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dream of owning their own auto shop a reality.
Through the brothers’ hard work and deter-
mination, Sullivan’s was born. Since then, the
family-run business has provided superior
service and personal care to anyone who
walks through their doors. The Sullivan family
has made their shop a place where locals can
come and feel comfortable; the lobby of the
body shop is always stocked with snacks and
hot coffee and has become a location where
neighbors come to chat and have their engine
repaired at the same time.

The people who work for Sullivan’s Ad-
vanced Paint and Body Shop are not just
friendly—they are excellent at what they do—
fixing cars. The Sullivan brothers knew that a
successful small business can’t be run on
friendly personalities alone. Danny Sullivan
himself was the number one ranked technician
in the country in 1981, 1982, and 1983, and
he made it a priority to hire individuals with a
talent for repairing automobiles. In other
words, there is no doubt that they know what
they are doing.

Sullivan’s is an excellent example of what
makes our nation great and is well deserving
of recognition during National Small Business
Week. Small businesses are the backbone of
our economy, and shops like Sullivan’s are
what keep us going.

At Sullivan’s, the motto is: “Excellence
doesn’t just happen, it's a decision we make
every day.” Their actions and attitudes cer-
tainly reflect their motto In America, successful
businesses come from business owners like
the Sullivan brothers.

And that’s just the way it is.

———

HONORING THE LIFE AND DEDI-
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Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is
with profound sadness and deepest sympathy
that | rise to pay tribute to a fallen American
soldier. Army Staff Sergeant Jesse Lamar
Thomas, Jr. of Pensacola, Florida died on
June 10, 2013, in Helmand Province, Afghani-
stan, while in support of Operation Enduring
Freedom. SSG Thomas was assigned to the
66th Transportation Company, 39th Transpor-
tation Battalion, 16th Sustainment Brigade,
21st  Theater  Sustainment = Command,
Kaiserslautern, Germany.

SSG Thomas enlisted into the Army in Oc-
tober 17, 2003, and most recently served his
country as a Human Resources Specialist,
where he always fought for the resources and
well-being of his fellow soldiers to ensure they
had the tools required to accomplish the mis-
sion. SSG Thomas is remembered by his
Company Command as a great mentor, a
dedicated noncommissioned officer, and a true
professional committed to a life of service to
his fellow soldiers, to the United States Army,
and to the United States of America. SSG
Thomas is also remembered as a talented
musician and a man with a deep dedication
and love for his family and God.

SSG Thomas lived to support and lift up
those around him. He dedicated his life help-
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ing to ensure those who would do our Nation
harm were defeated, while also working to se-
cure the blessings of freedom for the Afghan
people. We will never forget his service toward
that honorable end. To SSG Thomas’ loving
wife Michelle; his children Jamie, Justin, and
Jordan; mother, Irma Jean; his siblings,
Sheldra, Geneen, Shandrea, and Darrin; his
extended family and friends, my wife Vicki
joins me in offering our most sincere condo-
lences and prayers.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of a grateful United
States Congress and Nation, | stand here
today to honor SSG Jesse Lamar Thomas, Jr.
and all of the warriors we have lost. May God
continue to bless them and the men and
women of our United States Armed Forces.
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Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Emma Coburn of Crested Butte,
Colorado. This month, Ms. Coburn won her
second NCAA national title in the steeple-
chase.

Emma was born in Boulder, Colorado on
October 19th, 1990, and raised in Crested
Butte. In high school Ms. Coburn set the pace
for an excellent athletic career, earning All-
American honors on two separate occasions,
setting five high school records, and winning
eight 2A state championships. At the Univer-
sity of Colorado, she had an excellent showing
at the NCAA championship finishing 11th in
the steeplechase in her freshman year.
Emma’s excellence on the track, also extends
into the classroom where she has earned a
place on the Big 12 Commissioner's Honor
Roll.

She won her first national title in 2011 for
the steeplechase before going on to compete
for the U.S. World Championship team. In the
World Championship meet she was the only
American in the steeplechase to make it to the
finals, and placed 12th overall. In 2012
Coburn prepared to compete for her country
again, this time at the Olympics. While training
for the Olympics she ran a time of 9:25.28, the
fastest time an American has ever ran inside
of the United States. Later that year she went
on to be the only American to make it the
finals, finishing in 9th place.

This year Emma finished her spectacular
collegiate track career with another NCAA na-
tional title in the steeplechase. Mr. Speaker, it
is an honor to recognize Emma for her devo-
tion to athletic and academic excellence as
well as to thank her for representing our coun-
try at the 2012 summer Olympics.

——————
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HON. PATRICK MURPHY
OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, June 20, 2013
Mr. MURPHY of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise

today with a heavy heart to honor the life and
legacy of U.S. Army Sergeant Justin Johnson,
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who was killed during an attack at Bagram Air
Base in Afghanistan on Tuesday, June 18th
Sgt. Johnson was on his third tour of duty at
the age of 25. He enlisted in the Army imme-
diately following his graduation from South
Fork High School in Stuart, Florida, speaking
to his commitment to serving our nation.

As we remember Sgt. Johnson here today,
let us also pay tribute to the sacrifices made
by the military families who support our brave
men and women in uniform, all the while
knowing that their loved ones may not return
home. Sgt. Johnson leaves behind his mother,
Sonia Randolph, and a four-year-old son, Jus-
tin Johnson, Jr. Even faced with the loss of
her son, Ms. Randolph remarked that she is
“blessed that he was happy and willing to do
what he needed to do for his country.” This
strength and dedication speaks volumes to the
man that Sgt. Johnson was—a true American
hero.

Mr. Speaker, Sgt. Justin Johnson bravely
served our nation and ultimately gave his life
to defend this country. | extend my most
heartfelt condolences to his friends and family
during this most difficult time. It is an honor
and privilege to recognize his life of service
here today.

——

IN RECOGNITION OF THE OUT-
STANDING COMMITMENT OF DR.

NAZMUL HASSAN TO THE
BANGLADESHI-AMERICAN COM-
MUNITY IN MICHIGAN AND

ACROSS THE COUNTRY
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Mr. PETERS of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to recognize my longtime friend, Dr.
Nazmul Hassan, as he is recognized by the
Bangladeshi-American community in Michigan
for his many years of stalwart guidance and
leadership. Known to friends as Shahin, Dr.
Hassan has been a strong voice for
Bangladeshi-Americans, not just in Michigan,
but across the United States of America. As
an immigrant to our nation, Shahin is emblem-
atic of one of the greatest strengths of our na-
tion, our ability to bring the best and brightest
from across the world.

Before coming to Michigan, Shahin was a
leader in his birth country of Bangladesh. His
commitment to service is an ideal he learned
at a young age, from watching his father, who
was an educator and prominent elected leader
in Bangladesh having served as a Member of
Parliament for four terms. The value of service
to the community is one that Shahin brought
with him when he arrived in the United States
as a student in 1991. Shahin later went on to
earn a Masters of Science in Industrial and
Manufacturing Engineering in 1996, and in
2011, he completed his Doctorate in Industrial
Engineering from Wayne State University. In
his professional work, he worked for both Del-
phi Automotive and Ford Motor Company.

While his educational and professional pur-
suits are impressive, nowhere has his passion
been felt more greatly than in his tireless ad-
vocacy for the Bangladeshi-American popu-
lation. In his tenure as the President and
Chairman of the Michigan Bangladeshi Amer-
ican Democratic Caucus (BADC), Shahin has
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