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illegal abortion practices of Dr. Kermit Gosnell 
and others. The resolution resolves that Con-
gress and States should gather information 
about and correct abusive, unsanitary, and il-
legal abortion practices and the interstate re-
ferral of women and girls to facilities engaged 
in dangerous or illegal second- and third-tri-
mester procedures. 

The resolution also recognizes that there is 
substantial medical evidence that an unborn 
child is capable of experiencing pain at 20 
weeks after fertilization, or earlier, and re-
solves that there is a compelling governmental 
interest in protecting the lives of unborn chil-
dren beginning at least from the stage at 
which substantial medical evidence indicates 
that they are capable of feeling pain. 

Life is precious, children are precious. Peo-
ple talk about choice when we talk about abor-
tion, and we should encourage more Ameri-
cans to choose life and protect the most inno-
cent in our nation. 
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Mr. MICHAUD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the leadership of John Stevens, 
former Chief of the Passamaquoddy and Com-
missioner of Indian Affairs for the State of 
Maine. 

Chief Stevens is known throughout Maine 
as a man of great wisdom and compassion. 
His distinguished career in public service has 
led him to serve the state’s native peoples in 
a variety of capacities. As a Tribal Councilor, 
John worked to strengthen Passamaquoddy 
cultural values and promote economic 
progress. During his terms as Chief, John 
worked effectively to combat unemployment 
and crippling debt. He also played an enor-
mous role in the legal battle that would even-
tually result in Congressional Legislation to 
grant federal recognition to the Passama-
quoddy, Penobscot, and Maliseet. Chief Ste-
vens would also go on to serve as the first 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs for the State of 
Maine. 

In addition to his devotion for the native 
peoples of Maine, John is also a proud vet-
eran of the Korean War. He has often cited 
the war-devastated villages he encountered 
overseas as an inspiration behind his efforts to 
improve conditions for his own people. Today, 
the Passamaquoddy Tribe owns more than 
200,000 acres of land in the State. 

I consider myself privileged to have had the 
opportunity to work with John as a fellow pub-
lic servant and as a friend. On May 9, 2013, 
Chief Joseph Socobasin, Vice Chief Clayton 
Sockabasin and the Indian Township Tribal 
Council will dedicate the Tribal Government 
Office Building in Chief Stevens’ honor. I can 
think of no one more deserving of this tremen-
dous honor. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me again in hon-
oring Chief John Stevens for his long and re-
markable career of public service. 
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Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, today I rise in 
support of National Nurses Week. Nurses form 
the backbone of our nation’s healthcare sys-
tem. Patients depend upon nurses when they 
are at their most vulnerable, families entrust 
the care and comfort of their loved ones to 
their capable hands, and a happy and healthy 
nursing workforce means a happy and healthy 
American people. 

This week is an opportunity for us to thank 
the roughly 3 million registered nurses in the 
United States, who provide the front-line pa-
tient contact that is critical to medical treat-
ment that is effective and efficient—and they 
do so with a humanity that is refreshing. They 
provide understanding care to victims of do-
mestic violence, a compassionate touch for 
family members who have lost a loved one, 
and the support and strength our wounded 
veterans need to recover. 

As our nation looks towards implementing 
the Affordable Care Act, nurses will play a 
leading role in providing cost-effective, high- 
quality care to millions of new patients. One of 
the most important things we can do to control 
costs and improve patient outcomes is encour-
age and support both current and future mem-
bers of the nursing profession. The current 
nursing shortage is a major hurdle that we 
must confront if we want to lead the world in 
health care quality and efficiency. By recruit-
ing, training, and retaining the best nursing 
workforce that we possibly can, our nation will 
be investing in itself. 

The acknowledged relationship between in-
creased nurse staffing levels and decreased 
patient complications and reduced hospital 
stay lengths is too important to ignore. Shorter 
hospital stays means smaller premiums for all 
Americans. It also means fewer tax dollars 
being spent. But in more important terms, it 
means husbands and wives, fathers and 
mothers, sons and daughters who are around 
longer, with better quality of life. That is what 
nurses provide, and it is that for which I rise 
to say thank you. 
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Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today, to 
recognize the 21st anniversary of Asian Pa-
cific American Heritage Month during the 
month of May. It is with great honor that I 
stand to commemorate the many accomplish-
ments and contributions from Asian Americans 
and Pacific Islanders. As leaders in business, 
education, STEM, military, medicine or the 
arts, Asian Americans have contributed to our 
nation’s prosperity and culture. The story of 
the APA community is a testament to what is 
possible in America. 

This year’s theme is Building Leadership: 
Embracing Cultural Values and Inclusion 

which is definitely portrayed throughout this 
country and New York. The Asian Pacific 
American population is 18.2 million and ex-
pected to reach 20.9 million in the next five 
years. New York is home to 1.7 million Asian 
Pacific Americans and 10.1 percent of APA- 
owned businesses. Organizations in my con-
gressional district in New York City, such as 
The Coalition of Asian Pacific Americans im-
prove our communities with advocacy efforts 
for APAs, and cultural contributions. In addi-
tion, the Asian Pacific American Chamber of 
Commerce in New York has dedicated itself to 
the economic empowerment of APAs, and 
building the relationship between Asian and 
U.S. companies. 

My colleagues in the Congressional Asian 
Pacific American Caucus and I are committed 
to fulfilling the various economic needs and 
civic engagement of the APA community as 
we work to secure comprehensive immigration 
reform and business empowerment opportuni-
ties for small business owners. Through 
strength and determination, the APA commu-
nity has overcome prejudice, oppression and 
countless barriers to achieve enormous 
heights in America. I join Asian Pacific Ameri-
cans in celebrating their heritage and their 
well-deserved successes.’’ 
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Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, it was seven 
years ago today that two Fairfax County police 
officers were killed outside the Sully District 
Police Station in a tragedy that galvanized our 
community. I was Chairman of the Fairfax 
County Board of Supervisors at the time. Mas-
ter Police Officer Michael Garbarino and De-
tective Vicki Armel showed tremendous cour-
age, heroism, and self-sacrifice in protecting 
their fellow officers when a troubled young 
man launched an assault on the station with 
an arsenal of high-powered weapons. They 
were the first officers to be killed in the line of 
duty in the Fairfax County Police Department’s 
72-year history. 

MPO Garbarino, 53, had just returned to the 
station and was sitting in his cruiser, preparing 
to go off duty, when he was shot. Detective 
Armel, 40, was at her car nearby, preparing to 
respond to a report of a carjacking. We later 
discovered that the shooter, 18-year-old Mi-
chael Kennedy, had a history of mental illness. 
The assailant stole a van and drove to the sta-
tion armed with two rifles and five handguns. 
Detective Armel immediately returned fire, but 
she was fatally wounded when a high-pow-
ered round pierced her protective vest. She 
died on scene. Despite his injuries, MPO 
Garbarino was able to use his police radio to 
call for assistance and provide tactical infor-
mation to responding officers that led to the 
killing of the shooter and prevented further 
casualties at the Sully Police Station. In stand-
ing their posts, they saved other lives. 

MPO Garbarino was transported to the hos-
pital in critical condition and succumbed to his 
injuries nine days later. He was a 23-year vet-
eran of the Fairfax County Police Department. 
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