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The celebration began in the early 1920s
when Azoreans began to emigrate from the
Azore lIslands to Dos Palos. In 1923 the
Divino Espirito Santo, DES, Association was
incorporated, and it stands as one of the city’s
oldest organizations. The Dos Palos DES has
been successful over the past nine decades
due to the donations and support from resi-
dents, business owners, dairymen, and ranch-
ers. The organization is supported by individ-
uals of all backgrounds and faiths. The money
that DES raises goes to their annual celebra-
tions, scholarships for young men and women,
and parks for children. They also provide as-
sistance to those who are in immediate need.

Dos Palos DES is known for its sense of
community and comradeship. Neighbors are
like family in Dos Palos, and there is no ques-
tion that there is a sense of loyalty between
everyone. Each year, the Festa do Divino
Espirito Santo serves as a place for citizens to
come together, appreciate their town, and
enjoy each other's company. The traditional
meal of sopas is served to over 2,000 people.

As someone with a strong Portuguese back-
ground and up-bringing, | truly admire all of
the efforts made by Dos Palos DES. The indi-
viduals who have put together this wonderful
celebration must be recognized for all of their
hard work and dedication.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing the Festa do Divino Espirito
Santo as residents from all over the Central
Valley celebrate the 90th celebration. These
wonderful traditions are passed down from
generation to generation, and we can expect
that Dos Palos DES will be hosting celebra-
tions for many years to come.

———

INTRODUCTION OF THE INTER-
NATIONAL CHILD SUPPORT RE-
COVERY IMPROVEMENT ACT OF
2013

HON. DAVID G. REICHERT

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 8, 2013

Mr. REICHERT. Mr. Speaker, today |, along
with Ranking Member DOGGETT and other
Members of the Human Resources Sub-
committee, introduce the International Child
Support Recovery Improvement Act of 2013.
This bill is nearly identical to H.R. 4282, which
passed the House by voice vote on June 5,
2012, and serves as the implementing legisla-
tion for the Hague Convention on International
Recovery of Child Support and Other Forms of
Family Maintenance. This multilateral treaty, to
which the Senate provided its consent in
2010, provides for the structured exchange of
information and consistent enforcement of
international cases of child support.

The bill also builds on the Subcommittee’s
recent bipartisan efforts to standardize data
within and across social programs. This in-
cludes applying to the child support enforce-
ment program the same no-cost data stand-
ardization provision recently enacted in the
child welfare, Temporary Assistance for Needy
Families (TANF), and unemployment insur-
ance programs.

The data provision is designed to recognize
the need for standards in the exchange of
data both across state-level programs and be-
tween states and the federal government. The
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goal is to better organize data within programs
so that data can then be more easily shared
across multiple human services programs that
serve similar populations.

The data provision recognizes that multiple
standards may well be needed to address dif-
ferent types of data exchanges, and that some
data exchanges may already be standardized.
It provides some authority to the Secretary of
Health and Human Services to exercise some
flexibility in situations where standardized sys-
tems are found to operate efficiently. Certain
sectors, such as financial institutions, that
interact with covered programs have well-es-
tablished data exchange standards that need
to be taken into account and should serve as
the base for moving forward. In the case of
child support, this data provision does not re-
quire that systems such as the Federal Parent
Locator Service (FPLS) be retrofitted, but in-
stead encourages incremental, cost-effective
implementation of consistent data standards
across human services programs.

| invite all Members to join me in supporting
this important legislation and look forward to
its speedy consideration. That way we can
take the next step toward ratifying the Hague
Convention so that more child support is col-
lected in international cases, providing more
children the financial support they deserve.

—

PROCLAIMING SUPPORT FOR NA-
TIONAL ARSON AWARENESS
WEEK

HON. MICHAEL H. MICHAUD

OF MAINE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 8, 2013

Mr. MICHAUD. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
support National Arson Awareness Week,
which runs from May 5th—11th this year.

The United States Fire Administration
(USFA) has made tremendous strides in edu-
cating the public about the dangers of Arson
during its annual Arson Awareness Week.
This years theme, “Reducing Residential
Arson,” is focused on ways for community
members to come together and develop plans
to combat arson in their neighborhoods. Ac-
cording to USFA, over 14,700 law enforce-
ment agencies report 43,400 arsons every
year.

This is an issue that hits home for my con-
stituents in the city of Lewiston, who have en-
dured three large fires during the past week.
The fires have destroyed over 79 apartments
and left roughly 200 people homeless. Fire-
fighters from Lewiston and the surrounding
communities have performed heroically to con-
tain the fires and protect residents from harm.
These brave men and women place them-
selves at enormous risk every day to keep us
safe, and | applaud them for their efforts.

USFA is recommending a number of strate-
gies to help communities better protect them-
selves against arson. Neighborhood cleanups
have enabled residents to remove flammable
materials and identify possible hazards.
Groups have also had success by improving
internal and external security for their homes
and at abandoned properties. Working to-
gether, we can all help make our communities
a safer place to live.

Mr. Speaker, please join me again in recog-
nizing National Arson Awareness Week for its
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role in helping our communities educate them-
selves about ways to combat arson.

———

DRURY UNIVERSITY'’S THREE
NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS

HON. BILLY LONG

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 8, 2013

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize Drury University’s Men’s Basketball
and Men’s and Women’s Swimming and Div-
ing Teams on their national championships.

Drury University is the only school in the
NCAA at any level in this 2012—13 school year
to have won three national championships.

The Panthers Basketball Team won in dra-
matic fashion over Metro State to win 74-73
after they overcame a 17-point deficit to win
on a last minute free throw in Atlanta, Geor-
gia, on April 7. This is Drury’s first NCAA-II
National Basketball Championship, and it also
marked Drury’s 23rd straight win of the sea-
son. They won through their hard work and
the sheer determination to win.

| want to commend Head Coach Steve
Hesser, Assistant Coaches Ja Havens and
Steven Gum, and Graduate Assistant Brandon
Kimbrough for guiding the team through its ex-
traordinary season. Coach Hesser did a re-
markable job, and the National Association of
Basketball Coaches honored Coach Hesser as
its National D-Il Coach of the Year, an award
he certainly deserves.

Drury University's Men’s and Women’s
Swimming and Diving Teams, coached by
Brian Reynolds, swept the titles on March 9 in
Birmingham, Alabama. This was the ninth
straight national championship for the Drury
Men—a record for NCAA Division Il schools—
and the fourth national title in the last five
years for the Drury Women. | also want to
commend Assistant Coach Jason Hite, Diving
Coach Richard Hackett, Graduate Assistant
Michal Winiewicz, and Graduate Assistant
Marta Stepien for all their work this year.

| also congratulate Coach Reynolds, who
was named National Coach of the Year for
both the men’s and women’s competitions for
his efforts this year. Coach Reynolds has de-
veloped a truly unique and dominant program.

The Springfield community is proud of the
Drury teams for reaching such a high level of
success. Drury University won three national
titles and three national championships in the
span of a month. Drury’s national champion-
ships are remarkable achievements, and the
teams will have memories to last a lifetime.

| urge my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating the Drury Panthers on their outstanding
athletic performances this year.

INTRODUCTION OF THE WATER
QUALITY PROTECTION AND JOB
CREATION ACT OF 2013

HON. TIMOTHY H. BISHOP

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, May 8, 2013
Mr. BISHOP of New York. Mr. Speaker,

today, | join with 27 of my colleagues in intro-
ducing bipartisan legislation to make long,
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