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Ted Kennedy said that in 2007. He al-

ways spoke from back here, and I can 
still hear his booming voice, and I can 
hear him saying this. Our friend Ted 
Kennedy was right, and I believe the 
time for commonsense immigration re-
form has come. I am sorry Senator 
Kennedy is not alive to see the wide-
spread bipartisan support for the legis-
lation being considered today in the 
Judiciary Committee, legislation that 
I will shortly bring before the full Sen-
ate. Senator Kennedy would be very 
satisfied with the efforts of the Gang of 
8—four Democrats and four Repub-
licans. 

Even though Ted Kennedy was known 
as one of America’s great progressives, 
his legacy is that he worked with lib-
erals, conservatives, Independents—he 
worked with everyone—to get work 
done. He always was willing to set 
aside partisanship, and that is what the 
Gang of 8 has done and that is why he 
would like this so much. 

This Gang of 8 has addressed a crit-
ical issue facing our Nation, and he 
would applaud the work of the Senate 
Judiciary Committee and the leader-
ship of his long-time friend he served 
with on that committee for, oh, it 
must be four decades. Kennedy and 
LEAHY, they did a lot of work together, 
and Senator LEAHY has done so much 
in this committee—work that he has 
done in the last several weeks to refine 
and perfect the reasonable proposal of 
the Gang of 8. 

So it is gratifying to see the momen-
tum behind commonsense reforms that 
will make our country safer and help 11 
million undocumented immigrants get 
right with the law. Although neither 
Republicans nor Democrats will sup-
port each and every proposal or aspect 
of this legislation, it is reassuring to 
see the diverse coalition that has 
formed in support of real reform, com-
monsense reform—reform that im-
proves our dysfunctional legal immi-
gration system, reform that continues 
to secure our borders, reform that re-
quires 11 million undocumented people 
to pass a criminal background check, 
and pay fines and taxes to start on the 
path to earn their citizenship. We can’t 
do this piecemeal, and we can’t do it 
without a pathway to earning citizen-
ship. 

The thorough and open process un-
derway in the Judiciary Committee is 
exemplary of how the Senate should 
work. So far the committee has consid-
ered 62 amendments to the original 
proposal, some from Democrats and 
some from Republicans. In fact, the 
committee has adopted 12 Republican 
amendments, including measures to 
strengthen the border and improve our 
legal immigration system. 

The Senate completed work on im-
portant water resource legislation yes-
terday—a lot is going on in the Sen-
ate—and we are now going to begin 
consideration of a crucial piece of leg-
islation dealing with agriculture. I 
commend and applaud the chairman of 
that committee DEBBIE STABENOW. She 

is a very good legislator. They got the 
bill out of that committee in a very 
quick fashion. So I repeat, I admire 
what she has done. She also has a new 
ranking member there, THAD COCHRAN 
from Mississippi, who is a fine man and 
a good legislator. 

As I have said, as soon as it is ready, 
I am going to bring that immigration 
legislation to the floor. We are going to 
start on the farm bill Monday, and I 
am going to bring the immigration bill 
to the floor regardless of whether we 
have completed action on the farm bill. 
Although immigration is a complex 
and controversial issue that deserves 
ample time for thoughtful debate and 
consideration, it is also too important 
to delay action any longer. 

As a Senator from Nevada and whose 
father-in-law was born in Russia and 
immigrated to the United States, I 
have witnessed firsthand the heart-
break of our broken immigration sys-
tem. I see the heartbreak it has caused 
for immigrants and their families. So 
this issue is very personal to me, as I 
have just indicated, and it is very per-
sonal to every immigrant family striv-
ing to build a better life in America. 
That is why they came here. 

The time has come for permanent so-
lutions—solutions that are tough but 
fair, solutions that fix our broken legal 
immigration system, solutions that 
punish unscrupulous employers that 
exploit immigrants and drag down 
wages for every worker in America, so-
lutions that pull 11 million people out 
of the shadows so they can pay taxes, 
learn English, and get right with the 
law, solutions that put them on the 
path to citizenship so they can con-
tribute fully to their communities and 
to this country. 

I will do everything in my power to 
have this bill become law. I am con-
fident the time is right. As Senator 
Kennedy put it, the kind of comprehen-
sive reform that our ideals and our na-
tional security demand. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, would you 
announce the work in the Senate 
today. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

NOMINATION OF ERNEST J. MONIZ 
TO BE SECRETARY OF ENERGY 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will proceed to executive ses-
sion to consider the following nomina-
tion, which the clerk will report. 

The bill clerk read the nomination of 
Ernest J. Moniz, of Massachusetts, to 
be Secretary of Energy. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, there 
will be 3 hours for debate equally di-
vided in the usual form. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that when the Repub-
lican leader finishes his time and a 
quorum call is made, that the time 
during the quorum be equally divided 
between the two sides. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The Republican leader is recog-
nized. 

IRS INVESTIGATION 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, last 

night the President took an important 
symbolic step in accepting the resigna-
tion of acting IRS Commissioner Mil-
ler. I had called for this resignation on 
Monday, when we learned Mr. Miller 
signed his name to one, if not more, 
letters that we now know couldn’t pos-
sibly have been truthful—couldn’t pos-
sibly have been truthful. But let us be 
clear: This symbolic step was just that, 
symbolic. 

What Americans want right now is 
answers about what happened at the 
IRS, why it wasn’t disclosed earlier, 
who is ultimately accountable for this 
behavior, and assurances this kind of 
thing isn’t going to go on at the IRS or 
anywhere else in the Federal Govern-
ment because the allegations of ideo-
logical targeting only continue to mul-
tiply. This is continuing to multiply. 

This morning I would like to focus on 
just one of those incidents. It is the 
case of a group called the National Or-
ganization for Marriage. Last May Sen-
ator HATCH, the top Republican on the 
Finance Committee, sent a letter to 
the IRS inquiring about reports that 
someone—someone—at the IRS had 
leaked confidential donor information 
from NOM—the National Organization 
for Marriage—to an advocacy group 
whose political goals were in direct 
conflict with its own. 

NOM has since released documents 
suggesting that this information came 
from one source—from within the IRS 
itself. 

All this took place, by the way, in 
the middle of a national political cam-
paign. Significantly, one of the NOM 
donors whose name was leaked was 
none other than Mitt Romney. 

And what about the group it was 
leaked to? 

It was headed by a guy who was 
named a national co-chair of the 
Obama campaign, and who published 
the confidential donor information on 
the website of the organization he ran, 
an organization opposed to the goals of 
NOM. 

So here is another situation that, at 
the very least, clearly merits inves-
tigation. 

There are allegations here that some-
one at the IRS committed a very seri-
ous crime that had the effect of 
chilling the speech of a political orga-
nization that happened to be on the 
wrong side of the current administra-
tion. 

Yet, a year later, Senator HATCH has 
yet to hear anything back from the 
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