July 18, 2013

[Rollcall Vote No. 180 Ex.]

YEAS—59
Alexander Franken Murphy
Ayotte Gillibrand Murray
Baldwin Hagan Nelson
Baucus Harkin Pryor
Begich Heinrich Reed
Bennet Heitkamp Reid
Blumenthal Hirono Rockefeller
Boxer Johnson (SD) Sanders
Brown Kaine

. Schatz
Cantwell King Schumer
Cardin Klobuchar
Carper Landrieu Shaheen
Casey Leahy Stabenow
Collins Levin Tester
Coons Markey Udall (CO)
Corker McCain Udall (NM)
Donnelly McCaskill Warner
Durbin Menendez Warren
Feinstein Merkley Whitehouse
Flake Mikulski Wyden

NAYS—40
Barrasso Graham Murkowski
Blunt Grassley Paul
Boozman Hatch Portman
Burr Heller Risch
Chambliss Hoeven Roberts
Chiesa Inhofe Rubio
Coats Isakson Scott
Coburn Johanns ;
Cochran Johnson (WI) gissl%oons
Cornyn Kirk ey

Thune
Crapo Lee
Cruz Manchin Tf)omey
Enzi McConnell Vitter
Fischer Moran
NOT VOTING—1
Wicker

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

Mr. REID. Madam President, I am 95
percent certain there will be no more
votes today. The question I am not as
certain about is what happens on Mon-
day. We will know before the day is out
whether we will have to have a Monday
vote or votes. We will keep that in
mind. Everyone should keep it in mind.

I ask unanimous consent the motion
to reconsider be considered made and
laid on the table, there being no inter-
vening action or debate; that no fur-
ther motions be in order; and that
President Obama be immediately noti-
fied of the Senate’s action and the Sen-
ate resume legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate resumes
legislative session.

——————

TRANSPORTATION, HOUSING AND

URBAN DEVELOPMENT, AND RE-
LATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2014—MOTION TO
PROCEED—Continued

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Colorado is recognized.

Mr. BENNET. Madam President, I
ask to speak as in morning business.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMEMORATING THE AURORA TRAGEDY

Mr. BENNET. Madam President, on
Saturday, July 20, Colorado will com-
memorate a solemn anniversary be-
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cause a year ago, almost exactly to the
day, in Aurora, CO, a theater full of
people, who at that moment wanted
nothing more than to escape the heat
and enjoy a movie with their family
and with friends, found themselves in
the middle of a senseless and violent
tragedy. A gunman opened fire and
took 12 lives a year ago, innocent peo-
ple, loved by family and by friends. He
physically wounded scores of others.

Days later, as this photo shows, thou-
sands of Coloradoans attended a vigil
hosted by the city of Aurora. We
shared tears and prayers. We also re-
solved to support each other, to heal,
and to always remember those who lost
their lives—which is what brings me
here today.

Since that time, we have continued
to see an outpouring of support all
across Colorado and, for that matter,
all across the United States of America
for those we lost, their loved ones, and
for the city of Aurora. The grace and
courage of the families and survivors
affected by this terrible tragedy serve
as a powerful reminder to all of us of
the resilience of the human spirit.

Today we remember the victims, vic-
tims such as Jessica, an aspiring young
journalist; Rebecca, a mother of two
who joined the Air Force after high
school; and Veronica Moser Sullivan,
age 6, who had just learned to swim and
loved to play dressup.

We also remember the acts of her-
oism and the resolution demonstrated
by so many Coloradoans in the after-
math of this tragedy, people such as
Matt McQuinn, who threw himself in
front of his girlfriend on the night of
the shooting, saving her life; and the
brave first responders and volunteers
who helped save lives and comforted
those in shock and heartbreak.

We remember the city of Aurora and
the State of Colorado, which has once
again come together to help one an-
other through unspeakable loss and
heartache.

At a recent service of over 3,000 peo-
ple at the Potter’s House, an Aurora-
based church, Rev. Chris Hill told those
in attendance that ‘“We believe morn-
ing is coming to Aurora. Aurora means
the dawn.” I think that captures the
spirit of resilience and toughness that
characterized Aurora, my beautiful
State of Colorado, and these United
States of America.

Before I leave the floor, I want to
read once again the names of the vic-
tims in Aurora: Jon Blunk, AJ Boik,
Jesse Childress, Gordon Cowden, Jes-
sica Ghawi, John Larimer, Matt
McQuinn, Cayla Medek, Veronica
Moser, Alex Sullivan, Alex Teves, and
Rebecca Wingo.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
CoOONS). The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from West Virginia.

Mr. MANCHIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

S5787

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. MANCHIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to speak as in
morning business.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COAL IN AMERICA

Mr. MANCHIN. Mr. President, weeks
and months ahead and maybe even for
years to come, we will be debating
President Obama’s latest global cli-
mate proposal. It is crucial that this
debate be based on crystal clear facts
and not clouded by political ideologies
on either side.

So, starting today, I plan to deliver a
series of speeches on energy, and I plan
to start with coal, which I know is no
surprise to the Presiding Officer. Coal
is America’s greatest energy resource.
I think it is important to lay out the
facts about coal for several reasons.

No. 1, coal is America’s most abun-
dant, most reliable, and most afford-
able source of energy, and it will be for
decades to come.

No. 2, the coal industry and its sup-
porters have been falsely portrayed by
opponents as monsters who have done
something wrong, that they value
money over health and the environ-
ment.

No. 3, I think the American public
has some basic misconceptions about
coal and how important it is to keeping
our economy growing and our Nation
secure.

I think that because I was recently
asked: If coal is so controversial, then
why don’t we as a nation just use more
electricity? The question shows that,
basically, people don’t understand
where their electricity comes from.
When we turn the lights on, over 40
percent of the people depend on coal.
Most of this industry and this country
has been built on the back of coal and
what coal has produced.

I didn’t know how to respond to the
person who asked that. It was one of
those rare moments when I was at a
loss for words. Just imagine standing
there and being asked: Why would we
continue to keep mining coal? Why
wouldn’t we just use more electricity?

I guess what I should have said was
this: When we surf the Internet, watch
TV or play video games, when we
charge a cell phone or turn on an air-
conditioner or plug in our hybrid car to
charge it, we are using electricity, and
there is a good chance that electricity
came from coal.

Coal has a distinguished past. In fact,
one can’t tell the history of America
without telling the history of coal. It
fueled the industrialization of America
in the 19th and early 20th centuries,
making us what we are today: the rich-
est and most powerful Nation in his-
tory.

Coal also has a distinguished present.
It is responsible for 37.4 percent of all
electricity generated in the United
States today—more than any other
source of energy.

Just as important, coal has a distin-
guished future ahead of it. The U.S. De-
partment of Energy says it will remain
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