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So the amendment was rejected.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

Stated for:

Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee. Madam Chair,
on rollcall No. 315 | was unavoidably detained.
Had | been present, | would have voted “aye.”

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Madam
Chair, I move that the Committee do
now rise.

The motion was agreed to.

Accordingly, the Committee rose;
and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr.
DAINES) having assumed the chair, Ms.
ROS-LEHTINEN, Acting Chair of the
Committee of the Whole House on the
state of the Union, reported that that
Committee, having had under consider-
ation the bill (H.R. 2609) making appro-
priations for energy and water develop-
ment and related agencies for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 2014, and for
other purposes, had come to no resolu-
tion thereon.

—————

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 761, NATIONAL STRATEGIC
AND CRITICAL MINERALS PRO-
DUCTION ACT OF 2013

Mr. BISHOP of Utah, from the Com-
mittee on Rules, submitted a privi-
leged report (Rept. No. 113-147) on the
resolution (H. Res. 292) providing for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 761) to
require the Secretary of the Interior
and the Secretary of Agriculture to
more efficiently develop domestic
sources of the minerals and mineral
materials of strategic and critical im-
portance to United States economic
and national security and manufac-
turing competitiveness, which was re-
ferred to the House Calendar and or-
dered to be printed.

———

ENERGY AND WATER DEVELOP-
MENT AND RELATED AGENCIES
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2014

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 288 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the state of the Union for the further
consideration of the bill, H.R. 2609.

Will the gentlewoman from Florida
(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) kindly resume the
chair.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
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House on the state of the Union for the
further consideration of the bill mak-
ing appropriations for energy and
water development and related agen-
cies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2014, and for other purposes,
with Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN (Acting Chair)
in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. When the Com-
mittee of the Whole rose earlier today,
the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. BROUN) had
been disposed of and the bill had been
read through page 22, line 9.

AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MR. SWALWELL OF

CALIFORNIA

Mr. SWALWELL of California.
Madam Chair, I have an amendment at
the desk.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will re-
port the amendment.

The Clerk read as follows:

Page 22, line 5, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(increased by $1,000,000)".

Page 28, line 10, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(reduced by $1,000,000)"’.

Mr. SWALWELL of California (dur-
ing the reading). Madam Chair, I ask
unanimous consent to waive reading of
the amendment.

The Acting CHAIR. Is there objection
to the request of the gentleman from
California?

There was no objection.

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. SWALWELL of California.
Madam Chair, I rise in support of my
amendment, which would transfer $1
million to the Department of Energy’s
Office of Energy Efficiency and Renew-
able Energy, or EERE, from adminis-
trative funds.

I recently organized a letter, joined
by almost 80 of my colleagues, calling
for robust and sustained funding for
this crucial program. EERE’s research,
development, and deployment pro-
grams focus on three major fields: re-
newable electricity generation; sus-
tainable transportation; and energy-
saving homes, buildings, and manufac-
turing.

This program plays a key role in ad-
vancing America’s all-of-the-above en-
ergy strategy, and we must set prior-
ities and make smart, strategic deci-
sions about Federal funding. This is
the only way to ensure that this coun-
try is prepared for whatever changes
the markets may experience.

And I thank our ranking member for
yielding me the time and allowing me
to speak about the amendment, and I
appreciate her comments about either
you look backward or you look forward
or you act forward when it comes to
how we get our energy supply. She has
talked on the floor today and articu-
lated that our country right now faces
a trade deficit, and she’s right.

Every month, by about $40 billion, we
are importing more goods and services
than we are exporting. In many cases,
that is because of the crude oil that we
have to import month after month
after month because we are not meet-
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ing our own energy needs. And the
United States, at our peak production,
optimal peak production, we only have
about 3 percent of the world’s crude oil.
However, our country, our consumers,
our people, we consume about 22 per-
cent of the world’s crude oil.

There’s a supply problem in this
country. We need to not drill our way
out of this but invent our way out of
this, innovate our way out of this, and
the EERE program allows us to do
that.

Unfortunately, this bill consolidates
the Office of Electricity Delivery and
Energy Reliability and the Office of
Energy Efficiency and Renewable En-
ergy within DOE and funds the com-
bined programs at about $983 million.
The result is a cut to these programs of
$971 million below fiscal year 2013.

I am honored to serve as ranking
member on the Science, Space and
Technology Subcommittee on Energy
because I believe that the Federal Gov-
ernment has a role to play in encour-
aging energy innovation in this coun-
try. This bill does just the opposite by
gutting the EERE program. Instead of
innovating our way out, rather than
drilling our way out, we are doing the
opposite. We gut crucial EERE funds.

As Washington bickers, our competi-
tors are pulling out all of the stops to
capitalize on the booming clean energy
program. By cutting the EERE pro-
gram so drastically now, we all but en-
sure that the United States will miss
out on scientific discoveries that could
change the world and transform our
economy.

With scientific research, nothing is
guaranteed, and so we need to be will-
ing to take risks. Scientific progress,
after all, has never been a straight line.
I come from the bay area, which in-
cludes Silicon Valley, where risk-tak-
ing is critical to the region’s economy.
Taking risks means sometimes you
will not succeed, but scientific progress
requires us to continue to take risks
and invest in the future. Only by tak-
ing risks and charging forward, as our
ranking member continues to empha-
size, can we ever hope to reach goals
which today may seem out of reach.

The United States should be leading
the world in the search for better,
safer, more affordable energy. Instead,
we have a bill before us that makes un-
acceptable, shortsighted cuts to EERE.
While my amendment does not close
the gap by any means, it is a signal to
our scientists and engineers that we
support renewable energy.

An overreliance on a limited range of
fuel technologies and finite resources
is shortsighted. Our strength lies in our
ability to transition to a new, cleaner,
more sustainable and more innovative
source of energy. We must be competi-
tive and not let ourselves get behind,
and I urge my colleagues to support
this amendment.

With that, I yield back the balance of
my time.

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Madam
Chair, I move to strike the last word.
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