July 11, 2013

characterize this select group of public
safety personnel than those in Frank-
lin County, ME, who recently rushed to
the aid of their Canadian neighbors to
help combat a deadly fire in the border
town of Lac-Megantic, Quebec. I rise
today to recognize those firefighters
from the Maine towns of Chesterville,
Eustis, Farmington, New Vineyard,
Phillips, Strong, and Rangeley.

In the early morning hours of Satur-
day, July 6, 2013, a freight train car-
rying hundreds of thousands of gallons
of crude oil was sent hurtling toward
Lac-Megantic, a small, picturesque Ca-
nadian village located only 30 miles
from the Maine border. The train de-
railed in the center of town, leveling
several blocks and Kkilling numerous
residents. This unthinkable loss has
touched every member of that close-
knit community. My heart goes out to
the family and friends of the victims of
this tragedy, and my thoughts and
prayers are with the residents of Lac-
Megantic during this time of mourn-
ing. Yet, out of this terrible calamity,
I was exceedingly heartened to hear
the stories of more than 30 firefighters
in nearby Maine who answered their
Canadian neighbors’ call and reported
for duty.

Within mere hours of the accident,
the Franklin County Emergency Man-
agement Agency had alerted seven area
fire departments, and the Maine fire-
fighters were at the scene. Upon arriv-
ing in Lac-Megantic, these firefighters
overcame tremendous obstacles in
order to combat the flames. The initial
blasts had severed the town’s phone
lines, power, and water supply, leaving
Canadian firefighters unable to use the
fire hydrants. Maine fire trucks,
equipped with the capability of draw-
ing water directly from the nearby
lake, allowed firefighters to cool off
the remaining fuel-laden cars that were
in danger of combusting, likely avert-
ing additional destruction.

The response of the Maine fire-
fighters demonstrates the best quali-
ties of international cooperation as
well as the tenets of the brotherhood of
firefighters. Maine and eastern Canada
are bound together by history, family
ties, and friendship, and that special
relationship was clearly evident on the
morning of July 6. Despite challenges
posed by incompatible hose couplings,
different radio systems, and even a lan-
guage barrier in French-speaking Que-
bec, Maine and Canadian firefighters
worked side-by-side to quickly and ef-
fectively douse the flames and mitigate
the damage caused by this dreadful ac-
cident.

The valiant and selfless efforts of
these Maine firefighters are unques-
tionably worthy of our respect and
gratitude. This unassuming group of
first responders never thought twice
about helping their Canadian neighbors
and fellow firefighters. I applaud the
firefighters of Chesterville, Eustis,
Farmington, New Vineyard, Phillips,
Strong, and Rangeley, as well as the ef-
fective coordination of these depart-
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ments by the Franklin County Emer-
gency Management Agency. Truly, we
can feel secure knowing these heroes
are always willing to answer the call
for help.

———

TRIBUTE TO CYNTHIA M.A.
BUTLER-MCINTYRE

Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, my
friend, Mrs. Cynthia M.A. Butler McIn-
tyre, will be retiring her role as the na-
tional president of Delta Sigma Theta
Sorority, Inc, this year. She has served
as president since July 2008, and has
been a great asset to the organization.

Mrs. McIntyre became a member of
Delta Sigma Theta on November 30,
1973, and has served as a leader at the
local, State, regional, and national lev-
els. Mrs. McIntyre has an impressive
professional resume that includes di-
rector of Human Resources for the Jef-
ferson Parish Public School System in
Harvey, LA, kindergarten teacher, as-
sistant principal, summer school prin-
cipal, and personnel administrator in
her school district.

Her professional and honorary de-
grees reflect her passion for education.
She received a bachelor of arts in early
childhood education from Dillard Uni-
versity and a master of education in
curriculum and instruction as well as
educational administration from the
University of New Orleans. She also re-
ceived an honorary doctorate of divin-
ity degree in religious education from
the Louisiana Bible College.

Under the leadership of Mrs. MclIn-
tyre, Delta Sigma Theta Sorority has
partnered with Water in Education
International, WEI, to open The Cyn-
thia M.A. Butler-McIntyre Campus in
Cherette, Haiti which is dedicated to
providing access to clean water for
children. Members of Delta Sigma
Theta Sorority have donated funds to
support the Clean Water Haiti Fund
and under Mrs. McIntyre’s direction,
the sorority is set to open a new ele-
mentary school in Haiti this summer.

Mrs. McIntyre is a national leader
who currently serves on the board of
the New Orleans Convention Center
and the Martin Luther King, Jr. Task
Force. Previously, she served as execu-
tive director of the Tech-Prep Summer
Program at Delgado Community Col-
lege in New Orleans and has worked as
the assistant coordinator of field expe-
riences and college education super-
visor for early childhood student teach-
ing experiences for the University of
New Orleans. In 2011, she was appointed
by President Barack Obama to the
Christopher Columbus Fellowship
Foundation board of trustees.

Delta Sigma Theta Sorority has
truly benefitted from Mrs. MclIntyre’s
leadership as a pioneer of education re-
form. Her accolades include Distin-
guished Delta of the Year, Distin-
guished Public Servant Award, MLK
Outstanding Activist Recognition, Hall
of Fame, Distinguished Women of
Honor, Who’s Who in American Edu-
cation, YMCA Role Model Recognition,
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Elementary Assistant Principal of the
Year, and Teacher of the Year, just to
name a few.

Delta Sigma Theta Sorority will
have big shoes to fill in the absence of
their president, Mrs. McIntyre. She has
made invaluable contributions to the
state of education, and her
uncompromised leadership has im-
pacted communities, nationally and
internationally. I wish her continued
success for the future.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO JULIUS CIACCIA

e Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I wish to
congratulate Mr. Julius Ciaccia, execu-
tive director of the Northeast Ohio Re-
gional Sewer District on his election as
president of the National Association
of Clean Water Agencies, NACWA.

Mr. Ciaccia is an accomplished leader
and committed environmental steward
who has played a prominent role in the
water industry, exemplifying what it
means to be a public servant. He is
ideally suited to serve as president of
one of the Nation’s leading proponents
of responsible policies that advance
clean water. Mr. Ciaccia has served the
people of the Cleveland area for dec-
ades, and in this new role, will con-
tinue to ensure that the Nation’s clean
water agencies continue to protect
public health and improve the environ-
ment.

Mr. Ciaccia began his career in public
utilities in 1977 when he was appointed
as assistant director of the Public Util-
ities Department for the city of Cleve-
land. In 1979, he joined the leadership
of the city’s Division of Water where he
served as both deputy commissioner
and commissioner until 2004.

During some 30 years with the city of
Cleveland’s Division of Water, Mr.
Ciaccia oversaw the management of
more than $1 billion worth of capital
improvement projects and maintained
the agency’s favorable financial posi-
tion. He was appointed director of the
city’s Department of Public Utilities in
2004 exercising oversight of the water,
sewer collection, and public power sys-
tems, with a focus on developing com-
prehensive financial plans and sup-
porting revenue enhancement initia-
tives.

Mr. Ciaccia began his current role at
the Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer
District, NEORSD, in 2007. In his cur-
rent role at the district, he oversees all
aspects of managing one of the Na-
tion’s largest wastewater management
utilities. Under his leadership, the dis-
trict has received two awards from the
Commission on Economic Inclusion, in-
cluding a 2009 award for Supplier Diver-
sity, which highlights the success of
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