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RECOGNIZING TERRY SANFORD
HIGH SCHOOL’S CENTENNIAL
GRADUATION

HON. RENEE L. ELLMERS

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 16, 2013

Mrs. ELLMERS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Terry Sanford High School of Fay-
etteville, NC as they celebrate their centennial
graduation on June 6, 2013.

Recognized by US News and World Report
for receiving the Silver Medal in the annual list
of America’s Best High Schools in 2006, as
well as being ranked one of the top 25 high
schools in North Carolina this year, Terry San-
ford is a shining example of a school pre-
paring our students for the challenges of the
21st Century.

Terry Sanford offers fourteen different Ad-
vanced Placement courses as well as a vari-
ety of honors courses. In addition, Terry San-
ford is home to the School of Global Studies
which offers a rigorous, liberal arts college
preparatory education in order to promote aca-
demic excellence, global awareness, and cul-
tural and social growth.

| would like to congratulate Terry Sanford
High School and its staff for 100 years of ex-
cellence and | commend them for their out-
standing service in North Carolina education.

———

IMPORTANCE OF HOME
HEALTHCARE

HON. TODD C. YOUNG

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 16, 2013

Mr. YOUNG of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, | rise
to address the value of home healthcare to
the people of Indiana’s Ninth Congressional
District. In addition to being a preferred place
for care for most eligible seniors, home health
consistently offers seniors the lowest cost
venue. In Indiana alone, over 61,000 Medicare
beneficiaries receive home health services
from more than 8,000 Hoosiers who provide
their care. Home health services, properly reg-
ulated, need to be encouraged rather than dis-
couraged, to fulfill their mission of quality care
for America’s seniors and greater value for our
Medicare program.

| appreciate the home health care commu-
nity’s efforts to develop their own proposal to
weed out bad actors in their industry. One pro-
posal that might save money within Medicare
would place reasonable per-provider limita-
tions on 60-day episodes of homecare. Such
limitations aim to ensure beneficiary access to
care and stop abusive billing practices that ap-
pear to exist in a small number of counties na-
tionwide. MedPAC’s March Report to Con-
gress referenced 25 counties in the nation
where a reasonable reduction in homecare uti-
lization with an episode limit could achieve up
to $1 billion in savings per year.

A reasonable but stable reimbursement en-
vironment is necessary for homecare pro-
viders to continue accomplishing their mission.
Since 2010, the homecare industry has been
subjected to nearly $70 billion in reimburse-
ment cuts, 21% of their total funding. | have
said time and again that our Medicare system
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needs broad reform to make it sustainable for
future generations. We cannot continue to im-
pose cut after cut on our providers and expect
to fix the system without shifting more of the
financial burden to our senior population or
harming patient care. Working together to im-
plement creative reforms like this, we will en-
sure that this valuable service continues to im-
prove the lives of our seniors in their homes
in Indiana and across the nation.

———

BLM PREVENTS JOB OPPORTUNI-
TIES IN THE CENTRAL VALLEY

HON. DAVID G. VALADAO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 16, 2013

Mr. VALADAO. Mr. Speaker, this month, the
United States Bureau of Land Management in-
definitely cancelled all oil and natural gas
lease sales in California. This includes 1,278
acres of prime oil and natural gas land in Kern
and Fresno counties located in my District—
California 21.

This land is part of the Monterey Shale For-
mation located in the Central Valley. The Mon-
terey Shale contains 2/3 of our country’s shale
oil reserves—the equivalent of 15.4 billion bar-
rels. If tapped, it could generate half a million
jobs and generate $4.5 billion in revenue. This
would have a significant impact on my district
which has faced chronic unemployment for
years.

However, citing sequestration, BLM is sus-
pending all future lease sales in California.
The decision was made despite the fact that
these leases provide significant revenue for
the federal government.

This is just another example of the Adminis-
tration using sequestration to further their envi-
ronmental policy agenda at the expense of
American families. BLM’s efforts to prevent
energy development are depriving my con-
stituents of quality jobs and increasing energy
prices for hardworking families across the
country.

It is unacceptable that BLM is halting lease
auctions in regions that have been used for oil
and gas development for over a century.
These auctions generate revenue for the fed-
eral government, reduce our nation’s depend-
ency on foreign oil, and lead to direct eco-
nomic benefits as well as local job creation.

Thousands in the Central Valley remain un-
employed as the job—creating opportunities
within lease sales remain untapped. If we took
advantage of these employment opportunities,
small businesses would have more customers
and local government could direct more rev-
enue dollars to public safety and education.
Those of us in the Central Valley are proud of
our energy and agriculture heritage.

It is time for Washington bureaucrats to get
out of the way and let our valley flourish.
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A TRIBUTE TO RECOGNIZE JULIUS
KNAPP AND EVAN KWEREL ON
RECEIVING PRESIDENTIAL RANK
AWARDS

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 16, 2013

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Julius Knapp and Evan Kwerel on
receiving Presidential Rank Awards. Every
year the President confers these prestigious
awards to a select group of career senior ex-
ecutives with the designation of Distinguished
Executive, and Meritorious Executive.

Last month, Julius Knapp, Chief of the Fed-
eral Communications Commission’s (FCC) Of-
fice of Engineering and Technology and a
dedicated agency employee for nearly 39
years, received the Distinguished Executive
Presidential Rank Award. This award recog-
nizes Julius for his ongoing work to unleash
new technological innovation.

Evan Kwerel, the FCC’s Senior Economic
Advisor and a 30-year agency employee, re-
ceived the Meritorious Executive Presidential
Rank Award. As the “father of FCC spectrum
auctions,” Evan was recognized for his keen
economic analysis that has made an extraor-
dinary impact on modern communications pol-
icy.

yMr. Speaker, | ask the entire House to join
me in congratulating Julius Knapp and Evan
Kwerel on receiving these very special awards
and for their dedicated years of service to the
Federal Communications Commission and to
the people of our nation whom they have
served in an exemplary fashion.

IN RECOGNITION OF LILLIAN
KAFKA

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 16, 2013

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Lillian Kafka as she celebrates her
ninetieth birthday this month.

Ms. Kafka, or “Libby” as she is referred to
by her many friends, was born on May 18,
1923, to Louis and Mae Dubinsky of Sharon,
Massachusetts. The Dubinsky family owned
Sunset Lodge, a popular summer resort hotel
on the idyllic shore of Lake Massapoag in
Sharon. Ms. Kafka, along with her siblings
Aaron and Edith, would often help their par-
ents with the daily tasks of the family busi-
ness. Upon the passing of Louis, the Dubinsky
children helped their mother even more with
running the hotel until it was sold to the Arch-
diocese of Boston several years later.

On June 18, 1944, Ms. Kafka celebrated her
wedding to husband Milton Kafka at the Sun-
set Lodge, and the two remained happily mar-
ried until Milton’s passing in 2006. The Kafkas
welcomed five children into their family: Louis,
Millie, Benjamin, Kenneth, and Hirsh. Ms.
Kafka has seen her family grow exponentially
over the years, and is now the proud grand-
mother of twelve and great-grandmother of
seventeen.

Today, Ms. Kafka stays quite active with her
large family, and spends much time in par-
ticular with her great-grandchildren, who lov-
ingly refer to her as “G.G.” When she is not
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