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Ellis Palmer, USN and the late Katherine
Hooker Palmer. His mother was the grand-
daughter of Civil War Colonel George W.
Hooker, an Antietam Medal of Honor winner of
the 4th Vermont Volunteers who was later ap-
pointed Assistant Adjutant General of Union
Army Volunteers by President Lincoln. Not
long after Mr. Palmer’s birth, his father left to
take command of the submarine USS Pollack,
which operated in the Pacific theater and
served in several dangerous missions in Japa-
nese waters.

America—and the world—will miss Mark.
But as my colleagues on both sides of the
aisle know—Mark’s legacy will be with us for
years and generations to come. When men
and women escape the chains of 21st century
oppression, they will be in Mark Palmer’s debt
as we, his friends, will forever be.

Finally, in rising to celebrate Mark | rise as
well to celebrate his cherished partner in all
that he accomplished during his distinguished
career—his wife of 47 years, Dr. Sushma
Palmer.

——————

TRIBUTE TO MICKEY EDWARDS
HON. TODD ROKITA

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 8, 2013

Mr. ROKITA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and salute a remarkable American,
Mickey Edwards, who has been elected to the
American Academy of Arts and Sciences in
recognition of his excellence in journalism,
public affairs, and communication.

An Ohio native, Mr. Edwards has achieved
continued success throughout his long career
as a public servant. After receiving his edu-
cation from the University of Oklahoma and
Oklahoma City University School of Law, he
began his career in news media and public re-
lations. He was later elected to represent the
5th Congressional District of Oklahoma for six-
teen years and was a senior member of the
House Republican leadership. He served as
Chairman of the Republican Policy Committee,
was a member of both the House Appropria-
tions and Budget Committees, and was the
ranking member of the House Subcommittee
on Foreign Operations. After leaving Con-
gress, he taught government and public policy
at Harvard’s Kennedy School of Government,
Harvard Law School, and Georgetown Univer-
sity’s Public Policy Institute.

Mr. Edwards is a widely respected columnist
and contributor whose work has appeared in
news outlets including the Chicago Tribune,
Los Angeles Times, San Francisco Examiner,
the New York Times, Wall Street Journal, and
The Washington Post, He is the author of two
books, the co-author of a third, and has con-
tributed chapters to several more publications.

Mr. Edwards has chaired several task forces
for the Brookings Institution, the Council on
Foreign Relations, and the Constitution
Project. He has also been an adviser to the
U.S. Department of State and is a member of
the Princeton Project on National Security. He
is currently a lecturer at Princeton University’s
Woodrow Wilson School of Public and Inter-
national Affairs, is a vice president of the
Aspen Institute, and is director of the Insti-
tute’s Aspen-Rodel Fellowships in Public
Leadership program. | came to know, like, and
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respect Mr. Edwards through the Aspen-Rodel
program.

Mr. Edwards’ impressive resume does not
fully encompass the accomplishments of this
extraordinary man. He continues to fight for
cooperation between parties and for placing
national interest ahead of political gain, en-
couraging and educating young Americans on
the benefits of civil discourse and com-
promise. A man worthy of professional acco-
lades and personal respect, Mr. Edwards is
truly committed to his family, his community
and his country. His is an example we should
all strive to emulate. | am privileged to call him
a friend and salute him for this tremendous
and well-deserved honor.

———

YOM YERUSHALAYIM, JERUSALEM
DAY

HON. LOIS FRANKEL

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 8, 2013

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 46
years ago today lIsrael liberated its capital city
of Jerusalem during the Six-Day War, allowing
Jews for the first time in decades to visit Juda-
ism’s holiest site, the Western Wall. That is
why Jews across my home District in South
Florida today are celebrating Yom
Yerushalayim, Jerusalem Day.

In synagogues and community centers from
Palm Beach, to Boca Raton, to Ft. Lauder-
dale, and indeed around the world, Jews are
rejoicing with song, dance, and prayer, while
also commemorating the solemn sacrifice of
hundreds of Israeli soldiers whose lives were
cut short in the Battle for Jerusalem.

Jerusalem has been the heart of the Jewish
people for thousands of years. Through cen-
turies of exile, Jerusalem remained the focal
point of Jewish aspiration. In fact, Jews have
always prayed toward the Western Wall re-
gardless of where they stood geographically in
the world.

That is why Israel’s founding Prime Minister
David Ben-Gurion said in 1947, “No city in the
world, not even Athens or Rome, ever played
as great a role in the life of a nation for so
long a time, as Jerusalem has done in the life
of the Jewish people.”

———

IN RECOGNITION OF MT. MARIAH
MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH’S
200TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 8, 2013

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, it is
my honor and pleasure to extend my sincere
congratulations to the congregation of Mt.
Mariah Missionary Baptist Church in Omaha,
Georgia as the church’s membership and
leadership celebrates a remarkable 200 years.
The congregation of Mt. Mariah Missionary
Baptist Church will celebrate this very signifi-
cant anniversary with a Bicentennial Celebra-
tion on Sunday, May 12, 2013 at the Church
in Omaha, Georgia.

Tracing its roots back to the antebellum era,
the church was an illustration of the segrega-
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tion and slavery practices of the South. From
1813 to 1856, the black community of Omaha
worshipped with the white community although
only a select number of blacks were allowed
to attend church, including the overseer, the
maids and the cooks. They had to sit in the
back of the church and were not allowed to
participate. As time passed, more members of
the black community were allowed to attend
the worship service but remained unsatisfied
with the arrangement of services being held at
Summer Hill Baptist Church, as it was known
then.

After the Emancipation Proclamation was
signed in 1865, the black community of
Omaha was still discontented with the church
service arrangement and called for a church of
their own. In 1866, the white community had
a church built within the city limits of Omaha
and donated the old church to the black com-
munity. It was then used as both a school and
a church and the name was changed to Mount
Mariah Missionary Baptist Church.

In 1890, a church was built within the
Omabha city limits for the black families living
and working there so they wouldn’t have to
walk as far on Sunday and be tired for work
on Monday. The church continued to grow and
formed an organization named the “Mt. Mariah
Baptist Church Association.”

In 1911, the church bought six acres of land
for $412.00 to build a new church, fellowship
hall and cemetery. This structure stood until a
tornado tore through the Omaha area and de-
stroyed the church. Through the sadness and
the tears came a firm resolve and an
unyielding faith in the Lord to build a new
church. After working hard to raise the funds,
on November 9, 1947, the new church was
dedicated with much prayer, song, and joy.

Throughout the years, the church was re-
modeled and improved with help, funds and
donations from its members. It has seen many
great leaders, each one leaving their lasting
mark on the church. Today, under the leader-
ship of Pastor Marcus B. Hunter, the pros-
pering church looks back on 200 years of
hardship, unending faith, and ultimate suc-
cess.

The story of Mt. Mariah Missionary Baptist
Church, which began during a dark and di-
vided time in our nation’s history, is a truly in-
spiring one of the dedication and persever-
ance of a faithful congregation of people who
put all their love and trust in the Lord.

Mr. Speaker, today | ask my colleagues to
join me in paying tribute to Mt. Mariah Mis-
sionary Baptist Church in Omaha, Georgia for
their long history of coming together through
the good and difficult times to praise and wor-
ship our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

——————

HONORING THE DOS PALOS DIVINO
ESPIRITO SANTO

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 8, 2013

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
celebrate the 90th “Festa do Divino Espirito
Santo” or the Festival of the Divine Holy Spirit
in Dos Palos, California. This annual festa is
a lively gathering that promotes family rec-
onciliation and peace, through prayer and
charity.
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