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Environmental Affairs and successfully
led the Water Replenishment District
of Southern California in its efforts to
protect our air and water quality from
pollution and contamination.

Her devoted leadership and
unyielding commitment to public serv-
ice and the people who live and work in
Los Angeles were simply remarkable
and will be sorely missed.

We have lost a dear friend. She was
my colleague. She was a gracious, tire-
less woman who was a role model to all
of us who truly strive to make a dif-
ference in this Earth as long as we live.

We’ll miss you, Lillian.

—————

FIGHTING TO PROTECT MON-
TANANS FROM EPA OVERREACH

(Mr. DAINES asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DAINES. Mr. Speaker, Mon-
tanans tell me every day how the
EPA’s ever-changing rules are pre-
venting them from hiring new workers
or forcing them to foot the bill for un-
reasonable compliance costs. In fact,
one Montanan said, you know, the EPA
must stand for the Employment Pre-
vention Agency.

The EPA’s out-of-control regulatory
overreach costs hardworking American
taxpayers billions of dollars and thou-
sands of jobs every year and all-too-
often is put into place with a lack of
oversight or public input.

The Energy Consumers Relief Act is
an important step in making the EPA
accountable to the American people.
This bill blocks the implementation of
rules that harm the economy and en-
sures that before the EPA finalizes any
rule costing more than $1 billion, it in-
forms Congress of the rule’s impact on
the economy and on energy prices.

Another important bill, the Coal Re-
siduals Reuse and Management Act,
brings much-needed regulatory cer-
tainty to job creators and helps keep
energy costs low by taking the power
out of the EPA’s hands and returning it
to the States where it belongs.

These commonsense proposals will
help keep energy costs low for Amer-
ican families, protect thousands of
good-paying jobs, and ultimately en-
sure that the EPA’s accountable to the
American people.

———

WE’'RE IN THIS TOGETHER

(Mr. PERLMUTTER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker,
good afternoon. We’re in this together.
We’re not on our own. We’re in this to-
gether. That’s how Americans think:
we’re in this together.

Except that the Tea Party ideology
that’s running the Republican majority
would have us revert to some time be-
fore the Civil War, when we’re on our
own, we’re not in this together. They’d
love to turn the clock back as far as it
can go.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Example: let’s have interest rates
rise on our students. Forget about
making sure that the best investment
we could do in our students is to keep
those interest rates low.

Let’s talk about the farm bill.
Couldn’t get it passed, except let’s jet-
tison a whole bunch of people whose
nutrition is serious to all of us. Forget
about food stamps. People have gotten
rich overnight. Let’s get rid of those
things.

Energy and the environment. Let’s
forget about the environment and let’s
forget about the sun, the wind and
biofuels. Just focus only on gas and
coal. Those have got to be part of it,
but let’s forget about things that have
happened newly.

We’re in this together. Abraham Lin-
coln said, of the people, by the people,
for the people. We’re working for the
people. We need to remember we’re all
in this together.

——
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HONORING MR. ROBERT DAVIES

(Mr. GOSAR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize a brave Arizonan.
Robert Davies, from Golden Valley, Ar-
izona, truly met the definition of
“‘hero” by coming to the aid of his el-
derly neighbor. Mr. Davies and his fel-
low neighbor, Paul Bissonette, re-
sponded to a neighbor whose home was
on fire, saving the 92-year-old woman
stuck inside. Mr. Davies risked his own
safety by jumping through a broken
window into the smoke and pulling the
woman into position near the window
where she could breathe. Receiving
help from an off-duty fireman who ar-
rived on the scene, Mr. Davies was able
to lift the woman through the window
to safety seconds before the building
was taken by the flames.

Mr. Davies says this was something
that anybody else would have done.
But he actually did it. While I appre-
ciate his humility, I thank him for his
display of bravery and courage in the
face of danger. I am pleased to recog-
nize Mr. Robert Davies today, before
this great body, for his act of heroism.

———
CLIMATE CHANGE IS REAL

(Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, as a member of the Safe Climate
Caucus, I want to urge my colleagues
not to bury their heads in the sand.
Wake up. Climate change is real, and
it’s already affecting the Earth in pro-
found ways.

The scientific consensus is clear:
human activity is causing our planet
to warm to dangerous levels.

Scientists agree that higher tempera-
tures are raising sea levels and driving
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severe weather patterns that threaten
our economy and our way of life. Un-
predictable and destructive weather
patterns are making it harder for farm-
ers to grow crops, while rising sea lev-
els threaten our coastal cities and
beaches from sea to shining sea.

Here in Congress, the majority re-
fuses to even acknowledge that we
have a problem, while the rest of the
world seems to understand that it’s the
moral imperative of our time.

I urge my colleagues to put politics
aside, listen to the science, and come
together and begin to help prevent the
worst effects of climate change.

———

PROTECT SMALL BUSINESS JOBS
ACT

(Mr. BENTIVOLIO asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BENTIVOLIO. Mr. Speaker, for
the 89 percent of employers in America
with fewer than 20 employees, there’s
an ever-present fear that they may be
sanctioned or even put out of business
for a violation of any one of the seem-
ingly endless array of Federal regula-
tions.

The Protect Small Business Jobs Act
offers a simple correction: if found to
be in violation of a Federal regulation,
a business is given a 6-month grace pe-
riod to correct the problem. If the
problem is corrected at the end of the
grace period, the sanction is waived.
This way, no business is permitted to
ignore regulations on an ongoing basis,
but small companies are given a
chance to become compliant without
being hit by devastating fines.

I urge my colleagues to support this
commonsense approach to regulatory
relief and pass the Protect Small Busi-
ness Jobs Act.

———————

RELEASE ALL PRISONERS OF
CONSCIENCE

(Ms. JENKINS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. JENKINS. Mr. Speaker, across
the world, people of certain faiths live
in fear of government persecution
every day.

Saied Rezaei, a leader of the Baha’i
religion, used to advocate for gender
equality and universal education in
Iran. In 2008, he was arrested on false
charges for propaganda against the Ira-
nian regime and illegally establishing
a Baha’i school. When Saied completes
his 20-year sentence, his 16-year-old son
will be a 31-year-old man.

That same year, Alimujiang Yimiti,
also a husband and father, had his busi-
ness shut down after Chinese officials
accused him of preaching Christianity.
He now faces 15 years in a Chinese pris-
on and can only speak to his wife every
couple months.

State-sponsored religious persecution
will not be tolerated by the inter-
national community. Today, I join the
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