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and a half years. This is $6 trillion in debt our
nation, our economy, and our children could
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment.

———

INTRODUCTION OF LEGISLATION
TO AMEND THE INTERNAL REV-
ENUE CODE OF 1986 TO PROVIDE
A CREDIT AGAINST TAX FOR
HURRICANE AND TORNADO MITI-
GATION EXPENDITURES.

HON. GUS M. BILIRAKIS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 22, 2013

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, today | intro-
duced the Hurricane and Tornado Mitigation
Investment Act of 2013. This legislation seeks
to encourage individuals and businesses to
take proactive preparedness measures to pro-
tect their property from potential storm dam-
age. Recent tornado outbreaks across the
country this spring, and the impending start of
the Atlantic hurricane season, remind us that
weather-related emergencies and disasters
are ever-present. The bill would amend the In-
ternal Revenue Code to allow individual and
business taxpayers a tax credit for a portion of
their qualified hurricane and tornado mitigation
property expenditures for any taxable year.
They would be eligible when they take steps
to improve the strength of a roof deck attach-
ment; create a secondary water barrier; im-
prove the durability of a roof covering; brace
gable-end walls; reinforce the connections be-
tween a roof and supporting wall; protect
against windborne debris; or protect exterior
doors and garages. In short, this legislation
will help communities mitigate against future
weather related hazards. Taking mitigation
steps now can make a huge difference. In
many cases, it may help to reduce loss of life
and property damage, while saving money
and reducing insurance rates in the long run.
| look forward to working with my colleagues
to move this legislation through Congress.

TEAM KRAMER
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 22, 2013

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud the Colorado
State Junior Curling Champion team of Pres-
ton Kramer, Nathan Parry, Spencer
Culbertson and Alec Celecki, who were
coached by Matt Culbertson and Pam Finch.

These four young men competed as Team
Kramer in the 2013 USA Junior National Curl-
ing Championships January 26-February 2,
2013, at Broomstones Curling Club in
Wayland, Massachusetts. These young men
won the Colorado State Championships and
Regional Championships held in Oregon.

At the National Championships, Team Kra-
mer competed against 9 other teams. Al-
though the team did not win the tournament
and a berth in the World Championships in
Sochi, Russia, they were awarded the Curtis
Cup, given to the team who exhibited sports-
manship, and the true spirit of the game of
curling.
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| commend these young men for their suc-
cess on the curling sheet, and for their exam-
ple of true sportsmanship. | have no doubt
they will exhibit the same dedication and char-
acter in all their future endeavors.

———

HONORING DR. ARNOLD L.
MITCHEM AS HE RECEIVES THE
INAUGURAL HAL D. PAYNE EDU-
CATIONAL OPPORTUNITY LIFE-
TIME SERVICE AWARD

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 22, 2013

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor to Dr. Arnold L. Mitchem, the inaugural
recipient of the Hal D. Payne Educational Op-
portunity Lifetime Service Award by the Up-
ward Bound Program of Buffalo State College.

Dr. Mitchem is recognized for his service as
president of the Council for Opportunity in
Education since 1986. This noble organiza-
tion’s mission is to advance and defend the
ideal of equal educational opportunity in post-
secondary education. The COE is a remark-
ably far-reaching program, serving close to
800,000 students annually by providing profes-
sional development and advocacy for nearly
2,800 federally funded college opportunity pro-
grams at more than 1,000 colleges nation-
wide.

Dr. Mitchem has dedicated his career to
striving for equality and diversity in education.
As a trustee for the College Board, a member
of INROADS, Inc’s first National Board, and as
a past president of the Committee for Edu-
cation Funding, he has greatly impacted the
national discourse about inequality and edu-
cation. He is the founding president of the
Mid-America Association of Educational Op-
portunity Program Personnel, a consortium
dedicated to leveling the playing field for those
least likely to enroll in college, including low-
income, disabled, and first generation stu-
dents.

A recipient of honorary doctorates from ten
universities, Dr. Mitchem has been recognized
across the country for his tireless efforts and
passion. Additional awards and recognitions
include the Arturo Schomburg Distinguished
Service Award from the Association for Equal-
ity and Excellence in Education, Inc., and the
Lifetime Achievement Award from the Hispanic
Association of Colleges and Universities.

In addition to his professional accolades, Dr.
Mitchem and his lovely wife Freda have raised
four children together: Michael, Thea, Nichelle,
and Adrienne.

Mr. Speaker, thank you for allowing me a
few moments to honor Dr. Arnold Mitchem as
a true champion for equality in education and
congratulate him as he receives the inaugural
Hal D. Payne Educational Opportunity Lifetime
Service Award. | am sincerely grateful for his
service and wish him the best in all his future
endeavors.
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE EU’S
DESIGNATION OF HEZBOLLAH AS
A TERRORIST ORGANIZATION

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 22, 2013

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, today, the Eu-
ropean Union (EU) demonstrated its commit-
ment to global security as the 28 EU member
states spoke as one voice to condemn
Hezbollah’s deadly attack in Burgas, Bulgaria
last year, and for plotting a similar attack in
Cyprus.

As the Ranking Member of the Sub-
committee on Europe, Eurasia, and Emerging
Threats, | feel that it is difficult to determine
where Hezbollah’s civilian wing ends and mili-
tant one begins, but the EU’s decision to des-
ignate the military wing of Hezbollah as a ter-
rorist organization is a welcomed step. This
designation will send a clear message to the
international community that freedom—espous-
ing democracies will not stand idly by in the
face of coercive tactics and aggression by
Hezbollah’s leaders, militants, and their foreign
financers.

| am confident that following today’s deci-
sion, more governments will follow suit and
see Hezbollah for what it truly is— a terrorist
organization devoted to violence against inno-
cent people both within and beyond Lebanon’s
borders.

————

STUDENT SUCCESS ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. ALAN S. LOWENTHAL

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 18, 2013

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 5) to support
State and local accountability for public
education, protect State and local authority,
inform parents of the performance of their
children’s schools, and for other purposes:

Mr. LOWENTHAL. Mr. Chair, education is
our greatest investment in our future. As with
any long term investment, the real rewards of
the investment are often not seen until dec-
ades later. Investment takes patience and
foresight and a thoughtful approach.

Studies show that U.S. businesses are in
need of workers that are collaborative and cre-
ative critical thinkers. We must build an edu-
cational system that supports the development
of this workforce. To achieve this, we in Con-
gress must reflect these values by working
collaboratively and tapping the full com-
plement of creative minds in this House. Our
work product can only be as good as we are.

| ask that my colleagues on the other side
of the aisle work with us to develop the kind
of educational system that will provide the op-
portunity for every child to meet their potential
and become assets to our country.

Let's begin by finding our common ground.
We all can agree that our current account-
ability system goes too far and too often acts
as the enemy of creativity. Our challenge is to
develop policy that supports inspired learning
environments while also accounting for ELL
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students, students at risk, and special needs
students. | believe we can find that balance.

We can agree that an educated workforce is
good for the country. Perhaps we can agree
that we need an educational system that sup-
ports the diverse talents of all students—those
that shine academically and those that shine
in career tech classes. | believe we can
achieve this too.

Our current educational system is losing on
the international stage. Contrary to the recent
years of economic struggle, the U.S. continues
to be a land of plenty on the world scale. If we
hope to remain a world leader, it is essential
that we stop looking at our educational system
with a scarcity mentality—a mentality that acts
to take from one to give to another, where
there is not enough for all. We must recognize
that our educational system is our greatest in-
vestment and fight to put all we can into it. We
can’t afford to lose children, to lose their tal-
ents and their potential contributions to our
country. We need every one of them.

H.R. 5 has some good components that
move us in a better direction. Unfortunately,
this legislation lacks the kind of investment
needed to educate our future workforce. Edu-
cation is the key to a strong democracy, eco-
nomic competitiveness and continued global
leadership for the U.S.

——————

STUDENT SUCCESS ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. SUZANNE BONAMICI

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 18, 2013

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 5) to support
State and local accountability for public
education, protect State and local authority,
inform parents of the performance of their
children’s schools, and for other purposes:

Ms. BONAMICI. Mr. Chair, | rise in opposi-
tion to H.R. 5, a bill that would take our edu-
cation system backward instead of into the fu-
ture.

K-12 education is my passion, and it has
been for a long time. In fact, public education
issues are what first led me to run for public
office. Education is key to rebuilding our econ-
omy, to sustaining and improving the quality of
life in our communities, and to the functioning
of our government and democracy. We are in
dire need of long-term thinking about how we
can strengthen our public schools.

The policies in the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Act, especially those put
into law by No Child Left Behind, need a seri-
ous overhaul. The intent of NCLB was laud-
able: make sure that all students in America’s
public schools are getting a good education
and aren’t falling through the cracks. Unfortu-
nately, the law has resulted in an over-
emphasis on high stakes testing, drastic pen-
alties for low-performing schools, and an im-
balanced focus on subjects that are tested at
the expense of a well-rounded curriculum. Ad-
ditionally, the NCLB provisions that prescribe
a “one size fits all” approach with mandates
and restrictions have undermined the teaching
profession.

| am extremely disappointed that this reau-
thorization is moving forward in a rushed man-
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ner after only one perfunctory hearing. One of
the main reasons | came to Congress was to
work with all my colleagues from both sides of
the aisle on finding the best policies to ensure
that public schools provide all students, re-
gardless of socioeconomic status, with a well-
rounded education that prepares them for
whatever their future may hold. But this reau-
thorization has not been given full and fair
consideration by the Education and Workforce
Committee, and the result is a bill that has lit-
tle, if any, chance of becoming law. That's not
only disappointing; it's detrimental to students
across this great country. They deserve better.

H.R. 5 is alarming for a number of reasons.
Its massive block grant approach would im-
pede educational equity and make it more
likely that students will receive educational op-
portunities based on where they live and the
income of their parents. This, combined with
the removal of Maintenance of Effort provi-
sions and cuts to McKinney-Vento funding for
homeless students, will result in thousands, if
not millions, of fewer students having access
to quality education.

| am also extremely concerned about H.R.
5’s woefully inadequate funding. A strong sys-
tem of education is critical to the success of
our country and funding it should be a priority.
Instead of taking money away from schools,
especially those serving the lowest-income
students, we should be investing in their im-
provement.

One important change that's needed to
strengthen public education is to move away
from high-stakes testing and allow states and
school districts to use multiple measures in
assessment, including adaptive testing and
formative assessments. School performance
should be measured in multiple ways, using
multiple subjects and indicators. Additionally,
teacher evaluations need to be improved and
necessary support, including mentoring, given
to teachers and school leaders. Though more
work is always needed, Ranking Member MiL-
LER’s substitute amendment to H.R. 5 makes
these improvements and more. | am proud to
support it.

The substitute amendment also takes an im-
portant step forward with its comprehensive
program for STEM education. One of the most
exciting provisions in this program is the rec-
ognition of the value of arts and design to
STEM learning, adding an “A” to make
STEAM. Enhancing STEM through the arts
and design will engage more students in
school while helping them develop into innova-
tive critical thinkers. Employers aren’t looking
for good test-takers; they want people who
can create, communicate, and collaborate.
The provisions recognizing the importance of
the arts and design in STEM will give our stu-
dents the skills they need to be competitive in
the workforce.

It's also important to recognize the benefits
of a well-rounded, whole child approach to
education. Students must be healthy, safe, en-
gaged, supported, and challenged at school to
reach their full potential. Subjects like civics,
physical education, and second languages
lead to the development of well-rounded stu-
dents who become productive and innovative
adults. A well-rounded education gives stu-
dents a greater diversity of skills, increases
their engagement with subject material, and
helps keeps them in school. The Democratic
substitute makes significant strides toward
achieving these goals.
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| am also pleased that Ranking Member
MILLER’s substitute addresses many other
shortcomings in our education system, includ-
ing the flawed practice of seclusion and re-
straint, background checks for staff and con-
tractors with access to children, standards for
concussion safety, and meaningful funding
levels for homeless students.

With that, | urge my colleagues to invest in
our students, our teachers, and our schools,
and to oppose H.R. 5 so we can return to a
full and thorough consideration of our federal
education policies.

———
IN RECOGNITION OF THE 65TH
WEDDING ANNIVERSARY OF

BILLY AND LAVERNE CANTRELL
HON. MIKE ROGERS

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 22, 2013

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, |
would like to pay tribute to a very special oc-
casion today—the 65th wedding anniversary
of Billy and Laverne Cantrell. This event will
take place on July 29th.

Billy Cantrell was born to Festus and Mary
Lou Cantrell on December 31, 1926, and La-
verne Cantrell was born to Oscar and Avis
Jeffreys on March 22, 1932.

The couple met in Hamilton, Alabama, while
attending high school and only dated six
weeks before getting married.

Steve served in the Merchant Marines and
worked for 27 years at 3—M in Qwin, Alabama.
Laverne worked in garment factories until her
retirement.

Together, Billy and Laverne had four chil-
dren, nine grandchildren, 15 great grand chil-
dren and three great-great grandchildren.
Their favorite songs include “Tennessee
Waltz” and “Sentimental Journey”.

Please join me in congratulating this lovely
couple on 65 years together.

PANCREATIC CANCER
HON. JAMES P. MORAN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 22, 2013

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
bring attention to pancreatic cancer. As you
know, it is one of the most deadly forms of
cancer; the fourth leading cause of cancer
deaths in the United States and eighth world-
wide. It is the only major cancer with a five
year survival rate in the single digits.

This year, 45,220 Americans will be diag-
nosed with pancreatic cancer and 38,460 will
die from this deadly form of cancer. Seventy-
three percent will die in the first year of diag-
nosis. African Americans have the highest risk
among racial and ethnic groups; a risk 32 to
66 percent higher than other groups. Further,
while most cancers’ death rates and
incidences are declining, the incidence death
rate of pancreatic cancer is increasing. The
number of new cases is expected to increase
by 55 percent by 2030.

These numbers are staggering. Clearly we
need to increase our efforts to reduce the inci-
dence of and treatments for this painful dis-
ease. Enacting the Recalcitrant Cancer Act
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