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have worked on for many years, includ-
ing the last attempt to reauthorize the
Workforce Investment Act. I was
pleased to work with Senator Webb in
the 112th Congress on the Adult Edu-
cation and Economic Growth Act, and
I am proud to reintroduce it today with
Senator BROWN. I thank Congressman
RUBEN HINOJOSA for introducing the
companion legislation in the House of
Representatives.

The Adult Education and Economic
Growth Act increases the investment
in adult education programs; ensures
better coordination among adult edu-
cation programs, workforce develop-
ment programs, and higher education;
strengthens professional development
for adult education providers; expands
the use of technology in adult edu-
cation programs; and provides incen-
tives for employers to support their
workers who need adult education serv-
ices.

In Rhode Island, roughly 41 percent
of working age adults have a college
degree. By 2018, it is estimated that 61
percent of Rhode Island jobs will re-
quire some postsecondary education.
We have an estimated 91,000 individuals
without a high school diploma—the
basic ticket to accessing postsecondary
education and training.

Nationally, the numbers make a
similar case for the need to invest in
adult education. According to the Na-
tional Commission on Adult Literacy,
80 to 90 million U.S. adults today,
about half of the adult workforce, do
not have the basic education and com-
munication skills required to obtain
jobs that pay a family-sustaining wage.
These individuals continue to struggle
in the recovering economy, with unem-
ployment rates above 10 percent for in-
dividuals who do not have a high
school diploma, compared to 7.6 per-
cent for high school graduates and less
than 4 percent for workers with bach-
elor’s degrees.

Simply put, we will not be able to
close the skills gap without a robust
investment in adult education. Unfor-
tunately, we have not been making
this kind of investment. Funding has
been anemic, and as a result, services
reach fewer than 3 million adults annu-
ally—a fraction of the need.

The Adult Education and Economic
Growth will help turn around this dire
situation by increasing the authoriza-
tion for adult education programs au-
thorized under Title II of the Work-
force Investment Act to $850 million
and establishing a new state tech-
nology grant for adult education to up-
grade the delivery system and assist
adults in attaining critical digital lit-
eracy skills. This legislation requires
state and local workforce investment
boards to address adult education in
their plans for using funds authorized
under Title I of the Workforce Invest-
ment Act, including incorporating
adult education into career pathways
programs and offering integrated edu-
cation and training programs. It also
strengthens programs and services for
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English learners, including authorizing
the Integrated English Literacy and
Civics Program, and for adults with
disabilities. The legislation will also
build the knowledge base on what
works for adult learners through a Na-
tional Center for Adult Education, Lit-
eracy, and Workplace Skills. Finally,
the Adult Education and Economic
Growth Act will provide employers
with tax incentives to invest in devel-
oping the basic skills of their employ-
ees.

In sum, the Adult Education and
Economic Growth Act offers a com-
prehensive approach to reaching the
millions of adults who need basic
skills, English literacy instruction, or
a secondary school diploma so that
they can embark on a career pathway
that leads to economic stability and
success. I am pleased to have worked
with the National Commission on
Adult Literacy in developing this legis-
lation. I urge my colleagues to cospon-
sor this bill and work with me to in-
clude its provisions in the pending re-
authorization of the Workforce Invest-
ment Act.

—————

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 202—DESIG-
NATING JULY 30, 2013, AS ‘“NA-
TIONAL  WHISTLEBLOWER AP-
PRECIATION DAY

Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself and Mr.
LEVIN) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed
to.:

S. REs. 202

Whereas, in 1777, before the passage of the
Bill of Rights, 10 sailors and marines blew
the whistle on fraud and misconduct harmful
to the United States;

Whereas the Founding Fathers unani-
mously supported the whistleblowers in
words and deeds, including releasing govern-
ment records and providing monetary assist-
ance for reasonable legal expenses necessary
to prevent retaliation;

Whereas, on July 30, 1778, in demonstration
of their full support for whistleblowers, the
members of the Continental Congress unani-
mously enacted the first whistleblower legis-
lation in the United States that read: ‘“‘Re-
solved, That it is the duty of all persons in
the service of the United States, as well as
all other the inhabitants thereof, to give the
earliest information to Congress or other
proper authority of any misconduct, frauds
or misdemeanors committed by any officers
or persons in the service of these states,
which may come to their knowledge’ (legis-
lation of July 30, 1778, reprinted in Journals
of the Continental Congress, 1774-1789, ed. Gov-
ernment Printing Office (Washington, DC,
1908), 11:732);

Whereas whistleblowers risk their careers,
jobs, and reputations by reporting waste,
fraud, and abuse to the proper authorities;

Whereas, when providing proper authori-
ties with lawful disclosures, whistleblowers
save taxpayers in the United States billions
of dollars each year and serve the public in-
terest by ensuring that the United States re-
mains an ethical and safe place; and

Whereas it is the public policy of the
United States to encourage, in accordance
with Federal law (including the Constitu-
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tion, rules, and regulations) and consistent
with the protection of classified information
(including sources and methods of detec-
tion), honest and good faith reporting of mis-
conduct, fraud, misdemeanors, and other
crimes to the appropriate authority at the
earliest time possible: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates July 30, 2013, as ‘‘National
Whistleblower Appreciation Day’’; and

(2) ensures that the Federal Government
implements the intent of the Founding Fa-
thers, as reflected in the legislation enacted
on July 30, 1778, by encouraging each execu-
tive agency to recognize National Whistle-
blower Appreciation Day by—

(A) informing employees, contractors
working on behalf of United States tax-
payers, and members of the public about the
legal rights of citizens of the United States
to blow the whistle; and

(B) acknowledging the contributions of
whistleblowers to combating waste, fraud,
abuse, and violations of laws and regulations
in the United States.

SENATE RESOLUTION 203—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE REGARDING EFFORTS
BY THE UNITED STATES TO RE-
SOLVE THE ISRAELI-PALES-
TINIAN CONFLICT THROUGH A
NEGOTIATED TWO-STATE SOLU-
TION

Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself, Mr.
KAINE, and Mr. HEINRICH) submitted
the following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Foreign
Relations.:

S. RES. 203

Whereas the special relationship between
the United States and Israel is rooted in
shared interests and shared values of democ-
racy, human rights, and the rule of law;

Whereas the United States has worked for
decades to strengthen Israel’s security
through assistance and cooperation on de-
fense and intelligence matters in order to en-
hance the safety of Americans and Israelis;

Whereas the United States remains unwav-
ering in its commitment to help Israel ad-
dress the myriad challenges our ally faces,
including threats from anti-Israel terrorist
organizations, regional instability, horri-
fying violence in neighboring states, and the
prospect of a nuclear-armed Iran;

Whereas, the United States continues to
seek a permanent, two-state solution to re-
solve the conflict between Israel and Pal-
estine as a fundamental component of our
Nation’s commitment to the security of
Israel;

Whereas, for 20 years, Presidents of the
United States from both political parties and
Israeli Prime Ministers have supported a
two-state solution to the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict;

Whereas ending the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict is vital to the interests of all parties
and to peace and stability in the Middle
East;

Whereas a peace agreement that estab-
lishes a Palestinian state, coexisting side-by-
side with Israel in peace and security, is nec-
essary to ensure that Israel remains a Jew-
ish, democratic state;

Whereas, recognizing the urgency of the
situation, Secretary John Kerry made 6 trips
to the Middle East in his first 6 months as
Secretary of State in an effort to resume ne-
gotiations toward a two-state solution;

Whereas, on July 29, 2013 representatives of
Israel and Palestine engaged in face-to-face
talks in order to move toward a resumption
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