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until he graduated. Afterwards the Community
Students Learning Center hired him to assist
in teaching mathematics for their summer pro-
gram. He spent the entire summer working
with the center, and positioned himself to be
the recipient of a scholarship from the Con-
gressional Black Caucus.

Donovan attends Jackson State University
where he is a senior political science major.
While in college he has continued his edu-
cational success. He has received numerous
awards such as Most Outstanding Student in
Political Science both his sophomore and jun-
ior year, and being recognized on the Dean’s
List every year. Last summer, Donovan was
accepted to study public policy at Princeton
University in the Public Policy and Inter-
national Affairs program. Upon completion of
this program, he received many scholarships
to Ivy League schools such as Harvard and
Princeton. Donovan is currently finishing his
last semester and will be obtaining his B.A. in
Political Science. He has also received a
scholarship to attend the University of Mis-
sissippi School of Law. After graduation, he
will be pursuing a career as an attorney.

Donovan owes all of his success to how his
journey began. Coming from a small town,
and being humbled through his volunteer serv-
ice has made him the person he is today. He
loves to tell his story in hope that it will moti-
vate other young people traveling down a
similar path.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Mr. Donovan Mitchell, for his
humble dedication and determination in mak-
ing a difference in his community.
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Mr. KILMER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the 75th anniversary of Olympic Na-
tional Park located on the Olympic Peninsula
in the great State of Washington. Seventy-five
years ago, on June 29, 1938, President Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt signed legislation that estab-
lished the Olympic National Park. In the inter-
vening years, the Olympic National Park has
become one of the most beloved and visited
national parks in the country.

In establishing Olympic National Park, Con-
gress defined the park’s purpose as to: “. . .
preserve for the benefit, use and enjoyment of
the people, the finest sample of primeval for-
ests of Sitka spruce, western hemlock, Doug-
las fir, and western red cedar in the entire
United States; to provide suitable winter range
and permanent protection for the herds of na-
tive Roosevelt elk and other wildlife indige-
nous to the area; to conserve and render
available to the people, for recreational use,
this outstanding mountainous country, con-
taining numerous glaciers and perpetual snow
fields and a portion of the surrounding verdant
forest together with a narrow string along the
beautiful Washington coast.”

The park combines three different commu-
nities into one—an extensive old-growth rain
forest, mountains topped with glaciers, and
miles of untarnished Pacific Ocean coast. In
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recognition of these areas, the World Heritage
Convention named Olympic National Park as
a World Heritage Site, and the United National
Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organiza-
tion heralded the park as an International Bio-
sphere Reserve.

Olympic National Park has something that
both tourists and scientists alike can marvel
at—more than 650 archeological spots detail-
ing 12,000 years of human life.

The Olympic National Park stands as a tes-
tament to the diverse heritage of America. As
it has been for the last 75 years, Olympic Na-
tional Park will be protected and preserved for
generations.

Mr. Speaker, our country is a better place
because of the special landscapes like Olym-
pic National Park. | commend the work of M.
Sarah Creachbaum, the Superintendent of
Olympic National Park, park staff, National
Park Service, and all fellow citizens who have
dedicated time, resources, and energy to pro-
tect and preserve this biological and historical
treasure. | am pleased today to recognize the
Olympic National Park in the United States
Congress.

—
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Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, Albert Ramsey
has led the Yonkers Department of Veterans
Services since 2000 modernizing an office and
bringing new services to help the approxi-
mately 18,000 veterans and their dependents
in the City of Yonkers. And today | am proud
to join with Yonkers in honoring Albert
Ramsey as a veteran who served 28 years in
the United States Air Force.

Our nation’s freedom has been preserved
by members of the Armed Forces, and they
continue to do so today. As a Member of Con-
gress, | have consistently supported veterans
and our servicemen and women. They de-
serve no less from us. We owe the preserva-
tion of our freedoms and our way of life to the
veterans who proudly served their country.

Albert Ramsey advocates for and assists
veterans and their families helping them to ac-
cess services and benefits and to receive their
deserved recognition. He strives to educate
the community about veterans’ needs and
their many contributions to and sacrifices for
our nation.

Prior to his joining the City of Yonkers, he
was a Service Officer at the New York State
Division of Veteran’s Affairs and a board
member of the Veterans Coalition of the Hud-
son Valley. His work was recognized by the
New York American Legion who awarded him
their Service Officer of the Year Award.

He joined the Air Force upon graduating
from high school. He earned three Associate
Degrees and completed both the Non-Com-
missioned Officers Academy and the Senior
NCO Academy during his service. He retired
from the USAF in 1990 and graduated with
Distinction from Nyack College with a G.P.A.
of 3.86 in 1995. He lives with his wife of elev-
en years Charlene.

| am proud to join with the City of Yonkers
in honoring Albert Ramsey on Veterans Ap-
preciation Day for his service to his country
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and his outstanding work in helping his fellow
veterans and their families.

—————
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Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor Ms. Brenda Lashay
Turner-Buck, a remarkable worker, who is
changing her community.

Brenda Lashay Turner-Buck was born Sep-
tember 30, 1966 to Rev. and Mrs. Percy Tur-
ner. She is the second of three children. Bren-
da does have an older brother, Vincent, and a
younger sister, Tammie. Brenda learned the
importance of independence since she was a
middle child.

Brenda graduated from Jefferson High
School as Salutatorian of her class in 1984.
She enrolled at Alcorn State University in Agri-
culture Economics and received her B.S. in
1987, followed by her Master’s in 1992.

Throughout Brenda’s entire life, she has
truly lived and breathed the importance of
“community.” Being a “Preacher’s Kid,” it was
hard not to be surrounded by people with so
many needs and the opportunity to gain ex-
tended family. During high school she took on
the role of President of the FFA and helped to
coordinate many outreach projects. College
was not different because it was an oppor-
tunity to spread her wings and learn more to
bring back to the community.

For over a span of 18 years, Brenda worked
at Alcorn State University in different capac-
ities. She started as a recruiter for the univer-
sity in 1988 and served as Director of the
Center for Rural Life and Economic Develop-
ment until 2006. She feels that God led her to
her alma mater to serve as a beacon of light
for many young people and families. During
her tenure at the university, she was able to
recruit hundreds of students and become one
of the founders of AG-HOPE (Agriculture—
Helps Our People Earn). The program allowed
over 275 young people from rural America the
opportunity to see the other side of Agri-
culture, Food Science, and Technology.

Today, many of them are outstanding em-
ployees of Fortune 500 companies and the
USDA. In 2000, the late President Clinton
Bristow, Jr., made an administrative appoint-
ment and named Ms. Buck as Director of the
Center for Rural Life and Economic Develop-
ment and Executive Director of Traceway
Community Development Corporation. This
appointment took her to another stepping
stone in her career. Being a part of the Institu-
tional Advancement, Planning and Research
under the leadership of Dr. Franklin Jackson,
Brenda was part of writing over 3 million dol-
lars in grants for outreach in Southwest Mis-
sissippi. Many of the dollars provided better
living conditions for families and spurred eco-
nomic growth through small business develop-
ment.

For years, Brenda prayed that God would
show her true calling and purpose. Little did
she know that she was already living it every
day by making a difference in the lives of
those that were less fortunate.
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