervous system. MPS often results in
intellectual disabilities, short stature, corneal
damage, joint stiffness, loss of mobility,
speech and hearing impairment, heart dis-
ease, hyperactivity, chronic respiratory prob-
lems, and, most importantly, a drastically
shortened life span. Symptoms of MPS are
usually not apparent at birth and without treat-
ment; the life expectancy of an individual af-
fected begins to decrease at a very early
stage in their life. Research towards com-
bating MPS has resulted in the development
of limited treatments for some of the MPS dis-
eases.

| ask my colleagues and their staff to join
me in recognizing May 15, 2013 as National
MPS Awareness Day. This is an important
time during which the MPS disease commu-
nity will help increase the awareness of this
devastating disease, as well as supporting re-
search to improve treatments, find cures and
receive early diagnosis. The MPS families are
encouraged to reflect and support each other
and to reach out to those families who have
lost loved ones to MPS. By wearing their pur-
ple ribbons and sharing these ribbons within
their community, they are increasing public
awareness about this disease. This date is
also the start of the National MPS Run/Walk
season along with other local community ac-
tivities to raise awareness along with money
for research and for family assistance pro-
grams. | commend the National MPS Society
and their many volunteers for an unwavering
commitment to bring about awareness of this
disease and to continue to advocate for fed-
eral legislation to streamline the regulatory
processes and to speed effective treatments
and cures for their loved ones. More must be
done to find cures and effective treatments,
but let us reflect on the importance of this day.
| ask that all of my colleagues join me in com-
memorating National MPS Awareness Day.

———

INTRODUCTION OF THE VETERANS
HOME LOAN REFINANCE OPPOR-
TUNITY ACT OF 2013
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Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to introduce the Veterans Home Loan

Refinance Opportunity Act of 2013. This bipar-
tisan legislation improves the federal Qualified
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