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Neugebauer 
Noem 
Nolan 
Nugent 
Nunes 
Nunnelee 
O’Rourke 
Olson 
Owens 
Palazzo 
Pallone 
Pascrell 
Pastor (AZ) 
Paulsen 
Payne 
Pearce 
Pelosi 
Perry 
Peters (CA) 
Peters (MI) 
Peterson 
Petri 
Pingree (ME) 
Pittenger 
Pitts 
Pocan 
Poe (TX) 
Polis 
Pompeo 
Posey 
Price (GA) 
Price (NC) 
Quigley 
Radel 
Rahall 
Rangel 
Reed 
Reichert 
Renacci 
Ribble 
Rice (SC) 
Richmond 
Rigell 
Roby 
Roe (TN) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rogers (MI) 
Rohrabacher 
Rokita 

Rooney 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Roskam 
Ross 
Rothfus 
Roybal-Allard 
Royce 
Ruiz 
Runyan 
Ruppersberger 
Ryan (OH) 
Ryan (WI) 
Salmon 
Sánchez, Linda 

T. 
Sanchez, Loretta 
Sanford 
Sarbanes 
Scalise 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Schock 
Schrader 
Schweikert 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, Austin 
Scott, David 
Sensenbrenner 
Serrano 
Sessions 
Sewell (AL) 
Shea-Porter 
Sherman 
Shimkus 
Shuster 
Simpson 
Sinema 
Sires 
Slaughter 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (TX) 
Smith (WA) 
Southerland 
Speier 
Stewart 
Stivers 
Stockman 

Stutzman 
Swalwell (CA) 
Takano 
Terry 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Thompson (PA) 
Thornberry 
Tiberi 
Tierney 
Tipton 
Titus 
Tonko 
Tsongas 
Turner 
Upton 
Valadao 
Van Hollen 
Vargas 
Veasey 
Vela 
Visclosky 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Walden 
Walorski 
Walz 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watt 
Waxman 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Wenstrup 
Westmoreland 
Whitfield 
Williams 
Wilson (FL) 
Wittman 
Wolf 
Womack 
Woodall 
Yarmuth 
Yoder 
Yoho 
Young (AK) 
Young (IN) 

NOT VOTING—17 

Bishop (GA) 
Brady (PA) 
Bucshon 
Gingrey (GA) 
Grijalva 
Gutiérrez 

Herrera Beutler 
Jackson Lee 
McCarthy (NY) 
Miller, George 
Perlmutter 
Rush 

Schwartz 
Velázquez 
Welch 
Wilson (SC) 
Young (FL) 

b 1925 

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
bill, as amended, was passed. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
STEWART). Pursuant to clause 8 of rule 
XX, the unfinished business is the 
question on agreeing to the Speaker’s 
approval of the Journal, which the 
Chair will put de novo. 

The question is on the Speaker’s ap-
proval of the Journal. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

ADDRESSING EMPLOYMENT CRISIS 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, last Friday, the Depart-
ment of Labor released figures sug-

gesting that unemployment decreased 
to 7.3 percent in August, the lowest 
rate in over 41⁄2 years. 

While seemingly good news, if you 
actually look below the surface, labor 
force participation fell to its lowest 
level in 35 years, with only 63.2 percent 
of working-age Americans being em-
ployed. While the unemployment rate 
declined, it can be attributed to a 
growing share of individuals giving up 
on trying to find a job. 

Mr. Speaker, it’s not that American 
workers are lazy or reliant upon hand-
outs. Over 12 million Americans are 
struggling to make ends meet, with 
tens of millions more struggling with 
underemployment. 

The solution to our national employ-
ment crisis is straightforward: we must 
get a handle on out-of-control debt, a 
cumbersome and out-of-date Tax Code, 
and limit bloated regulations. 

As we continue our work here in the 
House, I encourage all of my colleagues 
to focus their work on breaking down 
these barriers to employment. Our con-
stituents deserve as much. 

f 

b 1930 

RECOGNIZING THE WORK OF THE 
HINDU AMERICAN FOUNDATION 

(Mr. SWALWELL of California asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. SWALWELL of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I’m proud to rise today on the 
House Floor and recognize the great 
work of the Hindu American Founda-
tion, which is having its annual North-
ern California Awareness and Gala Din-
ner near my congressional district one 
week from Saturday. 

There are over 2 million Hindus in 
the United States, and the Hindu 
American Foundation works to educate 
people about their religious faith and 
protect the free exercise of it around 
the Nation and across our globe. 

I’m proud to stand as a Member of 
Congress with the Hindu American 
Foundation on issues that are impor-
tant to me and its members. For exam-
ple, I worked to get the FBI to collect 
data on anti-Hindu hate crimes, includ-
ing sending two letters to ask it to do 
so. Thanks to this advocacy and the 
Hindus across the Nation, we’ve 
achieved this goal. 

I’ve also cosponsored H.R. 717, the 
Reuniting Families Act, to enable peo-
ple in the United States to be reunited 
with family members abroad; cospon-
sored House Resolution 47, which calls 
on the Postal Service to adopt a com-
memorative Diwali holiday; and I also 
joined the India Caucus. 

Saturday’s dinner will give the Hindu 
American Foundation members and 
supporters a great chance to talk about 
what we’ve done together and what the 
future may bring. 

I also look forward to attending the 
gala and hearing from my colleague 
here in the House, TULSI GABBARD, 
from Hawaii, who is the first Hindu 

ever elected to this body and is, right-
fully, being honored by the Hindu 
American Foundation. I’m sure she’ll 
have a unique and insightful perspec-
tive for this occasion. 

f 

NATIONAL PREPAREDNESS MONTH 
(Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana asked and 

was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend her remarks.) 

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, after 9/11, September became Na-
tional Preparedness Month, a month to 
encourage Americans to take steps to 
prepare for disasters or emergencies in 
their homes, businesses and commu-
nities. 

Recent events such as Hurricane 
Sandy; the Boston Marathon bombing; 
the West, Texas, plant explosion; dead-
ly tornados in Oklahoma; and flooding 
in my own district reinforce the need 
for preparedness planning. 

As chair of the Homeland Sub-
committee on Emergency Prepared-
ness, Response, and Communications, 
and as congressional cochair of Na-
tional Preparedness Month, I urge all 
Members to promote preparedness ac-
tivities in their districts. Encourage 
your constituents to build and main-
tain emergency kits, develop and exer-
cise emergency plans, and participate 
in local preparedness activities. 

I also urge Members to learn more 
about how local response organizations 
are using social media and encourage 
your constituents to follow local re-
sponders on Twitter and Facebook. 

National Preparedness Month is also 
a good time to thank our firefighters, 
police officers, emergency managers, 
and their families, whose persistent 
sacrifices make our country more se-
cure and more prepared. 

f 

IT’S TIME FOR THE HOUSE TO 
TAKE ACTION ON CLIMATE 
CHANGE 
(Mr. MCNERNEY asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MCNERNEY. Mr. Speaker, a re-
port released last week by the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion examined the relationship be-
tween climate change and the extreme 
weather events from last year. The re-
port found compelling evidence that 
human-caused climate change contrib-
uted to many of the extreme weather 
events seen around the world last year, 
including some of the heat waves and 
droughts seen in the central United 
States, as well as elevated sea levels 
that contributed to the unprecedented 
level of flooding in New York City after 
Superstorm Sandy. 

The report, based on the work of 78 
scientists, concluded that climate 
change has an impact on extreme 
weather events. These storms and 
droughts are endangering lives and 
livelihoods, and costing taxpayers bil-
lions of dollars. 
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Unfortunately, we are failing to ad-

dress these threats in the House of 
Representatives. The Republican ma-
jority of the House has refused to ac-
knowledge the overwhelming scientific 
evidence that the planet’s climate is 
changing, and that human activity is a 
major contributor to this change. 

f 

THANKS TO THE MINNESOTA 
OVARIAN CANCER ALLIANCE 

(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize National Ovarian 
Cancer Awareness Month. 

This past weekend, I joined neighbors 
to help kick off the annual Minnesota 
Ovarian Cancer Alliance Walk and 
Run. Each year, thousands come out to 
this event in Edina Park to raise 
awareness of and education on ovarian 
cancer, to raise funds for research, and 
to give support and hope to local 
women and their families that are 
touched by this devastating disease. 

In 2013 alone, the American Cancer 
Society estimates that about 22,000 
new cases of ovarian cancer will be di-
agnosed, and 14,000 women will die of 
ovarian cancer in the United States. 

This last March, I met with a group 
of doctors and nurses from every major 
health system in the Twin Cities to 
discuss cancer care and prevention, and 
I’m pleased to cosponsor legislation 
that ensures that cancer patients get 
the care they need. 

Mr. Speaker, the powerful stories of 
hope that I heard this weekend are just 
a fraction of what we see in our com-
munity as we work on our shared goal 
of making cancer a thing of the past. 

f 

LOCAL ISSUES IMPACTING MANY 
AMERICANS 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, in 
the midst of serious discussions on 
America’s next step forward on issues 
involving Syria, I rise simply to talk 
about local issues and issues impacting 
many Americans. One of them has to 
do with foster care and the situation of 
foster care in my own State, one deal-
ing with children who’ve aged out in 
the city of Houston, and there are no 
facilities for them to be able to utilize, 
except for a few, like Little Audrey’s, 
which is under siege, and which we’re 
trying to draw the attention of the 
community to, to be able to help those 
children or young people that have no 
place to go, and then to provide more 
counselors for foster care children so 
they have a lifeline while they’re in the 
foster care system. 

Finally, some good news: I want to 
salute the Zion Ministries, the church 
that I joined yesterday, where they re-
ceived their marker of historic preser-

vation in the Fourth Ward, Freedmen’s 
Town area. 

In our local communities, good 
things are happening and challenges 
are happening, and I hope that, as we 
look at these hard decisions, we’ll be 
able to work with our communities as 
well on some of the important issues 
they face. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I 
was unavoidably detained in a classi-
fied security briefing on Syria and 
missed H.R. 2052, the Global Invest-
ment in American Jobs Act of 2013, as 
amended. Had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

On H.R. 2844, the Federal Commu-
nications Commission Consolidation 
Reporting Act, I would have voted 
‘‘aye,’’ and on the Journal vote, I 
would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

f 

THE CONGRESSIONAL PRAYER 
CAUCUS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2013, the gentleman from Vir-
ginia (Mr. FORBES) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous materials on the sub-
ject of our Special Order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, I appre-

ciate the opportunity to come to the 
floor tonight to discuss our first free-
dom, religious liberty, as we recognize 
the 226th anniversary of the signing of 
our Constitution on September 17, Con-
stitution Day. 

I’m hosting this special order as 
founder and cochairman of the Con-
gressional Prayer Caucus, a bipartisan 
group of more than 90 Members of the 
House of Representatives dedicated to 
protecting religious freedom in Amer-
ica and preserving our Nation’s rich 
spiritual heritage. 

I cochair this caucus with my good 
friend, Mr. MIKE MCINTYRE, a Demo-
cratic Member from North Carolina, 
who, unfortunately, cannot be with us 
this evening. 

Faith and religious freedom are not 
party-line issues. Members of the Con-
gressional Prayer Caucus gather each 
week in the United States Capitol to 
pray for our Nation. We leave political 
labels at the door, and we join in pray-
er for one another and our country. 

On September 17, our Nation will 
mark the 226th anniversary of the sign-
ing of the Constitution in Independence 
Hall, Philadelphia. The Bill of Rights, 
the first 10 amendments to the Con-
stitution, was soon to follow. 

Religious freedom is the very first 
thing named in the First Amendment. 
It is our first freedom, and it’s a funda-
mental human right. 

But as President Ronald Reagan so 
accurately observed, freedom is never 
more than one generation away from 
extinction. Our freedoms are fragile, 
and how quickly we forget their impor-
tance. 

An annual survey by the Newseum 
Institute’s First Amendment Center re-
vealed that only 24 percent of Ameri-
cans are aware that religious freedom 
is a First Amendment right. We are 
forgetting our first freedom. It is this 
amnesia that results in the subjugation 
of the fundamental right of religious 
freedom. 

Just last month, a justice of the New 
Mexico Supreme Court recognized that 
their decision to uphold fines against a 
wedding photographer who declined to 
photograph a same-sex wedding meant 
that the photographer is now ‘‘com-
pelled by law to compromise the very 
religious beliefs that inspire’’ her life. 

But the justice called this trampling 
of religious freedom ‘‘the price of citi-
zenship.’’ 

The price of citizenship? No. Reli-
gious freedom is the very thing the Pil-
grims sought when they landed in 
Plymouth and struggled to survive in a 
new and unknown world. 

Religious freedom was so important 
to our Founding Fathers that it was 
the first freedom they named as bear-
ing protection from the government. 
It’s not the price of citizenship; it is 
the hallmark of the American spirit of 
freedom. 

The American people recognize that 
the New Mexico Supreme Court’s deci-
sion is wrong. A recent Rasmussen poll 
revealed that 85 percent of Americans 
believe that a wedding photographer 
who has a deeply held religious belief 
about marriage has a right to decline 
to photograph a same-sex ceremony. 

Even still, we see weekly reminders 
that religious freedom is being tram-
pled in the name of tolerance. The Su-
preme Court’s decision in United 
States v. Windsor has given validation 
to the basely false argument that the 
only reason anyone has to support tra-
ditional marriage is bigotry. We’ve for-
gotten President Obama’s observation 
in 2012 that there are people of goodwill 
on both sides of the marriage debate. 

Over the last few months alone, 
we’ve seen so many injustices, like the 
Oregon bakery that’s been forced to 
close its doors because of the visceral 
hate mail, threats and boycotts they 
received simply for living their lives 
according to their faith. 

As some workers protest for higher 
wages, we see businesses like Hobby 
Lobby that pay their full-time workers 
significantly more than minimum 
wage fighting for the ability to keep 
their doors open and their workers em-
ployed because they dare to operate 
their business according to the dictates 
of their conscience. 

We see an attack on the integrity of 
the military chaplaincy, an institution 
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