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The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms.
BALDWIN). Under the previous order,
the question is, Will the Senate advise
and consent to the nomination of Jef-
frey L. Schmehl, of Pennsylvania, to be
United States District Judge for the
BEastern District of Pennsylvania?

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask for
the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There is a sufficient second.

The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk called the roll.

The result was announced—yeas 100,
nays 0, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 149 Ex.]

YEAS—100
Alexander Flake Murkowski
Ayotte Franken Murphy
Baldwin Gillibrand Murray
Barrasso Graham Nelson
Baucus Grassley Paul
Begich Hagan Portman
Bennet Harkin Pryor
Blumenthal Hatch Reed
Blunt Heinrich Reid
Boozman Heitkamp Risch
Boxer Heller Robert:
Brown Hirono Oberts
Burr Hoeven Roc];efeller
Cantwell Inhofe Rubio
Cardin Isakson Sanders
Carper Johanns Schatz
Casey Johnson (SD) Schumer
Chambliss Johnson (WI) Scott
Chiesa Kaine Sessions
Coats King Shaheen
Coburn Kirk Shelby
Cochran Klobuchar Stabenow
Collins Landrieu Tester
Coons Leahy Thune
Corker Lee Toomey
Cornyn Levin Udall (CO)
Cowan Manchin Udall (NM)
Crapo McCain Vitter
Cruz McCaskill Warner
Donnelly McConnell
Durbin Menendez Wa?ren
Enzi Merkley Whitehouse
Feinstein Mikulski Wicker
Fischer Moran Wyden

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motions to re-
consider are made and laid on the
table, and the President will be imme-
diately notified of the Senate’s action.

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, Senate resumes leg-
islative session.

BORDER SECURITY, ECONOMIC OP-
PORTUNITY, AND IMMIGRATION
MODERNIZATION ACT—Continued

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Montana is recognized.

Mr. TESTER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that I be recog-
nized to speak for up to 5 minutes in
order to call up my amendment, that
Senator VITTER then be recognized for
up to 8 minutes in order to call up his
amendment, and then Senator HIRONO
be recognized to speak for up to 20 min-
utes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

AMENDMENT NO. 1198

Mr. TESTER. Madam President, I

call up amendment No. 1198.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

The Senator from Montana [Mr. TESTER]
proposes an amendment numbered 1198.

The amendment is as follows:
(Purpose: To modify the Border Oversight

Task Force to include tribal government

officials)

On page 922, line 13, insert ‘‘and tribal”’
after ‘‘border”.

On page 923, line 9, strike ‘29’ and insert
33,

On page 923, line 15, strike 12 and insert
€14,

On page 923, between lines 20 and 21, insert
the following:

(III) 2 tribal government officials;

On page 924, line 7, strike ‘177 and insert
€19,

On page 924, between lines 12 and 13, insert
the following:

(III) 2 tribal government officials;

On page 925, line 8, strike ‘14 and insert
€167,

Mr. TESTER. Madam President, I am
proud to be joined by Senators MUR-
KOWSKI, CRAPO, and MURRAY in offering
this bipartisan amendment. Border se-
curity is one of the most important as-
pects of this bill, and on both sides of
the border, especially the northern bor-
der, the only way to secure the border
is to involve State, local, and tribal
law enforcement in that effort. Native-
American lands and people are a vital
but, unfortunately, an often over-
looked part of our border security plan.
A chain is only as strong as its weakest
link. Right now, drug smuggling and
trafficking in persons is happening on
Indian reservations on our border,
moving virtually unnoticed into Amer-
ica. The problem, as the GAO told me
in a recent report on this very topic, is
a lack of communication and coordina-
tion between tribal and U.S. border of-
ficials.

This amendment adds four tribal
voices to the Department of Homeland
Security Task Force, two from the
northern border region and two from
the southern border region. As drafted,
this task force included border security
experts from various government enti-
ties and is responsible for solving prob-
lems related to border security. But
somehow the tribal perspective was left
out. Yet in Montana, the Blackfeet
Reservation is bigger than the entire
State of Delaware and it directly bor-
ders Canada for 50 miles. The Fort
Peck Reservation sits less than 30
miles from the Canadian border. This
amendment will increase communica-
tion and improve coordination between
the Federal and tribal governments
that it relies on to secure these bor-
ders. Adding a tribal representative to
that task force is the right thing to do
and it is just plain common sense.

I urge my colleagues to support it,
and I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
HEINRICH). The Senator from Lou-
isiana.

AMENDMENT NO. 1228
Mr. VITTER. Mr. President, I call up
to my pending amendment No. 1228.

June 13, 2013

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

The Senator from Louisiana [Mr. VITTER]
proposes an amendment numbered 1228.

Mr. VITTER. I ask unanimous con-
sent to waive reading of the amend-
ment.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The text of the amendment is printed
in the RECORD of June 12, 2013, under
“Text of Amendments.”

Mr. VITTER. Mr. President, this
amendment was in the group of four
that was the subject of the previous
unanimous consent so I look forward to
an ongoing debate and vote on this
amendment, hopefully early next week,
because we need to start voting on this
topic and on amendments to this bill.
The amendment is simple and in my
opinion very important. It would man-
date finally that we have an oper-
ational US-VISIT system to track
visas coming into the country and
exiting the country to guard against
visa overstays.

This is an important part of security
and enforcement, but one that is not
talked about enough. We always talk
about the border, as we should. We
often talk about workplace enforce-
ment, as we should. That is extremely
important. This is the third leg of the
stool that we do not talk about enough
but we need to focus on because this
goes to our national security as well as
border security.

The 9/11 terrorists all were individ-
uals who came into this country le-
gally, with a visa, but what happened?
They overstayed their visa by a lot and
they plotted to kill and destroy, which
unfortunately they successfully did on
9/11. Because of that, one of the top rec-
ommendations of the 9/11 Commission
was to implement this visa entry-exit
system using biometric data. We call
the system that has been developed the
US-VISIT system. The problem is full
implementation of the US-VISIT sys-
tem has never come close to occurring
as the 9/11 Commission recommended
that it be executed.

This amendment says simply we are
finally going to do it. We have talked
about it for years. We have lived
through actual terrorist attacks that
go to the heart of this need. The 9/11
Commission has rated it as a top rec-
ommendation, so we are finally going
to do it. We are not going to move on
to changing the legal status of current
illegals in this country under this bill
until we do it and until we verify that
it has been done. That is a very simple
idea.

I look forward to a continuing debate
on this need, on this amendment, and a
vote on this amendment early next
week.

Second, I also want to mention a
point of order I will be making on this
underlying bill as soon as possible,
hopefully also early next week. The
point of order is simple. It is a point of
order against the emergency designa-
tion provision contained in the bill in
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