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He still remains devoted to non-vio-
lence and equality for all.

In 1986, JOHN was elected to serve as
the U.S. Representative for Georgia’s
Fifth Congressional District, where he
continues to serve his constituency and
do remarkable work for the State of
Georgia.

He has been a loyal colleague and
friend, and an invaluable member of
the Georgia Congressional Delegation.
JOHN LEWIS’s unwavering ethical and
moral principles have garnered admira-
tion and respect from his colleagues on
both sides of the aisle, and I am hon-
ored to have known him.

Today, let us honor Mr. LEWIS, who
stood boldly against those who resisted
racial equality. JOHN’s legacy will be
remembered as one of great importance
in American history.

Like Martin Luther King, Jr. and
Rosa Parks, JOHN continues to inspire
those of us around him to fight for
what we believe in.

I hope we can all learn from the re-
markable life of Congressman JOHN
ROBERT LEWIS of Georgia.

————
THE ARMY’S 238TH BIRTHDAY

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, tomor-
row—June 1l4—marks the Army’s 238th
birthday. For 238 years, the Nation has
entrusted the Army with preserving its
peace and freedom, and defending its
democracy. Since its beginnings as the
Continental Army during our Revolu-
tionary War, to its instrumental role
in the wars of Iraq and Afghanistan,
the Army has always served America
admirably and I have every confidence
that it will continue in this proud mis-
sion.

The United States Army existed be-
fore there even was a United States to
speak of. The Continental Army was
established on June 14, 1775. It was
composed of rebellious colonists who
had little or no experience in sol-
diering. Despite these humble begin-
nings, General George Washington led
the Continental Army and against
overwhelming odds they defeated the
more seasoned and well-equipped Brit-
ish ground forces. Following the end of
the Revolutionary War, the Conti-
nental Army was disbanded but that
action was followed by the official cre-
ation of the U.S. Army on June 3, 1784.
Since then, our Army has become the
model against which all other nations’
armies are measured.

The Army’s birthday coincides with
Flag Day, a holiday that commemo-
rates our Nation’s adoption of the U.S.
flag. I believe this is fitting as our Na-
tion’s flag would not exist were it not
for the bravery and sacrifice of our
Army; and since its adoption, the
Army has always carried our Nation’s
flag into battle.

With the withdrawal of our military
forces in Iraq and the drawdown of
those forces in Afghanistan, I am con-
cerned that our soldiers who have re-
cently entered—or are about to enter—
civilian life will not be provided with
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the tools to adapt to their new lives.
Veteran unemployment, post-trau-
matic stress, and active duty military/
veteran suicides continue to be serious
issues and they must be addressed. If a
solider is able to excel on the battle-
field, then I see no reason why that
same soldier should not be able to
excel in the classroom, in a hospital, or
in the boardroom. We have to provide
our servicemen and women with the
tools to help them achieve these goals.
Doing so is not a hand-out, but rather
a ‘“‘hand up” that strengthens our Na-
tion, since it redounds to the benefit of
all Americans. Ultimately, we have to
continue to give these men and women
a stake in their own country.

Since 1775, American soldiers have
been the strength and sinew of our Na-
tion. Our soldiers are driven by the
ideals of the Warrior Ethos and commit
themselves to succeed in any mission
our Nation asks of them. Our soldiers
believe that our Constitution and the
freedom it guarantees are worth fight-
ing for. They sacrifice their personal
comfort and safety to answer a higher
calling: service in the cause of freedom,
both here at home for Americans, but
also abroad for foreign peoples.

I am awed by our servicemen and
women’s ability to adapt and succeed
in a mission that at various stages has
called upon them to be scholars, teach-
ers, policemen, farmers, bankers, engi-
neers, social workers, and, of course,
warriors—often all at the same time.
Above all, I am perpetually thankful
for their willingness to serve, and have
the greatest of faith in their ability to
face the difficult and dangerous mis-
sions that lie ahead. These patriots
have always been the strength of the
Nation. The unwavering dedication to
duty, to our country, and to all Ameri-
cans is embodied in the Army motto,
which is inscribed on top of the Depart-
ment of the Army’s official emblem
“This we’ll defend.” For 238 years, our
Army has lived by these words, pro-
tecting us so that our society may be
free. Let us remember our Army sol-
diers for this achievement today, and
wish them a happy 238th birthday.

———————

FLAG DAY

Mr. MANCHIN. Mr. President, as do
all West Virginians, I feel a special
surge of emotion every time I see the
American flag. After all, Old Glory is
the most enduring symbol of our coun-
try, representing the unity of our peo-
ple and the cause of liberty and justice
for all.

But the Star Spangled Banner is also
the most recognized symbol of freedom
wherever it flies in the world, a power-
ful inspiration to people everywhere
who are ‘‘yearning to breathe free,” as
it is inscribed on the Statue of Liberty.

Every day, Americans all across this
great land pledge their allegiance to
the flag of the United States. We salute
it; we fight for it; we cherish it; we
honor it.

But one day a year, we pay special
honor to our flag. We set aside every
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June 14th as Flag Day, commemo-
rating the date in 1777 when the Conti-
nental Congress officially made the
Stars and Stripes the symbol of Amer-
ica.

Tomorrow, my office is planning spe-
cial events in West Virginia commemo-
rating Flag Day. Members of my staff
will be presenting American flags to se-
lected organizations all across the
State that have requested flags:

To veterans in Logan at the ‘‘Spirit
of the Doughboy’’ statue, which honors
the victorious American soldiers of
World War One.

To the Veterans Museum of Mid-Ohio
Valley in Parkersburg, which pays
tribute to West Virginians who have
fought to preserve this country’s free-
dom.

To Shepherd University in
Shepherdstown, in conjunction with its
Team River Runner program which in-
cludes kayaking programs for wounded
warriors and their families.

To American Legion Post 33, in Sut-
ton, honoring them for conducting me-
morial services for veterans in Braxton
County.

To the City Council of Wardensville,
to be displayed at the Wardensville
Town Office.

To the ‘‘Here and There” Transit of
Philippi, as part of the dedication of its
new operations facilities.

And to the West Virginia Northern
Community College in Wheeling, which
only last month opened its Applied
Technology Center to veterans and
other students.

Flag Day has a special significance to
West Virginia. Our State was born out
of the fiery conflict of the Civil War,
and next week we will celebrate our
150th birthday.

In that terrible war, West Virginians
had a choice of two flags. We chose to
follow the Stars and Stripes and in
doing so, West Virginia became the
356th star on that Grand Old Flag.

So as we prepare for our State’s 150th
birthday celebration, I urge all West
Virginians to join me in celebrating
Flag Day—by displaying the flag that
from the first days of America came to
symbolize a ‘‘new constellation” of
hope and freedom and from the first
days of West Virginia came to rep-
resent an allegiance to our remarkable
Constitution.

In doing so, we honor not only our
flag, but also the ideals on which
America was founded as well as the
generations of Americans who have de-
fended those ideals in battle, always
ensuring at the end of the fight that
“our flag was still there.”

The Star Spangled Banner is a sym-
bol of their sacrifice and our faith.

Not long after Congress officially
adopted the Stars and Stripes as the
flag of the United States, George Wash-
ington said, ‘“We take the stars from
Heaven, the red from our mother coun-
try, separating it by white stripes, thus
showing that we have separated from
her, and the white stripes shall go
down to posterity representing 1lib-
erty.”
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