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is the longest the EPA has gone with-
out an Administrator. How is this the 
right thing to do? This is the United 
States of America. This President de-
serves to have his people in place the 
same as a Republican President. 

Gina McCarthy has a deep under-
standing that the health and safety of 
the American people and a growing 
economy go hand in hand. She will lead 
the EPA in a manner consistent with 
her past track record of success. 

From my perspective, approving Gina 
McCarthy to head the EPA is a very 
important step toward helping the 
health of our children as well as future 
generations, and that is our most sa-
cred obligation. We need her strong bi-
partisan approach to lead the EPA. 

It is no great secret that in this last 
election both parties were fighting for 
the votes of women. It was a knock-
down, drag-out battle. The Democrats 
won the women’s vote, which helped to 
elect President Obama—by a lot. The 
Republicans said: You know what, we 
have to change, we have to reach out. 
This is their chance. 

This woman deserves a promotion. 
There is nothing in her record that 
should make anyone fear her. She is a 
good woman and a hard-working per-
son. She has won unanimous support 
from this body before, and there is no 
reason why we should not confirm her. 

I am going to continue to speak out 
for Gina. I really do believe my col-
leagues are hearing the truth about 
Gina. I think they are getting the mes-
sage that she is quite bipartisan. She 
has strong support in the business com-
munity as well as among scientists and 
others in the health community. 

I am very hopeful, first of all, that 
there will not be a filibuster. This 
woman deserves an up-or-down vote. 
Secondly, my colleagues will think 
long and hard, and they will agree with 
so many Republican lawmakers and 
former Governors who served with 
Gina and will stand up and say: She is 
a good woman and deserves this pro-
motion. 

I note the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I 
wish to thank my colleague from Cali-
fornia Senator BOXER for her very elo-
quent and powerful words on behalf of 
my client and friend Gina McCarthy 
and her appointment as Administrator 
of the EPA. I don’t make any pretense 
of matching the persuasiveness of her 
statement on behalf of Gina McCarthy, 
but I am going to be speaking through-
out this week and for as long as it 
takes about Gina McCarthy because 
she is not only a client and friend, she 
is a consummate public servant and en-
vironmental protector. 

I have known Gina McCarthy for 
many years. In fact, I was her lawyer, 
which is why I say she was a client. As 
her lawyer, as attorney general of the 
State, she became a friend, not just be-
cause of her personal qualities of integ-
rity and intelligence but because of her 
professionalism as an environmental 
protector who has sought always to 
recognize the need for a balance be-
tween environmental activism and eco-
nomic growth. She recognizes a bal-
ance involving ardent and passionate 
protection of environmental values as 
much as anyone could possibly bring to 
this task. She also brings a willingness 
to listen, a willingness to hear all sides 
and consider all facts and, in fact, act 
as a passionate fact finder and lawyer 
as well as someone who respects the 
letter and spirit of the law. 

I wish to speak to my colleagues 
about her respect for the law. It isn’t 
just the letter of the law she follows; it 
is the spirit and intent of the legisla-
ture. I think that is important and 
should be important to this body be-
cause she has reflected throughout her 
career, working for two Republican 
Governors in Massachusetts and Con-
necticut, her dedication to public in-
terests and to the legislative intent of 
the laws she fulfills. 

She is truly an environmental pro-
tector for all seasons. She is a woman 
for all seasons and a public servant for 
all seasons. Over the years we worked 
together she was consistently tough, 
fair, and smart as an environmental 
law enforcer. She recognized the need 
to balance environmental activism 
with economic growth, and she also un-
derstood that the two are almost al-
ways mutually supportive. 

I am proud and delighted she has 
demonstrated her willingness to as-
sume this critical position and to face 
the kind of difficult path this con-
firmation process has imposed. Achiev-
ing confirmation, which I actively sup-
port, should be truly bipartisan. Block-
ing a vote on her nomination is dis-
appointing and destructive. It is para-
lyzing partisan gamesmanship at its 
worst. 

My former colleague is well respected 
in the environmental and business 
community in my State of Connecticut 
and around the country for her dedica-
tion to listening and developing public 
leadership and practical solutions to 
environmental challenges. She protects 
environmental values and policies 
while enhancing economic opportunity. 
She is no foe of the business commu-
nity or economic progress and job cre-
ation. In fact, she sees how protecting 
economic values is complementary and 
supportive to environmental activism. 

The President couldn’t have picked a 
more qualified person to lead the EPA 
at this critical time. The combination 
of her experience, intelligence, energy, 
and unquestioned expertise will make 
Gina McCarthy an effective EPA Ad-
ministrator. She has a deep under-
standing that the health and safety of 
the American people depends on clean 

air and clean water. The American peo-
ple, more than ever, understand that 
fact. She is the right person for this job 
at this time. 

I urge my colleagues to move forward 
with her confirmation, to avoid ob-
structionist tactics, and to embrace 
this nomination as good for all of the 
American people, for all of the inter-
ests she has sought to represent. I urge 
us to move forward as quickly as pos-
sible so this critical agency will have 
the kind of leadership that is so impor-
tant at this point in our history. 

I urge my colleagues to support my 
friend and the President’s choice to 
lead the EPA. I assure my colleagues 
they will not be disappointed. 

I thank the Chair. I yield the floor 
and I suggest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the 
quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the Senate proceed 
to a period of morning business, with 
Senators permitted to speak for up to 
10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO RONALD L. FANN 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I rise today 

in recognition of the service of Ronald 
L. Fann, who will be retiring August 1, 
2013, after 42 years of dedicated service 
to the Federal Government. Mr. Fann 
demonstrated great dedication to en-
hancing the safety and security of the 
U.S. Senate, its staff, and visitors. 

Mr. Fann began his career in 1969, as 
a military intelligence officer in the 
U.S. Army, where he performed coun-
terintelligence operations against East 
Germany and the Soviet Union. He 
continued his intelligence work in Ger-
many as a U.S. Army civilian, pro-
tecting our Nation during the height of 
the Cold War, serving in Bremerhaven 
and Frankfurt. Mr. Fann went on to 
work at the Pentagon for the U.S. 
Army Assistant Chief of Staff for Intel-
ligence, supervising intelligence oper-
ations worldwide. 

In 1986 Mr. Fann was assigned to an 
important classified program that sup-
ported the Nation’s national security 
and emergency preparedness oper-
ations. During his 27-year assignment 
to this project, he was appointed to the 
National Security Agency’s Senior 
Cryptologic Executive Service in 1991, 
serving as its deputy and later as pro-
gram director. 

Mr. Fann is a proud Texas A&M 
Aggie alumnus and a graduate of the 
National War College. 

I commend Mr. Fann’s contributions 
and longstanding career in public serv-
ice. I, along with my colleagues from 
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