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The House met at 2 p.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Ms. FOXX).

———

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
September 9, 2013.

I hereby appoint the Honorable VIRGINIA
FoxX to act as Speaker pro tempore on this
day.

JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.
———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick

J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Loving God, we give You thanks for
giving us another day. As the tensions
of violence continue to mount, we turn
to You, Lord God, as our hope and sal-
vation.

Critical moments in the life of any
person or any nation, as well as mo-
mentous undertakings, O Lord, bring
us to our knees before You. We humbly
seek Your guidance and rely on Your
faithfulness.

Be with us in the days ahead. Bless
the Members of the people’s House, all
who work here, and our guests. Listen
to our heartfelt prayers.

We seem to be entering a passageway
of darkness which may fill us with fear
and anxiety. Bring us safely to the
light at the end of the tunnel. Help all
Members of this assembly attend to the
voices of wisdom and of the American
people as matters of great import and
danger are considered in these coming
days.

May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the

last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. HOLDING. Madam Speaker, pur-
suant to clause 1, rule I, I demand a
vote on agreeing to the Speaker’s ap-
proval of the Journal.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the Speaker’s approval
of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. HOLDING. Madam Speaker, I ob-
ject to the vote on the ground that a
quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8, rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

——

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from North Carolina (Mr.
HoOLDING) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. HOLDING led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———
PRESIDENT’S POLICY DEEPLY
UNSERIOUS
(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, over the past month,
I have traveled by bus and car across
all five counties I represent in the Sec-
ond District of South Carolina, where I
found my constituents agree with
Charles Krauthammer in his column

yesterday in The State newspaper of
Columbia, South Carolina.

Mr. Krauthammer is recognized for
his extraordinary insight and has iden-
tified the President’s policy as ‘‘stun-
ning zigzag, following months of hesi-
tation, ambivalence, contradiction,
and studied delay’; the President
‘“‘having yet done nothing but hesitate,
threaten, retract, and wander
claiming . . . not his own red line but
the world’s . . . a transparent attempt
at offloading responsibility.”

““There’s no strategy, no purpose here
other than helping Obama escape self-
inflicted humiliation.

““This is deeply unserious.”

The White House announced April 25
that Syria had chemical weapons, but
only after 4 months of serious scandals,
ObamaCare destroying jobs, and the
upcoming debt debate vote, did it seek
action. On my tour, I was inspired at
the North Augusta Rotary Club by the
four-way test: Is it the truth?

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th, 2001, and September the 11th, 2012,
at Benghazi in the global war on ter-
rorism.

———

MILITARY ACTION IN SYRIA

(Mr. HOLDING asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HOLDING. Madam Speaker, be-
fore I returned to Washington last
week, I was skeptical of the President’s
proposal for military action in Syria.
After classified briefings and hearing
directly from Secretaries Kerry and
Hagel, I am more skeptical than ever.

This administration has done noth-
ing to convince me and the American
people that they have a focused, effec-
tive plan for military action in Syria,
or really any true plan at all. These
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