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(b) If the Chairman of the Committee is
not present at any meeting of the Com-
mittee, the vice-Chairman or ranking mem-
ber of the majority party on the Committee
who is present shall preside at the meeting.

RULE 3.—QUORUM

(a) Five members of the Committee shall
constitute a quorum, which is required for
the purpose of closing meetings, promul-
gating Committee orders or changing the
rules of the Committee.

(b) Three members shall constitute a
quorum for purposes of taking testimony and
receiving evidence.

RULE 4.—PROXIES

(a) Written or telegraphic proxies of Com-
mittee members will be received and re-
corded on any vote taken by the Committee,
except for the purpose of creating a quorum.

(b) Proxies will be allowed on any such
votes for the purpose of recording a mem-
ber’s position on a question only when the
absentee Committee member has been in-
formed of the question and has affirmatively
requested that he be recorded.

RULE 5.—OPEN AND CLOSED MEETINGS

(a) Each meeting for the transaction of
business of the Committee shall be open to
the public except when the Committee, in
open session and with a quorum present, de-
termines by roll call vote that all or part of
the remainder of the meeting on that day
shall be closed to the public. No such vote
shall be required to close a meeting that re-
lates solely to internal budget or personnel
matters.

(b) No person other than members of the
Committee, and such congressional staff and
other representatives as they may authorize,
shall be present in any business session that
has been closed to the public.

RULE 6.—ALTERNATING CHATRMANSHIP AND

VICE-CHAIRMANSHIP BY CONGRESSES

(a) The Chairmanship and vice Chairman-
ship of the Committee shall alternate be-
tween the House and the Senate by Con-
gresses: The senior member of the minority
party in the House of Congress opposite of
that of the Chairman shall be the ranking
minority member of the Committee.

(b) In the event the House and Senate are
under different party control, the Chairman
and vice Chairman shall represent the major-
ity party in their respective Houses. When
the Chairman and vice-Chairman represent
different parties, the vice-Chairman shall
also fulfill the responsibilities of the ranking
minority member as prescribed by these
rules.

RULE 7.—PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS

Questions as to the order of business and
the procedures of Committee shall in the
first instance be decided by the Chairman;
subject always to an appeal to the Com-
mittee.

RULE 8.—HEARINGS: PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENTS
AND WITNESSES

(a) The Chairman, in the case of hearings
to be conducted by the Committee, shall
make public announcement of the date,
place and subject matter of any hearing to
be conducted on any measure or matter at
least one week before the commencement of
that hearing unless the Committee deter-
mines that there is good cause to begin such
hearing at an earlier date. In the latter
event, the Chairman shall make such public
announcement at the earliest possible date.
The staff director of the Committee shall
promptly notify the Daily Digest of the Con-
gressional Record as soon as possible after
such public announcement is made.

(b) So far as practicable, all witnesses ap-
pearing before the Committee shall file ad-
vance written statements of their proposed
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testimony at least 48 hours in advance of
their appearance and their oral testimony
shall be limited to brief summaries. Limited
insertions or additional germane material
will be received for the record, subject to the
approval of the Chairman.

RULE 9.—OFFICIAL HEARING RECORD

(a) An accurate stenographic record shall
be kept of all Committee proceedings and ac-
tions. Brief supplemental materials when re-
quired to clarify the transcript may be in-
serted in the record subject to the approval
of the Chairman.

(b) BEach member of the Committee shall be
provided with a copy of the hearing tran-
script for the purpose of correcting errors of
transcription and grammar, and clarifying
questions or remarks. If any other person is
authorized by a Committee Member to make
his corrections, the staff director shall be so
notified.

(c) Members who have received unanimous
consent to submit written questions to wit-
nesses shall be allowed two days within
which to submit these to the staff director
for transmission to the witnesses. The record
may be held open for a period not to exceed
two weeks awaiting the responses by wit-
nesses.

(d) A witness may obtain a transcript copy
of his testimony given at a public session or,
if given at an executive session, when au-
thorized by the Committee. Testimony re-
ceived in closed hearings shall not be re-
leased or included in any report without the
approval of the Committee.

RULE 10.—WITNESSES FOR COMMITTEE HEARINGS

(a) Selection of witnesses for Committee
hearings shall be made by the Committee
staff under the direction of the Chairman. A
list of proposed witnesses shall be submitted
to the members of the Committee for review
sufficiently in advance of the hearings to
permit suggestions by the Committee mem-
bers to receive appropriate consideration.

(b) The Chairman shall provide adequate
time for questioning of witnesses by all
members, including minority Members and
the rule of germaneness shall be enforced in
all hearings notified.

(c) Whenever a hearing is conducted by the
Committee upon any measure or matter, the
minority on the Committee shall be entitled,
upon unanimous request to the Chairman be-
fore the completion of such hearings, to call
witnesses selected by the minority to testify
with respect to the measure or matter dur-
ing at least one day of hearing thereon.

RULE 11.—CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION
FURNISHED TO THE COMMITTEE

The information contained in any books,
papers or documents furnished to the Com-
mittee by any individual, partnership, cor-
poration or other legal entity shall, upon the
request of the individual, partnership, cor-
poration or entity furnishing the same, be
maintained in strict confidence by the mem-
bers and staff of the Committee, except that
any such information may be released out-
side of executive session of the Committee if
the release thereof is effected in a manner
which will not reveal the identity of such in-
dividual, partnership, corporation or entity
in connection with any pending hearing or as
a part of a duly authorized report of the
Committee if such release is deemed essen-
tial to the performance of the functions of
the Committee and is in the public interest.

RULE 12.—BROADCASTING OF COMMITTEE
HEARINGS

The rule for broadcasting of Committee
hearings shall be the same as Rule XI, clause
4, of the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives.

RULE 13.—COMMITTEE REPORTS

(a) No Committee report shall be made

public or transmitted to the Congress with-
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out the approval of a majority of the Com-
mittee except when Congress has adjourned:
provided that any member of the Committee
may make a report supplementary to or dis-
senting from the majority report. Such sup-
plementary or dissenting reports should be
as brief as possible.

(b) Factual reports by the Committee staff
may be printed for distribution to Com-
mittee members and the public only upon
authorization of the Chairman either with
the approval of a majority of the Committee
or with the consent of the ranking minority
member.

RULE 14.—CONFIDENTIALITY OF COMMITTEE

REPORTS

No summary of a Committee report, pre-
diction of the contents of a report, or state-
ment of conclusions concerning any inves-
tigation shall be made by a member of the
Committee or by any staff member of the
Committee prior to the issuance of a report
of the Committee.

RULE 15.—COMMITTEE STAFF

(a) The Committee shall have a staff direc-
tor, selected by the Chairman. The staff di-
rector shall be an employee of the House of
Representatives or of the Senate.

(b) The Ranking Minority Member may
designate an employee of the House of Rep-
resentatives or of the Senate as the minority
staff director.

(c) The staff director, under the general su-
pervision of the Chairman, is authorized to
deal directly with agencies of the Govern-
ment and with non-Government groups and
individuals on behalf of the Committee.

(d) The Chairman or staff director shall
timely notify the Ranking Minority Member
or the minority staff director of decisions
made on behalf of the Committee.

RULE 16.—COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN

The Chairman of the Committee may es-
tablish such other procedures and take such
actions as may be necessary to carry out the
foregoing rules or to facilitate the effective
operation of the Committee. Specifically,
the Chairman is authorized, during the in-
terim periods between meetings of the Com-
mittee, to act on all requests submitted by
any executive department, independent
agency, temporary or permanent commis-
sions and committees of the Federal Govern-
ment, the Government Printing Office and
any other Federal entity, pursuant to the re-
quirements of applicable Federal law and
regulations.

—————

BATTLE OF ATTU 70TH
ANNIVERSARY

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
rise today to commemorate the 70th
Anniversary of the Battle of Attu.

The Battle of Attu is often times for-
gotten or dismissed, but this battle is
an important part of our history as a
Nation. After all, it was the last battle
between warring nations to be fought
in North America.

During WWII Alaska was still a terri-
tory to the United States, and in 1942,
Japan seized three islands off the end
of the Aleutian chain in the most
southwest part of Alaska. Japan pre-
pared the island for the inevitable
counterattack.

On May 11 1943, the Americans
launched towards Attu Island, and a
battle raged until May 29 when 800 Jap-
anese soldiers employed a full fledged
Banzai attack, fighting hand to hand.
While the Japanese attack crumbled,
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Japanese soldiers pulled grenades,
dying by their own hand as a sign of
honor. By the afternoon, the battle was
over. American forces had prevailed.

This battle was remarkable in many
ways. More men were killed in action
on Attu than at Pearl Harbor. It also
remains the only time American sol-
diers have fought an invading army on
American soil since the war of 1812.
Last summer I had the honor of travel-
ling to Attu with Admiral Ostebo, the
Coast Guard District 17 Commander,
where we dedicated a permanent me-
morial to the sacrifice of the Attu vil-
lagers. Now all who walk the hills of
Attu will be reminded of the sacrifice
Attu village residents and other Alas-
kans made during World War II.

An article in the Anchorage Daily
News by Mike Dunham did a great job
in relaying the story of the battle, and
I ask unanimous consent to have it
printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

[From the Anchorage Daily News, May 4,
2013]
70 YEARS AGO THIS MONTH, THE BATTLE OF
ATTU RAGED
(By Mike Dunham)

Cpl. Joe Sasser was asleep in his pup tent
on a cold, soggy morning 70 years ago when
the alarm sounded. ‘‘Somebody was shout-
ing, ‘The Japs have come through!’”’ he re-
called.

Sasser’s outfit, the 50th Engineers, were
builders, not fighters. Most of the men—and
there weren’t a lot of them—were what the
Army calls noncombatants. Their job was to
make roads and move supplies to the soldiers
on the front lines. The strung-out line of
supply tents was not fortified. The soldiers
had rifles, not machine guns.

He struggled into his perpetually damp
leather boots—‘‘Not the right attire’ for the
snow and mud of Alaska, he said—grabbed
his helmet and M-1 rifle, went to an embank-
ment created when the road was pushed
through a few days earlier and peered over
the side.

“The Japanese were moving up the hill,”
he said. ‘“The ravines were full of them” in
numbers that far exceeded the Americans at
the outpost.

He watched the mass of determined, des-
perate men swarm toward him in an action
no U.S. soldier had faced since the War of
1812—a bayonet charge by an enemy invader
on American soil.

Thus began the Battle of Engineer Hill, the
last battle between warring nations to be
fought in North America.

THEATER OF FRUSTRATION

In 1942 Japan seized three islands at the
end of Alaska’s Aleutian chain. Only one,
Attu, had a village. The citizens, mostly
Aleut Natives, were sent to internment
camps in Japan. The invaders prepared the
island for the counterattack they knew
would come.

Historians debate whether Japan’s Alaska
incursion was a feint to draw attention away
from their real target, Midway Island, or
part of an ambitious plan to create a virtual
‘“fence’” across the Pacific.

Either way, the propaganda value was un-
deniable. The Territory of Alaska was part of
the North American continent, sharing the
mainland with the 48 states. The occupation
by a hostile force, even of an island 1,000
miles from the coast, constituted an embar-
rassment that could not be tolerated.
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On May 11, 1943, the Americans launched
the Battle of Attu with amphibious landings
from two directions.

The day began in fog, Sasser recalled in a
phone call from his home in Carthage, Miss.,
last month. “But it cleared up somewhat
later in the day. We got on our boats and
went ashore at Massacre Bay,”” the southern
landing site.

“There was no resistance.”

It was a misleading start.

American intelligence originally estimated
Japanese strength at 500 men. There were
more like 2,500. U.S. maps were incomplete
or inaccurate. Planners failed to understand
the swampy tundra that rose from the beach,
a skim of grass over bottomless muck. Sol-
diers went ashore in summer uniforms and
slick-bottom leather boots suitable for
desert combat.

The defenders waited in the steep moun-
tains, cloaked in clouds, set in positions to
cover the approaches in crossfire. When the
Americans were well into Massacre Valley,
the Japanese opened up with machine guns
and mortars. The valley offered little cover
and no quick retreat. The advance ground to
a halt and the scene turned into what one
historian has called ‘‘the theater of military
frustration.”

Planes supposed to provide air cover
crashed in the Aleutian winds. Some at-
tacked American soldiers by mistake. The
offshore armada couldn’t see or reach inland
targets where U.S. forces were getting ripped
up. Heavy guns and supplies barely moved off
the beach as heavy equipment bogged down
in the mire.

“The invasion of Attu was scheduled for a
three-day deal,” Sasser said. ‘‘Three days,
they told us, and we’d be out of there.”

On the fifth day the commanding general
was replaced. Reinforcements poured in as
the Americans suffered heavy losses—not
just from the bullets but from exposure.
Some froze or died from hypothermia.
“Trench foot” and frostbite crippled their
numbers. So did the psychological battering
of constant incoming fire.

‘“We went on one detail all the way across
the valley to pick up a guy who’d lost his
marbles,” Sasser said. ‘‘He was really a zom-
bie at that point. He followed us back, al-
most like a child, not saying anything.”

GALLONS OF BLOOD

Historian John Cloe observes that ‘‘two
under-strength Japanese infantry battalions
on half-rations’ repeatedly threw back six
battalions of amply supplied U.S. infantry.
But bit by bit the Americans pushed ahead—
particularly on days when air support could
reach them.

On the seventh day, the Japanese retreated
toward Chichagof Harbor. The Americans’
northern and southern landing forces finally
met. The Americans slowly took possession
of strategic ground, one yard at a time, each
little victory measured in gallons of blood.
By May 28, the Japanese were cornered at
Chichagof Harbor.

Commander Col. Yasuyo Yamazaki had
less than half his forces still able to fight.
They were almost out of ammunition and
near starvation.

But the valley above the harbor was light-
ly defended with the Americans’ main fight-
ing units dispersed along the high ground—
and there were caches of U.S. supplies at the
top.

Yamazaki devised a last-ditch plan. A sur-
prise attack could throw the Americans in
Chichigof Valley back in panic. In the rout,
his men might reach the heavy artillery in
Massacre Valley and turn the Americans’
own guns against them. He could replenish
his stock of weapons, hold strategic ground,
cut supply lines, divide the dispirited Amer-
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ican forces and perhaps maintain a stale-
mate until help arrived.

But he knew the odds of success were slim.
He ordered all documents burned. Men too
sick or injured to fight died either by their
own hand or from an overdose of morphine.

BANZAI

Just before dawn on May 29, Americans in
the valley were told to leave their positions
and get a hot breakfast at the regimental
mess tent. Cloe suspects the order may have
been spread by an English-speaking Japanese
infiltrator.

The groggy men were thinking of coffee
when upwards of 800 screaming Japanese
came charging out of the mist and dark. The
Americans were caught off guard and over-
run. Fighting was hand-to-hand. It was im-
possible to see what was going on. There
were no prisoners.

The Japanese reached the medical tents
and slaughtered the wounded in their cots.
Their death shrieks added to the chaos. U.S.
troops, their top officers dead, uncertain of
the number or positions of the invisible
enemy, scattered or retreated.

It was one of those soldiers, fleeing over
Engineer Hill, who gave the warning that
woke Sasser.

Among those escaping the carnage was an
unarmed doctor. ‘‘He asked for a gun, but no-
body had two,” Sasser said. ‘‘He disappeared
for a while and came back with a rifle and
took up position with us. He wanted to be in
the fight.”

Dr. John Bassett was Kkilled about 15 feet
from Sasser.

Sasser had a slight advantage over many of
the other men. He had trained as a scout be-
fore being transferred to the engineers. As he
looked down on the approaching Japanese,
he felt lucky that he’d moved his tent the
night before.

“Three of us initially pitched at the crest
of a ravine. Then, I can’t remember why, we
moved 40 to 50 yards farther up the hill to
the road bed,” he said. ‘“Two other guys
thought it was a good spot and pitched there.
They were bayonetted in their sleeping
bags.”’

Sasser credited a small embankment along
the road for saving him from a similar fate.
“It saved our lives.”

Outnumbered and rattled, a thin line of
bulldozer drivers, mechanics, medics and
cooks formed a hasty defense. Some of the
men didn’t have time to put on their boots.
The only automatic weapons they had were
those dropped by the men in retreat.

But the Japanese had even less, little more
than bayonets, swords, knives and sticks
along with a few precious bullets. Nonethe-
less, they engaged the Americans with a fe-
rocity that Sasser recalls to this day.

“They were a tenacious group,” he said. ‘I
was surprised. It was dishonor for them to be
captured and an honor to be killed.”

Yamazaki died with his sword in hand. The
Japanese fell back and reassembled for a sec-
ond charge. The Americans had their rifles
ready.

“We picked ’em off one by one,” Sasser
said.

As their assault crumbled, the remaining
Japanese each took the grenade he kept for
himself, gripped it to his chest or his head—
and pulled the pin.

The battle was over. The valley, in the
words of one historian, looked like an exca-
vated cemetery. Hundreds of corpses from
both sides lay atop the rock and tundra.

“Then we had to go down there and pick
‘em up,”’ Sasser said.

Morning’s heroes became the afternoon’s
grave diggers.

AFTERMATH

The Battle of Attu, often dismissed or for-

gotten, was remarkable in many ways.



S3252

More men were Kkilled in action on Attu
than at Pearl Harbor: at least 2,350 Japa-
nese—plus those never accounted for—and
549 Americans; 1,148 Americans were wound-
ed and 2,100 listed as casualties due to cold
and shell shock. How many Americans died
as a result of injuries in the weeks after the
battle is uncertain, but some say it was
equal to or greater than the battlefield
deaths.

Fewer than 30 Japanese were captured
alive.

It was the only land battle in the war
fought in the Americas, the first amphibious
landing by the U.S. Army and, aside from
Iwo Jima, the most costly in terms of the
percentage of American casualties. ‘‘For
every hundred of the enemy, about 71 Ameri-
cans were Killed or wounded,” according to
the official Army history.

It was the first time in the war that the
U.S. military retook occupied American ter-
ritory, and the first time the Army encoun-
tered the fanatical fight-to-the-death ethos
of the Japanese.

It remains the only time American soldiers
have fought an invading army on American
soil since the War of 1812.

It was the deadliest battle on the con-
tinent since the Civil War.

But history wasn’t on Sasser’s mind as he
braced for the screaming, charging enemy 70
years ago. ‘“‘At that particular point I was
not aware of the significance,” he said. ‘I
just knew we were there because it was
American territory. And we were going to
get it back.”

———

REMEMBERING AUDREY
THIBODEAU

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, on May
25, loving family members and count-
less friends will gather in Presque Isle,
ME, to celebrate the remarkable life of
Audrey Bishop Thibodeau, who passed
away January 2, at the age of 97. I rise
today in tribute to a caring citizen and
dear friend.

It has been said that we all have a
birth date and a death date, with a
dash in between. It’s what we do with
our dash that counts.

Audrey Thibodeau’s dash was long,
and she made it count. She was a de-
voted wife, a wonderful mother, an edu-
cator, a farmer, and an entrepreneur.
Wherever there was a need, she was a
committed volunteer and a generous
philanthropist.

She was born Audrey Elaine Bishop
on December 13, 1915, in Caribou, ME,
my hometown. She attended Caribou
public schools and, in 1937, graduated
from the University of Maine with a
degree in nutrition. It was while teach-
ing high school home economics that
she developed one of the great passions
of her life—raising awareness and fos-
tering education for students with
reading disabilities. Her commitment
to youth was also seen years later
when she founded a Pony Club to help
young people learn the skills and re-
sponsibilities of horsemanship.

In 1939, she married Lawrence
Thibodeau, a high school classmate.
After a brief adventure with farming in
New York State, they returned to
Maine and settled in Fort Kent, on the
Canadian border. It was there that Au-
drey immersed herself in French to
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better appreciate the culture of the re-
gion.

The couple, with their growing fam-
ily, relocated to Presque Isle in 1946
and soon became valued members of
that community. Audrey’s love of local
culture led her to become instrumental
in the incorporation of the Vera Estes
House into the Presque Isle Historical
Society and the creation of the Cul-
tural and Museum Center at the Old
Presque Isle Fire House, which cele-
brates the heritage of the local area.
Audrey witnessed much history during
her long life. Just as important, she
was devoted to preserving the rich his-
tory of Aroostook County for future
generations.

Her husband, Lawrence Thibodeau,
better known as ‘“Tib,”” passed away in
2008, but he will long be remembered
for his contributions to Maine agri-
culture and support of the University
of Maine Cooperative Extension Serv-
ice. Together, the couple will always be
remembered for the Larry and Audrey
Thibodeau Scholarship that helps
Aroostook County students pursue ca-
reers in medicine. After Audrey’s pass-
ing, her family carried on her commit-
ment to others by asking that memo-
rial contributions be made to the Au-
drey B. Thibodeau Charitable and Edu-
cational Fund.

Audrey’s philanthropy and vol-
unteerism earned her accolades from
the Maine Legislature and the Lifetime
Achievement Award from the Presque
Isle Area Chamber of Commerce. Her
service and compassion will always be
cherished by the people of Aroostook
County. A strong leader, Audrey
Thibodeau filled her dash with an in-
fectious smile, enthusiasm for life, as-
sistance to others, community partici-
pation, a dedication to Aroostook
County, and a great deal of love for her
remarkable family. May her memory
inspire us all to follow her example.

RECOGNIZING AROOSTOOK
MEDICAL CENTER

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I rise
today to commend The Aroostook Med-
ical Center, TAMC, in Presque Isle,
ME, for its efforts to improve its en-
ergy efficiency with compressed nat-
ural gas, CNG.

Dedicated to environmental steward-
ship and improving the community,
TAMC is at the cutting edge with its
conversion to CNG to meet the hos-
pital’s heating, cooling, and other en-
ergy needs. CNG represents a sensible
effort to use a viable and affordable do-
mestic energy alternative. This event
demonstrates TAMC’s efforts to create,
sustain, and grow a modern health care
organization to continue making a
positive difference in Aroostook Coun-
ty. The countless and continuing ef-
forts this northern Maine hospital is
making to energy efficiency are to be
commended for their lasting impact.

Converting to CNG is just one of the
ways TAMC has reduced its carbon
footprint. This efficient source of en-
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ergy is safer to work with, will lower
costs, and will burn more cleanly. The
conversion to CNG will not only ben-
efit the hospital and its patients and
employees directly, but also will ben-
efit the entire community by reducing
emissions.

TAMC is quickly becoming a leader
in environmentally friendly practices
in northern Maine. The hospital has
made changes to its nutritional pro-
gram by eliminating disposable Kkitch-
enware, which has reduced the amount
of waste it sends to the area’s landfill.
In addition, TAMC partners with the
University of Maine at Presque Isle to
improve composting. TAMC also pur-
chases produce from MSAD No. 1
school farm, local farmers, and other
small local growers to support the
community and reduce transportation
emissions.

Whether it is taking actions as small
as reducing waste or as large as con-
verting to CNG, TAMC is making a
positive impact on the area, improving
both public health and the environ-
ment. I commend TAMC for its com-
mitment to conservation and improv-
ing efficiency. TAMC is truly standing
up to its motto, TAMC: More Than a
Hospital.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

CONGRATULATING THE BOSTON
CHILDREN’S MUSEUM

e Mr. COWAN. Mr. President, today I
am delighted to recognize the Boston
Children’s Museum for receiving the
National Medal for Museum and Li-
brary Service. I had the pleasure of
congratulating the staff of the Boston
Children’s Museum earlier today before
they headed to the White House to
have the medal presented in a cere-
mony by the First Lady.

This medal is the Nation’s highest
honor conferred on museums and li-
braries. The award is given to institu-
tions which demonstrate extraordinary
and innovative approaches to public
service, exceeding the expected levels
of community outreach. Out of 33 well-
deserved finalists, only 10 were selected
to receive the medal.

The Boston Children’s Museum is a
center of family in Massachusetts and
it comes as no surprise to me that this
revered institution would receive the
Nation’s highest honor.

Children spend their whole day learn-
ing, and Boston Children’s Museum
provides resources for families and edu-
cators to help support that continuous
discovery. It provides a welcoming,
imaginative, child centered Ilearning
environment that supports families
and promotes the healthy development
of all children.

Boston Children’s Museum is one of
the oldest and largest children’s muse-
ums in the world. It was founded in 1913
by a group of visionary educators as a
center for the exchange of materials
and ideas to advance the teaching of
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