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So I come to a close tonight in hav-
ing a wonderful time explaining why I
believe conservatism matters and why
conservatism is relevant for today. I
believe it’s individual freedom. I be-
lieve it’s fiscal responsibility. I believe
it’s constitutionally limited govern-
ment. And I will continue to view my
decisions through those glasses. And
there will be times that we’re not all
going to agree. And our side, across the
aisle, we’re not going to agree, but
that’s what this place is for. It’s a
place for healthy debate. It’s a place in
which we can share big ideas.

But if we, as a body, lose the reason
we are here, if we lose the fact that
we’re not here representing always the
big ideas or the things that are ab-
stract, when we disconnect ourselves
from the dinner table and the coffee
shops and the hardware stores, then we
have disconnected ourselves from our
purpose for being here. Frankly, Mr.
Speaker, I don’t want to do that.

I'm going to be in this well talking
about what matters and highlighting
things that may not be real sexy to the
press. They may not want to put it in
the paper, but it matters to the Amer-
ican people. And I want to encourage
our body here in the House and our
friends across the way in the upper
Chamber and this administration to
say let’s come together.

I believe conservative principles mat-
ter. I believe conservative issues are
what will get us back to the thriving
economy and the jobs that we need to
be focused on. But it’s going to take
work, it’s going to take explaining, and
it’s not going to be something we can
just brush off. It’s going to have to be
something that we take seriously so
that we can go to the individuals that
we see in our grocery stores and our
service stations and our high school
football games and basketball games
and baseball games, and we can look
our friends and neighbors in the eye
and say, ‘‘This is what I'm trying to do.
I'm trying to get Congress back to the
role of understanding. It’s about what
happens to you, not what happens to
us.”” When we do that, then America is
much better off than what we have.

I appreciate my friend from Missouri
being here tonight and discussing these
important topics with me. The prin-
ciples we set forward tonight will help
guide not only myself but others in the
month ahead.

I also notice that I have been joined
by a friend from North Carolina, and I
would be happy to yield to my friend
from North Carolina if she would like
to say something.

Ms. FOXX. I appreciate the gen-
tleman yielding, and I want to com-
pliment you on the job that you’ve
done tonight and say as a freshman
that I think you have picked up very
quickly on the issues involved here. I
commend you for taking the time to
explain things so well tonight to the
American people.

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. I appre-
ciate that. And your work here is
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something I can look up to, and I ap-
preciate that so much, along with my
friends from all over, Congresswoman
BACHMANN and others, who share this.
We’ve got to share this message. It
matters. We can never lose sight.
Amongst the 435, we represent 700,000
or more. They’re looking to us for
good, conservative, commonsense val-
ues.

The challenges that our Nation faces
are great, but the resiliency of the
American spirit is even greater. I'm en-
couraged by the accomplishments of
this body and what we have put for-
ward from the majority and the dedica-
tion and commitment of my colleagues
on both sides of the aisle. When we
look at this, we can never forget the
responsibility of the bounty that we
have. It can only be matched by our
vigilance to the responsibility of the
abundance we’ve been given. If we keep
vigilant, then we’ll keep our eyes on
the right prize, we’ll keep our eyes on
what matters, and we’ll keep our eyes
on our families.

And for me, it always goes back to
three reasons: Jordan, Copelan, and
Cameron, and a beautiful lady I call
my bride of 25 years, Lisa. That’s why
I'm here, because they represent all the
other families and nieces and nephews
across this country that we can help if
we get our act together and explain to
them why this place matters still in
our country.

With that, Mr. Speaker, I yield back
the balance of my time.

———

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 5, STUDENT SUCCESS ACT

Ms. FOXX, from the Committee on
Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 113-158) on the resolution (H.
Res. 303) providing for consideration of
the bill (H.R. 5) to support State and
local accountability for public edu-
cation, protect State and local author-
ity, inform parents of the performance
of their children’s schools, and for
other purposes, which was referred to
the House Calendar and ordered to be
printed.

———
AMERICA’S DEBT BURDEN

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BRIDENSTINE). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2013, the
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Minnesota (Mrs. BACHMANN) for 30 min-
utes.

Mrs. BACHMANN. Mr. Speaker, I
thank you for the recognition, and I
want to thank the Founders and the
American people for the privilege of
being able to serve in the United States
Congress and also for the form of gov-
ernment that they gave to us.

We’ve just heard a wonderful speech
given on why it matters, why it’s so
important that we stand up for this
concept that was given to all of us by
our Founders, because this Nation is
different from all other nations for a

H4591

reason and that’s why we’re so proud of
it. And we need to say that once in a
while, why it does matter.

There are issues before us now that
our Nation is looking at, and it seems
like life goes on and we aren’t shocked.
Yet here in Washington, D.C., we end
up being shocked over and over again
because most of us come here very nor-
mal people, a part of different various
levels of the fabric of society. We bring
our cumulated experiences here and we
deliberate, trying to make the best de-
cisions that we possibly can.

Why? So that our country can be bet-
ter than it was before. Because the one
thing that we know looking forward,
we want to make sure what we have
now is enhanced not just for ourselves,
but for the next generation. There’s a
reason why we’ve put so much time
into our children, into our nephews and
nieces, into our grandchildren—because
we know that they’re going to carry
the baton. We get our moment in the
sun for a certain period of our life and
then we hand the baton on to the next
generation. That’s also a part of why it
matters.

Today, I was in the Financial Serv-
ices Committee, Mr. Speaker. When I
was in the Financial Services Com-
mittee, we were honored. We had before
our committee the Chairman of the
Federal Reserve, Mr. Ben Bernanke. He
has served faithfully for nearly 10
years. And under his leadership at the
Federal Reserve, we’ve seen extraor-
dinary changes in our financial system.
Never before had we seen something
quite like the Federal Reserve opening
the Fed’s discount window to private
investment banks. We saw the Federal
Reserve giving subsidized access to
companies that we had never seen be-
fore. We’ve seen what the results of
that have been within our economy.

Many people call this a jobless recov-
ery. Well, a jobless recovery is no re-
covery at all; because if you don’t have
a job, if you don’t have a good-paying
job, if you don’t have increased bene-
fits, you’ve got trouble. You’ve got
trouble because I believe it’s all about
Americans first, about American wages
first, about American jobs first, and
about North America benefits first.

I made a note, Mr. Speaker, when I
was in committee today. I noted that
the debt clock was running. It was on a
TV in the Financial Services room. The
number 17 was up there, and 17 is $17
trillion, which is a lot of money. When
I came into Congress, Mr. Speaker, we
were $8.67 trillion in debt, and we were
all looking around wondering how in
the world will we ever pay back $8.67
trillion in debt. That was January of
2007.

We’re now in 2013. So something over
6 years later, we have nearly doubled
the national debt. That’s the baton
that we’re handing to the next genera-
tion. It isn’t a lightweight titanium
baton. This is a baton that’s made out
of one of the heaviest substances on
Earth.
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