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prepared for any eventuality. He has worked
closely with the Committee on House Adminis-
tration over the years concerning every facet
of the House parking regulations. Rod is also
involved in continuity and contingency plan-
ning efforts for the Sergeant at Arms.

Rod Myers’ profound compassion and deep
commitment to this institution are second to
none. From events such as 9/11 and the an-
thrax incident, to an earthquake, his gentle na-
ture always projects a sense of assurance and
calm to all who encounter him. His leadership
by example and an ability to motivate are
benchmarks in a long and distinguished ca-
reer.

Please join me in commending the out-
standing service of Mr. Rodric J. Myers, to the
Congress of the United States and congratu-
lating him on his retirement. We wish you well
in all your future endeavors.

——

IN MEMORY OF MR. LONAL XELA
ROBINSON

HON. AL GREEN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 22, 2013

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, |
would like to honor the memory of a gifted
young man and community servant, Mr. Lonal
Xela Robinson. With exceptional skill and pur-
pose, he dedicated his life to helping those
around him and enlightening his community
through the arts.

Mr. Robinson was born in Champaign, llli-
nois on June 24, 1979. His parents instilled
within him a love for community service and
an evident compassion for all of God’s crea-
tures. While in high school, Mr. Robinson
achieved the prodigious feats of writing the
play “CHANGE” for the National Association
of Negro Business and Professional Women’s
Club, Inc, as well as serving as vice president
in charge of programs for the organization. His
play, “CHANGE,” won first place in a national
convention held in New York City, judged by
Broadway stage casts. Mr. Robinson later at-
tended Langston University where he distin-
guished himself further by founding the
Langston University Theatre and Drama Club,
as well as traveling the country doing mission
work with the Wesley Foundation and United
Methodist Church.

After graduating college, Mr. Robinson went
on to lead and write for the Houston Sun.
Under his leadership, the newspaper ex-
panded its presence and embarked on bold
community initiatives in Houston. He led the
organization in its adoption of Emancipation
Park to present back-to-school rallies and tal-
ent shows for children in the community. He
started the Houston Sun Presents program,
which offered educational, instructive, and en-
tertaining programs and services to the com-
munity. Along with his work in the community
and leadership of the Houston Sun, Mr. Robin-
son wrote two yet-to-be published works of
poetry, “Pieces of Me” and “Poetry for all
Seasons.” He also served in various organiza-
tions: ombudsman for the National Association
of Negro Business and Professional Women’s
Clubs, Inc. and the National Council of Negro
Women. He also received a number of awards
for his contributions to the community, includ-
ing the 4-H Club Spirit Award, Million Men
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March Award, and the Houston Sun Beacon of
Light: Men of Valor Award.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, Mr. Robinson will be
missed dearly by a multitude of family and
friends. This family includes his mother, Dorris
Ellis Robinson; brother, Sirrod Robinson; two
sisters, Shuronda and Dorcaus Robinson; as
well as a loving extended family. Mr. Robinson
will be remembered in Houston as a thoughtful
and intelligent young man who used the prime
years of his life to make his community a bet-
ter place.

———

HONORING HEROES FOR VICTIMS

2013 CONGRESSIONAL VICTIMS’
RIGHTS CAUCUS AWARDS
HON. TED POE
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, May 22, 2013

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, RAINN,
Merced’s Community Violence Intervention
and Prevention Task Force, Michele Steeb,
Martha Herm, LaWanda Hawkins, and Su-
zanne Beaudoin are six selfless individuals
and organizations that have changed the lives
of innumerable victims around the country.

Recently, the Congressional Victims’ Rights
Caucus honored these very special advocates
and organizations during our annual VRC
Awards Ceremony for going above and be-
yond for victims.

Congressman JIM COSTA and | serve as co-
chairs of the Victims’ Rights Caucus.

| nominated RAINN, the Rape Abuse and
Incest National Network, for the Suzanne
McDaniel Award for Public Awareness. Just
like Suzanne, RAINN has pioneered efforts in
the victims’ rights community.

RAINN was founded by my friend Scott
Berkowitz. It began with the creation of the
National Sexual Assault Hotline and has
grown to assist and advocate for victims in a
variety of innovative ways. Although Scott is
from New Jersey, he’s a lot like a Texan, and
that is why | respect him so much.

Scott and his organization RAINN do not
stop until they reach their goal. And their goal
is to prevent sexual assault and serve the vic-
tims of this awful crime. RAINN never gave up
advocating for the SAFER Act (Sexual Assault
Forensic Evidence Reporting Act), a bill to end
the rape kit backlog. This organization knows
firsthand the importance of testing rape kits in
order to bring justice to victims and put per-
petrators behind bars. Because of RAINN's
unceasing efforts, the SAFER Act was signed
into law as part of the Violence Against
Women Reauthorization Act earlier this year.

RAINN’s National Sexual Assault Hotline
has served more than 1.5 million victims, and
the number of victims affected by RAINN’s
other services and advocacy are countless.
Groups like RAINN turn victims into survivors.

Merced’s Community Violence Intervention
and Prevention Task Force, nominated by
VRC co-chair Congressman JiM COSTA for the
Lois Haight Award of Excellence and Innova-
tion, is helping to prevent crime before it hap-
pens.

This organization is a collaboration of local
leaders formed in 2006 in response to gang
related violence in the Merced community.

The Task Force makes Merced a safer
place by educating the community about vio-
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lence, promoting character development, and
providing information for families and youth.

From Gang Awareness Workshops to
Merced County’s first anonymous “text a tip”
line, the Task Force has contributed greatly to
the Merced community. Organizations like this
Task Force are critical to stopping our citizens
from becoming victims.

Congressman COSTA’S fellow member of the
California Delegation, Congresswoman DORIS
MATSUI, a particularly active member of the
Caucus recognized a leader in her community,
Michele Steeb. Ms. Steeb, the CEO of St.
John’s Shelter Program for Women and Chil-
dren in Sacramento received the Allied Profes-
sional Award for her dedication. Under Ms.
Steeb’s guidance, St. John’s Shelter Program
has expanded into more than just a safe place
for women and children but a program to help
victims thrive. The unique assistance offered
like parenting classes, financial management
classes, and on-the-job training empower the
victims under Ms. Steeb’s care to take on the
world. Leaders like Michele Steeb transform
the lives of crime victims.

Like Michele Steeb, Martha Herm runs a do-
mestic violence program with innovative, com-
munity-based components that have lead to
the betterment of Peoria, IL for years. Ms.
Herm is the Executive Director at the Center
for the Prevention of Abuse, which she has
lead for many years. The Center for the Pre-
vention of Abuse is well known and highly re-
garded in Congressman AARON SCHOCK’S dis-
trict. To honor Ms. Herm’s leadership, Con-
gressman SCHOCK nominated this hero to vic-
tims with the Ed Stout Memorial Award for
Outstanding Victim Advocacy. This award hon-
ors the memory of Ed Stout, the Director of
Aid for Victims of Crime of St. Louis, MO—one
of the nation’s three oldest victim assistance
organizations—who died in 2005 following a
30+ year career of inspiring crime victims and
those who serve them.

Through Ms. Herm’s efforts, the Center has
grown from serving mainly women and chil-
dren to serving all populations and working to
stop violence before it starts. In the words of
Mike McCoy, the Sheriff of Peoria County,
“Martha Herm is a constant voice for those in
need.”

LaWanda Hawkins is another one who
helps those in need. Congresswoman KAREN
BASS nominated her for the Eva Murillo Un-
sung Hero Award. Ms. Hawkins is an inspira-
tion to her community and mothers around the
country.

| won’t forget the story Ms. Hawkins shared
with us during the award ceremony. One day
she was in her car, listening to a story on the
radio about a young man that was murdered.
She prayed for the young man and his family
the whole car ride, only to find out later that
it was her own son, Reggie. He had been
tragically murdered.

Ms. Hawkins never wanted another family to
feel the pain she felt when she answered the
phone that day notifying her that the young
man she heard about on the radio was her
son. She connected with other parents who
experienced similar tragedies. They realized
that their cases were not being solved, and
they were left out of the criminal justice proc-
ess. Ms. Hawkins knew that this was not right
and in 1996, founded Justice for Murdered
Children. Through her organization, she pro-
vides a variety of services to families of mur-
dered children, including legal assistance,
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