July 17, 2013

Mr. VEASEY. Madam Speaker, I re-
cently stood with my colleagues of the
Congressional Black Caucus to call for
a National Emergency Summit on
Urban Violence. In light of the verdict
in Florida, the Trayvon Martin verdict,
I wanted to talk about the violence
that has recently happened in my dis-
trict and why we need to do something
about mental illness.

We had an incident where a man
killed his pregnant girlfriend, the
mother, and her 10-year-old brother,
and then went into a neighboring po-
lice station and asked for the police to
shoot him.

We had another incident, a young So-
mali boy, only 5 years old. The people
that lived in the apartment complex
loved to see this little boy ride his bi-
cycle around. A 13-year-old got into a
disagreement with him and beat him in
the head until he died, and he left him
in a backyard.

Then we had another recent drive-by
shooting in my district where the as-
sailant said he shot the wrong guy, and
the wrong guy was an innocent 12-year-
old boy.

We need to do something about men-
tal illness and about violence that is
gripping this country. It is clear that
there are many people who due to men-
tal illness do not have the ability to
calmly and rationally resolve their dif-
ferences with others. Instead, they
turn to violence.

Let’s do something about the rising
violence in our urban communities.

———

EMPLOYER AND INDIVIDUAL
DELAYS PROVIDE FAIRNESS

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, the President made
inaccurate promises when he shoved a
2,000-page health care takeover bill
through both Houses of a Democrat-
controlled Congress. Now he is usurp-
ing power again by choosing to relieve
employers from the higher taxes and
increased government regulations
mandated by the Unaffordable Care Act
that still requires individuals to suffer.
For a President who says he is for fair-
ness, this decision protects Big Busi-
ness and targets American families,
taking more from their paychecks.

House Republicans are acting to pro-
tect every American from the unwork-
able provisions by voting to repeal
both the employer and individual man-
dates. ObamaCare is an unworkable,
unaffordable law that destroys jobs,
disrupts the doctor-patient relation-
ship, and promotes uncertainty for fu-
ture generations. As a proponent of
limited government, I fully remain
committed to defunding, dismantling,
or repealing ObamaCare to provide the
fairness necessary to allow every
American family to make their own
health care decisions.
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In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

———

UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, the
United States Postal Service continues
to try to fix themselves financially
with service cuts that will undermine
the agency’s viability, not strengthen
it.

I am pleased to be a cosponsor of my
colleague Congresswoman RoOsA
DELAURO’s legislation, the Protect
Overnight Delivery Act, to prevent the
Postal Service from weakening deliv-
ery standards.

Eliminating overnight delivery
would threaten hundreds of postal fa-
cilities across the Nation, including
the William Street facility in my west-
ern New York community.

Madam Speaker, while the Postal
Service is certainly in need of reform,
this is the wrong way to do it. Once
again, the Postal Service is making ill-
conceived decisions that hurt both
workers and consumers.

———

OBAMA’S UNFAIRNESS

(Mrs. ROBY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. ROBY. Madam Speaker, I rise to
discuss today’s fairness. Earlier this
month, the Obama administration an-
nounced it would be delaying the busi-
ness mandate in the President’s health
care law.

Setting aside for a moment the dubi-
ous legal authority the executive
branch is using to pick and choose
which parts of the law will be enforced
and which won’t, this action represents
unfair treatment in the implementa-
tion of ObamaCare. In delaying the
business mandate for a year but not
the individual mandate, the President
is choosing to protect Big Business
from ObamaCare, but not hardworking
individuals and families. In explaining
this delay, White House officials re-
peatedly said the President was ‘‘lis-
tening’’ to business.

Madam Speaker, why isn’t the Presi-
dent ‘‘listening” to the American peo-
ple? Why is Big Business getting a
break while individual Americans get
the short end of the stick? Maybe this
is what happens when Big Business has
access to the White House and indi-
vidual Americans can’t even take a
tour.

Today, we will take action to protect
all Americans by delaying both the em-
ployer mandate and the individual
mandate. Our work to dismantle
ObamaCare is part of our ongoing fight
to spur economic growth, create jobs,
and provide a more secure future for all
Americans.
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THE AFFORDABLE CARE ACT

(Ms. MENG asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. MENG. Madam Speaker, I rise
today in strong opposition to this 38th
attempt to repeal the Affordable Care
Act.

Our country needs affordable care.
My constituents in Queens, New York,
need affordable health care. Right now,
only 17,000 New Yorkers buy their own
health insurance because the insurance
premium rates are too high, and 2.6
million New Yorkers do not have
health insurance. Nationwide, 13 mil-
lion people are uninsured.

The most exciting part is that
ObamaCare is already working. As of
this morning, the new, approved health
care premiums available in the New
York State health care exchanges for
2014 are, on average, b0 percent lower
than this year’s insurance premiums.
That is not even taking into account
individuals who can take advantage of
other Federal subsidies and that every-
one with a health insurance plan will
be able to gain access to basic, free pre-
ventative health care services.

I want to thank New York Governor
Andrew Cuomo and the New York
State Legislature for their leadership
on this issue.

With all the partisan sniping across
the aisle about health care, we cannot
lose sight of why our country needs
ObamaCare. Better access to afford-
able, preventative health care is essen-
tial to reining in health care costs; and
more importantly, it’s essential for a
healthy America.

———

INDIVIDUALS NEED RELIEF FROM
OBAMACARE, TOO

(Mr. LAMBORN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMBORN. Madam Speaker, the
record is clear—ObamaCare has been a
train wreck since its inception. This
latest delay is a testament to the poor
planning and widespread mismanage-
ment by President Obama and his ad-
ministration.

President Obama’s decision to delay
the employer mandate comes after
months of promises from the Obama
administration claiming that imple-
mentation was on schedule and that
the law was working the way it was
supposed to. Every day, I hear from
constituents who remain strongly op-
posed to the government’s takeover of
their health care. Delaying the em-
ployer mandate for 1 year is a step in
the right direction, but individuals
need relief also.

We must protect all Americans from
the unworkable mandates of the Presi-
dent’s health care plan by voting to
delay both the individual and employer
mandates. I urge all of my colleagues
to support H.R. 2668, and I urge its
swift adoption.
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