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Both the Bush and Obama adminis-

trations support ratification of these 
agreements, which have already re-
ceived Senate advice and consent. Ad-
vancing this legislation strengthens 
international cooperation and informa-
tion-sharing, and will ensure that the 
United States stays at the forefront of 
global counterterrorism and counter-
proliferation efforts. These measures 
are consistent with our domestic ef-
forts to improve homeland security and 
to promote better international co-
operation. 

It is my hope the Senate will act 
swiftly to pass this legislation so that 
these important multilateral agree-
ments can finally be ratified. I encour-
age my colleagues to vote in favor of 
this legislation. 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, 
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

I rise in support of H.R. 1073, the Nu-
clear Terrorism Conventions Imple-
mentation and Safety of Maritime 
Navigation Act. This bipartisan legis-
lation, which was reported favorably 
by the Judiciary Committee in March, 
is nearly identical to legislation that 
the House passed by voice vote in the 
last Congress. 

H.R. 1073 amends the Federal Crimi-
nal Code to conform our laws to our 
Nation’s obligations under four inter-
national treaties that are part of an 
important effort to update inter-
national law for the post-September 
11th era. Two of the treaties, the Inter-
national Convention for the Suppres-
sion of Acts of Nuclear Terrorism and 
the Convention for the Physical Pro-
tection of Nuclear Material, require 
party nations to better protect nuclear 
materials and to punish acts of nuclear 
terrorism. 

Two other treaties, amendments to 
the Convention for the Suppression of 
Unlawful Acts Against the Safety of 
Maritime Navigation and the Protocol 
for Suppression of Unlawful Acts 
Against the Safety of Fixed Platforms, 
address the use of ships and fixed plat-
forms in terrorist attacks, as well as 
the transport of weapons, weapons de-
livery systems, and the transport of 
terrorist fugitives by sea. 

The United States signed these trea-
ties in 2005, and the Senate passed reso-
lutions of advice and consent on all 
four in 2008. We cannot ratify these 
agreements, however, until Congress 
amends the Federal Criminal Code to 
bring it in line with our new obliga-
tions. H.R. 1073 does just that—and 
nothing more. It amends title 18 of the 
United States Code to explicitly pro-
hibit acts of terrorism involving radio-
active material, provide new security 
requirements for the use and storage of 
nuclear materials, and address the use 
of ships and offshore platforms in ter-
rorist attacks. 

With the cooperation of the Justice 
Department, this bill does not include 
previously proposed language that was 
outside the scope of the underlying 
treaties. For example, the original 

version proposed by the administration 
included an expansion of the scope of 
conduct subject to the death penalty, 
new wiretap predicates, and authoriza-
tion for the President to conduct simi-
lar agreements in the future without 
congressional approval. There is no 
need to argue about these controversial 
provisions in order to implement the 
underlying treaties, and those unre-
lated initiatives have been removed in 
this version of the bill. So I’m grateful 
for the spirit of cooperation in which 
the bill before us has been drafted. 

The resulting bipartisan proposal has 
the full support of the Obama adminis-
tration. I’m pleased to join my col-
leagues, the gentleman from Wis-
consin, the chair of the Subcommittee 
on Crime, Mr. SENSENBRENNER, along 
with Ranking Member CONYERS and 
Chairman GOODLATTE. 

I urge my colleagues to support H.R. 
1073. I have one additional speaker, so 
I will reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. I continue 
to reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, 
I yield such time as he may consume to 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
FATTAH). 

Mr. FATTAH. Let me thank the 
ranking member and let me thank the 
gentleman, Mr. SENSENBRENNER, who 
brought this bill before us. I rise in 
support of the bill, and I wanted to use 
this occasion to make some additional 
comments. 

We recognize that the proliferation of 
nuclear weapons is the greatest threat 
that our country faces. I took a trip 
with Chairman YOUNG to visit the 
International Atomic Energy Agency 
in Vienna, Austria, looking at the 
weapons development program in Iran. 
This is a big issue that the Congress 
has got to pay a lot of attention to. 

But I also wanted to take a minute 
as a member of the Energy Appropria-
tions Subcommittee to talk about the 
administration’s request on both non-
proliferation and modernization. The 
nonproliferation request is flatlined. 
The weapons modernization, which is 
important as relates to our obligations 
and agreements relative to the START 
treaty, is well funded. But we think 
there are some gaps in terms of the 
planning. And we need to understand 
more fully, in terms of both the B–61 
and the W–76, where we’re headed in 
terms of the long-term package. 

So this bill is important because it 
deals with terrorism threats in terms 
of nuclear weapons. Part of dealing 
with that is to make sure that we con-
tinue the work of Senators Nunn and 
Lugar in nonproliferation. It’s also im-
portant for our country to modernize 
our weapons, and to do that with a full 
understanding that we cannot do that 
on a year-to-year basis. We have to 
have a long-term plan and understand 
the entire package. 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, 
I yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

H.R. 1073, the Nuclear Terrorism Con-
ventions Implementation and Safety of 
Maritime Navigation Act of 2013, is bi-
partisan legislation to ratify certain 
counterterrorism treaty obligations. 
This legislation was reported by voice 
vote from the Judiciary Committee 
last month. Similar legislation was 
unanimously reported by the com-
mittee and passed the House by voice 
vote also last Congress. 

Terrorism and the proliferation of 
weapons of mass destruction do not 
recognize international boundaries. 
These treaties are important tools in 
the fight against terrorism. Each one 
builds on an existing treaty to which 
the United States is a party. The trea-
ties and this legislation complement 
important U.S. priorities to prevent 
nuclear terrorism, counterproliferation 
of weapons of mass destruction, and 
counterterrorism initiatives. Enacting 
this legislation will reinforce the 
United States’ leadership role in pro-
moting these and other counterterror-
ism treaties and will likely prompt 
other countries to join. 
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In addition to bolstering broad secu-
rity and proliferation-prevention goals, 
these protocols help to promote imple-
mentation of certain sanctions against 
rogue regimes that are hostile to U.S. 
interests. 

I commend Chairman GOODLATTE and 
Ranking Member CONYERS, along with 
the sponsor of H.R. 1073, Crime Sub-
committee Chairman SENSENBRENNER, 
and Ranking Member SCOTT for their 
commitment to this important legisla-
tion. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in 
passing H.R. 1073 today, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. COL-
LINS) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, H.R. 1073. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, on that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 6:30 p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 5 o’clock and 31 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 
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AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
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