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Oregon National Guard and the U.S. 
Army next week. I know I speak for Or-
egonians across the State in thanking 
him for his service. 

General Rees hails from the small 
eastern Oregon town of Helix, which 
boasts a proud population of 184. He 
learned the importance of hard work at 
an early age, putting in long hours on 
the family ranch. After graduating 
from West Point in 1966, he completed 
airborne and Ranger training, pre-
paring himself for a tour in Vietnam 
with the 101st Airborne Division. Upon 
leaving the active Army, he joined the 
Oregon National Guard where he com-
manded at every level, serving both 
within the State and across the coun-
try. 

Those who know him were not sur-
prised that General Rees held a number 
of impressive titles over his long and 
distinguished career. He served as the 
director of the Army National Guard, 
the vice chief of the National Guard 
Bureau, and as the acting chief of the 
entire National Guard. He also served 
as the chief of staff for U.S. Northern 
Command and the North American 
Aerospace Defense Command at Peter-
son Air Force Base in Colorado. This 
month, he steps down as Oregon’s Ad-
jutant General, a job he held twice be-
fore. In fact, General Rees is the long-
est serving Adjutant General in the 
United States, with over 17 years of 
service to four different Oregon Gov-
ernors. 

General Rees has always been a 
champion of the Guard, both locally 
and nationally. Policy decisions he 
helped shape in the early 1990s enabled 
the National Guard to better respond 
after the horrible attacks of September 
11, 2001. Under his leadership, the Or-
egon Guard deployed to Afghanistan 
and Iraq. And Oregon units were able 
to respond rapidly in the wake of Hur-
ricane Katrina, sending nearly 2,000 
servicemembers within 72 hours. 

Nobody worked harder to strengthen 
the synergy between the Guard and 
communities across our State than 
General Rees, or to make sure that our 
returning men and women receive the 
vital services they earned. He helped 
establish the Yellow Ribbon Reintegra-
tion Program, providing critical, sus-
taining support for Guardsmen and 
their families before, during, and after 
deployments. He led modernization ef-
forts across Oregon, providing Guards-
men with the best equipment and fa-
cilities. He opened or improved 
projects across the State, including 
readiness centers in Pendleton, La 
Grande, Hermiston, Klamath Falls, On-
tario, The Dalles, St. Helens, 
Clackamas, Gresham, Dallas and 
Salem. He was instrumental in helping 
us sign a new lease for the Portland Air 
National Guard Base, allowing the Air 
Guard to train and keep the skies safe 
along the west coast. 

Building bridges between the Guard 
and foreign militaries is another leg-
acy that General Rees will leave be-
hind, and the Guard’s State Partner-

ship Program enjoyed no stronger sup-
porter. Under this initiative, State 
Guard folks are partnering with more 
than 60 nations to improve regional 
and cultural awareness, increase secu-
rity cooperation, and help prevent 
threats from emerging. I am proud to 
say that under General Rees’ leader-
ship, Oregon has become one of the few 
States to partner with two countries 
simultaneously: Bangladesh and Viet-
nam. 

I could go on and on about the con-
tributions General Rees made on behalf 
of servicemembers, their families, our 
citizens, and the State of Oregon. So 
today I want to join folks across the 
State and the country to stand and 
offer our congratulations to General 
Rees on his distinguished career. 
Whether as a cavalry troop com-
mander, a cobra gunship pilot, or the 
Adjutant General of the Oregon Na-
tional Guard, General Rees always 
shouldered more than his share of the 
task. We will miss this dedicated sol-
dier, talented leader, and gifted dip-
lomat—but his is a retirement well 
earned. I commend General Rees for his 
service to our country, and I want 
thank his wife, Mary Len, for her tire-
less support along the way. After dec-
ades of service, I wish Major General 
Rees a long and relaxing retirement. 
Well done!∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The messages received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

At 2:18 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bills, in which it requests the 
concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 1171. An act to amend title 40, United 
States Code, to improve veterans service or-
ganizations access to Federal surplus per-
sonal property. 

H.R. 1341. An act to require the Financial 
Stability Oversight Council to conduct a 
study of the likely effects of the differences 
between the United States and other juris-
dictions in implementing the derivatives 
credit valuation adjustment capital require-
ment. 

H.R. 1564. An act to amend the Sarbanes- 
Oxley Act of 2002 to prohibit the Public Com-
pany Accounting Oversight Board from re-
quiring public companies to use specific 
auditors or require the use of different audi-
tors on a rotating basis. 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bills were read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 1171. An act to amend title 40, United 
States Code, to improve veterans service or-
ganizations access to Federal surplus per-
sonal property; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs. 

H.R. 1341. An act to require the Financial 
Stability Oversight Council to conduct a 
study of the likely effects of the differences 
between the United States and other juris-
dictions in implementing the derivatives 
credit valuation adjustment capital require-
ment; to the Committee on Banking, Hous-
ing, and Urban Affairs. 

H.R. 1564. An act to amend the Sarbanes- 
Oxley Act of 2002 to prohibit the Public Com-
pany Accounting Oversight Board from re-
quiring public companies to use specific 
auditors or require the use of different audi-
tors on a rotating basis; to the Committee 
on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. HATCH: 
S. 1270. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1986 to provide for reform of 
public and private pension plans, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 234 

At the request of Mr. REID, the name 
of the Senator from Vermont (Mr. 
SANDERS) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 234, a bill to amend title 10, United 
States Code, to permit certain retired 
members of the uniformed services who 
have a service-connected disability to 
receive both disability compensation 
from the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs for their disability and either re-
tired pay by reason of their years of 
military service or Combat-Related 
Special Compensation, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 323 

At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 
name of the Senator from Missouri 
(Mr. BLUNT) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 323, a bill to amend title XVIII of 
the Social Security Act to provide for 
extended months of Medicare coverage 
of immunosuppressive drugs for kidney 
transplant patients and other renal di-
alysis provisions. 

S. 325 

At the request of Mr. TESTER, the 
name of the Senator from Rhode Island 
(Mr. REED) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 325, a bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to increase the maximum 
age for children eligible for medical 
care under the CHAMPVA program, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 327 

At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the 
name of the Senator from Idaho (Mr. 
CRAPO) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
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