May 16, 2013

| urge my colleagues to support this meas-
ure.

———

COMMEMORATING THE 1980
OLYMPIC MEDICAL STAFF

HON. DAVID E. PRICE

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 16, 2013

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to provide long-overdue recogni-
tion for a group of Americans who were de-
nied the opportunity and honor of representing
our country at the 1980 Olympic Games: the
U.S. Olympic medical staff.

In response to the Soviet invasion of Af-
ghanistan in 1979, the United States led a
global effort to boycott the 1980 summer
Olympic Games in Moscow. Sixty-five nations
participated in the boycott, in an unprece-
dented display of international solidarity
against Communist aggression.

Today, we look back at the 1980 Olympic
boycott as a dramatic and triumphant moment
in Cold War history. For the members of the
U.S. Olympic team, however, it also rep-
resented a foregone opportunity to fulfill a
once-in-a-lifetime dream of representing their
country at the pinnacle of international athletic
competition.

In recognition of the hard work, determina-
tion, and sacrifice of our Olympic athletes, the
96th Congress commissioned gold-plated
medals to be minted for each member of the
team. In July of 1980, Congress held a cere-
mony on the East Front Steps to hand-deliver
the medals; more than 450 Olympic athletes
were in attendance, as was President Jimmy
Carter.

During the 110th Congress, it was brought
to the attention of Congress that, because of
a clerical interpretation, these Americans were
not listed as recipients of the Congressional
Gold Medal by the Clerk of the House. In re-
sponse, former Representative Todd Tiahrt
worked with the Clerk’s office and the U.S.
Olympic Committee to officially recognize the
members of the 1980 Summer U.S. Olympic
Team as recipients of the Congressional Gold
Medal.

Unfortunately, this was not the only over-
sight on the part of Congress. Our athletes
were not the only Americans affected by our
government’s decision to boycott the 1980
Summer Games; our Olympic medical and
training personnel also lost the chance to rep-
resent their country on the world stage. Like
our Olympic athletes, these medical and train-
ing professionals were leaders in their fields
selected specifically for this honor, but they
were never properly recognized for their con-
tributions and their sacrifice.

As a small and belated gesture of gratitude,
| stand here today, 33 years later, to recog-
nize the following members of the 1980 U.S.
Olympic medical staff for their service to our
country: Physicians Tony Daly, Roy Bergman,
Jerry Patmont, Doug Shaw, and Tim Taft (of
my home State of North Carolina); and Ath-
letic Trainers Bob Beeten, Sherry Babagian,
Dave Blanchard, Tina Bonci, Chuck Demers,
Tim Kerin, Mike Linkovich, Bob Moore, Al
Ortolani, Tony Russo, Larry Standifer, Gail
Weldon, and Troy Young.
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IN MEMORY OF THE HONORABLE
LYDIA GARDNER

HON. JOHN L. MICA

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 16, 2013

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life and accomplishments of a de-
voted public servant, a community leader and
a special friend, Orange County Clerk of
Courts Lydia Gardner. With her passing on
May 8, 2013, her family has lost a loved one
and our community and the State of Florida
have lost a respected and accomplished lead-

er.

Lydia was born in Michigan and graduated
from the University of Michigan. She also at-
tended Rollins College and the prestigious
John F. Kennedy School of Government at
Harvard University. However, it was with an
early passion for politics that she won the po-
sition of Student Council President at Central
High School in Grand Rapids, Michigan.

rior to serving as Clerk of Courts, Mrs.
Gardner distinguished herself as an educator,
achieved success in real estate and as an ex-
ecutive with a Fortune 100 telecommuni-
cations company and was later elected as
member and chairman of the Orange County
School Board.

Lydia was first elected in 2000 and then a
subsequent four terms as Orange County,
Florida’s Clerk of Courts. In 2008 her office re-
ceived the Sterling Award for operational ex-
cellence awarded by the Governor. She has
been appointed by the Florida Supreme Court
to a number of special committees, most re-
cently one to study privacy and court records.
Lydia lent her support to causes important to
her and the Central Florida community. She
was a strong advocate for the mentally ill and
was the recipient of the Central Florida Mental
Health Association’s Golden Bell Award. She
played a key role in establishing the Domestic
Violence Commission in Orange County,
served on the Jail Oversight Committee, Juve-
nile Justice Commission as well as the Board
of Directors for the Central Receiving Center.
In addition, she has served on the Board of
the Orlando Science Center and Winter Park
Chamber of Commerce, which elected her
chairman in 2003.

A devoted wife, mother and grandmother,
she truly made an indelible mark on her fam-
ily, community and our judicial system. My
deepest condolences are extended to her hus-
band John, her son Chris and daughter Betsy.
In addition, Lydia is remembered by her four
grandchildren and three siblings. Mr. Speaker,
| ask all Members of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives join me in recognizing the distin-
guished life and service of Lydia Gardner.

————
RECOGNIZING THE WINNERS OF
THE NINTH ANNUAL  TECH-

NOLOGY AND ARTS COMPETI-
TION HOSTED BY SAIC AND THE
COUNCIL FOR THE ARTS OF
HERNDON

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 16, 2013

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, | rise to rec-
ognize and congratulate the participants and

E685

winners from the Council for the Arts of Hern-
don’s Ninth Annual SAIC Technology and the
Arts Competition.

The Technology and the Arts program grew
out of a desire to offer computer savvy teens
a way to showcase their abilities in an artistic
format. The innovative program challenges
students in all Fairfax and Arlington county
high schools to create works of animation, dig-
ital art, digital music, and digital photography
by blending technology and artistry into one
cutting—edge masterpiece. Students submit
entries at their schools, and teachers are
tasked with selecting which works will be en-
tered into the contest. Works are judged by
professionals and experts in the field, and
awards are given for first place through honor-
able mention in each category.

This program also showcases how creativity
extends beyond the arts into a crucial compo-
nent of our local and national economies.
Technology has been the driving force behind
Fairfax County’s economic expansion for the
past two decades. Knowledge-based enter-
prises directly employ more than 140,000 peo-
ple in Fairfax County and some of the world’s
leading technology firms are headquartered
here. America remains the world’s leader in
technology innovation primarily because of the
creativity and ingenuity of these companies.
This event is not just about art, it is also about
laying the foundation for America’s competi-
tiveness in a global market place.

| am pleased to congratulate the following
winners of the Technology and the Arts Com-
petition and to enter their names into the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD:

SAIC Sponsor Award: Briana Bui—Taken
By The Wind.

CAH Board of Director’s Choice: Dean Dick-
inson Effects of Music.

Digital Art: 1st Place, Kelly Park—Bottle
Memories, 2nd Place, Marvin Funes—Untitled,
3rd Place, Aileen Kenny—Bite Your Lip and
Tell a Lie, Honorable Mention, J Lash—Found,
Honorable Mention, Lauve Gladstone—Feath-
er Brush, Honorable Mention, Dylan
Staniszewski—Painting with Poison, Honor-
able Mention, Heather—Pham Dream, Honor-
able Mention, Kevin Jo—Jazz Player, Honor-
able Mention, Roya Sodeifi—Fourth, Honor-
able Mention, Tony Lunsford—Ticking Trans-
formation.

Digital Photography: 1st Place, Dakota
James—Spring Snow, 2nd Place, Wray Sin-
clair—Photography, 3rd Place, Kyle Kirk-
patrick—Hit the Nail on the Head, Honorable
Mention, Marisa Ross—Dryer.

Animation: 1st Place, Max Johnson—Dis-
pense, 2nd Place, Samuel Eddy—Neerstorten,
3rd Place, lan Jelliffe— Fat Lady Sings, Honor-
able Mention, Kevin Dang—A Day in the Life
of a Pencil—Falls Church High School.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues join
me in congratulating this year's winners and
thanking SAIC, the Council for the Arts of
Herndon, as well as the educators, parents,
and community partners for their support of
these students and this competition.
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